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Record of Meeting

The first SCSC meeting for 2007 was held on 24 and 25 January 2007 at the National Convention Centre, Canberra, Australia.  The meeting was attended by representatives from:  Australia; Brunei Darussalam; Canada; Chile; People’s Republic of China; Hong Kong China; Indonesia; Japan; the Republic of Korea; Malaysia; New Zealand; Papua New Guinea; Peru; Philippines, Singapore; Chinese Taipei; Thailand; the United States of America; and Viet Nam. The APEC Secretariat, representatives of the Asia Pacific Legal Metrology Forum (APLMF), the Asia Pacific Metrology Programme (APMP), the Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC), Pacific Accreditation Cooperation (PAC) and the Pacific Area Standards Congress (PASC) were also in attendance.

1. Opening

Mr John Henry, Director International and Standardization Policy, Standards Australia, and SCSC Chairperson for 2007, opened and chaired the meeting. 

The SCSC appointed as Vice-Chairs Mr Tran Van Hoc (Viet Nam) and Mr Mario Sandoval (Peru).

The CTI Chair, Mr Chris de Cure highlighted the priorities for 2007.  These were :

· Support for WTO

· Regional economic integration – exploring FTA of Asia Pacific as a long term goal and broader economic integration (this is of particular relevance to SCSC)

· Structural reform – a forum under CTI was looking at structural/policy issues

· Energy

· APEC reform – strengthening focus and productivity of fora, strengthening the Secretariat, evaluation of projects and conducting self-assessment for submission to CTI

CTI workplans include –

· Support for WTO

· RTAs/FTAs – to complete by 2008 model measures on commonly accepted RTAs/FTAs chapters

· Trade facilitation – development of TF Action Plan 2 for endorsement at MRT in July 2007; need for more collective actions and pathfinders (SCSC was expected to contribute to this) and review menu of options 

Other priorities included :

· Digital economy and IPR

· Transparency – study on transparency and regulatory reform in APEC region; assessment of implementation of APEC Transparency Standards

·  Capacity building - a more strategic approach in terms of stronger evaluation and accountability, linkage to priorities, outcomes focussed and public-private partnership

Chile reported that last year it had completed the development of a portal on products and the portal could be a model for relevant APEC work.

The SCSC Chair offered to talk to the SCCP Chair regarding ideas on development of a portal that could be relevant to SCSC.

2. Adoption of the Agenda

The SCSC adopted the agenda after the following amendments were made to the draft circulated ahead of the meeting:

· Item 4(4) Cooperation on Technical Infrastructure Development to be discussed after afternoon tea break on Day 1, as proposed by Indonesia
· Item 4(6) Food safety issues to be discussed in the afternoon of Day 1, as proposed by Australia
· Paper no. 2007/SOM1/SCSC/025 to be considered with other papers for item 4(6) Food safety issues, as proposed by New Zealand
· Item 4(7) Recognition of conformity assessment to include an update on EEMRA Pathfinder Initiatives based on the new pathfinder framework as developed by CTI, as proposed by China
· Item 4(9) Standards Education to include Japan with Korea as the economies reporting, as proposed by Japan and for Japan to make the presentation on ICES initiatives.

· Item 4(10) Interaction with Business to be discussed in the morning of Day 2 with the presentation on World Wine Trade Group at 10.00 am, as proposed by Australia and Viet Nam
3. Business Arrangements

Australia provided information regarding the logistical arrangements for the meeting.

The APEC secretariat provided information on the business arrangements for the meeting and support for the delegates, including the arrangements for the submission of papers.  

SCSC accepted the Secretariat’s suggestion that 2008 project proposals be submitted by 30 April  2007, circulated on AIMP by 1 May, final versions re-uploaded on AIMP by 31 May, approved and ranked within the first 2 weeks of June 2007 then forwarded to CTI for intersessional consideration by 15 June 2007.

The Secretariat gave a presentation on the dissemination of information to the APEC family and to the public through the APEC Information Management Portal.

4. SCSC Work Programme for 2007

The SCSC Chair invited reports on the items in the SCSC workplan for 2007.

(1) Trade Facilitation
The United States presented the report on the outcomes and recommendations from the SCSC/TFTF meeting held on 23 January 2007 as detailed in paper no. 2007/SOM1/SCSC/031. 
The Chair invited comments on the proposal to invite EU representatives to the next TFTF meeting.  The USA, Japan and Canada commented and SCSC agreed to keep the TFTF meeting to APEC economies only.

The SCSC noted the TFTF report and agreed to hold the next TFTF meeting in the margins of SOM III.


Australia reported that the previously proposed World Electronics Forum/SCSC seminar would be covered as part of the TFTF meeting rather than as a separate activity.

Viet Nam presented the final report on SCSC Trade Facilitation Action Plan.

Indonesia commented that transparency in conformity assessment was difficult as different economies were at different stages of development and noted that all the SRBs agreed to support the SCSC in technical infrastructure development.

Australia congratulated Viet Nam on and welcomed its effort to put more rigour into the CAP and suggested that if SCSC was commencing a new CAP period, it could start without the dated activities so that the CAP more clearly highlighted current and future activities.  Chile supported the Australian proposal.

Canada, APLAC, PAC and Hong Kong, China highlighted some difficulties in reporting on some of the proposed measures.

The Chair requested the SRBs to propose more useful measures.

APMP and Peru supported the adoption of more rigorous measures, particularly around recording and assessing the effectiveness of CAPs.

Philippines proposed that in line with CTI guidance, SCSC’s CAP focussed on priority areas such as capacity building and, in particular, public-private partnership.

Viet Nam proposed to finalise the proposals in time for SCSC II and requested lead economies of collective actions to identify their actions and targets for inclusion in the paper by 31 Mar 07.  This was agreed by the SCSC.

SCSC agreed that comments would be submitted to Viet Nam by SCSC members by 31 Mar.  Japan as co-sponsor would continue to assist Viet Nam in this work.  Chile, Peru, Philippines, China, Korea and Australia offered to work with Viet Nam in this project.

Japan reported on the contribution made to the WTO/TBT committee and reported on the developments within the Committee including the outcomes of the 4th Triennial Review and provided information on a seminar on GRP issues to be held in the future.

Japan proposed a paper to be submitted at the WTO/TBT Committee on result of the new VAP alignment work conducted in 2006 as contributions, on behalf of APEC SCSC, to the WTO/TBT committee.
The SCSC accepted Japan’s proposal that the next report regarding VAP activities would be prepared for SCSC II in 2008 and the last report would be published for SCSC II in 2010.

The Chair reminded member economies that SCSC had previously agreed to conduct this activity every other year.

Japan proposed a draft paper to be submitted at the WTO/TBT Committee to report on the result of the SCSC case study of MRAs conducted in 2006 as contributions to the WTO/TBT committee.  The SCSC accepted Japan’s proposal to submit the report on behalf of APEC SCSC to WTO in March 2007.

Indonesia, Peru and Australia identified additional changes to the paper and Japan agreed to include these.
The Chair requested other economies to provide any other inputs for the paper to Japan by the end of the week.

China reported on the developments within the WTO SPS Committee. 

Peru commented that the issues raised at the WTO SPS Committee on the rigidity of private standards (e.g. EurepGAP) were also issues for Peru.

Chinese Taipei reported on the preparations for Market Surveillance Workshop to be held in May 2007 and invited members to nominate speakers and to comment on the draft agenda and survey.  Comments were to be sent to Chinese Taipei by 7 Feb 2007.

Indonesia expressed interest in and support for the workshop.

(2) Alignment with International Standards and Active Participation in International Standardization
Japan presented a report on recent developments on Standards for Business Continuity Plans (BCP) at ISO/TC 223 Societal Security.

PASC reported that it has organised an informal group to meet on this matter prior to the next ISO/TC 223 meeting.

Peru reported that it was organising a national working group on this subject.

The Chair pointed out that there had been such regional meetings held prior to ISO meetings and requested PASC to consider the possibility of evaluating the benefits of such meetings in the future.

(3) 
Good Regulatory Practice
SCSC members discussed the preparations for the next GRP Conference.

Peru expressed a willingness to host both the GRP Conference and the S&C Conference in 2008 and invited comments from member economies.  Japan offered to work with Peru to contribute in proposing some agenda items for the conferences.
(4) 
Cooperation on Technical Infrastructure Development 
Indonesia reported that the SRBs continued to strongly support APEC and each SRB highlighted particular aspects of their reports. 

Indonesia updated the SCSC members on the results of the small group meeting on SRB-SCSC cooperation and Mr Rob Steele of PASC presented salient points from the paper.  The SRBs proposed that an SCSC-SRB workshop be held in association with SCSC II to focus on a particular industry sector.  The SRBs invited SCSC to review and comment on the SRBs Strategic Plan and send their comments to the Lead Shepherd by 31 Mar 2007 to enable them to be incorporated into the Plan for presentation to SCSC II.

Philippines asked if the strategic plan would be matched against the previous SCSC mid and long term technical infrastructure development plan.  Australia commented that the Strategic Plan should not be shackled by another plan that might be dated.  

Peru suggested that noting SRBs members being well placed in international organisations, SRBs should ensure coordination with the work being undertaken in the Joint Committee on Coordination of Assistance to Developing Countries in Metrology, Accreditation and Standardization (JCDCMAS).

Australia suggested using specific product(s) to illustrate the S&C infrastructure and processes.

The SRBs agreed to discuss with Indonesia as the SRB’s Lead Shepherd the Chair’s suggestion that the paper be forwarded to ABAC.

The SCSC agreed that there would be a joint SCSC-SRB seminar in the margins of SCSC II.

(5) 
 Recognition of Conformity Assessment
Indonesia, with the collaboration of SRBs, presented the work plan in this area.

(6) Food safety issues

Australia and China reported on the preparations for the first APEC Food Safety Cooperation Forum to be held in 2-4 April 2007 and requested for RSVPs by the 31 Jan 2007.

APMP on behalf of the SRBs expressed interest in the forum and requested to be kept informed of such activities.

New Zealand referred to paper no. 2007/SOM1/SCSC/025 on a proposed MAG/SCSC joint APEC Food System and invited comments from SCSC on the workshop content, and nomination of speakers, by 9 Feb.  The workshop was expected to be held in the margins of SOM III 2007.

Indonesia suggested that the workshop could be held in  conjunction with the other food initiatives for the sake of economy.

Reservations were expressed by the USA and the Chair on the proposal regarding the need to maintain the focus of other food initiatives on the SCSC agenda.

The SCSC requested the SCSC Chair to write to the MAG Chair and indicate that the SCSC could not endorse this proposal as a joint initiative at this stage; but would be able to provide updates to MAG on the two SCSC food initiatives.

(7) 
Pathfinder initiatives
EEMRA Pathfinder Initiative
The JAC Chair presented the workplan for the JAC EEMRA for the next three years.  The workplan included putting forward a TILF project proposal for a regulator seminar and workshop to be held in 2008.  The JAC Chair noted that the project proposal would be submitted for consideration after SCSC I.

Indonesia reminded the SCSC of the Bali workshop organized 2 years ago which led to little progress in the EEMRA, and urged that future workshops need to be carefully developed to ensure progress.

Brunei Darussalam supported the workplan and reported that it would be looking at signing Parts 2 & 3 of the EEMRA in the near future.

Japan commented that the meeting should be held in the margins of a APEC SCSC meeting to encourage attendance.

New Zealand and China expressed support for the workplan and in particular, for the proposed joint meeting between the APEC EEMRA JAC and the ASEAN Joint Sectoral Committee EEE and that having the meeting away from APEC SCSC meetings might encourage more regulators to attend.

The Secretariat pointed out to members that APEC leaders had endorsed close cooperation between APEC and ASEAN.

The SCSC endorsed the EEMRA workplan.

Food MRA Pathfinder Initiative

Thailand reported on progress of the work plan on APEC Sectoral Food MRA.  The workplan included a 2-day workshop on Administrative Procedures for APEC Sectoral Food MRA in May 2007.

APLAC agreed to help develop the project on capacity building in support of the APEC Sectoral Food MRA.

The Chair requested for some target dates for completion of the stages of the MRA to be established at the May 2007 workshop to assist with the evaluation of the pathfinder as proposed by the CTI.

(8) 
Supporting SMEs
Chile and the Secretariat reported progress of the work plan for improving SME’s access to standards and conformance information which covered accessibility to information about technical regulations through a common website.

Peru recommended that the relevant action items of the Interaction with Businesses workplan be co-ordinated with the workplan for improving SMEs’ access to S&C information as well as with relevant activities of the member economies.

New Zealand commented that the work of Chile and the Secretariat would be useful for New Zealand as it looks at the issue of providing information to the broader business community.  New Zealand will report to the SCSC on what progress it has made in this area in due course.

Philippines referred to an SCSC project on standards-based management for SMEs and asked that the project database be made available to lead economies.

Japan commended the proposal and commented on the need to avoid duplication of effort, the availability of existing notification systems under the WTO TBT and making excessive calls on members’ resources.

The Chair requested members to provide to the Secretariat URLs of links to be included on the website.

(9) 
Standards Education

Japan informed SCSC members about the ICES Conference and the ISO Award for Higher Education in Standardization.

Korea updated progress of work on standards education project.

APLAC noted that the current proposal and questionnaire focussed on “standards” only while it was clear that the intent was to cover both standards and conformance.

Peru, China and APMP agreed that the proposal and the questionnaire needed to be re-examined and revised accordingly to include the coverage of “conformance”.

The SCSC agreed that the name of the project needed to reflect both standards and conformance education.

Korea agreed to work with interested economies and SRBs to do this work. 

The SCSC requested that Korea circulate the draft questionnaire to member economies and SRBs for 2 weeks for comments. 

The SCSC endorsed the modified framework and approved Korea and Japan to prepare the questionnaire and circulate the documents for comments bearing in mind that the questionnaire covered both conformance as well as standards.

The SCSC agreed to circulate the survey to APEC SCSC members for a period of 3 months, and requested SRBs to support SCSC representatives in responding to the survey.

The SCSC agreed to keep the project advisory group as an informal group and register its documents as a part of SCSC documents. 
The SCSC agreed that the second meeting of the project advisory group would be held in the margin of the SCSC II 2007. The final date and venue would be announced in the SOM III admin circular in consultation with the hosting economy. (Note: SOM III is scheduled from Jun 22 to July 3) 

The SCSC requested the SCSC Chair to send a letter to HRDWG Chair : 

1) requesting cooperation with standards education activities in general; 
2) requesting comments or inputs on its project development; and

3) inviting a HRDWG representative to the meeting. 
Korea agreed to assist the SCSC Chair in this regard.

The SCSC requested Korea to send a representative to the next HRDWG meeting scheduled for Apr 17-20 in Brisbane to talk about the standards education activities. Korea agreed with the idea, but explained that the liaison activities would depend on available resources.

The SCSC recalled the 2006 APEC Ministerial Statement related to standards education and agreed that this proposal was trade-related and therefore eligible for consideration for TILF funding. The SCSC asked Korea to prepare the proposal for the 2008 SSE project (phase II). 
Korea agreed to change the project title to include the concept of conformance in the project.

(10) Interaction with Business

Promotion of the Interaction with Business in SCSC’s Activities

Viet Nam presented the proposal for actions to promote interaction with businesses, which reflected revision made with the assistance of Australia based on comments received from SCSC members.

Japan agreed to lead in the proposed Actions 2 and 5 and would work with Vietnam and other interested economies to fine-tune those actions.

APMP requested for consultation with the SRBs in the further development of the activities especially Action 6.

Korea declined to lead in Action 4 due to resources being committed to other projects but supported the proposed plan.

The US highlighted difficulties to identify priority services and products in Action 2 but offered to contribute to Action 6.

Peru commented that it would be best to organize the ABAC-SCSC dialogue as part of the S&C Conference in 2008 to optimize the use of resources and welcomed participation by other economies.

Indonesia offered to work with Japan on Action 2.

Hong Kong, China commented that it would have difficulty in participating in Action 2 as it did not have a standards body and also suggested that the help of SRBs be enlisted for some of the activities.

PASC reported that its on-going activities covered some of the intended purposes and agreed to discuss the proposed plan with its members. 

China and Philippines requested input from ABAC.

The SCSC agreed that Vietnam would work with interested economies, ABAC and the SRBs to refine, clarify and prioritize the proposed activities for submission to SCSC II for further consideration.

Interaction with ABAC

The Chair welcomed Mr Geoff Brennan, representing ABAC, who explained the role of ABAC and its interest in standards and conformance issues. Mr Brennan presented the paper regarding the proposed ABAC dialogue with standards body CEOs.

Peru asked if the ABAC dialogue with Standard Body CEOs would involve the participation of ABAC members from developing economies.  Mr Brennan reported that all ABAC members have been invited but not all were expected to attend.

The Chair suggested that PASC, which was co-ordinating the ABAC dialogue, consider inviting other SRBs.

World Wine Trade Group (WWTG)

Australia spoke on the work of the WWTG including the relevance of standards to wine production and labelling, and the benefits of two recent WWTG agreements concluded in this area.  Australia invited the SCSC to consider how it could work with the WWTG on issues of common interest and submitted a paper for members’ information.

New Zealand, Canada and the US expressed support for the work of WWTG on mutual recognition of wine making practices and wine labeling, noting that this could have potential trade facilitation benefits for the wider APEC community.   Support was also expressed for possible cooperation between SCSC and WWTG in the future.

The SCSC agreed to have an agenda item on SCSC working with WWTG at the next SCSC meeting and Australia agreed to be the lead economy for that item.

5. SCSC Projects

The Chair invited member economies to provide information about potential projects that may be submitted in 2007.

Chile described a project on the Impact of Technical Regulations on SMEs' Competitiveness. Malaysia and Chinese Taipei expressed interest in the project.

Chile also mentioned a potential project on Information Communications Systems for Food Safety Alerts. Indonesia reminded economies about the alert system in Codex Alimentarius and the increasing role of ISO 22000 in food safety and suggested that these existing initiatives be taken into account.

Peru introduced four potential projects and indicated that, as it had not participated in SCSC very actively in recent years, Peru sought guidance about the appropriateness of those projects. 

a) Trade Facilitation Through Enhanced Consumer Participation Standardization. The Chair asked Peru to collaborate with PASC in developing this proposal.

b) Evaluation Framework for Trade Capacity Development Projects. PASC and APMP offered to provide information about related initiatives.

c) Strengthening Chemical Metrology Infrastructures. APMP and New Zealand suggested that this proposal be considered in the context of the SRB strategic plan.

d)  Food Traceability and Quarantine Requirements. Japan noted the need to avoid duplication with other initiatives in this area, including those in other APEC fora.

Peru also mentioned that it would be submitting two project proposals, respectively  for the Conference on Standards and Conformance and the Conference on Good Regulatory Practice in 2008.

APLAC described the proposed self-funded demonstrator workshop to be held in the margins of SOM III that would show how work of the SRBs links to the work of the SCSC. Indonesia suggested also inviting regulators to this workshop. 

Korea outlined Phase 2 of the Standards and Conformance Education Project.

The Chair asked each of the lead economies to take note of the comments in developing their potential projects.

6. Adoption of the SCSC’s 2007 Work Plan

Based on the outcomes of discussion, the SCSC Chair proposed to draw up a draft work plan for SCSC members’ consideration and endorsement, based on the decisions at the meeting.

7. Adoption of the SCSC Chair’s report to the CTI meeting

The SCSC asked the Chair to prepare a report for the CTI meeting based on the record of the meeting.

8. Adoption of the SCSC I Summary Conclusions

The SCSC considered and adopted the Summary Conclusions of the 1st SCSC Meeting in 2007.

9. Meeting Documents

The SCSC considered the public release of documents and agreed that all documents may be made publicly available except for the following:

	Document No.
	Title
	Agenda Item

	
	
	

	2007/SOM1/SCSC/016
	Contribution to the WTO/TBT Committee - Report on Case Study to Clarify Effectiveness of MRAs
	4(1)

	2007/SOM1/SCSC/023
	Background and outline of an APEC SCSC Specialist Regional Bodies (SRBs) paper for APEC SCSC to assist APEC economies in achieving the Bogor Goals
	4(4)

	2007/SOM1/SCSC/025
	Possible Elements of MAG/SCSC Workshop in Support of the APEC Food System
	4(6)

	2007/SOM1/SCSC/029
	Preliminary Project Proposals for 2008
	5

	2007/SOM1/SCSC/032
	Report of Meeting (Draft)
	8

	2007/SOM1/SCSC/034
	Chile’s Project Proposal: Information and Communication System for Food Safety Alert (ICSFSA) - Presentation
	5

	2007/SOM1/SCSC/034a
	Chile’s Project Proposal: Information and Communication System for Food Safety Alert (ICSFSA)
	5

	2007/SOM1/SCSC/035
	Project Proposal – Technical Regulation and Assessment’s Impact on SMEs Competitiveness
	5
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11. Adjournment 

The SCSC Chair then adjourned the meeting. 

Note : “Information only” items were not discussed at the session, but relevant documents were submitted and were officially recorded.
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