ASIA-PACIFIC ECONOMIC COOPERATION

THIRD SENIOR OFFICIALS’ MEETING

FOR THE EIGHTEENTH APEC MINISTERIAL MEETING

Da Nang City, Viet Nam

16 -17 September 2006

SUMMARY REPORT 
I 
Opening Remarks 
SOM Chair welcomed Senior Officials to Da Nang and to the SOM III meeting.  SOM Chair thanked member economies for their contributions and active participation, especially over the past two weeks, and noted the need for the group to advance preparations for AMM and AELM.

II 
Adoption of Agenda 

SOM adopted the draft agenda proposed by the Chair without amendment.

III 
Business Arrangements 


SOM Chair advised of business arrangements and briefed on the use of the Less Paper Meeting System (LPMS), available in the meeting room.

IV 
Key Outcomes of the SOM Informal Session 


The SOM Chair reported on key outcomes of the 16 September SOM Informal session, covering five main topics:


1. 
WTO/DDA 

SOM agreed that the successful conclusion of the WTO DDA Round remains a top priority for APEC. They expressed determination to help re-energize negotiations and supported the suggestion that Leaders issue a strong political statement that seeks to make a real practical contribution to early resumption of the negotiations. SOM agreed that APEC need not wait until the Leaders meeting to start working on the resumption of talks, and that Members should take steps immediately to move toward resumption of the WTO DDA negotiations and to support the multilateral trading system. SOM called on Member Economies, especially key participants in the WTO process, to review and adjust their positions in order to ensure success of the negotiations. SOM called on the APEC Geneva Caucus to consider measures that APEC could take and suggest these to SOM by the end of October (after the WTO General Council Meeting on 10-11 October). SOM took note of the suggestion that the WTO Director General, Pascal Lamy, be invited to the AMM.


2. 
FTAs/RTAs

SOM took note of the CTI Chair’s report on progress developing model measures for RTAs/FTAs and encouraged members to accelerate their intersessional work to conclude as many chapters as possible for consideration by Ministers. 


3. 
Preparation for the Hanoi Action Plan to implement the Busan Roadmap 
SOM considered progress in drafting the Hanoi Action Plan to implement the Busan Roadmap and encouraged members to provide input by 15 October 2006. SOM Chair will then circulate a revised draft for Members review before CSOM.


4. 
APEC Reform 
SOM reached broad consensus on the recommendations proposed by the Reform FOTC, except for the issue of appointing a three-year term contract Executive Director for the APEC Secretariat. SOM tasked the Reform FOTC to further work on this issue and report back to CSOM. It was agreed that reform is a long-term process, however the reform package will be an important deliverable this year. 

.

5. 
ABAC’s Recommendations

SOM reiterated the importance it attaches to ABAC and ABAC’s active participation in APEC, and noted ABAC’s
recommendations to Leaders. SOM recommitted to actively consider ABAC recommendations, and noted a suggestion to hold a SOM-ABAC dialogue on the margins of SOM I in 2007 in order to get business input, provide feedback to ABAC, and to better account for ABAC’s views in preparing APEC’s annual workplans.

V   
Trade and Investment Liberalization and Facilitation (TILF) 
The CTI Chair reported on the progress in implementing the 2006 CTI work program, focusing on items which were not discussed at the Informal SOM. The Committee has made substantial progress but a number of initiatives require further intersessional work before completion:  

· Trade facilitation - CTI finalized the TFAP Report to Ministers. The report 
includes two key parts – (i) assessment of outcome of the original TFAP and 
(ii) a framework for taking forward the next phase of trade facilitation work - 
TFAP2. The detailed action plan will be developed and finalized for 
consideration at the meeting of Ministers Responsible for Trade in mid-2007. 
The report also recognized that it was difficult to come up with a single 
quantifiable measurement. 

· Investment – CTI, through the IEG, has embarked on an active work program for the year and developed several projects to support and energize this work program.

· Transparency – CTI agreed on a set of templates to assess economies’ 
implementation of the APEC General and Area-Specific Transparency 
Standards to be completed by economies by CTI2, 2007.  CTI is also looking 
at exploring with the World Bank on possibly broadening APEC’s work on 
transparency. 
· Digital economy/IPR – SOM requested CTI and relating sub-fora to further work on the development of the two new model guidelines and the Proposal on “Preventing illegal use of software and other copyright materials by Government Entities” to finalize by CSOM and for inclusion in the 2006 AELM declaration. 
· Pathfinders – CTI developed a framework for evaluating pathfinders and agreed to undertake a comprehensive assessment of all CTI pathfinders in 2007. CTI will seek at CSOM endorsement of the new pathfinder on technology choice and transmit to Ministers for their endorsement.   

· Reform of CTI and CTI sub-fora – CTI evaluated the performance of its sub-
fora and reviewed all terms of reference except for 4 which will be finalized 
intersessionally. The Committee:

· agreed to abolish one CTI sub-forum;

· identified a potential overlap between two of its sub-fora, CPDG and 
SELI with the work of the EC and agreed to work with the EC Chair 
and the convenors of the two sub-fora as their work programs evolve to 
avoid duplication;

· agreed to conduct an annual review of its sub-fora to ensure that they 
are focused on APEC priorities;

· decided that all CTI sub-fora should meet in the margins of CTI;

· discussed “Chair” arrangements for sub-fora and noted that a two-year 
term renewal was the optimum option. It also recognized the value of 
the host economy’s involvement and considered a co-chair 
arrangement for the host economy as an option.

The CTI Chair drew SOM’s attention to the draft 2006 CTI Annual Report to Ministers (Document No. 2006/SOM3/034) which outlines work and accomplishments of CTI and its sub-fora.  He informed the meeting that the report will be finalized intersessionally for submission to CSOM and published after its endorsement by AMM so as to ensure that it contains a complete record of the work of CTI and its sub-fora for 2006.

Japan reported that two-thirds of the APEC member economies have submitted their information on IPR websites and IPR enforcement points of contact and encouraged the remaining economies to do so expeditiously. Japan also informed the meeting that it had developed a template for reporting implementation of the APEC Model Guidelines to Reduce Trade in Counterfeit and Pirated Goods and encouraged the co-sponsoring economies to develop templates to track implementation of the other two Model Guidelines that were endorsed in 2005. On investment, Japan sought members’ support for the comprehensive and strategic investment liberalization and facilitation work program that was being progressed in the IEG and the three funding requests it was seeking in the CTI/IEG. 

The US reported that 11 economies had agreed to participate in Technology Choice Principles Pathfinder, thus giving the initiative the critical mass needed to be launched as a full Pathfinder in November. (An additional economy intervened to say that it would be signing onto the Pathfinder as well, increasing to 12 the number of economies agreeing at the point to participate) The US also reported on the successful conclusion of LSIF IV, noting the final report will be submitted at CSOM/AMM, and advised SOM that the Chemical Dialogue will present a report on Economies’ Implementation of GHS to AMM.

SOM thanked the CTI Chair for his comprehensive report and applauded the efforts of CTI and its sub fora to further enhance APEC cooperation activities in the field of trade and investment facilitation and liberalization.  

SOM endorsed the Trade Facilitation Action Plan Report to Ministers, including a framework for taking TFAP beyond 2006, and instructed CTI to consider comments and suggestions when elaborating the details of TFAP2. Member economies were also encouraged to provide new ideas for inclusion in TFAP2. SOM generally supported the idea that TFAP2 should focus on substance and capacity building rather than measurement of the 5% target. SOM asked CTI to intensify its work, including capacity building initiatives in those areas where implementation proves most difficult, and observed the need to strengthen private-public partnership as well as closer linkage between collective and individual actions in the implementation of TFAP2. 

SOM endorsed the Templates for Assessing implementation of APEC Transparency Standards, encouraging member economies to actively fill out the templates. 

On the Digital Economy and Strengthening IPR, SOM requested CTI and related sub-fora to work further on and finalize by CSOM the two new model guidelines and the proposal on “Preventing illegal use of software and other copyright materials by Government Entities”. SOM welcomed the finalization of the technology choice principles pathfinder and encouraged economies to sign on.

SOM welcomed work undertaken to develop an Investment Expanded Work Program and noted three project proposals developed by Japan to support this work.

SOM acknowledged CTI’s efforts to evaluate Pathfinder Initiatives. SOM encourages member economies to review their progress under those pathfinders they have signed on to, and identify and highlight the achievements and benefits from these initiatives in order to encourage wider participation.

SOM noted progress in the reform of CTI and its sub-fora, and endorsed the decisions made by the Committee. SOM anticipates receiving the Committee’s final report with revised TORs from all its sub-fora by CSOM.

SOM welcomed the outcomes of the 4th Life Sciences Innovation Forum.


SOM took note of the draft 2006 CTI Annual Report to Ministers, and asked CTI 
to finalise its Report and other relevant documents for submission to Ministers.


IAP Peer Review

SOM endorsed the paper submitted by the APEC Secretariat (Document No 2006/SOM3/004rev1) which set out the division of work among experts for the IAP Peer Review session at SOM I in 2007 and the proposed dates for the sessions at SOM III in 2007 and 2008.
VI

Economic and Technical Cooperation (ECOTECH) 

The SCE Chair, Ambassador Spencer of Australia, reported on the Committee’s achievements during the year, including: a review of the Manila Framework; improved project management processes; a streamlined SOM Report; improved reporting for Working Groups and SOM Taskforces; and streamlined agenda and meeting processes.  


The SCE Chair updated members about the Fora review process, which was still ongoing. He encouraged Senior Officials to consult with their domestic agencies, especially with regard to possible mergers and disbandment of certain sub-fora. The next steps include the distribution of a revised paper incorporating comments and providing further explanations within the next few weeks to all Chairs, Lead Shepherds, Senior Officials and SCE members. Another SCE meeting will be held in the margins of CSOM to finalize recommendations for submission to CSOM.

SOM expressed appreciation for the work undertaken by the SCE and took note of the progress report on the review of working groups, task forces and networks. SOM 
urged the meeting to continue its work on reform. SOM endorsed the recommendation to strengthen the Manila Framework by updating the priorities and consolidating it with the four medium term priorities.  SOM endorsed in principle the draft SOM Report on ECOTECH and asked that the SCE finalize it by CSOM. SOM took note of the information contained in the Fora Report, and welcomed the SCE’s efforts to reduce and streamline reporting by Working Groups and SOM Taskforces.
VII 

Work of Economic Committee 

The EC Chair’s representative briefed SOM on Outcomes of the 2006 EC work program, including the following topics. The annual APEC Economic Policy Report, which covers chapters on Structural Reform Activities in APEC, Structural Reform and Sustainable Development, and Individual Economy Reports on Structural Reform, and will be submitted to AMM. Results of a project symposium on Socio-Economic Disparity, led by Korea, were endorsed. SOM also discussed and endorsed Korea’s report on the research project, which reflects the results of the symposium. The results of self-assessment exercises by Hong Kong, China; Chinese Taipei; and the United States using the APEC-OECD Integrated Checklist on Regulatory Reform will be a good reference for other economies in implementing the checklist. A Public Sector Governance Seminar was held on 10 September and featured a high-quality discussion. Drawing on the seminar New Zealand will develop a good practices paper on public sector governance, for consideration  at SOM I in 2007. The development of structural reform indicators, led by Canada, will be finalized at SOM I in 2007 and then disseminated via the APEC website. EC also reported on a continuing project in which Japan is leading a study of trends and perspectives on human capital in APEC.

In future, the EC will continue to work closely with other APEC fora and international organizations. For 2007, in coordination with CPDG, EC will undertake a project on competition policy as part of the EC’s Work Plan towards LAISR 2010.  The EC will continue to play a bridging role in linking the wider APEC process with the FMP.


SOM endorsed the outcomes of the 2006 Economic Committee work program, and requested EC to work further on developing the 2007 work plan. SOM appreciated EC’s efforts to implement the structural reform program. There was comment though that, as the CPDG and SELI operate under CTI rather than EC, this may impair the EC’s role in coordinating structural reform activities. It was also noted that, despite this, there has been active co-operation between the fora. SOM thanked outgoing Chair Dr. Kyung Tae Lee, and endorsed Mr. Robert Buckle as the new EC Chair.
VIII
   Enhancing Human Security 

1. 
Counter -terrorism 

The CTTF Chair, Ambassador Benjamin Defensor, reported to SOM on the main outcomes of the CTTF meeting held on 13 – 14 September (Document No 2006/SOM3/026). The Chair also commented on the decision making process in the CTTF; requested that SOM endorse the extension of the CTTF mandate; and requested SOM to encourage the CTTF to establish selection procedures to identify a new Chair before CSOM.

SOM expressed appreciation for the outgoing Chair’s leadership and work with the Task Force. SOM also endorsed the extension of the CTTF mandate and provided specific comments on inter-sessional work.
The United States requested members to encourage appropriate participation in the food defense seminar to be held in Bangkok in November. The U.S. observed the importance of aviation security and thanked members for support for establishing an APEC aviation security point of contact network, to be added to the APEC Register of Pandemic and Disaster Management Coordinators, and encouraged Economies to designate points of contact quickly. The U.S. also noted support for the initiative to develop Aviation Security Quality Controls, indicating that the U.S. will circulate the proposal intersessionally to the Transportation Working Group’s Aviation Security Experts Sub Group, and then seek SOM endorsement of the initiative by CSOM.

Canada proposed that Leaders identify addressing threats to rail and mass transit systems as a priority for 2007 and offered to circulate inter-sessionally possible language for inclusion in the Leaders’ Declaration.

Russia proposed for inter-sessional consideration the establishment of an APEC Rapid Response Network/ Point of Contacts for Protection of Critical Energy Infrastructure.

Australia requested Members to provide comments intersessionally on the outline of the STAR V Conference, which was circulated at the CTTF meeting.

There was reiteration of the principle that initiatives in APEC are achieved through consensus building.

SOM expressed appreciation for the contributions of Ambassador Defensor to the CTTF. SOM Chair summarized the discussion as follows: SOM endorsed the CTTF report; endorsed the extension of the CTTF mandate for 2 years; took note of the successful outcomes of the APEC Symposium on Total Supply Chain; endorsed the project proposal seeking funds for the STAR V Conference; and encouraged the CTTF to establish selection procedures to identify a new Chair before CSOM.

2. 
Emergency Preparedness 
TFEP Co-chair, Ambassador Spencer, reported to SOM on the ad hoc meeting of the TFEP, and asked SOM to endorse the Outcomes Report for the APEC Pandemic Response Exercise 2006. SOM noted that the APEC Register of Pandemic and Disaster Management Coordinators had been completed and posted on the TFEP AIMP site. The Chair also proposed, with the Task Force mandate due to expire in March 2007, that the TFEP undertake a review of the 2005 TFEP Stock-take and TFEP achievements over the past year.

Representing the other Co-chair, Indonesian Deputy Senior Official Mr. Ibnu Hadi, advised of plans to distribute intersessionally a discussion paper on future directions for the TFEP, and suggested that recommendations from the TFEP review be considered at SOM I in 2007.

SOM endorsed the TFEP Co-chairs’ report and the Outcomes Report for the APEC Pandemic Response Exercise 2006, and took note of the completed APEC Register of Pandemic and Disaster Management Coordinators.

3. 
Health Security
The Vice Chair of the HTF reported on progress made in three priority areas of its 2006-2007 work plan: 1. enhancing avian and human pandemic influenza preparedness and responses; 2. fighting against HIV/AIDS in the APEC region; and 3. improving health outcomes through advances in health information technology. The report elaborated progress under the APEC Leaders’ Initiative on Preparing for and Mitigating an Influenza Pandemic. HTF is also exploring greater linkages and collaboration with other APEC fora.

SOM noted HTF collaboration with other fora and expressed appreciation for completed and ongoing HTF efforts to fight avian and pandemic influenza. Vietnam stressed the importance of the APEC Ministerial Meeting on Avian and Influenza Pandemics in May, adopting the Action Plan on the Prevention and Response to Avian and Influenza Pandemics, which will next go to Leaders. SOM also noted outcomes of the APEC Symposium on Emerging Infectious Diseases.

On specific projects, SOM noted HTF plans to develop and endorse intersessionally projects on “APEC Training for Program Managers on TB/HIV” and “Establishing Standardized Traveler’s EHR Templates for the Asia-Pacific region and Preparedness of Epidemic Outbreaks”. Other projects on which the HTF is working or collaborating include: an “APEC Auto Dialogue Road Safety Summit”, “Key Guidelines for Creating an Enabling Environment for Employers to Implement Effective Workplace Practices for People living with HIV/AIDS and Prevention in Workplace Settings”, and a “Compilation of Domestic Avian Influenza Measures”.

SOM also acknowledged that the Health Task Force had endorsed Ms Bersabel Ephrem of Canada to become the new HTF Chair.

IX. 

Other Activities and Initiatives


Anti-Corruption Task Force 

Viet Nam reported on 
behalf of the ACT Chair on outcomes from the ACT meeting and ACT deliverables for 2006. ACT is promoting the United Nations Convention Against Corruption (UNCAC), which has now been ratified by a majority of APEC Economies, and will continue to support its implementation. SOM noted the successful Public-Private Dialogue on Anti-corruption and Ensuring Transparency in Business Transactions, which was held before the ACT meeting. ACT reported development of an ACT capacity building framework, and that it has endorsed three 2007 project proposals that will next go to BMC. SOM acknowledged ACT’s Report as well as its intention to collaborate further with relevant APEC fora, ABAC, and other international and private-sector organizations.

Electronic Commerce Steering Group  
Mexico reported on behalf of the ECSG Chair on the outcomes of the meetings of the ECSG and its sub-groups, and on the APEC Symposium on Paperless Business Transactions – Matching Benefits of Private and Public Sectors. SOM welcomed the ECSG report and endorsed its recommendations.

In its meeting the ECSG agreed to submit the information it has produced on SPAM to the TEL WG and establish communication with this group to define its role in the resulting working program to address this issue. It also noted a private-sector concept paper on Information and Communications Technologies (ICT) Enabled Growth, and SOM noted the importance of ICT enabled growth in APEC and directed relevant fora to consult with the private sector in advancing this work. SOM noted ECSG’s updating of a Terms of Reference for the APEC Electronic Commerce Business Alliance. China informed on its tentative research on APEC Internet Business Data Protection (Document No 2006/SOM3/020).
SOM expressed support for the continuing work of the Data Privacy Sub-group to promote implementation of the APEC Privacy Framework, and to develop cross-border privacy rules. SOM also acknowledged 12 Economies’ completion of their Information Privacy Individual Action Plans, and encouraged other Economies to complete theirs.  
The Paperless Trading Sub-group discussed the “single-window” approach to paperless trading, interoperability issues between economies, and reported progress on the implementation of Electronic Certificates of Origin.

Telecommunications and Information Working Group 

SOM welcomed the report Enhancing the ICT Regulatory Environment and Digital Capabilities of APEC Economies (Document No 2006/SOM3/024). The paper was prepared by TEL, in collaboration with relevant APEC Fora, in response to SOM instructions on how best to implement Leaders’ and Ministers’ instructions on enhancing the ICT regulatory environment and digital capabilities of APEC economies.

Gender Focal Points Network 
  

The GFPN Chair reported on efforts, including development of a three-year plan, to improve implementation of the “Framework for the Integration of Women in APEC”.  The Chair briefed on the recent Gender Analysis Training Workshop, advised about an upcoming APEC project “Supporting Women Exporters”, and stressed that gender integration should remain a high priority in APEC. SOM endorsed the GFPN report, including a request that fora Convenors who have not done so appoint a forum member to be responsible for gender issues and to serve on the GFPN. SOM also endorsed in principle, pending coordination with TFEP, an Indonesian proposal to study the disproportionate effects of natural disasters and emergencies on women.


High Level Policy Dialogue on Agricultural Biotechnology 2007- 2009 Work Plan 

The United States reported on the work of the HLPDAB and submitted a 2007-2009 Work Plan (Document No 2006/SOM3/003), which SOM approved. The group plans to focus work on such topics as policy information exchange; public perceptions and understanding of agricultural biotechnology; legal issues; public-private sector relationships; and effective collaboration with other APEC fora.


Customs Demonstration Project 

The US and Vietnam reported on a bilateral Customs Demonstration Project, which supports the implementation of an e-Manifest system based on the APEC Framework for Secure Trade. The project applies recommendations of Secure Trade in the APEC Region (STAR) IV Conference, seeking to facilitate trade while also enhancing security, and involving the private sector as an active partner in the project. Like previous APEC port projects, this is intended as model of cutting-edge use of technologies and processes that could be replicated elsewhere in the APEC region.  SOM endorsed this APEC Demonstration Project.

Socio-Economic Disparity

SOM had a discussion on the report on Socio-Economic Disparity in the APEC Region (Document No 2006/SOMIII/008rev1) and endorsed the report.


Youth Cooperation 

SOM noted a report by Viet Nam on the APEC 2006 Youth Forum, hosted by the National Committee on Youth of Viet Nam and featuring the theme “Strengthening cooperation among the youth in the Asia-Pacific region for sustainable development”.  Roughly 40 youth representatives from 13 APEC economies attended and discussed a range of what participants identified as priority issues, including: public awareness of sustainable development, environmental protection, poverty reduction, and job creation for youth. Their recommendations included possibly convening an APEC Education Ministers meeting, establishing Youth Focal Points in APEC economies, promoting an APEC youth volunteer movement, and establishing a website for an APEC youth joint action program for sustainable development. Vietnam will also host the Third Young Entrepreneurs Forum in Ho Chi Minh City, 24-28 October, and encouraged economies to send participants.


Inter-Cultural and Faith Symposium (ICFS) 

SOM welcomed Indonesia’s announcement to launch an Inter-cultural and Faith Initiative and invite participation in a Symposium in Yogyakarta, 5-6 October.


Total Supply Chain Security 

SOM welcomed Singapore’s report on, and endorsed recommendations from, a recent APEC symposium in Singapore on trade and security. The symposium recommended that APEC study the issue of facilitating the recovery of trade in the event of a major terrorist attack or other serious incidents affecting the global supply chain. This could help identify capacity building and technical assistance needs, and ensure supply chain security. Singapore suggested APEC Leaders should continue to stress the importance of supply chain security. 


APEC Port Service Network

SOM endorsed a proposal by China to establish an APEC Port Service Network, as discussed by the Transportation Working Group, creating an integrated service network across the region of port operation and shipping stakeholders. 


Preparation for APEC Peru 2008 

SOM approved a project proposal from Peru (Document No 2006/SOM3/037) to hold a workshop in preparation for APEC Peru 2008.

EWG’s Interaction with IEA (International Energy Agency) 


In response to a request from the Energy Working Group (EWG), SOM approved a one-year trial period, as a step toward a longer-term arrangement, in which EWG and its sub fora could participate in IEA events and activities.

APEC Information Management Portal (AIMP)

 

The APEC Secretariat Executive Director reported on progress deploying the APEC Information Management Portal (AIMP). Several fora including SOM and CTI are now using operational APEC Collaboration Sites, and the Secretariat has been providing briefings and training to fora and will assist them in starting to use the new system. SOM Chair recognized Secretariat efforts to expand AIMP use, noting the potential synergy of these new tools with APEC Reform efforts, and calling on SOM to encourage economies and fora to make effective use of the new system.

X. 

Other Issues:

1.  
Ministerial Meetings


Finance Ministers’ Meeting 

Viet Nam briefed the meeting on outcomes of the 13th Finance Ministers’ Meeting, held 7-8 September in Ha Noi, Viet Nam (Documents No 2007/SOM3/014 to 017),. The two policy themes reflected in Finance Ministers’ discussions and in the work program of the Finance Ministers’ Technical Working Group (FMTWG) this year are “Promoting Public Finance Efficiency and Sustainability: Towards Stable and Efficient Revenue Sources” and “Financial Sector Reform to Attract Capital Flows”.


Finance Ministers also agreed on updated strategic goals and a framework for conducting periodic medium-term reviews of the APEC Finance Ministers’ Process.  Ministers adopted the Hanoi Medium-Term Agenda, which suggests priority policy areas and sets out a planning framework covering the next three to five years. 


Viet Nam highlighted measures suggested from an internal review and agreed by FMP to enhance integration with SOM. Specifically, FMP in setting its policy agenda, should consider the work programs of APEC, including that of EC and CTI, and inputs from ABAC. FMP also extended a standing invitation to SOM and the EC to attend FMTWG and Deputies’ meetings, and vice versa as appropriate. Furthermore, IFI macroeconomic reports which focus on macroeconomic developments and future projections for APEC would be forwarded to Leaders for reference/information. SOM Chair welcomed the ideas, noting that SOM had also expressed interest in closer coordination between SOM and the Leaders’ Process and FMP.

Preparations for the APEC Tourism Ministerial Meeting 

Viet Nam described its preparations to host the 4th APEC Tourism Ministerial Meeting (TMM), to be held on 17-19 October, in Hoi An, Viet Nam (Document No 2006/SOM3/032), following the 29th Tourism Working Group (TWG) meeting on 12-14 October. The TTM’s theme will be “Promoting APEC Tourism Cooperation for Common Prosperity”. SOM noted Viet Nam’s preparations for the 4th TMM.

Preparations for the SME Ministerial Meeting 

Viet Nam also briefed on preparations for the 13th Small and Medium Enterprises (SME) Ministerial and related meetings, to be held 25-29 September, in Hanoi.

2.  

Official Observers (ASEAN, PIF, PECC) 

SOM Chair welcomed the presence of ASEAN at the meeting, and thanked ASEAN for its attendance.

3.
Classification of Documents 
SOM took note of documents submitted for information, and approved the Secretariat’s proposed classification of documents (Document No 2006/SOMIII/000).

4.
Summary and Conclusion
SOM Chair thanked members economies for their participation and contributions to the meeting, and noted progress in many areas. He remarked that considerable work remains to be done intersessionally, in the run-up to AMM and AELM, and asked for Members’ active support and contributions with a view to ensuring the best preparation for the meetings of Ministers and Leaders.

He highlighted four key areas requiring special attention:

The Hanoi Action Plan to Implement the Busan Roadmap: This is a key deliverable for this year and should contribute meaningfully to APEC’s continuing efforts to implement the Bogor Goals. He called on economies, and especially Action Plan FOTC members, to work closely with the SOM Chair’s Office to improve and fine-tune the text. He stressed that the Hanoi Action Plan is a common product, owned by and in the interest of all members, and appealed to members to work towards a high-quality action plan to submit to Ministers and Leaders.

The WTO/DDA: SOM had agreed that there was a strong need for APEC to continue to provide vigorous, effective and practical support for the WTO/DDA. The coming AMM and AELM will offer an important opportunity for APEC to play a vital role in resuming the WTO/DDA, but economies must be committed and come ready to make real contributions to the process.

RTAs/FTAs Model Measures: Economies need to work intersessionally to complete as many model measures as possible by CSOM so as to contribute to broad consistency in RTAs/FTAs. 

APEC Reform: Reform is one of the priorities of APEC 2006, and APEC has managed to reach broad consensus on a robust and credible reform package this year.  SOM Chair called on member economies to continue inter-sessional consultation on the specific recommendation concerning a three-year term Executive Director for the APEC Secretariat, and asked the Reform FOTC to report back this issue to CSOM.
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