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OAA ISSUE AREA:

Mobility of Business People 

CONVENOR’S SUMMARY REPORT TO CTI

Introduction

The role of the Business Mobility Group (BMG) is to enhance the mobility of business people to facilitate trade and investment activity in the APEC region.  It pursues consensus and cooperation (and builds the capacity of member economies) to implement transparent, streamlined short stay and temporary visa arrangements, and immigration and related border systems to ensure the safe and secure movement of business people.  
1.
Decision Points Needed From CTI
CTI support for a request for TILF funding for a new biometrics capacity building project for 2008

Peru has proposed this project which is co-sponsored by Singapore, Chile and Australia and supported by the BMG.  The main activity is a 3 day workshop in the margins of SOM II to share best practice and build the capacity of economies in the management of frequent passenger or trusted traveler programs including the use of biometrics in border facilitation.  Peru would be the Project overseer.
2.
TILF Outcomes/Deliverables For 2007
TILF project CTI04-2007T – Capacity building, Biometrics reference document.

Work is continuing on this project. The document is in final draft stage and is currently with relevant experts for final edits and feedback. It is planned that this down loadable web based document, which will provide detailed guidance and best practice examples for economies introducing biometrics in passports or identity documents, will be launched in early August 2007.  The launch seminar, to be held in Melbourne, will include sessions, presented by experts, on aspects of this capacity building tool.
1. Introduction – 
Business Mobility Group (BMG) and APEC Business Travel Card (ABTC) meetings held on 25th and 26th of June respectively, at SOM III. This year’s meetings were pivotal:

With agreement reached by member on the following;

· The APEC card extends facilitation at the borders of all participating economies;

· A new 3 year transitional category is created, where the economy meets  a majority of the core operating framework principles or expects to do so within one year and where progress toward meeting all the principles is expected  within three years.;

· And the USA has been invited to become the first transitional member.
All members also accepted amendments to: 
· Regional Movement Alert System (RMAS) Multilateral Framework (MLF) with the inclusions of templates for lost and stolen MoU and Positive Validation MoU. 
Mexico announced it would be fully compliant with the Operating Framework within two to three months and will join as a full member as soon as possible.
2.
Implementation of 2007 work programs/plans, with particular reference to the following priorities:
A) Support for the Multilateral Trading System
Expanding the membership and participation in the ABTC scheme continues to facilitate business travel and hence trade and investment in the APEC Region

B) RTAs/FTAs 
Not applicable
C) Trade Facilitation 
See comment on ABTC.
D) Digital Economy and Strengthening Intellectual Property Rights
Not applicable
E) Transparency
The BMG has agreed standards for transparency as directed by Leaders in 2003.  BMG actions in updating the on-line travel handbook and member economies information sources contributes to transparency in regard to information on visa requirements.
F) Investment
Not applicable
G) Pathfinders Initiatives 
API pathfinder initiative is ongoing with economies working towards API usage.
H) Others, including APEC-wide initiatives - APEC Reform, Security, Structural Reform and Gender. 
Human security is being addressed through expansion of the membership and functionality of the Regional Movement Alert system both in functionality, with work continuing towards developing the capacity for positive validation of passports, and expansion of membership through discussions with Hong Kong and Korea who have the technical capability.
3. New Collective Actions Agreed/Planned for 2008
To continue encouragement of the remaining non-participating economies to join the ABTC scheme. 
To actively pursue the continued improvement of the operation of the APEC Business Travel Card (ABTC) scheme and improve service to cardholders and potential applicants.   
To continue collective and individual work to ensure that economies provide business people with clear, comprehensive and up-to-date information on short term and business residence visas, the ABTC Scheme, other BMG initiatives via the BMG website and other publicly available media.

To encourage other economies to join the Regional Movement Alert System (RMAS). 
To continue implementation of API systems in the region, in accordance with the BMG API Pathfinder Implementation Plan.    

4. Budget Proposals for the 2nd BMC Meeting of the Year (31 July - 2 August) 

A new TILF proposal by PERU as project overseer, for funding in 2008 for a workshop on Frequent Passenger Programs and Border Security; includes biometrics usage in border facilitation. 

BMG have rated the proposed project 1 for a TILF funding bid
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