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Record of Meeting

The second SCSC meeting for 2005 was held on 8 and 9 September 2005 in Gyeongju, Republic of Korea.  The meeting was attended by representatives from:  Australia; Brunei Darussalam; Canada; Chile; People’s Republic of China; Hong Kong China; Indonesia; Japan; the Republic of Korea; Malaysia; Mexico; New Zealand; Philippines, Singapore; Chinese Taipei; Thailand; the United States of America; and Vietnam. The APEC Secretariat, representatives of the Asia Pacific Legal Metrology Forum and the Pacific Area Standards Congress (PASC) were also in attendance.

1. Opening

Dr Kun-Mo Lee, Professor of Environmental Engineering, Ajou University and SCSC Chairperson for 2005, opened and chaired the meeting. 

2. Business Arrangements

The secretariat provided information on the business arrangements for the meeting and support for the delegates.

3. Adoption of the Agenda

The SCSC adopted the agenda after the following amendments were made to the draft circulated ahead of the meeting:

· Thailand pointed out a correction to the date of the Sectoral Food MRA meeting held in Bangkok

· Indonesia proposed that item 5(4) and 5(6) be combined

· China recommended that the last report from China under the Food MRA Pathfinder Initiative under agenda item 4(7) be deleted from the agenda.

· Australia requested that the Report of the Food Safety Cooperation seminar under agenda item 4(7) be brought forward to after agenda item 4(1) to accommodate the travel arrangements of some of the presenters.

· Mexico informed the meeting Korea will present the report on the joint meeting between the SCSC/TFTF and the CDMG under agenda item 4(2), rather than Mexico.

· China and New Zealand suggested that China should take the lead in reporting on the EEMRA under Agenda Item 4(7).

· Brunei Darussalam proposed that under Agenda Item 4(6), Brunei Darussalam would present first followed by Chile.

· Japan pointed out that some documents had been distributed at the meeting and that did not allow delegates time to properly consult within their Economies. The Chair acknowledged the problem and advised that this was caused by the late submission of some papers.

4. Priority Areas of 2005

(1) Evaluating past activities and setting up future plan               

Vietnam provided an update on the revised Trade Facilitation reporting template.

The following was agreed by the SCSC:
The template proposed by Vietnam would be separated into 3 Parts:

Part 1: for member economies to complete

Part 2: for the lead economy (Viet Nam) to complete

Part 3: A list of completed actions

The revised template would be circulated by lead economy (Viet Nam) to member economies by October 2005
The deadline for member economies sending the completed template to the lead economy (Viet Nam) will be July 2006
The lead economy (Viet nam) will report on the competed CAP template, including analysis and evaluation, to the SCSC II meeting in Da Nang City
Chile presented the summary report publication on the SCSC Blueprint and highlighted some of the key features. The members warmly appreciated the hard work that had gone into this very impressive document.

A range of views were expressed about the usefulness of the CAP reporting template and how it might be improved. 

(2) APEC Food Safety Cooperation Seminar

On behalf of Australia and China, Australia reported on the seminar jointly organized by China, Australia and Thailand and held on 6 and 7 September, 2005, in the margins of SOM 3. The seminar focussed on food safety cooperation and agreed on recommendations for possible next steps.
The seminar agreed to recommend to SCSC that:

· An ad hoc Steering Group on food safety cooperation be established under the SCSC

· This would be led by 2 Co-Chairs (Australia and China) with the 2006 host economy (Viet Nam) and Thailand as Friends of the Chair

· The Steering Group would include representatives from all member economies and relevant APEC sub-fora.

· The Steering Group’s work will be time-limited.

· Identification of APEC Food Safety Cooperation focal points (from each economy) to assist in the work of the ad hoc Steering Group

· Using an agreed process and template, the Steering Group will complete a stock take of current food safety related activities within APEC, international and regional organisations.

· Identification of information sharing and capacity building needs across APEC member economies, not already addressed by international, regional or APEC activities, could be subject to further work by APEC. 
· Preparation of a progress report and recommendations for endorsement by SCSC and SOM I in 2006.

Thailand pointed out that ISO 22000 on food safety management had recently been published and may be a useful input to the stocktake of available activities related to food safety.

New Zealand asked what the linkage was to the existing APEC Food Experts Network and whether this activity would duplicate that network. Australia responded that it believed that the Network had been disbanded. 

The members then accepted the report and its recommendations.

(3) Trade Facilitation and Support for WTO DDA Agenda

Japan provided a report recent activities in the WTO/TBT committee of interest to the SCSC, including the discussion on suppliers declaration of conformance (SDoC).

Thailand sought feedback from the members on the relevant merits of SDoC, as opposed to pre-market approval, and suggested that it be an item for the agenda for SCSC 1 in 2006. Thailand noted that SDoC implied the need for high levels of market surveillance that required significant resources. The proposal from Thailand was accepted.

China asked whether there had been any feedback from the TBT committee on the input from the SCSC. Japan responded that the purpose of the SCSC reporting to the TBT committee was to provide information and not to seek a response.

Japan agreed to circulate the final draft of the paper to the members before the report is submitted to the TBT committee. 

China provided a report on the latest activities in the WTO/SPS Committee and highlighted the activities on special and differential treatment and forthcoming workshops and courses that may be of interest to members. 

(4) Transparency

Further to the Leaders Standards on Transparency, Chile provided a report on its new web “Portal on Technical Regulations” which would improve access to proposed and adopted technical regulations and related information.  The project was anticipated to be completed by year-end.  Indonesia noted that it was developing a similar type of portal.
(5) IPR issues relevant to standardization

Japan indicated that there was nothing to report at this meeting.

(6) Promoting the digital economy

The USA reported that a paper had been prepared for the CTI meeting containing a proposed text for inclusion in the Leaders Digital Statement on principles for technology choice which included principles related to standards.  SCSC delegates were encouraged to collaborate with their CTI counterparts to contribute to the discussion at the CTI.

(7) Supporting SME

Brunei Darussalam reported on the APEC Workshop for SME Program managers on reducing SMEs compliance cost, held on 19-20 July 2005 in Bandar Seri Begawan. 

Brunei Darussalam put forward a number of recommendations from the workshop, as set out in Doc 2005/SOM3/SCSCII/010, for consideration by the SCSC.

 The SCSC agreed to feed back to the SME WG the following endorsed proposals:

· Improving access to standard and conformance related information by stakeholders, in particular SCSC’s blueprint on Standards and Conformance, led by Chile may be a starting point to disseminate to SMEs the initiatives already done at SCSC 
· Capacity building activities for SME Program Managers, Regulators, Developers of Standards and SMEs;

· Strengthening institutions of APEC economies in order to address the needs of SMEs;

· Encourage the APEC SMEWG and SCSC to work together, in particular SCSC through the APEC Secretariat to forward copies or links to the relevant SCSC documents to the SMEWG for dissemination to SME Program Managers. SCSC may wish to consider ways to assist the SME Program Managers to understand and utilize these resources.
Chile then provided a list of nine proposals to improve access to information to business, as set out in Doc 2005/SOM3/SCSC/009, based on the SME Workshop on Reducing Compliance Costs. 

Following a discussion Chile was asked to revise their proposal.

The revised proposal was then accepted by the SCSC as follows:

· To further promote good regulatory practices in order to allocate enough time to public consultations to allow business sector (domestic and foreign) to timely access and assess to the relevant information.

· To enhance information networks on technical regulations, further improving the information and feedback process to and from the business sector.

· To support capacity building activities oriented to training business, especially SMEs, improving their knowledge, expertise and skills on standards and conformance matters, including public consultation.

· APEC Secretariat to provide through SCSC Webpage the contact list of APEC-SCSC, TBT and SPS WTO Committees. 

· APEC Secretariat to provide through SCSC Webpage a link to WTO notifications if possible. 

· Secretariat to include a link to the list of Standardization Bodies currently available in the ISO and IEC Webpage.

· Secretariat to look for and ask each economy to update information about Regulatory Authorities, including this list on SCSC Webpage.

· Promote the diffusion and links of WebPages with SCSC Webpage. APEC Secretariat to send the URL of this page to economies for its diffusion.

· Encourage the diffusion of SCSC Blueprint to business sector in order to increase the awareness and understanding of SCSC related matters.
(8) Pathfinder Initiatives

Food MRA Pathfinder Initiative

Thailand provided a report on progress on the Food Sectoral MRA which held its first meeting on 27-28 June in Bangkok. Thailand reported good progress, although only seven member economies participated at the meeting. 

The SCSC agreed on recommendations for possible next steps towards trade facilitation by:

· Organising a seminar on the development of the APEC Sectoral Food MRA in June 2006 (Thailand as a host economy);

· Exploring possible technical capacity building to accelerate the Sectoral Food MRA;

· Establishing a work plan for Sectoral Food MRA;

· Identifying possible areas of Sectoral Food MRA; and

· Sharing information with other APEC fora.

New Zealand asked about coordination with the food safety initiative approved earlier in the meeting. Thailand responded that a process for coordination had been agreed.

EE-MRA

China reported on the results of the EEMRA workshop held in Bali on 10/11 August and indicated the a number of recommendations in Doc 2005/SOM 3/SCSC/011.

China, with the assistance of New Zealand, then presented a revised set of proposals based on the feedback from economies, as follows:  

· The JAC to clarify that participation in Part II does not require participation in Part III of the EE MRA.

· The JAC to encourage further exchange of information under Part I, and to establish a database for information sharing among the regulators and place that on the SCSC web page.

· The JAC to foster closer relations with the SRBs through the lead Shepherd, and to make full use of the SRBs’ expertise to strengthen capacity and build confidence.

· The APEC Secretariat to provide support to the JAC in its activities, for example to re‑activate and improve where necessary the EE MRA web-site.

· The JAC to resend invitations to member economies to encourage further participation in the EE MRA.

· The SCSC agreed to a call for regulators to be active participants in the JAC meetings.

· The JAC to organise a meeting before the next SCSC meeting in 2006 to establish a work programme for ongoing dialogue on EE MRA issues.

These proposals were accepted by the members.

(8) Interaction with Business

Korea reported on the outcomes of the ABAC-SCSC policy dialogue held on 5 September. Korea made several recommendations based on the discussions at the meeting and further consultation with the session moderators.

Chile suggested that there was less need for a research proposal on levels of participation in international standardization as proposed under the third proposal than there was a need to look at how to encourage more involvement.

The United States, New Zealand and Australia supported the proposal for a case study on different mechanisms for the acceptance of conformity assessment reports in the APEC region for trade facilitation. Japan suggested that it would be prepared to take the lead in such a study with the support of New Zealand. It was also agreed to seek input from ABAC to go into the study.

The United States suggested that PASC could provide a paper on how to encourage greater participation in ISO and IEC. New Zealand suggested that Codex Alimentarius should also be included.

The members agreed to the proposals relating to standards education. The United States suggested that PASC could provide its perspective on standards education.

PASC suggested that the focus of the education might also include conformance and perhaps other SRBs such as PAC could also be involved.

Korea suggested that perhaps a text book could be developed.

Thailand suggested that standards education could be a topic within the 2006 Standards and Conformance conference to be held in Vietnam. 

The SCSC finally endorsed the following resolution:

· SCSC reconfirmed its intention to listen more carefully to business people and to continue making a forum/dialogue with APEC businesses including ABAC and related Dialogues in APEC. In such forum, SCSC to try to invite more speakers and participants from private sectors
· SCSC encouraged members to seek various practical ways to raise voices of APEC in international standards organization including cooperation in management board such as ISO TMB or IEC SMB. 
· SCSC has recognized there are various viewpoints on MRAs: MRAs are considered as one of the useful tools for trade facilitation; however, on the other hand, there are some cases that the cost of MRA outweigh the benefits. In this sense, SCSC agreed to launch a project to clarify the effectiveness of MRAs. Japan has volunteered to take a leading role in the work in cooperation with the USA, Australia and New Zeeland. Japan proposed to mainly conduct a case study by collecting/analyzing success and failure cases of MRAs including  other existing mechanisms to facilitate the acceptance of conformity assessment results.

· SCSC recognized the importance of ‘standards education’ as a means to build national standards infrastructure and to narrow the gap in standards infrastructure among APEC economies. It is suggested that the concept of ‘standards education’ should include conformity assessment. SCSC agreed to develop ‘standards education’ in cooperation with SRBs, particularly with PASC.  SCSC agreed to continue to share information and experience on standards education in its future meetings.  
(9) Other items

The APEC Secretariat provided an update on latest developments including APEC reform and priorities.

5. Results of the SCSC Work for 2005

(1) Alignment with International Standards and active participation in international standardization

Japan reported on the results of the VAP survey which showed a very high level of completion of alignment. As a result, Japan proposed that it was not necessary to continue to report on these priority areas in future; however, those member economies that had not completed alignment could do so if they wished to. 

Japan then made a proposal for a new project for voluntary alignment based on 296 electrical standards used under the IECEE CB scheme with a target date of 2010 for alignment.

PASC suggested that there may be too much concentration of effort on the IECEE CB scheme given that only 13 economies were members of IEC and had the possibility to participate in the CB scheme. PASC suggested that other products areas, such as wood-based products or fire protection equipment that were regulated might lead to more trade facilitation benefits.

Japan responded that the IECEE CB scheme was chosen as a basis because of the feedback from the ABAC dialogue held in 2004. Japan suggested that other standards could be added.

Chile supported the choice of electrical goods for the VAP as they were widely traded.

Thailand questioned whether the criteria of including a standard if one economy regulated it was appropriate and suggested that the criterion could be a higher number. 

In response to Thailand’s concern, Malaysia recommended that there be two priority lists.

Japan then modified its proposal as follows: 

· As a first priority, only those standards that had been referenced under regulations in 2 or more economies would be included in the VAP survey from 2006 

· This would reduce the number of standards to be reported on to 168. 

· At a later date, the SCSC could make a decision regarding including the remaining 128 standards that were only currently referenced in one  economy only.

This revised proposal was accepted by the members.

Korea provided a report on the joint session between the SCSC/TFTF and the CDSG held on 7 September 2005.

Korea made a number of proposals flowing from the discussion at the joint session.  

After some discussion, the following actions were agreed:

More Effective Communication
· Continue to maintain and improve information flow regarding issues of common interest such as: EU REACH, SAICM, EuP, RoHS, and GHS.  Participants suggested that this joint session was useful and might be held again in the future.

· Improve co-ordination and communication with other APEC fora regarding work and common interests. 

· Draw on Expertise – internally and as necessary looking to outside experts.

· Consider strategies for using external for a as a platform for advancing APEC economies’ interests, i.g.: WTO/TBT, ISO, IEC, OECD, and others. 
A Strategic and Outcome-oriented Approach
· Seek to develop effective and results-oriented strategies with clearly identified realistic/strategic goals and specific objectives.

· Elaborate specific measures to advance goals.  Such measures may include both collective actions representing the group as a whole and individual actions members undertake separately.

· Consider opportunities to act collectively when it may be more effective than members' separate efforts.
Mexico advised that it was no longer in a position to chair the trade section of the Trade Facilitation Task Force and the United States agreed to take over that role.

The Chair recommended that a stand-alone meeting of the TFTF could be held in the margins of SOM I to discuss the issues that it was originally formed to explore. This would be in addition to any joint sessions held at that time.

The APEC Secretariat noted the need for the two chairs of the TFTF (Korea and the United States) to develop terms of reference for the TFTF for circulation to the SCSC and approval.

In relation to the TFTF:

· SCSC agreed to convene a TFTF meeting on the margin of SOM I 2006 and in advance of a joint meeting with the CDSG 
· SCSC strongly encouraged APEC member economies to communicate their interests and concerns with respect to the EU’s REACH regulation to regulatory, trade and foreign affairs ministries in key EU member states in advance of the anticipated first reading before Parliament in November.

· SCSC encouraged delegates to coordinate with their representatives to the WTO/TBT Committee with a view to continuing an exchange of information on concerns with emerging regulations in Europe on the margins of the November 2006 Committee meeting.

· Korea and Vietnam will take the lead in organizing a seminar on the trade effects of environmental regulations to be held in conjunction with SOM I 2006.

(2) Good Regulatory Practice

Mexico provided a report on activities within Mexico to achieve good regulatory practice. 

(3) Recognition of Conformity Assessment 

Australia provided an update on the work program for recognition of conformity assessment in the regulated sector and noted that this was similar to the draft presented at SCSC1.

(4) Cooperation on Technical Infrastructure Development 
Australia presented an updated report based on information received since SCSC 1.
(5) Reports of the SRBs and TGs

Indonesia as lead shepherd for the SRBs provided the reports on behalf of APLAC, PAC and APMP. Indonesia also reported on the projects in the voluntary sector currently being undertaken by the SRBs with APEC assistance.
APLMF reported on recent activities including progress on the Seminars and Training Courses in Legal Metrology currently being undertaken with support from the TILF funding.

PASC presented its report and noted that its proposal for a coordinated approach to capacity building projects required discussion with the other SRBs and since only APLMF was present it was not possible to put forward a coordinated proposal to SCSC at this meeting. PASC also sought feedback on the possibility of PASC inviting India to become a member and whether this might affect the relationship with APEC in any way. There were no concerns expressed about this possible change of membership.

The Chair asked whether any Economies had proposals about how SCSC might better utilize the SRBs.

Brunei Darussalam suggested that the SCSC could report to the CTI about the ISO work on standards for a safer world and how PASC could support APEC initiatives on security.

New Zealand suggested that it could be useful for APLAC and PAC to attend the next JAC meeting to provide their experiences to assist with the EEMRA.

The Chair suggested that when the SRBs consider new projects they might like to take into consideration the APEC objectives.

Indonesia proposed that it would work with the SRBs and bring forward a proposal for consideration at SOM I 2006 to improve the coordination between SRBs in capacity building and how to work more closely with APEC to achieve its goals.

The SCSC accepted the reports of the SRBs and the proposal from Indonesia.

6. SCSC projects

Chile proposed revised criteria for urgent projects, as follows, and these were accepted.

· Projects that respond to industry concerns, following ABAC and SMEs requests, relating to awareness raising and trade facilitation.

· Projects related to capacity building

· Projects oriented towards developing infrastructure for standards and conformance.

The APEC secretariat clarified the timetable for submitting urgent projects.

The APEC secretariat provided a report on the April and August meetings of the Budget Management Committee.

The SCSC expressed the view that the Good Regulatory Practice and Standards and Conformance Conferences were important to capacity building and should continue to be funded beyond 2006.

The SCSC expressed the view that the ranking of projects by the SCSC should be taken into account by CTI and BMC. 

7. Adoption of the SCSC Chair’s report to the 3rd CTI meeting

The SCSC considered and adopted the Chair’s Report of the 2nd SCSC Meeting in 2005.

8. Adoption of the SCSC II Summary conclusions

The SCSC considered and adopted the Summary Conclusions of the 2nd SCSC Meeting in 2005.

9.  Preparation for the year 2006 

Vietnam announced that Mr Tran Van Hoc would be the Chair of the SCSC for 2006. Australia advised that Mr Brian Phillips would be the vice chair for 2006, although no decision had been made regarding the Chair for 2007.

Vietnam tentatively advised that SCSC 1 would be in late February/early March in Ha Noi and SCSC 2 would be held in Da Nang around September.

10. Meeting Documents

The SCSC considered the public release of documents and agreed that all documents may be made publicly available except for the following:

	Document No.
	Title
	Agenda Item

	
	
	

	2005/SOM3/SCSC/016
	 Report of the 2005 VAP Results and Comprehensive Review of the VAP alignment work
	5(1)


11. Other Business

Japan stressed the importance of having meeting documents submitted on time so that these documents could be circulated in good time to the economies.

The Chair reminded members of the benefits of making powerpoint presentations rather than reading papers.

The APEC secretariat asked that changes to the agenda be advised ahead of the meeting to avoid multiple changes at the meeting.

12. Acknowledgements

SCSC members thanked all those who had prepared and presented papers at the meeting, including Mr John Henry of Australia for preparing this draft report and Mr Nguyen Minh Vu of the APEC Secretariat for his work in preparing the documents for the meeting. 

The SCSC members expressed their sincere thanks to the Chair and his staff, the volunteers and all who have assisted at the meeting, as well as for the associated social events. 

13. Adjournment 

The SCSC Chair then adjourned the meeting. 

Note “Information only” items were not discussed at the session, but relevant documents were submitted and were officially recorded.      
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