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Counter – Terrorism Task Force Chair’s Summary Report 

Executive Summary

The 14th Meeting of the APEC Counter Terrorism Task Force (CTTF) was held in Cairns, on 30th June and 1st July 2007.

The Chair reported on the intersessional work undertaken since the last CTTF meeting, particularly on the intersessional approval of four New Initiatives, Effective Public-Private Partnership in Counter Terrorism, APEC Seminar on Securing Remittance and Cross-Border Payments from Terrorist Use, and the STAR VI, which seek fund from APEC, and Technical Workshop on the Protection of Domestic Surface Transportation, a self-funded project. 

APEC member economies reported the activities they were undertaking to implement the Leaders’ and Ministers’ Statements. In addition, how to implement the agreements on the CTAP process reform was discussed and agreed to.

The Secretariat presented its report of common capacity building needs expressed by members. CTTF members expressed their strong appreciation for the Secretariat’s work and encouraged members to utilize the report for developing future capacity building programs.  
Singapore reported on the final report of the APEC Study Group on Trade Recovery, which received unanimous support and was endorsed by the CTTF. The study report is submitted to SOM for approval.  
US briefed members on the outcome from APEC Food Defense Workshop. Its outcome, “APEC Food Defense Principles” was distributed to members for consideration. The members will continue to work on the principles for intersessional endorsement. 

In addition to intersessionally approved proposals, two other projects, Counter-Terrorism Protection of Critical Energy Infrastructure and Cyber Security Training were endorsed by the CTTF with the latter being as CTTF-TEL joint project.  

Australia briefed members on the outcome of STAR V Conference, which was held in Sydney. CTTF thanked Australia for this successful meeting and agreed the CTTFI in 2008 would consider how STARVI might be best targeted and how the recommendations of STAR Conference would be followed.
Decision points to SOM:

1. To endorse the Report;
2. To endorse the Study Group Report on APEC Trade Recovery, 2007/SOM3/014;
2.  To Note the STARV Report, 2007/SOM3/033.
Counter-Terrorism Task Force
30th June-1st July

Cairns, Australia
Chair’s Summary Report

The 14th meeting of the APEC Counter-Terrorism Task Force (CTTF) was held in Cairns, Australia on 30th June and 1st of July 2007. Thirty nine participants from nineteen member economies and the APEC Secretariat attended. The meeting was chaired by CTTF Chair, Ambassador Park Sang-Ki of Korea.
Chair’s Opening Remarks

Ambassador Park opened the meeting by noting he had participated in the STAR V conference where he delivered the opening remarks. He underlined the need to pay greater attention to the discussion at the STARV Conference and respond appropriately to the views expressed by the private sector. 
The Chair stressed the significance of building strong public-private partnerships, since effective coordination and cooperation between authorities and business are key to achieving a more peaceful and prosperous region. 
He noted the effective cooperation of the CTTF in intersessional activities, especially for new projects, and reminded delegates this was the third and last meeting of the year and encouraged members to continue cooperation towards reaching their common aims and fruitful results.
Adoption of the Final Annotated Agenda

The draft annotated agenda was approved and adopted, with a slight change in order of presentation under Agenda Item D.1 Trade Security: The Secretariat briefed participants on business arrangements.

Chair’s Report on Intersessional Work

The Chair reported on progress made on project proposals. Three CTTF projects seeking fund from APEC have been sent to SCE and BMC for review. The CTTF noted that Canada’s urban transport first responder proposal, Canada/New Zealand’s public private partnership proposal, Indonesia’s counter-terrorism financing proposal, and STARVI proposal had been endorsed intersessionally by the CTTF. Russia and Korea distributed their revised proposals on Critical Energy Infrastructure and Cyber Security respectively.
The study group on trade recovery completed its study, which was submitted at the meeting for endorsement before sending it to SOM in order to be discussed at the AMM in September. 
The Chair also informed the CTTF on a letter from Ambassador Busso Alvensleben, representing the G8 CT Action Group.

Tasks derived from CTTF 2007 Work Plan and CTTF II Meeting 

Implementation of the Leaders’ and Ministers’ Statements

Singapore provided a summary on how they were effectively implementing the commitments made by Leaders and Ministers in Bangkok, Santiago and Busan and how they visualized implementing the new instructions as stated in the Ha Noi Declaration. Vietnam and Malaysia also updated members on their recent work to implement Leaders’ and Ministers’ Statements. 

Assessment of Counter-Terrorism Needs

CTAPs 2007 Update 
Singapore and Chile informed they had provided their updated CTAPs which had been uploaded on the CTTF CTAP site.
Summary of Counter-Terrorism Needs
The Secretariat presented its report of capacity building needs expressed by those economies that had submitted CTAPs before 15th June 2007. The Secretariat noted that this was a challenging exercise that expanded on the CTTF Program Director’s responsibilities as stated by SCE in its recommendations at SOM Steering Committee in Adelaide. 

CTTF members expressed their strong appreciation for the Secretariat’s work on this very useful document that would help develop future capacity building assistance programs and deepen cooperation. 
The Chair thanked the Secretariat and suggested that the CTTF encourage the Secretariat to continue this analysis in the future, perhaps with the help from interested CTTF members. 
The CTTF also agreed to the Chair’s proposal that he would forward the report to relevant APEC groups and other relevant regional and international fora.  Indonesia and Australia noted that further rationalization of the CTAP template would help the Secretariat to assess counter-terrorism needs in the future.

CTAPs Cross-Analysis Study
The Chair informed CTTF on the return letter from Ambassador Busso Alvensleben. The CTTF agreed to work on improving cooperation with other organizations including G-8.  

CTAP Reform

The CTTF confirmed decisions taken at the CTTFII meeting in Adelaide on CTAP reform. The CTTF noted Australia’s suggested draft CTAP template was a good start for implementing this reform process with deletion of the sections on health and energy. The CTTF agreed to further stream-line and rationalize the CTAP template to better focus on APEC’s counter-terrorism and secure trade agenda.  The CTTF agreed that a small group of interested economies would assist the Chair in drafting a revised and more up to date CTAP template. The revised template will take into account any new commitments on counter-terrorism expressed by Leaders and Ministers in September.  Economies interested in assisting in the redevelopment of the CTAP template would advise the Chair.  

The CTTF agreed that a revised CTAP template would be circulated before the end of the year for intersessional endorsement, allowing members to submit completed CTAPs at CTTFI in 2008.  The Chair encouraged all members to submit their CTAPs by this time for their capacity building needs to be taken into consideration. 
Regarding sharing of CTAPs, although CTAPs are available on the APEC public website, neither the Chair nor the Secretariat would distribute individual CTAPs to other regional or international organizations. 

Cooperation among APEC fora on counter-terrorism issues
Food Defense
The USA reported to CTTF on the outcome of the second Food Defense Workshop held on 14th and 15th June in Ha Noi, and thanked Viet Nam for co-hosting the event.  The US also thanked all economies for their support of this workshop which focused on the strategies for APEC economies to prevent, prepare for, respond to, and recover from a terrorist attack on the food supply.  The US noted the importance of the private sector’s participation and engagement in the workshop given that industry owns and operates much, if not all, of the food critical infrastructure.

The outcome from the workshop “APEC Food Defense Principles” was distributed to members for consideration.  Members agreed to submit any further comments by the end of July, so that the principles could be endorsed intersessionally. CTTF agreed to present the APEC Food Defense Principles to Leaders in September for endorsement.  There was strong support for the Food Defense Initiative and recognition that APEC was playing a leading role in this area.  
Counter Terrorism Financing

Australia briefed the CTTF on its planning for the second APEC counter-terrorism workshop in Melbourne on 17-19 July.  Australia noted that invitations had been distributed intersessionally through the CTTF, and that there was a high acceptance rate.  Australia thanked CTTF and the initiative’s co-sponsors, Malaysia, Indonesia, Singapore and the Philippines, for their continued support.  Indonesia noted that its APEC counter-terrorism initiative in 2008 would build on Australia’s workshops and expressed its satisfaction with the cooperation of Australia’s Financial Intelligence Unit, AUSTRAC, in this regard.

Business Resumption and Aviation Security Points of Contact

The Secretariat advised CTTF on the outcome of consultations with the Secretariat’s PD for TFEP, the APEC IT Director, and communication team on a technical proposal to develop and maintain the Template in the most efficient and user-friendly manner. The Secretariat gave an online presentation and demonstrated to CTTF delegates the advantages of using this new on-line point of contact database, on the AIMP website.  
The CTTF welcomed this new functionality.  The Secretariat sought the CTTF’s view on who should be responsible for providing correct information, who should have access to the information, and how it should be kept up-to-date.  

Since this is a joint operational facility, the CTTF agreed that the Chair would advise Co-chairs of the TFEP of the CTTF’s view that: (a) member economies should be responsible for providing correct and up-to-date points of contact data, while the APEC Secretariat should be responsible for collating and up-loading the information to the database; (b) CTTF officials should have access to the database, but only the Secretariat should have editing authority; and that (c) CTTF members would submit up-to-date information of their business resumption and aviation security points of contact through the CTAP process, and that the Secretariat would collate this information to insert in the point of contact database.  

The CTTF agreed to an Indonesian proposal that to avoid potential duplication, the TFEP need not seek business resumption and aviation security points of contact details through a separate process.  The Secretariat outlined the responsibility of member economies to provide up-to-date and correct information. 
Transportation Security
The USA reminded members that the Aviation Security Experts Subgroup would be meeting in early July. The USA informed the group that it would report to the CTTF intersessionally on the outcomes of its two survey projects.
Trade Security: APEC Trade Recovery Program
Singapore presented the final report of the APEC Study Group on Trade Recovery (TRP), which is a coordination framework designed to facilitate the recovery of trade in the aftermath of a major disruption to the global supply chain caused by a terrorist  event. 

The program is based on three pillars that fit together: i.The Plan of Action; ii. The Model Guidelines; iii. The Communication Pillar.  The Group recognized that the adoption of measures on the TRP would help mitigate the devastating impact of interrupted trade. CTTF thanked Singapore and the study group members and endorsed the APEC TRP Study Report's recommendations, including the encouragement of APEC economies to explore TRP pilots on a voluntary basis.  The TRP Study Report and recommendations would be further submitted for SOM's endorsement.
New Project Proposals from CTTF II
In addition to the three project proposals that are already under evaluation by SCE in order to have BMC II’s approval ( Effective Public-Private Partnerships in Counter-Terrorism; Counter-Terrorism Financing: APEC Seminar on Securing Remittance and Cross-Border Payments from Terrorist Use; and STAR VI Conference), CTTF delegates were briefed on the following projects proposals.

Counter-Terrorism protection of critical energy infrastructure: Starting its implementation, Russia distributed a questionnaire addressing key elements of energy security to be filled in by economies on a voluntary basis. Members requested more time for their relevant agencies to review the draft questionnaire submitted by Russia. The CTTF approved the Russian proposal and agreed that members would be consulted thoroughly in improving the draft questionnaire further for intersessional endorsement.  
Technical Workshop on the Protection of Domestic Surface Transportation: Canada updated on its self funded proposal to provide capacity building for urban transit first responders, and specifically for bomb disposal technicians. The workshop will take place in January 2008. Mexico and Thailand are co-sponsors of the project. 
Cyber Security Training: Korea briefed CTTF on its proposal to provide a training program for government practitioners in charge of cyber-security in November 2007. Canada offered co-sponsorship to this proposal, suggesting sending some experts as lecturers.  Most economies expressed strong support and showed interest in participating.  USA suggested it could be a joint project between the CTTF and TEL. This suggestion was accepted by Korea, expressing its commitment to close cooperation with TEL in developing the detailed program.  The CTTF approved the proposal as a joint project. 
STAR V Conference
Australia briefed the CTTF on the outcomes derived from STAR V.  Australia noted extensive private sector participation in the conference, meeting its key objective.  Australia expressed its appreciation for the support of the CTTF Chair and CTTF members for the initiative, as well as its internal agencies.  Australia also noted that the secure trade agenda had been significantly developed since the inception of the STAR initiative in 2002.  It was necessary for the CTTF to keep under review how APEC’s STAR initiative could best contribute to the global secure trade agenda in future years. The CTTF agreed that the CTTFI in 2008 would consider how STARVI might be best targeted, particularly for potential capacity-building activities.  The Chair proposed, and the CTTF agreed, that CTTFI also consider how it could give effect to the recommendations from STARV. The CTTF endorsed the STARV report.

Other Matters

Land International Security and Commuters’ Advocacy Protocol.            

The Philippines updated on its proposal, “Land International Security and Commuters’ Advocacy Protocol,” which is pursued through the Transportation Working Group (TWG).

Seminar on Prevention and Crisis Management of Chemical and Biological Terrorism

Japan informed about preparations made for the Fifth Seminar on Prevention and Crisis Management of Chemical and Biological Terrorism, which is planned to be held from the 3rd to the 5th of July, in Kuala Lumpur and asked CTTF delegates to ask questions by mail.
Update on Related Work in International Fora
Russia provided an update on the importance it gives to relevant human security activities and how they were actively taking part in different fora.  Japan briefed members on the main outcomes of the fifth ASEM Counter Terrorism Conference held on 15-16 May in Tokyo.
The Secretariat confirmed that non-member participation in APEC activities, including conferences and self funded projects, should comply with APEC Guidelines and Procedures. 
Update from APEC Secretariat
Taken into account there has been no major developments since the last report, the Secretariat gave CTTF delegates a training tutorial on the Project Database in the AIMP. The presentation which was followed attentively by delegates was welcomed, and the Chair thanked the Secretariat for this initiative.
Meeting Documents 

Members agreed to the classification list of documents with the exception of deletions by Korea and Australia of documents that were duplications or were internal drafts and China suggested the document of the CTTF Decision on CTAP Process to be non-public because it is internal document. The revised list was agreed. 
Next Meeting 

Peru briefed on logistics topics about the next CTTF meeting to be held in 2008 

Chair’s Closing Remarks 
The Chair thanked all CTTF members and the Secretariat for their hard work, highlighted some of important outcomes from 2007 and additional work to do between now and the next in Lima, Peru at the beginning of 2008.
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