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30th Market Access Working Group Meeting
Summary Report
The Market Access Group (MAG) acts as a focal point for advancing and integrating CTI objectives on tariffs and non-tariff measures (NTMs). The MAG met on the 18th of August 2008, in Lima, Peru, under Convenor, Dr Akihiko Tamura, from Japan. 

Support for the Multilateral Trading System

MAG discussed Singapore’s proposal for Initiating an Environmental Goods and Services Work Programme Framework (2008/SOM3/MAG/005), following the instruction from the APEC Minister Responsible for Trade (MRT), when the ministers instructed “officials to elaborate a work program to advance APEC work on environmental goods and services.” While members supported the concept of the proposal in general, some members suggested that the proposal might go beyond the mandate of MAG, and a few members suggested the Framework should be supplemented with a couple of concrete activities. In the end, MAG agreed on the substance of Singapore’s proposal, and to continue to work on the proposal with specific projects for finalization.
Taking into considerations the discussions at the IT workshop held at MAG 1, MAG discussed the possible MAG initiatives on the Information Technology Agreement (ITA) and tariff elimination for electronics/electrical products given the current situation of NAMA negotiations. Some members expressed concerns about products covered by the ITA that may no longer be receiving duty free treatment in some key markets because of their technological innovations. MAG agreed to continue to work together in this area.
RTAs/FTAs
MAG welcomed Mexico for presenting their study on preferential rules of origin (ROOs) for the chemical chapter (2008/SOM3/MAG/011), and learned the features of preferential ROOs in the chemical sector within FTA/RTAs. 
Building on the work undertaken in both the Auto and Chemical Dialogues on ROO, Australia and the United States submitted a proposal for MAG on Rules of Origin to Support Regional Economic Integration (REI) (2008/SOM3/MAG/007). The proposal aims to contribute to APEC’s efforts to harmonize/rationalize ROOs by seeking to examine common or model approaches to ROOs for specific sectors, taking into account industries’ views on the sectors. MAG agreed to conduct analytical work on preferential ROOs on a sectoral basis in 2009, as outlined in the timetable on the proposal. 
Trade Facilitation

 The United States tabled a proposal to organize a self-funded Workshop on Remanufacturing and Trade in End-of-Life and Remanufactured Goods (2008/SOM3/MAG/009). The purpose of this workshop is to provide APEC economy representatives with a unique “hands on” workshop to further their understanding of the business practice of remanufacturing. MAG agreed to organize a workshop on remanufactured products in the margin of MAG1 in February 2009 in Singapore.
Japan briefed its preliminary thoughts on Proposals on Non-Tariff Measures (NTMs) (2008/SOM3/MAG/006). The proposal aims to analyze specific problems resulting from respective non-tariff measures, to understand their impacts on business, and to come up with solutions in order for MAG to respond to business concerns. Among the comments was that the proposal should address more concrete ideas. MAG Convenor advised Japan to reexamine its proposal on NTMs based on the comments.
APEC Food System

Canada and New Zealand briefed their proposal on holding a workshop on APEC Food System, and informed the meeting that the workshop would be held off until CTI conducts reviews on the APEC Food System. Members were asked for comments and co-sponsorship on the workshop proposal, and agreed to continue to work towards holding a workshop in 2009. 
Capacity-building

MAG took note of a proposal by Australia/Indonesia on a self-funded Workshop on FTA Negotiations to be held in October in Indonesia. 

APEC Tariff Database

The APEC Secretariat reported on the status of the APEC Tariff Database for the period from January to June 2008 (2008/SOM3/MAG/004). The Secretariat urged member economies to update their tariff data on a regular and timely basis.

Date and Place of Next Meeting

MAG Convenor thanked members for their useful inputs and cooperation to MAG’s work. He informed members that the next MAG meeting would be held in Singapore in February 2009. 

