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The first SCSC meeting for 2006 was held on 23 and 24 February 2006 in Ha Noi, Viet Nam. The meeting was attended by representatives from: Australia; Brunei Darussalam; Canada; Chile; People’s Republic of China; Hong Kong China; Indonesia; Japan; the Republic of Korea; Malaysia; Mexico; New Zealand; Philippines, Singapore; Chinese Taipei; Thailand; the United States of America; and Viet Nam. The APEC Secretariat, representatives of the Asia Pacific Legal Metrology Forum (APLMF), the Asia Pacific Metrology Programme (APMP), the Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC), Pacific Accreditation Cooperation (PAC) and the Pacific Area Standards Congress (PASC) were also in attendance.

1. Opening

Mr Tran Van Hoc, Director of the Standards Department, Directorate for Standards and Quality (STAMEQ) and SCSC Chairperson for 2006, opened and chaired the meeting. 

The Chairperson invited Dr Le Dinh Tien, Vice Minister for Science and Technology to give the welcoming address. Dr Tien mentioned the challenges that are being faced within the APEC region and the need for strengthened cooperation. He pointed to the Busan roadmap and its importance to achieving the Bogor goals. He noted the important role of standards and conformance in liberalizing trade and investment in the region and wished the SCSC success in its work.

The SCSC Chair spoke of the honour of leading the SCSC in 2006 and the strong programme of work that was the legacy of the Korean leadership of Professor Lee during 2005. He stated that for 2006 he hoped to continue this high level of activity and to encompass some new projects in fields such as standards education. In order to achieve this goal he sought the cooperation of all economies with efficient intersessional activities and delivery of papers on time.

The Chair then provided information about the theme for APEC in 2006, ‘Towards a dynamic community for sustainable development and prosperity’ and the related sub-themes.

The Chair introduced Mr Chris De Cure, Chairperson of the APEC CTI and invited him to address the SCSC on the CTI priorities for 2006. Mr De Cure mentioned the linkages to the Busan roadmap that was endorsed by the APEC leaders in 2005. He spoke of the importance of working with other international bodies, rather than trying to duplicate their roles and the need for security and stability to enhance trade in the region. He indicated the value of pathfinder initiatives but noted that there had only been one new pathfinder initiative started in the past three to four years. 
2. Adoption of the Agenda

The SCSC adopted the agenda after the following amendments were made to the draft circulated ahead of the meeting:

· Japan asked for a change to the subject of Agenda item 4(2) to reflect the fact that the new voluntary action plan was already adopted

· Korea indicated that it would lead the discussion under agenda item 4(10) and that PASC would speak after Korea.

· Indonesia asked for a change to agenda item 4(12) to allow the SRBs to report on recent activities as necessary

· China asked that agenda item 4(8) reflect the fact that Thailand would be reporting on the Food Sector MRA, but China is not involved.

· Chile pointed out that it was not the economy reporting on agenda item 4(9)

· Australia requested that the report of the Food Safety Cooperation Initiative Steering Group workshop under agenda item 4(7) be discussed on Friday to allow for finalization of the report.

3. Business Arrangements

The office of the SCSC Chair provided information regarding the logistical arrangements for the meeting.

The APEC secretariat provided information on the business arrangements for the meeting and support for the delegates, including the arrangements for dissemination of information to the APEC family and to the public through the APEC Information Management Portal.

The APEC secretariat also mentioned the report on Resourcing and Supporting Standardization in the APEC Economies that had recently been reviewed by ABAC.

Several economies noted that the report drew heavily on experiences within the European standards and conformance system which may not be the most appropriate model for APEC. It was suggested that the SRBs might provide the SCSC with feedback on the report and advise whether other standards and conformance models might also usefully be considered as a benchmark for the APEC region. Members were encouraged to provide feedback to their ABAC representatives on the report.

4. SCSC Work Programme for 2006

The SCSC Chair summarized the draft SCSC workplan for 2006 and pointed out its contribution towards the APEC themes for 2006. The economies noted that this was a useful summary; but it may need to be updated in the light of discussions during the meeting. It was agreed that the summary should be treated as a draft and not approved as final at this stage. 

The Chair then invited reports on the 14 items in the workplan.

(1) Trade Facilitation        

The United States presented the report of the Trade Facilitation Task Force (TFTF) meeting and seminar held on 21 February which was jointly chaired by Korea/United States. 
The United States highlighted the changes agreed at the meeting to the proposed terms of reference for the TFTF, circulated ahead of the SCSC meeting, notably clarifying the role of the TFTF in relation to REACH and some changes to the proposed workplan. 

The SCSC approved the Work Plan contained in the TOR and noted the following recommendations for its consideration:

· SCSC members coordinate with their respective representatives to the ISTG in advance of its next meeting (March) to avoid duplication of effort.

· SCSC members coordinate with ISTG representatives on the topics under discussion and encourage their participation in the TFTF.

· PASC SC considers strategies for promoting more cohesion of opinions among APEC economies national committees’ participating in the ISO and IEC. 
· PASC SC provide advice on how APEC economies who are interested but unable to directly participate could contribute to the process, including consideration of how to facilitate and increase the number of meetings hosted in APEC economies.

· SCSC members follow-up with communications with the Commission, whether bilaterally (e.g., through written comments or official representations) and/or in relevant international fora (e.g., the March meeting of the WTO TBT Committee) on concerns related to transparency in the development of the EuP “implementing measures” and standards to ensure APEC economies’ interests are considered.

· SCSC members to explore opportunities for providing input to the newly established “Ecodesign Consultation Forum.”

· SCSC members to monitor requests for input from CEN/CENELEC/ETSI and respond, as appropriate.

· SCSC members to monitor WTO/TBT notifications of proposed implementing measures.

SCSC members were encouraged to evaluate the EC proposed classification of the reaction-to-fire performance of construction products (G/TBT/N/EEC/92) and respond, as appropriate.

SCSC members were encouraged to review and comment on the recent Korean Ministry of Environment proposal on recycling and disposal of electronic and automotive products and encouraged Korea to make its notification to the WTO if it had not already done so. 

Korea reminded economies of the on-going e-learning courses on the practical use of environmental product standards and encouraged further participation by economies.

Viet Nam provided an information report on progress in implementing the TF CAP approved at SCSC 2 in 2005 and requested feedback on the implementation plan and proposed form of the template. 

Japan indicated that it had some detailed comments on the template that would be passed to Viet Nam . Japan also suggested that the SCSC had previously agreed to undertake this exercise in 2006, but not on an annual basis. 

The Chair asked for interested economies to nominate experts to work on finalizing this template during the course of the meeting and report back to the final session for approval.

Viet Nam reported at final session on the work taken by group of experts from interested economies including Japan, Chile, Korea, China, United States and Viet Nam in finalizing the TF CAP template and its suggestions on the implementation for SCSC consideration and approval.
The SCSC approved the suggested SCSC TF CAP Template and agreed to implement it only in 2006 as follows:
- Lead economies on the SCSC issues related to the areas and actions of CAP to provide Viet Nam available latest information regarding activities concerned by 1 April 2006

- Viet Nam to update primarily the TF CAP template part I based on the information submitted by the lead economies and circulate to member economies for updating the progress of their implementation of TF CAP by 1 May 2006.
- SCSC member economies to update the information to the TF CAP template part1 and feed back it to Viet Nam for analyse and evaluation by 1 June 2006
- Viet Nam to update the SCSC TF CAP template part II based on the information concerned provided by APEC Secretariat and Lead economies.

- Viet Nam to conduct the analysis and evaluation of implementation of SCSCTF CAP and prepare the summary report on the final review of the SCSC TF CAP by 1st July 2006 and circulate to member economies for comments.

- Viet Nam finalizes the summary report on SCSC TF CAP implementation for submitting to SCSC at SCSC II Meeting in September 2006 for approval.
The SCSC will consider the continuation of review of implementation of TF CAP for incoming period at SCSCII meeting in Nha Trang City in September 2006.
Japan reported on the outcomes of the November meeting of the WTO TBT committee, including preparations for the 4th triennial review.

Japan provided a proposed report for submission to the TBT committee on the degree of alignment within APEC economies to certain international standards based on the data gathered from the VAP. Canada noted that its data did not appear to have been included in the report and offered to resubmit the data. Australia and the United States provided some comments on the covering report and Japan undertook to take account of the Canadian data and these comments in a revised report.
China provided a report on the February 2006 meeting of the WTO SPS committee and highlighted four themes of the meeting: the recognition of regions by international standards setting bodies, procedures for the recognition of the concept of regionalization, predictability of undue delays and transparency.

The Chair sought input from member economies on how the SCSC could contribute to the implementation of the Busan roadmap. 

New Zealand suggested that the SCSC could contribute to the model measures being developed by the CTI, if requested to do so, and New Zealand offered to coordinate this activity. 

(2) Alignment with International Standards and active participation in International Standardization

Japan provided an implementation plan for the new VAP, based on the IEC EE CB scheme, which had been agreed at the previous SCSC meeting. Japan explained that the report now included standards referenced as technical regulations, but would not include information about national variations. 

Singapore and Chile supported the need for the report to include technical regulation. Korea and Australia indicated that gathering accurate data on this aspect may present some difficulties. Japan invited any economies having difficulties in providing the full information to submit what information they can. The deadline for submission of data by the economies was agreed to be 30 June 2006. The address for comments is jpnscsc@meti.go.jp
Japan reported on activities of ISO/TC 223 Civil Defence which is now concentrating on developing standards for societal security. Japan encouraged APEC member economies to support this new initiative given the experiences of natural disasters in the region in recent times.

Japan provided a report on harmonization of IPR issues by major international standards organizations and encouraged members to participate in the ISO/IEC workshop on Patent and Copyright Policies to be held 1 and 2 June 2006 in Geneva.

PASC reported on a matrix of involvement by APEC member economies in key ISO and IEC committees and suggested that a more developed report on improving involvement in international standardization would be brought forward at SCSC 2. PASC noted that Codex Alimentarius was an intergovernmental body and PASC members were, in general, not the relevant national bodies involved in Codex. PASC therefore noted that its report would be limited to ISO and IEC.
(3) Good Regulatory Practice

Viet Nam reported on preparations for the 4th GRP Conference to be held in conjunction with SCSC 2 in Nha Trang on 4 September (tentatively). Viet Nam also reported on preparations for the 6th Conference on Standards and Conformance, again to be held in conjunction with SCSC 2, on 5 and 6 September (tentatively). Viet Nam indicated that the proposed content was a suggestion to stimulate discussion and there was flexibility to adjust the program after consultation with the economies. The Chair asked for economies to provide feedback on the two conferences and suggested speakers by 2 April.

The SCSC agreed that representatives of the EU could be invited to speak at the Standards and Conformance Conference. 

(4) Recognition of Conformity Assessment

Australia tabled a proposed workplan for 2006 and noted that the item regarding consideration of the Malaysian application to join Part 2 of the EE MRA was now completed.

China, the United States and New Zealand sought some detailed changes to the wording of items in the workplan. 

With those changes, the updated workplan was approved.

Japan presented a proposed study to be based on surveys of both government agencies and private businesses on their evaluation of the effectiveness of inter-governmental MRAs. 

Canada suggested that PAC and APLAC might be asked to review the proposed surveys to ensure that the difference between inter-governmental MRAs and MRAs in the voluntary sector is clear to those taking part in the surveys. Malaysia, Singapore and Korea agreed that the proposal by Japan was commendable, but supported the need for some further clarification of aspects of the surveys.

Japan asked that written comments on the surveys be provided by 10 March so that the surveys can be finalized and distributed in good time for the results to be considered at SCSC 2 in September 2006. The address for comments is jpnscscmra@meti.go.jp

The SCSC decided that following this comment period, the surveys would be considered to be approved; and the business survey could be loaded onto the SCSC web site, without the need for them to be circulated for out of session endorsement.

The SCSC Chair was asked to seek the cooperation of ABAC through the ABAC Chair in conducting the business survey.

(5) Recognition of Conformity Assessment in the Voluntary Sector

Australia put forward a proposed workplan and sought comments on it from the other economies.

The workplan was approved with some minor changes.

(6) Cooperation on Technical Infrastructure Development

Australia put forward a proposed workplan and sought comments on it from the other economies.

The workplan was approved with some minor changes.

(7) APEC Food Safety Cooperation Seminar

Australia reported on the seminar jointly chaired by China and Australia held on 21 February 2006. The seminar discussed the stocktake of food safety initiatives in APEC economies, undertaken following SOM III of 2005 and the resulting needs analysis prepared by Australia and China. 

The workshop recommended to SCSC that:

· Further work needs to be done to complete the Stocktake; comments from Member Economies to be submitted to Australia and China by end of March 2006.
· The Stocktake and the draft Needs Analysis were recognized as valuable outcomes of the Ad Hoc Steering Group that provide meaningful direction for future action; however, more time is required to further consider the main themes arising from the draft Needs Analysis and to refer back to technical regulatory experts in each Member Economy regarding practical aspects for implementation. 

· Suggestions for additional measures be sought from Member Economies should be invited.
· The Ad Hoc Steering Group further refine the themes from the draft Needs Analysis and discuss these at a workshop in September 2006 in Viet Nam prior to making final recommendations to SCSC.
· The Workshop agreed to keep other APEC Committees, such as ATCWG, ABAC and the Fish Working Group, informed of the progress of the Food Safety Cooperation Initiative. 

· The work of this Ad Hoc Steering Group be finalized after the September 2006 SCSC meeting. The final report of the Ad Hoc Steering Group should consider ongoing arrangements to oversight the implementation of this work (develop workplan and decide on any future working groups to carry on the work).

The SCSC accepted the report and the Chair asked Australia and China to circulate the proposed agenda for the seminar to economies for comment and work with the organizers of SCSC 2 to ensure that the proposed seminar could be accommodated within the SOM III timetable.

(8) Pathfinder Initiatives

EE-MRA

China provided a report on behalf of the JAC chair on the progress of the EE MRA and the JAC meeting held on 20 February. 

China, reported on a number of recommendations coming out of the JAC meeting, as follows: 
· To establish a database for better Part 1 information exchange

· To develop operational procedures on how to conduct mutual recognition

· To consider applying for financial support for an APEC seminar for electrical regulators in 2006 or 2007

· To organize an expert group to do peer evaluation on the designating authorities and designated bodies in consultation with relevant SRBs

The SCSC endorsed the report and the proposed actions.

Japan noted the criteria in terms of numbers of economies involved in a project established for pathfinder initiatives and asked that the report clearly identify how the proposals would promote involvement by more economies in this pathfinder initiative.

The APEC secretariat indicated that the CTI would be having a discussion on pathfinder initiatives; however, at present there were no firm guidelines for assessing pathfinder initiatives.

Japan and Australia indicated that if the EEMRA was not progressing adequately to maintain pathfinder status, the project could be maintained as an ordinary work item, following the appropriate procedure.

Food MRA Pathfinder Initiative

Thailand provided a report on the Food Sectoral MRA and progress on the initiatives that had been endorsed by the SCSC at its second meeting in 2005:

· Holding a seminar on the development of the APEC Sectoral Food MRA on 15/16 June 2006 in Thailand;

· Exploring possible technical capacity building to accelerate the Sectoral Food MRA at the seminar;

· Establishing a case study of MRAs;

· Presenting the outcomes of the seminar and the related work at SCSC 2

· Seeking funding to support these activities

(9) Supporting SMEs

Chile provided an update on the workplan for improving SME’s access to standards and conformance information. The report included three aspects:

· Listing the actions endorsed last year by the SCSC

· Proposed activities and deadlines related to those actions

· Proposed texts to be included as part of the proposed activities

Japan suggested that the Chilean proposal may have gone beyond what was agreed at the previous SCSC meeting and because the document was only circulated a short time before the meeting, there was insufficient time to consult with all relevant regulatory authorities. Japan therefore indicated that it was not in a position to approve the workplan at the meeting.

There were a number of comments on the proposed web page with links to regulatory agency sites in member economies.

Chile asked for comments on the proposal to be submitted by economies by the end of April so that a revised proposal, taking account of this feedback, could be submitted for approval at SCSC 2. The Chair asked Japan and Korea to assist Chile intersessionally to develop the revised proposal.

Korea provided information about the Korean Standards Service Network (KSSN) which is an internet site that provides a central point for purchasing Korean, international and other overseas standards. In addition, the site provides access to on-line training courses, links to other educational sites and reports on trends and news. 

SCSC asked Korea to undertake a survey of similar systems available in other economies and PASC volunteered to assist Korea with gathering this information.

(10) Standards Education

Korea provided an update on standards education activities in Korea, including an invitation to attend an international workshop to be held on 8 June.

Korea presented a concept paper regarding activities that the SCSC could undertake to promote education on standards and conformance in secondary schools and universities within the region and tabled a project proposal for TILF funding to support this initiative. The project would include developing a suggested curriculum and a supporting textbook for secondary schools. Korea indicated that it would consult with PASC and other SRBs on technical aspects.

Thailand indicated that it would co-sponsor the project.

Chile suggested that there should be coordination with other APEC fora that were specifically responsible for educational matters. 

The SCSC agreed to take actions, to promote the inclusion of Standards and Conformity Assessment and related activities in the curricula of schools and universities in the APEC region. Where relevant, this would be done in conjunction with relevant APEC fora with responsibility for educational matters.

The SCSC endorsed the funding proposal in principle and asked Korea to take account of the comments in developing the scope of the project. Korea agreed to circulate a more comprehensive proposal for intersessional comments and approval.

(11) Interaction with Business

Viet Nam provided a presentation on the importance of the SCSC interacting with business and how this interaction might be promoted.

Viet Nam identified current collective actions that would promote greater interaction with business and identified some other activities that would contribute to this goal.

· Wider implementation of ISO “twinning” policy

· Spreading the concept of industry-led or joint (corporate) government-industry-led standardization instead of government-led standardization 

· Upgrading economies’ standardization and quality infrastructure
· Promoting participation/involvement of business sectors in national standardization 
Japan and Chile commended the concept, but suggested that the proposal needed to be clarified before the activity could be approved.

The SCSC asked Viet Nam, with the assistance of Australia and any other interested economy, to develop a more detailed proposal for consideration at SCSC 2.

(12) SRBs and TGs

Indonesia, as the lead shepherd presented an outline proposal based on discussions with the SRBs to improve coordination between the SCSC and the SRBs as set out in Doc 2006/SOM1/SCSC/012Rev1.

In addition, Indonesia mentioned that coordination with the SRBs would be enhanced if the SRBs were given access to the password protected section of the SCSC website.

PASC explained that the concept was that the SRBs might work together on capacity-building projects in a more strategic way, rather than undertaking training and other activities in isolation. APLAC indicated that in addition to capacity building, the SRBs would collectively seek to identify those items on the SCSC workplan where the SRBs could usefully make a contribution.

Korea sought clarification of the possible deliverables eg the possibilities for projects or a roadmap.

The SCSC endorsed the proposal and the SCSC Chair asked Indonesia to work with the SRBs intersessionally to bring forward a detailed workplan by July for circulation to members and consideration at SCSC 2.

The SCSC noted the reports submitted by the individual SRBs.

(13) Transparency

The United States indicated that this item was an opportunity for economies to share information about their activities in support of the leaders’ statement on transparency and noted the activities already reported by Korea.

5. SCSC Projects

The Chair noted that there were no urgent projects and invited economies to report on the outcomes of completed projects.

Korea briefly reported on the e-learning project on environmental product standards and indicated that a full report would be provided at SCSC 2 once all the courses were completed.

The Chair then invited economies to put forward projects for consideration for 2007.

(1) Seminar and Training Courses in Metrology

Japan proposed the project and asked APLMF to speak to the details of the project. APLMF stated that the project was in response to priority areas for capacity building in developing economies identified through a survey undertaken in 2005. APLMF pointed out that the training would be in the areas of CNG/LPG metering, mechanical weighing scales, product safety and food/agricultural metrology.

The SCSC endorsed the proposal in principle.

(2) Joint APMP-SIM Workshops on Senior Metrologists Approval Program (SMAP) and Measurement Uncertainty

Japan and Korea proposed the project and invited APMP to speak about the details of the proposal. APMP indicated that three workshops were proposed to be held in developing economies to build capacity in measurement uncertainty and to train senior metrologists.

The SCSC endorsed the proposal in principle.

(3) Assisting APEC Developing Economy Participation in Capacity Building Activities in Support of the APEC Specialist Regional Bodies (SRBs), APMP, APLAC and PAC 
Australia proposed the project and invited APLAC to speak to the details of the project. APLAC indicated that the funding was intended to allow representatives from developing economies to participate in a series of seminars to be held in Australia in 2007. The timing of these seminars would take advantage of the presence of international experts in Australia attending the APMP, ILAC and IAF general assembly meetings and thereby reduce the costs associated with the seminars.

Japan asked whether Australia could clarify the intent of the funding and its relationship to the guidelines for TILF funding. The SCSC asked Australia to clarify this point before submitting the final proposal for approval. 

(4) Standards Education Infrastructure Program to develop Curricula and Textbooks for Secondary Schools and Universities

Korea proposed the project which was discussed as part of an earlier agenda item and approved in principle. 

The SCSC decided that all project proposals should be submitted by the end of May, so that they could be circulated for consideration by economies for comments and approval, and for this to be submitted by economies by the end of June. The APEC secretariat would then circulate the approved projects for ranking by the economies. The results of the intersessional consideration and ranking would be tabled at SCSC 2 for information.
6. Adoption of the SCSC’s 2006 workplan

Malaysia proposed an amended version of the workplan for consideration as set out in Doc 2006/SOM1/SCSC/038. 

The SCSC accepted the revised version with some minor changes.

7. Adoption of the SCSC Chair’s report to the 1st CTI meeting

The SCSC considered and adopted the Chair’s Report of the 1st SCSC Meeting in 2006.

8. Adoption of the SCSC II Summary conclusions

The SCSC considered and adopted the Summary Conclusions of the 1st SCSC Meeting in 2006.

9. Meeting Documents

The SCSC considered the public release of documents and agreed that all documents may be made publicly available except for the following:

	Document No.
	Title
	Agenda Item

	
	
	

	2006/SOM1/SCSC/ 003
	Draft SCSC Work Programme/Plan for 2006
	4

	2006/SOM1/SCSC/ 009
	Proposal on a Case Study to Clarify Effectiveness of MRAs
	4. (4)

	2006/SOM1/SCSC/ 019
	2007 Project Proposal: Seminar and Training Courses in Legal Metrology
	5

	2006/SOM1/SCSC/ 020
	2007 Project Proposal: Joint APMP-SIM Workshops on Senior Metrologist Approval Program (SMAP) and Measurement Uncertainty
	5

	2006/SOM1/SCSC/ 021
	2007 Project Proposal: Assisting APEC Developing Economy Participation in Capacity Building Activities in Support of the APEC Specialist Regional Bodies (SRBs), APMP, APLAC and PAC
	5

	2006/SOM1/SCSC/ 025
	Report on the Current Preparation of the 4th Conference on Good Regulatory Practice and the 6th Conference on Standards and Conformance
	4. (3)

	2006/SOM1/SCSC/ 026
	Promotion of the Interaction with Business in SCSC’s Activities
	4. (11)

	2006/SOM1/SCSC/ 039
	2007 Project Proposal – APEC Standards Education Infrastructure Program to Develop Curricula and Textbooks for Secondary School and University
	5
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11. Adjournment 

The SCSC Chair then adjourned the meeting. 

Note “Information only” items were not discussed at the session, but relevant documents were submitted and were officially recorded.   
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