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THE 11TH MEETING OF THE APEC AGRICULTURAL TECHNICAL COOPERATION WORKING GROUP MAY 28-31, 2007, BRISBANE, AUSTRALIA
SUMMARY REPORT

INTRODUCTION:

1. The Eleventh Plenary Meeting of the APEC Agricultural Technical Cooperation Working Group (ATCWG), hosted by Australia, was held on May 28-31, 2007, in Brisbane. Delegates from Australia, Brunei Darussalam, Canada, Chile, Papua New Guinea, the People’s Republic of China, Peru, Indonesia, Japan, the Republic of Korea, Malaysia, Chinese Taipei, Thailand, the United States and Viet Nam participated in the meeting. The APEC Secretariat was also present. The list of delegates appears in Annex 1. 
2. The meeting was Co-Chaired by Mr Paul Murphy, Executive Director, Programs and Multilateral Affairs, Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada; and Ms Fran Freeman, General Manager, Multilateral Trade Branch, Australian Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry. 

3. Opening addresses were given by Dr Cliff Samson, Deputy Secretary, Australian Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Mr Paul Murphy.
AGENDA ITEM I: Co-Chairs’ Opening Remarks

4. In his opening remarks, Dr Samson welcomed the overseas visitors to Australia from the 15 APEC economies on behalf of the Australian Government. Dr Samson highlighted the need for member economies to enhance their ability to cope with the current drivers for change affecting agriculture, including trade liberalization and climate change. He highlighted the importance of trade between APEC economies to enhance the economic prosperity of the region.  
5. The Lead Shepherd highlighted the need for the Working Group to consider the broader agenda to improve the operations and effectiveness of APEC. This includes ensuring a greater alignment of ATCWG priorities and activities with broader APEC goals. The Lead Shepherd noted current concerns about the effectiveness of the ATCWG, as raised by the SOM Steering Committee on EcoTech (SCE). The SCE has agreed that an Independent Assessment of the ATCWG is to be undertaken in 2007. The Lead Shepherd also referred to the outcomes of the Survey undertaken by Canada (as the Lead Shepherd), as a way of assisting the Group in its consideration of current priorities and activities. The Lead Shepherd emphasized the need for participants at this meeting to respond substantively to APEC’s concerns about the effectiveness of the ATCWG. He also noted the energy and motivation displayed by member economies in recent months. This demonstrates the high level of engagement of member economies to advance the agriculture and food sector issues. 
AGENDA ITEM II: Adoption of the Agenda
6. The agenda was adopted with revisions as proposed by the Lead Shepherd. 

AGENDA ITEM III: Business Arrangements  

7. Australia outlined relevant arrangements for the meeting. 
AGENDA ITEM IV: Overview of Recent APEC Activities 

8. Mr Phanpob Plangprayoon, Program Director, APEC Secretariat, briefed the meeting on APEC priorities and activities impacting on the ATCWG. These included: energy security and climate change; strengthening multilateral trade; structural reform; human security and terrorism; regional economic integration, including a Free Trade Area of the Asia-Pacific. Mr Plangprayoon also highlighted the broader APEC reform agenda and the potential significance of the upcoming Independent Assessment of the ATCWG. 
AGENDA ITEM V: ATCWG Strategic Directions and Work Program – Discussion Papers
9. The Lead Shepherd introduced the agenda item and emphasized that the issues raised were in direct response to priorities identified by members in the survey and developed at their own initiative.

10. Korea sought clarification on the role and purpose of the discussion papers and proposed that the membership agree on a set of shared principles to consider issues under this agenda item. Member economies agreed to a set of shared principles: broad consensus; transparency and participation; represents a balance of the interests of member economies and in recognition of previous efforts of the Working Group.  This proposal was agreed by members.
Domestic Structural Adjustment in the Agricultural Sector – Australia 2007/ATCWG11/021 
11. There was broad agreement by the member economies that structural adjustment is an important area for the working group to address. The meeting agreed to share experiences and enhance capacity for member economies to manage pressures for change. The Working Group agreed that it was not the intention of the group to identify prescriptive rules, but rather to share successes and failures across a range of policy options. It was agreed to hold a seminar with relevant experts from member economies to seek to develop a work program. 

Efficient Management of Crises, Increasing Competitiveness and Productivity of Livestock Production through an Effective Animal Traceability System – Malaysia 2007/ATCWG11/022
12. There was considerable interest in the concepts put forward by Malaysia and it was acknowledged that traceability systems can help play a role in facilitating trade. A number of member economies emphasized that traceability systems should not be used as a barrier to trade, but rather be complimentary to existing international science-based criteria for movement of livestock and animal products. 
The Role of Post-Harvest Practices to Improve Export Competitiveness – United States 2007/ATCWG11/023
13. In recognition of the growing international demand for perishable horticultural products, the United States proposed further action to enhance capacity. There was considerable support among the member economies to work on post-harvest issues to reduce commercial losses. The Working Group agreed that rather than proceed directly with the plan proposed by the United States, that a further workshop be convened to determine priorities.    
AFAS - an Expanded Regulatory Management System for Quarantine Treatments 
- Australia 2007/ATCWG11/024
14. Australia outlined the development and evolution of the Australian Fumigation Accreditation Service (AFAS), which has been in operation since 2004 and involves multiple APEC member economies. Australia reported on the recent APEC funded AFAS Symposium in Jakarta, April 2007. Australia recommended that the Working Group endorse the AFAS methodology through multilateral (APEC wide) and where appropriate, bilateral arrangements.  
15. While the majority of member economies supported the capacity building activities of Australia through AFAS, member economies did not support the recommendation that the working group has a mandate to endorse Australia’s recommendation. 
Continued Pressure to Increase Productivity and Competitiveness in Agricultural Biotechnology – Korea 2007/ATCWG11/025
16. Korea highlighted the need for the ATCWG Research, Development and Extension of Agricultural Biotechnology (RDEAB) sub-group to respond to the recommendations of the SCE, particularly the incorporation of the RDEAB into the High Level Policy Dialogue on Agricultural Biotechnology (HLPDAB). It was noted by member economies that agricultural biotechnology is a priority issue within APEC. The Working Group agreed that the recommendation made by the HLPDAB to hold back-to-back meetings of the RDEAB and the HLPDAB should go some way to addressing the SCE concerns.  

Sustainable Land Management (SLM) in Agriculture – Canada 2007/ATCWG11/026
17. Canada proposed that the Working Group undertake a program of activities to increase awareness of the principles of SLM and to facilitate the adoption of SLM practices within member economies. There was broad endorsement for the principles outlined by Canada and it was agreed that further consideration needed to be given to the scope of the work and the cross-portfolio implications of SLM. It was agreed that the Working Group would proceed with inter-sessional consultations to further refine the analysis, with a view to returning to the issue in the future.   
Biofuel Strategy: Development of Biofuel as a Renewable Source of Energy – Thailand 2007/ATCWG11/027
18. Thailand provided an outline of developments in their Biofuel production capacity and the relevant sources, costs and relative prices to develop this industry. Member economies showed considerable interest in this subject. The Working Group requested that, prior to any further consideration of this issue, the Lead Shepherd would liaise closely with the Biofuels Task Force (which reports to the Energy Working Group), to ensure there is no overlap. The Lead Shepherd said that he would inform the Working Group of the outcome of these consultations.
Greenhouse Gas Measurement and Sustainable Land Management Emissions – New Zealand 2007/ATCWG11/028
19. Canada, on behalf of New Zealand, proposed that greater consideration be given by the Working Group to increase the public understanding in member economies of the importance of mitigating greenhouse gas emissions and the need for greater effort to estimate the impact of agriculture on greenhouse gas emissions. It was agreed that further work is needed by APEC on the issue of climate change, but any effort by the Working Group needs to be considered in light of APEC initiatives elsewhere. 
Preparedness for Avian Influenza Outbreak and Possible Emerging Zoonotic Diseases – Thailand 2007/ATCWG11/029
20. Thailand outlined the broad range of zoonotic diseases that pose potential threats as Emerging Infectious Diseases (EID) affecting human health, including H5NI, Nipah and Hendra viruses. Thailand proposed that an initial workshop be held for member economies to compare outbreak response measures and capacities. In addition, in the case of other EIDs, it was proposed an initial effort be made to build capacity to strengthen surveillance and diagnostic capability. Most member economies registered strong interest in the issues raised and referred to the need for the Working Group to have regard to efforts being taken in other international organisations such as FAO and OIE. It was agreed that the Lead Shepherd would approach Canada’s Senior Official to initiate discussions seeking a decision on the appropriate responsibilities of each APEC fora. 
21. In summary, the Working Group concluded as follows:

· Agricultural Biotechnology and Avian Influenza continue to be issues of relevance to the broader APEC agenda and therefore priorities of Working Group. 

· Domestic Structural Adjustment was supported by member economies and the most frequently identified as a priority. 
· Sustainable Land Management was supported by most member economies, and the second most frequently identified priority. 
· Post-harvest losses was supported by roughly one-half of member economies and was the third most frequently identified priority. 

· Biofuels was recognized as a moderately high priority. It was agreed that prior to pursuing any work in this area, the Working Group asked the Lead Shepherd to correspond with the Lead Shepherd of the Biofuels Taskforce, which is part of the Energy Working Group (EWG), to seek advice as to how best ATCWG can support the lead of EWG in this area.

· Livestock Traceability was not identified as a high priority by the majority of Members. 

· Greenhouse Gas Emissions was identified as a priority by some Member economies. 
22. Annex 2 provides a summary of member economy priorities.
AGENDA ITEM VI: ATCWG Seven Sub-Groups Priority Areas Progress Reports and Action Plans

23. Relevant Chairs and Co-Chairs presented Progress Reports and Action Plans for six of the seven Sub-Groups:

· Conservation and Utilization of Plant and Genetic Resources (Chinese Taipei) 
· Research, Development and Extension of Agricultural Biotechnology (RDEAB) (Korea) 
· Utilization of Agricultural Technology Transfer and Training Networking Systems (Indonesia)
· Plant, Animal Quarantine and Pest Management(Australia) 

· Cooperative Development and Agricultural Finance Systems (Chinese Taipei)
· Sustainable Agriculture and Related Environmental Issues (China) 
24. These reports and action plans were accepted by the member economies.
25. No report was presented for the Sub-Group on Production, Processing, Marketing, Distribution and Consumption of Agricultural Products.  
AGENDA ITEM VII: 2008 Project Proposals  
APEC-Funded
26. The following project proposals were presented to the member economies for their consideration:

· Impact of “One-Village, One Product” Practice in the APEC Region – Lessons and Experiences - Viet Nam (2007/ATCWG11/039).
· Training on the ATT&T Developed Agricultural Technologies and Agribusiness – Indonesia  (2007/ATCWG11/040)

· Workshop on Innovative Agricultural Technology Transfer and Extension System for Enhancing Sector Productivity and Competition in APEC member economies – Korea (2007/ATCWG11/049)

· Workshop on Understanding and Developing Risk Management Options for Market Access -  Malaysia (2007/ATCWG11/052)

· Laws, Policies and Agreements Governing Plant Genetics Resources for Food and Agriculture – Philippines, presented by Chinese Taipei (2007/ATCWG11/55)
· Plant Genetic Resources Documentation and Information Management – Philippines, presented by Chinese Taipei (2007ATCWG11/053 and 2007ATCWG11/054) 

· Livestock Identification and Traceability Network – Malaysia (2007/ATCWG11/051)

· An Analysis and Research into the Supply Chain Traceability and Trade Facilitation by Applying RFID Technology in Agriculture Production – Chinese Taipei (2007/ATCWG1/045)

· Application of New Technologies to Improve and Harmonize Training Standards in the Management of Fresh Post Harvest Quality Fruit and Vegetables in Developing APEC Economies – Part II: Development of Multilingual Training Modules – Thailand (2007/ATCWG11/043)

· Workshop on Post Harvest Technologies for Quality Maintenance and Food Safety of Fresh and Fresh-Cut Produce in APEC member economies – Korea (2007/ATCWG11/050):

· 12th Workshop on Technical Cooperation, Capacity Building, Risk Assessment/Management and Emerging Issues in Agricultural Biotechnology – Korea (2007ATCWG11/044)
· The Lead Shepherd sought clarification of the proposal request for funding in 2007/2008 given the intended timing of the project delivery in 2009.
· Korea provided an explanation in the context of their internal budget processes. 
· Development of Organic Agriculture in Terms of APEC Food System and Market Access – Viet Nam (2007ATCWG11/047)
27. Australia referred to its presentations made the previous day, and requested that three project proposals be considered by the QAF. These were:

· Sharing Experiences of Structural Adjustment Policies in the Agricultural Sector – Australia (2007/ATCWG11/038)

· 2008 Quarantine Regulators Seminar – Toward Implementing Harmonized Arrangements for Effective Quarantine Treatments  - Australia (2007/ATCWG11/041)

· Training for Quarantine Officials in Best Practice Auditing for Regulatory Purposes – Australia (2007/ATCWG11/042)

28. The project on Regional Enhanced Animal Surveillance Project referred to the working group by the Health Task Force was not submitted by Thailand. 
29. The Working Group noted the self-funded proposals for self-funded projects were presented to the member economies for information:

· APEC Symposium on Rural Microfinance Development – Thailand (2007/ATCWG11/056)
· APEC-ATCWG Workshop on Capacity Building for Implementation for Risk Management Systems of Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture in APEC member economies – Chinese Taipei (2007/ATCWG11/057)
30. The project proposals were assessed in accordance with the QAF. Two assessment groups comprising voluntary representatives from member economies were formed given the substantial number of projects to be considered relative to previous years. The results of the QAF process are contained in Annex 3.
31. Concerns were raised by a number of member economies about the effectiveness of the QAF methodology. The Lead Shepherd volunteered to draft a short note to the SOM to register concerns raised by the Working Group on this issue. 
AGENDA ITEM VIII: ATCWG Operating Practices
32. Canada, as Lead Shepherd, presented the results of the membership survey carried out earlier in 2007. There was considerable interest expressed by members in the results of the survey with many delegations expressing their appreciation for the quality and rigor of the work undertaken. 
33. Discussion of issues arising from the survey results included a number of member economies requesting that ongoing consideration be given to the scope of ATCWG activities. In addition, several member economies reinforced that capacity building continue to be a key priority of the Working Group. It was agreed that member economies continue working hard to encourage greater participation at the annual meeting, including encouraging the attendance of delegates from absent member economies. 
34. On issues related to process raised in the survey, it was agreed that:

· With respect to the concerns identified about workshops and seminars, these would be considered guiding principles for the organizers of such events, and that the office of the Lead Shepherd would take ongoing responsibility for monitoring and facilitating the implementation of these principles as outlined in Canada’s presentation of the survey results.
· With respect to the issues identified concerning the conduct of annual meetings, the office of the Lead Shepherd would circulate a document inter-sessionally with proposals to address them.

· With respect to issues raised concerning communication flow, the office of the Lead Shepherd would take responsibility for addressing the concerns identified.

· With respect to issues identified concerning improved linkages with other APEC forums, the office of the Lead Shepherd would take the lead in improving coordination and cooperation with other APEC forums.

· The Lead Shepherd would endeavour to ensure proper linkages and coordination between the ATCWG and other APEC fora, particularly with Senior Officials, and further, that members would work within their own economies to raise ATCWG issues at high levels.
· Project overseers would be responsible for ensuring that they coordinated and linked appropriately with the international organizations implicated in their activities.

· With respect to the inclusion of industry and other outside participants, the Lead Shepherd offered to circulate some ideas on how this suggestion may be implemented. 
AGENDA ITEM IX: Looking Ahead: 2008, Peru, Year of APEC
35. Peru provided an outline of the characteristics and outlook for Peruvian agriculture. The presentation highlighted the major factors determining the competitiveness of various parts of the agriculture sector. An outline was also provided about Peru’s participation in APEC and the ATCWG, including their role as host of APEC in 2008. 
AGENDA ITEM X:  APEC Secretariat Report
36. The Secretariat provided an updated on the communication and outreach effort by the APEC Secretariat. 
AGENDA ITEM XI:
Other Business
37. Member economies accepted the invitation by Indonesia to host the next Working Group meeting in Bali in June 2008.

38. It was agreed that the Discussion Papers would not be uploaded to the APEC database nor would it be placed on the APEC or ATCWG websites. 

39. Member economies supported the suggestion made by the Peruvian delegate that he discuss with his senior officials the possibility of Peru hosting a meeting of APEC Agriculture Ministers during 2008. 

AGENDA ITEM XII: Adoption of Summary Report
40. Member economies adopted the Summary Report of the meeting.

AGENDA ITEM XIII: Closing Remarks 

41. The Lead Shepherd expressed his appreciation for the professional and focused conduct of participants at the meeting, the APEC Program Director and the assistance of the Australian Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry. The Co-Chair echoed these views. On behalf of the other member economies, Brunei Darussalam thanked the Lead Shepherd and Co-Chair on the management of this year’s meeting.
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	Mr
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	Mr
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	Mr
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	Mr
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	Dr
	Barry Grace
	Pacific Agri-Food Research Centre, AAFC
	Science Director
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	82 2 500 1716 
	82 2 504 6659
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Annex 2
Member Economy Views on Priorities Arising from Discussion Papers

	Topic
	Members

	Domestic structural adjustment
	15

	Sustainable land management
	9

	Post-harvest losses
	8

	Biofuels
	5

	Livestock traceability
	4

	Greenhouse gas emissions
	4


Australia:
Domestic structural adjustment



Livestock traceability



Post-harvest losses



Further refinement/coordination needed before action on biofuels



Further refinement needed on sustainable land management


Greenhouse gas emissions – hold over for future meetings
- potential for work in 3-4 areas identified in the discussion paper

Korea: 

Domestic structural adjustment

Sustainable agriculture and climate change, specifically:

- Greenhouse gases

- Sustainable land management

Indonesia: 
Sustainable land management

Domestic structural adjustment



Post-harvest losses

Peru:

Sustainable land management

Domestic structural adjustment

China: 

Domestic structural adjustment



Sustainable land management

Post-harvest losses

Japan: 

Sustainable land management

Domestic structural adjustment

Malaysia: 
Domestic structural adjustment

Livestock traceability

Papua New Guinea: 
Domestic structural adjustment



Sustainable land management/Greenhouse gas emissions

Post-harvest losses

Chinese Taipei: Sustainable land management



Domestic structural adjustment



Biofuels

USA:

Domestic structural adjustment



Livestock traceability



Post-harvest losses


Further refinement needed – biofuels, sustainable land management


Hold over to future meetings – greenhouse gas emissions

Vietnam: 
Domestic structural adjustment



Post-harvest losses



Biofuels


Chile: 

Domestic structural adjustment



Sustainable land management



Biofuels

Thailand: 
Avian influenza

Biofuels

Post-harvest losses

Domestic structural adjustment

Canada: 
Domestic structural adjustment



Climate change – Greenhouse gases

Sustainable land management

Biofuels

Brunei: 
Domestic structural adjustment



Post-harvest losses



Livestock traceability

Annex 3

11th Agricultural Technical Cooperation Working Group (ATCWG) May 2007
Project Ranking

	Project number
	Project name
	Group 1
	Group 2
	Final score

	PD38
	Structural adjustment
	32
	30
	31

	PD44
	Korea RDEAB workshop
	28
	32
	30

	PD43
	Thailand post-harvest
	28
	31
	29.5

	PD50
	Korea post-harvest
	26
	32
	29

	PD40
	Indonesia ATT&T
	29
	28
	28.5

	PD42
	Australia Auditing practice
	27
	29
	28

	PD41
	Australia Quarantine regulators
	27
	25
	26

	PD45
	Chinese Taipei RFID Technology
	22
	30
	26

	PD49
	Korea ATT&T
	27
	24
	25.5

	PD39
	Vietnam One Village 
	27
	23
	25.5

	PD51
	Malaysia traceability
	24
	26
	25

	PD54
	Philippines PGR documentation
	22
	27
	24.5

	PD53
	Philippines PGR laws
	25
	20
	22.5

	PD47
	Vietnam organic agriculture
	23
	22
	22.5

	PD52
	Malaysia risk management
	23
	21
	22
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