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Counter-Terrorism Task Force

23 May 2008, Arequipa, Peru

Executive Summary

The 16th meeting of the APEC Counter-Terrorism Task Force (CTTF) was held in Arequipa, Peru on 23 May 2008.

CTTF delegates met to review progress on the implementation of the CTTF 2008 work plan and to consider new project proposals.

A new template for Counter Terrorism Action Plans (CTAPs) was adopted which will incorporate the previously separate Summary of the Implementation of Leaders’ and Ministers’ Statements. It was agreed it will be used from the next update of CTAPs in 2009.

Members endorsed the proposal made by the Secretariat to improve the Summary Report of Counter-Terrorism Capacity Building Needs by identifying common needs expressed by member economies in their CTAPs. Member economies which had not submitted their CTAPS were encouraged to do so by 30 June

Member economies reiterated their support for on-going initiatives, including the APEC Workshop on Trade Recovery Program, the APEC Seminar on Securing Remittance and Cross Border Payments from Terrorist Use, the APEC Seminar on Protection of Cyberspace from Terrorist Use and Attacks and Effective Public Private Partnership in Counter-Terrorism and Secure Trade.

Members endorsed the Workshop on Aviation Security proposed by Viet Nam aimed at facilitating the conduct of internal audits and investigations by economies in compliance with ICAO standards and recommended practices, in order to improve and sustain the integrity of aviation security systems in APEC economies; and to share experiences in establishing domestic aviation security quality control programs. It was proposed that the workshop take place in Ha Noi, Viet Nam in January 2009.
Members broadly supported the United States’ first Food Defense pilot project to be held in Peru; Australia’s proposed workshops on detecting and deterring cash couriering and bulk cash smuggling; a new proposal by Australia for a workshop to improve regulation of non-profit organizations to prevent misuse by terrorist groups; and the Best Practice document presented by Russia under its Critical Energy Infrastructure initiative. Further discussion and formal endorsement of these initiatives will be pursued intersessionally.

Peru agreed to conduct a further test of the Aviation Security Emergency Points of Contact Network in 2008. Members were encouraged to provide complete and accurate contact details as soon as possible and to update the information frequently.

Members supported the strengthening of the CTTF and underlined the importance of its work agenda. They also discussed ways to increasing the efficiency of CTTF meetings and suggested ideas such as strengthening intersessional work and decision making, reducing the number of meetings, and increased cooperation with other Fora. Discussion will continue intersessionally and may also encompass discussions around the renewal of the CTTF mandate.  

CTTF

23 May 2008 

Arequipa, Peru

Chair’s Summary Report

The 16th meeting of the APEC Counter-Terrorism Task Force (CTTF) was held in Arequipa, Peru on 23 May 2008. Sixty participants from nineteen member economies and the APEC Secretariat attended. The meeting was chaired by Ambassador Park Sang-ki, the CTTF Chair.
Chair’s Opening Remarks

Ambassador Park opened the meeting by expressing his condolences to the victims of the earthquake in Sichuan Province in China. The Chair welcomed participants to the second CTTF meeting of the year and thanked Peru for the excellent arrangements and warm hospitality. 

Ambassador Park said that building upon the success of its last meeting, the CTTF was advancing initiatives in the areas of trade security, food defense, counter-terrorism financing, transportation security, cyber security, critical energy infrastructure, and public-private partnerships to counter terror and secure trade. In addition, the Chair encouraged the continuous improvement and streamlining of the CTAP processes to avoid duplication in the reporting processes.  He also suggested that CTTF Members discuss how to increase the overall efficiency of CTTF meetings. 

Adoption of the Final Annotated Agenda

The draft annotated agenda was adopted without changes.

Chair’s Report on Intersessional Work

The Chair reported on efforts to implement the main deliverables of 2008, including progress on ongoing and new CTTF initiatives, related to trade security, food defense, transportation security, counter-terrorism financing, protection of energy infrastructure, cybersecurity and public-private partnerships in counter-terrorism and secure trade.

The Chair also reported on activities to build and strengthen ties with other APEC Fora and thanked the FOTC on CTAP reform for their intersessional work.

CTAP Reform

On behalf of Friends of the Chair (FOTC), Australia presented the outcome of work undertaken to streamline CTTF reporting requirements by incorporating the updates on the implementation of Leaders´ and Ministers´ Statements into the Executive Summary of the revised CTAP Template.

The member economies adopted the new template presented by FOTC, with two minor changes, and agreed to use it from the next update of CTAPs in 2009. Submission of a separate document on the implementation of Leaders’ and Ministers’ statements would be discontinued in 2009, and would now be optional for those economies who had not submitted it for the 2008 report.

Assessment of Counter-Terrorism Needs

CTAPs 2008 Update 

New Zealand, Korea, Chinese Taipei, Viet Nam, Hong Kong, China and Canada presented their updated CTAPs. Japan, Peru, Thailand and the United States also submitted their CTAPs. The Secretariat informed members that all CTAPs submitted had been uploaded on the CTTF CTAP site.

Capacity Building and Technical Assistance Programs

The APEC Secretariat briefed members on the methodology and timeline for preparing the Summary Report of Counter-Terrorism Capacity Building Needs to be presented at CTTF3 in Lima in August.  Members welcomed and endorsed the proposal made by the Secretariat to improve the summary report by identifying common needs.  The timeline proposed was also endorsed and member economies that had not already done so were encouraged to submit their CTAPs by 30 June.

It was clarified that economies’ names would not be included in the summary report.  When the summary is shared with other international and regional organizations individual CTAPs would not be attached.
Cooperation among APEC Fora on Counter-Terrorism Issues

Trade Security: APEC Trade Recovery Program

Singapore briefed members on its preparations to host the APEC Workshop on Trade Recovery Program to be held in Singapore on 23-24 July. Singapore provided information regarding speakers, the program and the administrative circular and encouraged economies to attend the Workshop.  Member economies reiterated their support for the APEC Trade Recovery Programme.
Food Defense
The United States reported progress on developing pilot projects under its Food Defense Pilot Project: Putting Principles into Practice. At SOM 1, Peru volunteered to participate as the first pilot economy in this initiative.  From May 5 to May 9, 2008, a team of U.S. public and private sector experts met with representatives of the Peruvian government and interested businesses, trade associations, and academia to plan and scope out the details of a pilot project. The United States presented a proposal describing in more detail the pilot project with Peru. CTTF was asked to endorse the proposal. 
Member Economies expressed broad support for the Food Defense Initiative and agreed to provide comments on the Peru pilot proposal intersessionally.  It was agreed that if no adverse comments were received by 30 June, the proposal will be considered as endorsed and approved. 

Counter Terrorism Financing

Indonesia briefed member economies on its preparations to host the APEC Seminar on Securing Remittance and Cross Border Payments from Terrorist Use in 2008.  The Seminar will be held in Jakarta, instead of Bandung, on 22-23 October. Indonesia also presented the objectives and program for the Seminar and encouraged economies to participate in this event.

Australia presented a proposal to organize two self-funded workshops on detecting and deterring cash couriering (CC) and bulk cash smuggling (BCS) in late 2008 and early 2009. The workshops would enhance the capacity of APEC member economies to identify and interdict CC/BCS activities and comply with Financial Action Task Force (FATF) Special Recommendation IX. The workshops would include a practical desk-top exercise. Recommendations and learning outcomes from the first workshop would inform the second workshop, which would focus on strategies for effective domestic and international coordination and collaboration.  

Member economies broadly supported the proposal. Indonesia highlighted the complementarities of the issue taken by Australia with the possible outcome of the workshop planned to be held this year by Indonesia on Securing Remittance and Cross Border Payments from Terrorist Use.
The United States expressed strong support for the Australian proposal and agreed to co-sponsor it. The U.S. highlighted that CC/BCS has been recognized as a significant threat by other regional and international organizations and encouraged APEC members raise the profile of the issue in the region through strong political commitments and capacity building initiatives. 
It was suggested that the wording of establishing Memorandum-of-Understanding on information sharing should be removed from the concept note and Australia agreed. 

Member Economies agreed that if no comments or objections are received by 30 June, the proposal would be considered as approved. 

Transportation Security

Peru confirmed that a test of the Aviation Security Emergency Points of Contact Network would be conducted in 2008.  Peru briefed members on its plans for conducting the test and requested the full support and collaboration of all member economies to ensure a successful test this year.   

The Chair encouraged all economies to provide complete, updated and accurate contact details for their Aviation Security Emergency Points of Contact to the APEC Secretariat as soon as possible.

Viet Nam presented a report on intersessional work done to develop its project proposal for a Workshop on Aviation Security.  As recommended by the CTTF, Viet Nam undertook a consultation process with the Aviation Expert Group, particularly the Aviation Security Subgroup.  

The proposal aims to facilitate the conduct of internal audits and investigations by economies in accordance with ICAO standards and recommended practices, in order to improve and sustain the integrity of aviation security systems in APEC economies; and to share experiences in establishing domestic aviation security quality control programs.  It is proposed that the workshop take place in Ha Noi, Viet Nam in January 2009. Singapore and the United States will co-sponsor this project.

Member economies fully supported and endorsed the project proposal with the understanding that there would be no duplication with the work of relevant international fora such as ICAO and that the APEC guidelines on non-member participations were observed. 
Cybersecurity and Terrorism
Korea reported on its preparations to host the APEC Seminar on Protection of Cyberspace from Terrorist Use and Attack to be held in Seoul on 26-27 June.  The seminar will aim at encouraging cooperative and effective efforts to combat various cyber threats, building trust and confidence to allow for continued information-sharing, the exchange of best practices and experiences in fostering a culture of cyber security, and enhancing cooperation among different APEC sub-fora. The Seminar had been endorsed as a CTTF-TEL joint project by both sub-fora and official invitations had been sent to APEC Member Economies. Economies were encouraged to participate in this seminar.

Counter-Terrorism Protection of Critical Energy Infrastructure (CEI)

Russia presented a Best Practice document it had developed based on the responses to last year’s APEC CEI Questionnaire by 11 member-economies. Russia informed that its main purpose is to outline common trends and to give basic recommendations that could be used both by APEC and non-APEC economies, and other international fora and organizations. 

Economies welcomed the document as a good basis for further discussion intersessionally and agreed to provide comments. The document will be considered approved if no comments or objections are received by the end of July. Once approved by the CTTF, the document will also be submitted to the Energy Working Group for comments and then to Senior Officials (SOM III) for consideration.

Effective Public-Private Partnership in Counter-Terrorism and Secure Trade

Canada and New Zealand updated members on the implementation of this project, including the distribution to CTTF and other APEC Fora of a survey to gauge the challenges and benefits of past, current and future public-private partnerships to counter terror and secure trade. Canada and New Zealand urged CTTF members to encourage as many relevant organizations from the public and private sector in their economies to complete the survey by 4 June, in order to ensure that their experience and needs are captured in these discussions.  

Following completion of the survey and interviews, and drawing on an extensive review of the relevant literature, the consultant, the Conference Board of Canada, will draft a discussion document outlining key findings and analysis for consideration at a workshop that is tentatively planned to take place at the margins of SOM3 in Lima.  The date for this workshop has been tentatively scheduled for 19 August, on the margins of both CTTF3 and the 6th Conference on Secure Trade in the APEC Region (STAR6). Following the workshop, a summary document capturing its key findings and recommendations will be prepared and circulated to participants. This report and its findings will be reported back to the CTTF at its first meeting in 2009.  

New Project Proposals 

Australia proposed a self-funded workshop aimed at strengthening compliance with FATF Special Recommendation VIII on the regulation of Non-Profit Organizations (NPOs) in the APEC region.

The workshop would facilitate the sharing of regional experiences; discuss the four pillars of international standards and best practices in the oversight of NPOs; provide practical advice on specific aspects of developing and implementing regulation; explore ways to encourage compliance and self-regulation; and stimulate discussion and cooperation between regulators in the APEC region.  Australia would consult intersessionally with member economies to identify partners and to develop a detailed program for the workshop.

Member Economies supported the proposal and agreed that if no comments or objections were received by 30 June, the proposal would be considered as approved. 

STAR VI Conference
Peru updated members on preparations to host the STAR VI Conference on 21-22 August 2008. The theme of the conference is Security and Vulnerabilities of the Global Supply Chain. The draft program was tabled and Peru welcomed the support from member economies and requested them to provide comments on the program and suggestions for potential speakers and experts for this event by 30 June.

The Chair thanked Peru and encouraged economies to collaborate with Peru in organizing the Conference.  

Other Matters

Update on Related Work in International Fora

Japan briefed members on relevant activities of G8 and CTAG, its collaboration with UNCTED, and the outcome of their hosting of G8 meetings including Roma-Lyon. Russia presented an update on related work in international fora, including the SCO, Council of Europe, ASEAN, ARF and CICTE.

The Chair thanked these economies for sharing this information on work being done on other international fora in the field of counter terrorism.

Land International Security and Commuters’ Advocacy Protocol            

The Philippines updated members on implementation of its project on a “Land International Security and Commuters’ Advocacy Protocol”, which is being pursued through the Transportation Working Group. The project aims to develop a protocol relating to transport security that will be considered and adopted by APEC economies.
The Philippines requested collaboration of CTTF members to participate in the survey intended to gather information on the following: Land/Rail Transport Services Profile; International Connections; Institutional Frameworks; the Existing Security Situation and suggestions to enhance security. The survey may be accessed through www.apec-landiscap.org
Other Business 

Taking into consideration current work being conducted on broad APEC reform as well as the upcoming decision on a renewal of CTTF mandate at the end of 2008, Canada initiated a discussion on increasing the efficiency of CTTF meetings with a goal to continue to strengthen the work of the task force. Member economies suggested ideas that included strengthening intersessional work and decision making, reducing the number of meetings and increasing cooperation with other APEC Fora. Discussion will continue intersessionally, and would consider how discussions on renewal of the CTTF mandate could intersect with discussions on increasing CTTF efficiency. Canada invited member economies to share with them any additional ideas and suggestions in the intersessional period.

Building upon intersessional consultation with member economies, Canada will present a consensus-driven proposal for further discussion, based on intersessional suggestions, at CTTF3.
Update from APEC Secretariat

The APEC Secretariat reported on outcomes from SOMI and BMC2 meetings relevant to the CTTF. The BMC deadline for submission of 2009 project proposals is 4 September. The Secretariat reminded CTTF to establish a small group to conduct QAF assessments. The APEC Secretariat also reported that as part of the development process of the APEC Website Development Tool Kit, CTTF members were invited to participate in a survey that would be distributed via email and also posted on the CTTF Collaboration Site.  The deadline to participate is 9 June.  
Meeting Documents 
The Secretariat informed members that 29 documents were submitted for information or consideration during the meeting.  The project proposals submitted for consideration by Australia (CTTF 02/009 and 010) and the United States (CTTF 02/021) and the Best Practice document submitted by Russia (CTTF 02/024) were classified as restricted.  Those documents will be accessible to the public once they have been officially approved by the CTTF.  The remaining documents will be made accessible to the public. 
Next Meeting 
Peru announced that the next CTTF meeting would be held in Lima on 17-18 August 2008.
Chair’s Closing Remarks 

The Chair thanked all CTTF members and the Secretariat for their hard work and summarized some important outcomes from the meeting. The Chair also encouraged member economies to strengthen intersessional collaboration to successfully accomplish the work to be done before the next meeting in Lima in August. 
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