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Convenor’s Summary Report to CTI
- E-commerce Steering Group (ECSG) -

1. Proposed Work Plan for 2008 in response to Leaders/ Ministers/SOM decisions WITH PARTICULAR REFERENCE TO STRENGTHENING REGIONAL ECONOMIC INTEGRATION:  

C)  TRADE FACILITATION
Projects are being developed by ECSG on the use of paperless trading in commercial processes. These projects will likely have an impact on the business operations of companies and assist them in adopting business management practices and supporting technologies to comply with regulations and customers demand.  Areas covered by these projects include electronic certificate of origin, electronic invoicing, data harmonization and single window, e-government procurement systems and e-trade financing.  These projects involve B2B and B2G transactions and promote the use of electronic documents and internet technologies in the process of international trade, responding to an important aspect of APEC´s second Trade Facilitation Action Plan of speeding the use of electronic commerce. 

Training courses and seminars on paperless trading instruments, financial supply chain and IPR issues in relation to e-documents will take place in 2008 as capacity building activities. 

The ECSG work on the implementation of the Data Privacy Pathfinder is the responsibility of the Data Privacy Subgroup.   Prior to the subgroup meeting on February 22, two day seminars, followed by a one day workshop were held on February 19-21, 2008.  The seminar provided the opportunity for capacity building (including a discussion on the cultures of privacy in Asia and Latin America) and assisted in developing a broader understanding of the Data Privacy Pathfinder projects.  During the workshop, the purpose and content of each pathfinder project was discussed, and participants agreed on timelines for inter-sessional work to move the projects forward.  It was during the Subgroup meeting that member economies indicated the projects in which they will participate.  Some members volunteered to lead project groups, while others agreed to participate as observers.  Project leaders are responsible for advancing the work on the projects.  The Sub-Group Chair will lead a Friends of the Chair group to develop an outreach and communications strategy and supporting materials.  

E)  DIGITAL ECONOMY AND STRENGTHENING INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS 
An element of the ECSG’s work will be to work cooperatively with the private sector to develop regulatory and policy checklists designed to facilitate the utilization of Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) in support of trade and cross-border e-commerce.  In so doing, the ECSG will build on its current work streams and projects, including data privacy and paperless trading, which are key elements of ICT-enabled growth.  We will be exploring the ability of economies to access and strategically use the following pillars -- information, infrastructure, innovation, intellectual capital and investment -- needed to participate in the digital economy. The ECSG also will coordinate with other related APEC fora on these issues.

The development of the regulatory and policy checklists and associated guidance documents for e-commerce will be significant contributions to the CTI’s trade facilitation, transparency, capacity building and investment priorities and will enhance aspects of the CTI’s Digital Economy and IPR agenda.

G) OTHER AREAS, INCLUDING APEC-WIDE INITIATIVES ON  SECURITY, STRUCTURAL REFORM and GENDER 

· APEC Data Privacy Pathfinder

The Philippines announced that it would join the list of economies participating in the APEC Data Privacy Pathfinder.  Now, total number of member economies joining the pathfinder became fourteen (14).
The DPS Chair leaded a discussion on the APEC Data Privacy Pathfinder Projects Implementation Work Plan and the Sub-Group agreed on the following nine projects and   participants to each project and on the timelines for further work as follows:
· project 1 (self-assessment guidance for business) – lead by the ICC, revised draft document circulated in the week of 10 March, with a meeting and simultaneous teleconference organized in the margins of the IAPP meeting around 29 March;
· projects 2 (trust mark guidelines) and 3 (compliance review process of cross-border privacy rules) – lead by the United States who will prepare questions to help clarify the purpose and scope of these projects by the week of 23 March;
· project 4 (directories of compliant organizations) – lead by the United States, a teleconference will be scheduled in the week of 23 March;
· project 5 (contact directories for data protection authorities and privacy contact officers), 6 (templates for enforcement cooperation arrangements) and 7 (templates for cross-border complaint handling forms) – lead by Australia, teleconference in the week of 10 March, with revised draft documents to be circulated in advance; and


· project 9 (a pilot program that can test and implement the results of the projects leading to the testing of a complete system) – lead by the United States, fact scenarios to be prepared to assist members participating in other projects, and consideration of how business can participate with a teleconference scheduled for the week of 23 March.

· Project 8 (guidelines and procedures for responsive regulation in CBPR systems)

2.
Anticipated Activities WITH ABAC AND/OR OTHER EXTERNAL STAKEHOLDERS

Data Privacy Sub-group stressed on the importance of developing an outreach and communication strategy.  It was agreed that materials should be produced that provide an information kit for various stakeholders, including for governments of economies to use so that they can communicate a consistent message to their domestic stakeholders.  It was agreed that every project under the Data Privacy Pathfinder should consider effective communication as a priority.  
In addition, the Chair of DPS will lead work on broader communications issues, assisted by Friends of the Chair group, to include initially the ICC, Australia, Hong Kong China, Mexico and the United States.

4.   EXPECTED OUTCOMES AND DELIVERABLES FOR 2008
	Deliverable
	Outcomes / Progress

	APEC Data Privacy Pathfinder Projects
	· Having current nine pathfinder projects addressing all four elements of a “cross-border privacy rule (CBPR)” pilot tested by the end of 2008. 

	Developing ICT–enabled growth project and creating a model checklist of issues in designing appropriate policy and regulatory environments for e-commerce
	· A new Friends of the Chair group will develop the above ICT–enabled growth project and create a model checklist of issues to be considered in designing appropriate policy and regulatory environments for e-commerce in support of economic growth.

	Development of Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) for the Data Privacy Pathfinder
	· Development of Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) for the Data Privacy Pathfinder, to be used to monitor progress in its implementation.

	Capacity Building Workshops on the International Implementation of the APEC Privacy Framework (ECSG 04/2008T)
	· Two technical Seminars on International Implementation of the APEC Privacy Framework was held in Lima, Peru on 19-20, Feb. and will be held in Aug. 2008.

	Seminar to Advance & Promote APEC Work on E-invoicing Framework (ECSG 02/2008T)
	· Seminar on e-invoicing framework will be held in Lima, Peru at the margin of SOM III in Aug. 2008.

	APEC-UNCEFACT Joint Symposium on Paperless Trading Capacity Building (Paperless Trading Instruments) (ECSG 03/2008T)
	· “APEC-UNCEFACT Joint Symposium on Paperless Trading Capacity Building: Finding Paperless Trading Instruments for Phased Development will be held in Seoul, Korea on 26-28, May 2008. 

	APEC Data Harmonization towards Single Window Paperless Environment (ECSG 05/2008T)
	· “APEC Data Harmonization towards Single Window Paperless Environment” will be held in Bangkok, Thailand at the 3rd quarter of this year.

	APEC E-trade & Supply Chain Management Training Course Phase 2: Financial Supply Chain Management Training (ECSG 01/2008T)
	· APEC E-trade & Supply Chain Management Training Course will be held in Beijing, China in Sep. 2008

	Development of APEC Guidance for Electronic Commerce Using the Best Practices of E-government Procurement Systems – Stage 2 (ECSG 06/2008T)
	· Development of APEC Guidance for Electronic Commerce Using the Best Practices of E-government Procurement Systems – Stage 2 will be organized by Russia and be held Beijing, China in Nov. 2008.

	The 3rd APEC E-commerce Business Alliance Forum (Self-funded project)
	· The 3rd APEC E-commerce Business Alliance Forum will be held in Qingdao, China on 30-31, May 2008.


5.   DECISION POINTS NEEDED FROM CTI

CTI welcomes Mr. Richard Bourassa from Canada is elected as new ECSG Chair during the ECSG meeting in Lima on 24th Feb. 2008, and also notes that at the next ECSG meeting, Lima, in August 2008, ECSG would complete the new composition of whole ECSG Executive Group, selecting new vice chairs considering the most appropriate scope of vice chairs for the group and agreeing that the new ECSG Executive Group including the chair shall have the two years’ term from its composition.

CTI notes ECSG has received two applications for the guest status of the ECSG/Data Privacy Sub-group (DPS) from Privacy International (PI) and Electronic Privacy Information Center (EPIC), and also notes that ECSG will seek to the decision on this issue at the next ECSG meeting Lima, in August, no later than which ECSG is going to review which value and contribution could be added to the ECSG and DPS process if the above two organizations would join the group.
CTI endorses the following Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) for the collective action on implementing the Data Privacy Pathfinder:

· Number of economies participating in the Pathfinder;

· Number of economies that actively consider or are developing domestic privacy frameworks that refer to the APEC Privacy Framework;

· Number of documents (including guidelines, directories and templates) developed to implement the various Pathfinder projects.
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