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INTRODUCTION

Background of CPIB 

Sole agency investigating corruption

Established in 1952

Before independence from British



CONTROL OF CORRUPTION
Where Singapore Stands

Ranked the world’s 4th least corrupt 
nation in 2007 (TI Ranking)
Least corrupt nation in Asia for the 
past 10 years (PERC ranking)

Singapore’s TI and PERC rankings
TI- CPI RANKING FOR SINGAPORE

Year Ranking Total no. of 
countries surveyed

2003 5 133
2004 5 146
2005 5 159
2006 5 163
2007 4 179

PERC – RANKING FOR SURVEY
Year Ranking Total no. of Asian 

countries surveyed
2003 1 12
2004 1 12
2005 1 12
2006 1 13
2007 1 13
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Corruption in Asia
Grade

Grades range from zero to 10, with zero being the best grade possible and 10 the worst.

CONTROL OF CORRUPTION

Established in 1952 by colonial government

Corruption rife during colonial period

Singapore attained self-government in 1959

Government’s zero tolerance of corruption

Laws and institutions were reformed



“The government is deeply 

conscious that a government 

cannot survive, no matter how 

good its aims and intentions are, 

if corruption exists in its ranks 

and its public services on which it 

depends to provide the efficient 

and effective administrative 

machinery to translate its policies 

into action … (con’t)
Ong Pang Boon

Ex-Home Affairs Minister

CONTROL OF CORRUPTION

… Therefore this government is 

determined to take all possible 

steps to see that all legislative and 

administrative measures are taken 

to reduce the opportunities of 

corruption, to make its detection 

easier and to deter and punish 

severely those who are susceptible 

to it and who engage in it 

shamelessly” (1960)
Ong Pang Boon

Ex-Home Affairs Minister

CONTROL OF CORRUPTION



FRAMEWORK OF CORRUPTION CONTROL

FRAMEWORK OFFRAMEWORK OF
CORRUPTION CONTROLCORRUPTION CONTROL
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FRAMEWORK OF CORRUPTION CONTROL

Effective anti-corruption law

Seizable offences

Presumption clause against public officials

Custom cannot be used as defence in court

Ordered to pay penalty equal to bribes, upon conviction 

Effective enforcement actions

CPIB empowered to investigate corruption offences

Effective adjudication/deterrence

Impose strict punishments

Effective administrative machinery



APPROACH TO ENFORCEMENT 
& INVESTIGATION

Total approach:

No case is too small to investigate

Investigate regardless of rank & status

Deal corruption in all spheres of society

Deal with givers and receivers of bribes

Easy to report corruption offences

Investigate anonymous complaints

Total Approach to Corruption Control

APPROACH TO ENFORCEMENT 
& INVESTIGATION

Empowered to investigate other offences:

Corruption mixed with other offences

Powers in Prevention of Corruption Act

Total Approach to Corruption Control



TWO ASPECTS: (a) Enforcement Scope

Why deal with private sector 

corruption?

Private and public sectors are closely 

intertwined

Private sector = key pillar of 

Singapore economy

Affects public interest and society

Private enterprises with large public 

shareholdings

Total Approach to Corruption Control

TWO ASPECTS: (a) Enforcement Scope

Tough punishments

S$100,000 fine and/or

7 years’ imprisonment

Total Approach to Corruption Control



CASE 1 – Ex-Banker Case

Bank officer received $150,000 to 

recommend approval of loans

15 weeks by Sub-Courts

Increase to 15 months by the High 

Court

Undermined Integrity of Banking 

profession 

Undermined Singapore’s economic 

interest

Total Approach to Corruption Control:
2 Aspects - Enforcement Scope

CASE 2 – GM of Public Listed Company

GM of a public listed 

company

Gave bribes totaling $1.82 

million

Jailed 8 years 

Total Approach to Corruption Control:
2 Aspects - Enforcement Scope



Penalty – amount of bribes

Corruption does not pay

Corruption in public procurement

Debarred from government contracts for 5 years

Total Approach to Corruption Control

TWO ASPECTS: (a) Enforcement Scope

CDSA law

Disgorge benefits from 

corruption, drug trafficking 

and serious offences

Offence to hide ill-gotten 

gains

Total Approach to Corruption Control

TWO ASPECTS: (a) Enforcement Scope



Civil recourse

Provided by Prevention of 

Corruption Act

To recover bribe monies

Double disgorgement possible

Strong deterrence against 

corruption

Total Approach to Corruption Control

TWO ASPECTS: (a) Enforcement Scope

Integrity & incorruptibility 

Anticipate changes to meet 

customers’ needs 

PS21 Movement 

Improving efficiency reduce 

opportunity for corruption 

Total Approach to Corruption Control

TWO ASPECTS: (b) Administrative Efficiency



Cut Red Tape Movement

Total Approach to Corruption Control:
2 Aspects - Administrative Efficiency

Public lodge feedback 

through internet

Promote transparency

Reduce business costs  

Cut Waste Portal

Total Approach to Corruption Control:
2 Aspects - Administrative Efficiency

Provide feedback on how 

government can cut 

expenditure

Keep Government Alert

Minimise Government 

Spending Wastage



CHALLENGES 

Changing nature of corruption

Operation methods are sophisticated 

and complex

Upgrade operational capabilities

Internationalization of corruption

Corruption crosses international 

borders

Enhance cooperation 

with foreign partners

International Fora 

Challenges

ABD/OECD

APEC ACT

IAACA

ASEAN MoU

UNCAC



International Fora 

Challenges

CPIB has 

hosted foreign public officials and delegates

sent officers overseas for learning

conducted international ACE Workshops

CONCLUSION

Deal corruption in public & private sectors

Total approach needed

Four pillars 

Strict laws

Enforcement without fear or favour

Tough punishment from courts

Effective government administration

Corruption is a universal problem



Thank You.




