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The first SCSC meeting for 2009 was held on 24-25 February 2009 at the Grand Copthorne Waterfront Hotel in Singapore.  The meeting was attended by representatives from:  Australia; Brunei Darussalam; Canada; Chile; People’s Republic of China; Hong Kong China; Indonesia; Japan; the Republic of Korea; Malaysia; Mexico; New Zealand; Papua New Guinea; Peru; Philippines;  Singapore; Chinese Taipei; Thailand; the United States of America; and Viet Nam. The APEC Secretariat, representatives of the Asia Pacific Legal Metrology Forum (APLMF), Asia Pacific Metrology Programme (APMP) and the Pacific Area Standards Congress (PASC), Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC), Pacific Accreditation Cooperation (PAC) were also in attendance.
1.
Opening

Mr Teo Nam Kuan, Group Director, Quality and Standards Group, SPRING Singapore, and SCSC Chairperson for 2009, opened and chaired the meeting.

The SCSC appointed and introduced Mr Yoichi Togo from Japan and Mr Augusto Mello from Peru (absent with apologies) as Vice-Chairs. Mr Togo thanked the Chair.
Peru thanked the Chair and informed the meeting that Mr Augusto Mello was unable to attend the meeting with apologies.

The Chair made his opening remarks, highlighting the theme and key priorities set out for APEC 2009.
The Chair informed the meeting that CTI Chair will outline the CTI’s 2009 priorities while Mr Philip Gaetjens, Manager of the Policy Support Unit of the APEC Secretariat, will join the meeting during Agenda 4(1) to discuss the KPIs and how to quantify them to reflect the contribution to a 5% reduction in business transaction cost, in line with Leaders statements
The Chair welcomed the CTI Chair; Ms Mary Elizabeth Chelliah, who outlined the background of CTI’s work and CTI’s priorities in 2009, namely:

· Having a consistent work programme so as to move towards economic integration in an ordered fashion
· Placing higher emphasis on helping businesses in times of the economic crisis, by reducing business cost and facilitating business

· Creating a Free Trade Area within the Asia Pacific Region, through reviewing rules of origin and facilitating trade logistics, seeking regional harmonization in these areas where possible and exploring vehicles that would help the APEC reach this objective.
· Establishing focus on environmental goods and services.
The CTI Chair noted that through the TFTF, the SCSC has done considerable work on environmental goods and services, and encouraged the SCSC to continue its efforts in this area to support the APEC workplan.
2.  
Adoption of the Agenda 

The SCSC adopted the agenda after the following amendments were made to the draft circulated ahead of the meeting:

· Agenda Item 5 on SRB Progress Reports to be discussed on the first day of the meeting, as requested by Indonesia as Lead Shepherd
· The report on “APEC Capacity-Building Workshop to Ensure Product Safety for Consumers” under Item 12 to be discussed on the first day of the meeting before lunch, as requested by Australia
· Agenda Item 12, “GS1 Traceability Standard” to be discussed on the first day of the meeting, as requested by Singapore 
· Discussion of Agenda Item  4(1) on the TFTF Workshop was postponed to after lunch on the first day, as requested by Korea
· Agenda Item 12, Other Business to be discussed before Agenda 8 on Summary Conclusions, as requested by the SCSC Chair.
3. 
Business Arrangements

Singapore provided information regarding the administrative arrangements for the meeting.
The Chair introduced Mr. Toni Widhiastono and informed the meeting that he is the new Programme Director from the APEC Secretariat. The Chair then introduced, Ms Rachel Choy who would lead the preparation of the meeting minutes, and requested for volunteers to form a drafting committee. The United States, Japan, China and New Zealand volunteered to participate in the drafting committee.
The Chair appointed the Vice Chairs (Japan/Peru) to coordinate the QAF as per the QAF procedures.
The APEC Secretariat informed the SCSC on overall APEC developments. He informed that the APEC report was uploaded onto the AIMP and also highlighted the BMC schedule, as follows:
Session 1:
Proposal submission - by 20 March 2009
Submission to CTI for approval, QAF and ranking - by 4 March 2009
Session 2:
Proposal submission – by 22 May 2009
Session 3:
Proposal submission – by 4 September 2009
The APEC Secretariat informed the meeting that the document centre is distributing 2 forms at sub-fora meetings, APEC News Subscription page and APEC Newsletter Subscription. He then introduced Ms Anita Douglas, Director for Communication and Outreach, to brief the meeting on APEC Communications.
Ms Anita Douglas provided information on the APEC communication plans for 2009 and implications for the SCSC.
The Chair shared an example of how the APEC Communications featured the SRB’s contribution to SCSC’s work in areas such as certification and accreditation. He highlighted the importance of communications to reach out to businesses and help them understand SCSC’s work.

Singapore congratulated APEC Communication for their efforts, and queried if there were target segments for the outreach. Singapore also suggested that a targeted approach is necessary to reach out to the various segments, in particular small and medium enterprises.
The APEC Communications clarified that there are specific target audiences and strategies were in place for the delivery of messages to these segments.
The Chair further commented that different approaches are needed for different target segments.

The APEC Secretariat introduced Ms Evelyn Loh, Director of Project Management Unit to brief the meeting on project implementation. PMU Director highlighted changes in implementation, assessment and approval of projects and transitional arrangements, and requested for comments on existing implementation procedures and suggestions on how to improve them.
Under changes in the implementation assessment, PMU Director highlighted the following:

· The removal of the “urgent project” category. Such projects may now be submitted intersessionally

· Transition to 3 project cycles 

· Emphasis on the quality of projects as key criteria for APEC funding approval
· Allowing multiyear projects from the end of 2009

· Projects may only be submitted twice for APEC funding approval

The PMU Director shared 2 aspects of project management currently under review, namely:
a) Clarifications on the ranking & classification of projects 
b) Project devolution: to give project overseers more autonomy to carry out the project 

The Chair highlighted the cooperation between the Chemical Dialogue and the SCSC in terms of sharing of project proposals as a good example of cooperation between sub fora. This supports the message highlighted by the PMU Director. 
4. SCSC Work Program for 2009 and related issues
(1) 
Trade Facilitation
TFTF Co-Chairs (Korea/United States) reported on the outcomes, conclusions and recommendations from the SCSC/TFTF meeting held on 23 February 2009  
The SCSC endorsed the recommendations as set out in the document 2009/SOM I/SCSC/036.
Viet Nam reported on the implementation of SCSC’s CAP in Trade Facilitation in 2008, highlighting that information from member economies was limited and not timely, and the process of updating information needs to be improved.  
SCSC members discussed Viet Nam’s recommendations to remove actions with no activities. 

Both APLAC and APMP pointed out that the lack of activities under the various MRAs and MLAs could be due to the lack of new signatories and few respondents to the survey. 

The SCSC Chair requested Viet Nam to form a working group to recommend the actions to be included in the SCSC TF CAP.  Australia, Indonesia, Singapore, APMP, APLAC and PAC participated in the working group. 
Viet Nam reported recommendations proposed by the working group and will revise the SCSC TF CAP which will be circulated to member economies for consideration and comments by 10 May 2009. Viet Nam requested for comments and proposed new actions to be submitted by 10 June 2009.
The SCSC Chair introduced Mr Philip Gaetjens, Manager of the Policy Support Unit of the APEC Secretariat who shared with the meeting his approach to the PSU’s task of developing a methodology to quantify the acjievemnt of the TFAPII target of reducing trade transaction costs by 5% as set out in Leaders’ statements  He also sought information on studies quantifying economic value of standards and conformity assessment and suggestions on how these could be used in developing KPIs for the SCSC. 
Australia, Canada, Malaysia and APMP noted that economic studies have been done before and agreed to provide these to the PSU through SCSC Chair to feed into the broader KPI discussion. 

Japan provided an update on the developments of the WTO TBT Committee activities since the last SCSC meeting, including key outcomes from the November 2008 meeting and various proposals for work under the Fifth Triennial Review. 
In particular Japan outlined its proposal for work on defining Global Relevance of International Standards which will be submitted for consideration at the March 2009 meeting. Japan stressed that it is important to consider the usage of international standards as an indicator for global relevance. Korea pointed out that it is difficult to evaluate global relevance parameters. Japan agreed but considers that it is important to discuss this.   

The WTO Fifth Triennial Review proposals from Canada, New Zealand and the United States were also discussed

New Zealand provided information on its submission to the WTO TBT Committee (G/TBT/W/95) on a range of options to facilitate trade. The objective of the paper is to stimulate discussion going into the Fifth Triennial Review and puts forward two proposals for work in this area. New Zealand encouraged economies to review its submission and welcomed feedback on these proposals at the March 2009 WTO TBT Committee meeting when New Zealand will resubmit its proposals.  

Japan also encouraged members to join the workshop on International Standards in Economic Development to be held back to back with the March 2009 WTO TBT Committee meeting.  
PASC informed that they will be delivering a presentation at the upcoming WTO workshop prior to the WTO-TBT meeting, and will be highlighting the work of the SRBs within the APEC SCSC.

Korea suggested to utilise the exchange of information at the TFTF as inputs to the WTO TBT Committee with regard to specific trade concerns such as current environmental technical regulations. The United States noted that discussions amongst APEC members on the EU environmental Directives have been valuable for a coordinated message to the EU at the WTO TBT Committee meeting.  

China provided a report on the developments of the WTO SPS Committee activities since the last SCSC meeting. 
(2) Alignment with International Standards and Active Participation in International Standardization

Japan proposed 28 new VAP target standards for the VAP alignment work, and shared the intended work program for 2010 VAP alignment Work and sought SCSC’s endorsement of the proposal.
Hong Kong, China sought clarification on the proposed criteria used to identify the standards. Japan indicated that the criteria used were based on the priority areas approved by the SCSC during the SCSCII meeting in 2008.
Canada queried on whether there will be a VAP survey this year. Japan informed that a new VAP format will be proposed in SCSCII 2009. The new survey format will be circulated before the SCSC II 2009 for comments. 
Korea expressed their support for the 28 proposed standards to be included in the VAP format. 

The SCSC approved the proposed standards as documented in 2009/SOM I/SCSC/013.
 (3) 
Cooperation on Technical Infrastructure Development
Peru introduced the project advisor, Dr Kim Byungjoo from the Korea Research Institute of Standards and Science who reported on the status of the Comparative Traceability Study under the project Strengthening Chemical Metrology Infrastructure Part-II (CTI20/2009T) – Interlaboratory Comparison for the Determination of Pesticide Residues in Chinese Cabbage.  The project advisor encouraged member economies’ participation, and requested all interested economies to register by 26 April 2009.
APMP suggested discussion with the project overseer to involve all relevant bodies working in the Chemical Metrology area prior to the commencement of the study. 
Singapore thanked Peru for information on the proposal and sought clarification on the participation of NMIs in Inter-American States (SIM). Indonesia, Malaysia and Mexico expressed interest to participate in the project.

APLAC highlighted that there are existing Proficiency Testing programmes, and queried if the project is based on proficiency testing principles in ISO Guide 43. APLAC then expressed their interest to be involved in the project discussions. APLAC suggested that potential project participants could also be invited via the APLAC member accreditation bodies.
Hong Kong China supported the project collaboration with APLAC, citing APLAC’s experience with developing Proficiency Testing programmes and their extensive network of testing laboratories.
The project advisor acknowledged all the suggestions provided and will link APLAC and APMP to the project overseer for further follow-up.
Malaysia sought clarification on whether the project will involve NMIs in addition to testing laboratories. The project advisor informed that analytical laboratories at inspection level will be involved in the project.
             (4) 
Food safety issues

China reported on behalf of the Food Safety Cooperation Forum (FSCF) (Co-Chairs - Australia and China) and provided a progress report on its key activities. In the report, China highlighted that 19 member economies are participating in the FSCF, and thanked the SCSC for its support.
China reported on the progress of preparations for the upcoming 2nd FSCF Meeting to be held in July 2009 in Singapore at the margins of SCSCII.

China also provided an update on the APEC FSCF Partnership Training Institute Network (FSCF PTIN), highlighting that the terms of reference for the FSCF PTIN have been endorsed by CTI in Oct 2008. The initiative was endorsed in the APEC Ministerial Statement and APEC Leader’s Declaration in Nov 2008. Progress on the establishment of a steering group which will lead the work of FSCF PTIN was also reported. The PTIN steering committee plans to meet in the margins of the FSCF in July 2009.
The United States reported on the following food safety related projects in conjunction with the FSCF PTIN.
The United States provided an update on the self funded workshop on “Hot Topics in Risk Analysis” to be held in Singapore in July 2009, and requested for feedback on the agenda to be submitted by March 15, 2009, including the identification of speakers and participants. 
As the Co-Chair of the Forum, China agreed to co sponsor the proposal and encouraged more participation from the developed members.
APMP indicated their interest in contributing to the Risk Analysis workshop. 

The United States presented a self-funded proposal for an “Export Certificate Round Table” to be scheduled in Sep 2009, requesting for co-sponsors, and suggested that it be hosted by an Asian developing economy. 

Chile supported the food safety initiatives of China, Australia and the United States. 

Singapore highlighted the importance of food exports meeting certification requirements and offered to share industry experience in this area. 

New Zealand expressed its interest in this proposal and will submit its comments and suggestions on how to further develop this proposal, for example by making information available about the UN/CEFACT via email intersessionally. 
PAC queried the approach on mutual recognition of export certificates. 



The SCSC approved the self-funded proposal.

(5) 
Pathfinder Initiatives 
EEMRA Pathfinder Initiative

Singapore on behalf of the JAC Chair, reported on the progress of the APEC EEMRA work plan, and informed that the Seminar on Understanding and Implementing APEC EEMRA will be held from 26-27 May 2009, and the 14th JAC meeting will be held from 28-29 May 2009, in Singapore. In the presentation, Singapore highlighted that the term of the JAC chair will be ending in 2009, and urged member economies to encourage their EE regulators to consider chairing the JAC. 
Japan expressed its hesitation to chair the JAC because it is not active in the EE MRA 

Chile thanked the JAC Chair and Singapore for the information and expressed interest to participate in Part II and III pending IEC membership. 
Peru reiterated its interest to participate in Part I and would be submitting the template on Information Exchange.

Singapore emphasised that the JAC is a regulator to regulator dialogue and encouraged more member economies to participate in the JAC as well as in Part II and III of the MRA.

Food MRA Pathfinder Initiative

Thailand reported on the progress of the Food MRA Pathfinder Initiative and updated that the development of MRAs for prepared food stuff will be discussed during the 9th Meeting of ASEAN Consultative Committee on Standards and Quality Prepared Foodstuff Product Working Group (ACCSQ PFWG) to be held tentatively in April 2009, in Thailand. An ASEAN framework agreement on MRAs and ASEAN Sectoral MRA arrangement for prepared foodstuffs will also be considered during the meeting.  

Thailand shared that the proposed ASEAN Sectoral MRA for prepared foodstuff products could then be used as a guideline for sectoral Food MRA development. 
PAC queried if MRA discussed is a government-to-government agreement. Thailand responded that the MRA is government-to-government
(6) 
Standards and Conformance Education

Korea updated progress of work on standards education project – CTI 20/2008T Phase II Textbooks and Teaching Manual Development.

SCSC noted the report of APEC SCSC Education Initiative - Phase II Project Progress report and Meeting Minutes of the 5th SCSC-PAGE presented by Korea. 

The report includes action plans with schedule as follows:  

1) SCSC encourages members to provide comment on the draft 'APEC SCSC Education Guideline 2 - Outreach Strategy' by 30 Apr 2009. After resolving submitted comments, if any, the draft guideline is scheduled to be finalised and published (online) by the end of June 2009.

 2) SCSC encourages members to submit Contributions, noting that the template and table of contents would be ready by 31 July 2009, to the textbook development by March 2010. (Textbook Development)

 3) SCSC encourages members to register relevant public and private/academia experts in standards and conformance for the online mailing list of Asia-Pacific Networking on Standardization via the website of www.WiseStandard.org by June 2009. (Networking - KPI related)

 4) SCSC encourages members to share relevant contents by uploading education case studies, lessons, and references on standards and conformance via the online library at www.WiseStandard.org.

 5) SCSC encourages members to positively consider the invitation to the 4th ICES workshop to be held on 23-24 March 2009 in Tokyo, and to a NIST workshop to be held on 8 May 2009 in Gaithersberg.

 6) SCSC notes that the next SCSC-PAGE meeting will be held in 2010 SCSC 1 in Japan.

(7) 
Interaction with Business

Australia provided two reports on wine-related activities, the report from the World Wine Trade Group (WWTG) document no. 2009/SOM1/SCSC/002 and the report from the Wine Regulatory Forum document no. 2009/SOM1/SCSC/003.  The report from the Wine Regulatory Forum highlighted the proposed implementation plan for 2009 – 2012.  Interested member economies were encouraged to contact Tony Battaglene from the Australian Winemakers Federation if they have any comments. 
Chile, Canada and the United States are supportive of the Forum as a resource for APEC economies to cooperate on wine trade issues.
The United States and Vietnam gave a progress report on CTI 16/2009T: Strategy to Promote Business Interaction in SCSC activities, highlighting that it would be a two-day workshop on promoting the importance of SCSC activities to businesses. The conference will result in a strategy to increase business activity with the SCSC members. The event will be held in July in the margins of SCSCII. 

The United States and Vietnam invited member economies to provide feedback on agenda (2009/SOM I/SCSC/032) and to propose speakers by 27 March 2009.
Japan reminded member economies of the survey on the participation of businesses in related committee corresponding to international TCs and SCs proposed by Vietnam in 2006. Japan would ask member economies to submit the survey again this year in conjunction with PASC. 

5. SRBs to brief progress report. 
Indonesia, as Lead Shepherd of the SRBs, introduced the SRB Forum meeting that was held on 21 February 2009 and invited the coordinator of the Forum, PASC, to report.  Items discussed were the following:
· Review of strategic plan
· Procedures for APEC QAF
· joint project initiatives and workshops at SCSC II 
· Principles of SRB Forum 

· PTB project

· APEC Business Advisory Council (ABAC)

· National Meetings of SRB representatives

· WTO TBT Workshop (16-17 March 2009)

· APLAC/PAC coordinators for 2009

PASC reported on the outcomes of the SRB workshop on 22 Feb 2009, which identified sector priorities, criteria and methodologies to be applied in conduct of future SRB projects. The sector priorities identified were food, energy and climate change. The criteria were based on the needs of developing countries, regional needs and the impact on region. The methodologies included twinning/partnering/mentoring, training and workshops/seminars. 
SRBs can add value to the development of project proposals and assisting where appropriate the implementation of the project.  These consultations could be included under Linkages section 7 of the project proposal template.

6. SCSC Projects

The SCSC Chair highlighted projects approved for implementation in 2009, and requested leading economies of approved projects to provide updates 

Toy Safety

The United States updated the SCSC on the draft agenda for the regulator workshop to be held in July 2009 in the margins of SCSC II. The United States encouraged participation from regulators of member economies and requested comments about the draft agenda (2009/SOM I/SCSC/033) and speaker suggestions by 27 March 2009.

Seminar and Training Courses in Legal Metrology
China informed that a total of five workshops will be held in 2009. Information on the workshops can be found in document 2009/SOM I/SCSC/020. 

Australia reported the results of a study on critical infrastructure and support systems standardization (2009/SOM I/ SCSC/009), including observations and recommendations to the SCSC. Australia thanked the participating member economies for their participation. 

Australia informed that the survey results and project report will be circulated to participating member economies and sought comments on the report with the view to developing recommendations for further work to be presented at SCSC II.

Peru informed that a compendium for the 7th Conference on Standards and Conformance and the 5th Conference on Good Regulatory Practice held in Cusco in 2008 have been published and hard copies are available upon request. The APEC Secretariat informed that the compendium is available on the APEC Secretariat website, under “recent publications”. 

New Project Proposals
Japan offered to host the 8th SCSC conference in 2010. On the 6th GRP conference, Japan suggested that it could be held in the US in 2011 instead of 2010. The United States agreed to consider Japan’s request. 
The Philippines presented two project proposals to conduct seminar-workshops on “Strengthening of Good Animal Feeding Practices”, and “Development and Strengthening of Food Recall System”. The deliverables for both projects were also highlighted 
Australia and China sought clarification if both project proposals have been endorsed by the FSCF. Philippines noted they will submit these project proposals to FSCF and provide clarifications intersessionally.     

The United States expressed their interest to consider co-sponsorship of the seminar-workshop on “Strengthening of Good Animal Feeding Practices”, and suggested that this proposal be submitted to the FSCF for comments. The Philippines thanked the United States for their interest and consideration to co-sponsor.
China presented two concept papers for projects to conduct proficiency testing for the determination of Melamine in dairy products (2009/SOM I/SCSC/022) and to exchange experiences on management system certification and develop solutions to improve its effectiveness (2009/SOM I/ SCSC/023).
The United States highlighted possible synergies with Codex and expressed interest to work with China on the project “Proficiency Testing for the Determination of Melamine in Dairy Products.” 

APLAC expressed interest in assisting in this project.
APLAC sought clarification on the international involvement in the project “Improving Effectiveness of Management System Certification”, noting that this issue is an international and not just a regional one.
China clarified that relevant international organisations will be informed on the outcomes of this project. 
The SCSC noted the proposed project concepts.

China presented a proposal to strengthen legal metrology infrastructure in support of trade facilitation (2009/SOM I/ SCSC/ 038). In addition to the current co-sponsors of the project, Australia confirmed to be a co-sponsor. 

The SCSC Chair reminded members of the BMC submission timelines.  Proposals seeking funding approval at session II of the BMC should be submitted to the APEC Secretariat by 15 March 2009 to allow time for QAF scoring, SCSC and CTI approvals. 
The APEC Secretariat will update on subsequent project submission timelines upon confirmation by CTI.   
The SCSC Chair encouraged more nominees for the QAF Panel.
7. Supporting SMEs (discussed under item 6) 
Singapore updated on the proposal to develop best practices for agencies/organisations that assist companies, particularly SMEs, with overcoming TBTs (2009/SOM I/SCSC/030), highlighting that the project will be conducted in three phases. Singapore invited comments and co-sponsors for the project by 15 March 2009, and encouraged member economies’ participation in subsequent activities of the project. 
The United States expressed their interest to contribute to the project and agreed to co-sponsor.
8. Adoption of the SCSC I Summary Conclusion 

The SCSC considered and adopted the Summary Conclusions of the 1st SCSC Meeting in 2009.

9. Adoption of the SCSC Chair’s report to the CTI meeting
Based on the outcomes of the discussion and on the decisions at the meeting, the SCSC Chair proposed to draw up the report to the CTI. The APEC Secretariat will submit the said report to member economies for their reference.

10. Next Meeting
Singapore informed the meeting that SCSCII will be held towards the end of July and the following meetings will be held at its margins:

· Chemical Metrology Seminar

· General Product Safety Seminar

· Food Safety Cooperation Forum

· Toy Safety Seminar

· Hot Topics in Food Safety

· Business Interaction seminar

Australia informed that the General Product Safety Seminar will be a one-day event

Singapore will seek to update SCSC members within two weeks on the dates of SCSC II and related meetings.
12. Other Business

The SCSC Chair informed the meeting that the SCSC Terms of Reference (2009/SOM I/SCSC/034) are due for revision in October 2009 and requested comments intersessionally on the relevant areas.
Australia reported on the outcomes of the APEC Capacity-Building Workshop on Ensuring Product Safety for Consumers which was held on 10-12 November 2008 in Kuala Lumpur, and highlighted that they are working on a workshop in the margins of SCSC II

The United States informed on the project proposal submitted to CDSG on Good Regulatory Practice, “Case Study Workshop on the Chemicals Sector- From Principles to Practice” (2009/SOM I/SCSC/026). The United States welcomed comments on the proposal and invited SCSC members to participate. 

APLAC asked if the project would cover Mutual Acceptance of Data Agreement, given that most APEC economies are not OECD member economies, and suggested the involvement of the OECD Good Laboratory Practices (GLP) Secretariat.
Singapore presented a concept paper on a proposal to develop a set of Good Regulatory Practices for Environmental Goods and Services (2009/SOM I/SCSC/016), requesting comments from the SCSC members by 8 March 2009.

Singapore informed that the detailed proposal would be submitted to CTI on 15 March 2009 after seeking comments from all relevant respective fora. 
The United States expressed its serious concern for the large scope and lack of clarity of the project and asked how this project would consider existing efforts on Good Regulatory Practice in the OECD and the WTO.
The United States also sought clarification as to whether CTI would task the SCSC with developing these GRP principles. Singapore clarified that should the CTI approve the project proposal, the SCSC would be tasked with this work. 

Introduction of Concept Papers at the SCSC 

China sought clarification on SCSC’s position on the introduction of concept papers.

The United States shared its experiences and highlighted the usefulness of concept papers in seeking initial feedback, comments and potential collaborations. New Zealand supported the notion of concept papers, noting their usefulness in cooperation with other APEC fora. 

The SCSC agreed that it will be a good practice and encouraged member economies to do so. 
Singapore shared on the GS1 Traceability Standard, and informed that the standard has just been published in Europe and copies are available for information.

13. Meeting Documents 

The SCSC considered the public release of documents as per the attachment.
14. Adjournment
The SCSC Chair then adjourned the meeting.
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