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OAA ISSUE AREA:

CONVENOR’S SUMMARY REPORT TO CTI

1. KEY DEVELOPMENTS SINCE CTI 1 (Including MAJOR OUTCOMES OF THE SUB-FORUM MEETINGS AT AREQUIPA PRIOR TO CTI 2) WITH RESPECT TO PROGRESS MADE IN THE 2008 Work PROGRAMS/Plans, WITH PARTICULAR REFERENCE TO STRENGTHENING REGIONAL ECONOMIC INTEGRATION AND THE FOLLOWING PRIORITIES:  

A) sUPPORT FOR THE MULTILATERAL TRADING SYSTEM

Expanding the membership and participation in the ABTC scheme continues to facilitate business travel and hence trade and investment in the APEC Region.  

In addition, Members will cooperate to share information and best practice on immigration legislation, and relevant policies, procedures and technologies.   

B) RTAs/FTAs

C) tRade facilitation AND TRANSPARENCY

At SOMI 2008, the BMG agreed on a set of KPIs to measure collective progress on implementing the BMG’s agreed TFAPII Actions and these KPIs were submitted to the CTI at SOMI as part of the Convenor’s Report to the CTI meeting. 
At SOMII, the BMG finalised a process for reporting to the CTI before SOMIII.  The process involves economies undertaking a self assessment against the agreed BMG TFAPII Actions and KPIs.  Australia will consolidate members’ responses into the required template report and submit it to the CTI intersessionally as required.  A report will be presented to the CTI on 25 May on the Convenor’s behalf.)

At SOMI 2008, the BMG formed two working groups to examine the options for managing the rapid growth of the ABTC scheme and to look at ways to enhance the ABTC, including ABAC’s suggestion to look at the viability of enhancing the card with biometrics. 

Progress reports from both Working Groups were presented to the BMG at SOMII and discussed by members. ABAC was represented at SOMII. Agreement was reached on next steps for both Working Groups.  

The BMG will continue to promote and expand the membership of the APEC Business Travel Card (ABTC) Scheme.  
At SOMII, Canada advised it will be seeking the BMG’s agreement at SOMIII to join as a transitional member. The BMG will collectively enable the transition of new economy members to fully participate in the ABTC Scheme in accordance with agreed transitional arrangements.  

In addition to the TFAPII Actions, members will cooperate to share information and best practice on immigration legislation, free trade and other trade agreements, relevant policies and procedures and technologies.   The BMG has agreed standards for Transparency as directed by Leaders in 2003.  BMG will actively pursue implementation of the standards including actions in updating the on-line travel Handbook and temporary entry matrices and member economies’ information websites in regard to information on visa and other immigration requirements.
D) DIGITAL ECONOMY AND STRENGTHENING INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS 

Not applicable
E) INVESTMENT

nOT APPLICABLE 

F) OTHER AREAS, INCLUDING APEC-WIDE INITIATIVES ON  SECURITY, STRUCTURAL REFORM  and GENDER 

Human security is being addressed through a number of initiatives including expansion of the functionality of the Regional Movement Alert System (RMAS), with work continuing towards the expansion of membership through discussions with several economies which have the immediate technical capability.
Other major human security initiatives include:

· Capacity building to encourage economies to adopt machine readable travel documents, and with biometrics.  The BMG developed and published an online ‘Guide to Biometric technology in Machine Readable Travel Documents’ in 2007, following successful workshops in 2006 to raise economies’ awareness of the benefits and issues of introducing biometric passports.  The Guide has received international recognition of its usefulness.  At SOMII, Peru updated members on progress with arrangements to conduct a TILF-funded Workshop on Frequent Passenger Programs on 12-14 August on the margins of SOMIII.  The workshop will complement and extend the BMG’s work in biometric travel documents;

· Encouraging economies to implement unilateral Advance Passenger Information (API) systems as soon as possible.  At SOMII 2008, China confirmed that it had implemented an API system on 1 May 2008. To date, a total of 12 economies have either implemented or have announced their commitment to implementing an API system, including: Australia, Canada, China, Hong Kong (China), Korea, Japan, Malaysia (implemented for sea arrivals and planned for air arrivals), Mexico, New Zealand, Chinese Taipei, Thailand and the United States. A further three economies have plans to implement API in the future and one other economy is to trial an API system this year;  

· Encouraging economies to contribute lost and stolen passport data to Interpol in accordance with a best endeavours BMG agreement;

· A new initiative to develop a Framework to assist economies assure integrity in identity for biometric enrolment processes for identity and travel documents. The working group formed at SOMI 2008 to develop the Framework document provided a progress report to SOMII.
2.
FORECASTS OF TILF OUTCOMES/DELIVERABLES FOR 2008

At SOMII 2008, Canada advised the BMG it would be seeking formal agreement to join the ABTC scheme as a transitional member at SOMIII, which  means there is a strong likelihood that 20 economies will be members of the ABTC Scheme by end 2008.  

In addition, the BMG expects to deliver:

A substantial increase in the number of APEC Business Travel cardholders.

Improvement of the operation of the APEC Business Travel Card (ABTC) scheme and improved service to cardholders.

The development of at least a draft Identity Assurance Framework to provide guidance to economies seeking to assure identity in respect of enrolment processes for biometric identity and travel documents. This work is being progressed by a third BMG working group (in addition to the two working groups mentioned above on the ABTC). 
Increase in the number of economies with biometric machine readable travel documents or with plans to implement. 

Clear, comprehensive and up-to-date information available on economies’ short term and business residence visas and requirements, the ABTC Scheme via the BMG website and other publicly available media.

Increase in the number of economies implementing an API system. 
3.
Decision Points Needed from CTI

Agreement on the BMG’s proposed reporting methodology on the TFAPII. 
