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SUMMARY RECORD OF THE ELEVENTH (11th) ANTI-CORRUPTION AND TRANSPARENCY EXPERTS’ TASK FORCE

Sendai, Japan
18 September 2010

INTRODUCTION

1. The Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) Anticorruption and Transparency Experts’ Task Force (ACT) held its Eleventh meeting in Sendai, Japan on 18 September 2010. The meeting was chaired by Ambassador Masafumi ISHII, of Japan. 

2. The attendees comprised delegates from 20 of the 21 APEC Member Economies (except Mexico) as well as representatives from ABAC, New South Wales Independent Commission Against Corruption (ICAC), and Transparency International.
OPENING REMARKS
3. The Chair welcomed all participants to the meeting in Sendai, Japan and emphasized the importance of anti-corruption work in the region. He briefed the outline of the agenda and the achievement expected through the discussion. 

Adoption of the Agenda

4. ACT Member Economies agreed to adopt the agenda of the Eleventh ACT Meeting. (Doc. 2010/SOM3/ACT/001rev1)
5. ACT Member Economies adopted the summary record of the Tenth ACT Meeting. (Doc.2010/SOM3/ACT/004) 
APEC SECRETARIAT REPORT
6. Project Management Unit (PMU) of the APEC Secretariat explained APEC’s project management, selection, monitoring, and conclusion process. (Doc. 2010/SOM3/ACT/010)
7. The APEC Secretariat also gave a report on APEC’s publicity and outreach strategy, introducing publicity efforts such as publishing newsletters.
DIRECTION OF ACT WORKS
8. With regard to the ACT Mandate issue, the Chair stated that in light of the expiration of its current mandate in May 2011, and based on the inter-sessional comments received from ACT economies, ACT would submit a request to SCE for a two-year extension of its current mandate as a Taskforce.
9. In response to this, Thailand pointed out the need to deal with corruption as a long-term issue and proposed that ACT should request an upgrade to Working Group status, a proposal that was then supported by the United States, Australia, Korea, and other economies. After further discussion on the issue, ACT members arrived at the consensus that a request should be sent to the SCE requesting the upgrade to Working Group status.
10. In light of this decision, the Chair decided to form a core group (Japan, United States, Australia, and Thailand) to prepare the necessary documents and information for the request.
11. ACT also agreed that the ACT Medium-Term Work Plan currently being prepared should be amended to a 5 year Work Strategy to comply with instructions from the SCE Chair and submit to the SCE before the October 31 deadline. (Doc. 2010/SOM3/ACT/003 and 2010/SOM3/ACT/007)
12. Japan submitted a report on the various options for creating an ACT website and the pros and cons of each option, in response to the request from the Chair at the last ACT meeting to explore and report upon options for the ACT website. (Doc. 2010/SOM3/ACT/011)
REPORTS ON 2010 ACT INITIATIVES
13. Japan and the United States reported the outcome of the Workshop on Successful Training Techniques for Ethics of Public Officials which had been held just prior to the ACT meeting on September 16. It had gathered approximately 50 participants from 16 economies and groups such as ABAC. During the workshop, which focused mainly on practical applications, many economies shared best practices in training and information on the use of new media in training efforts. Many participants praised the workshop for presenting an opportunity for economies to review their own experiences and offer constructive suggestions to each other on the topic.
14. Japan and the United States briefed on the outcome of the ACT-ABAC Roundtable on Market Integrity and Clean Markets which was held on 17 September. The Roundtable enabled participants, including approximately 60 persons from 18 economies as well as ABAC representatives, to engage in a robust discussion on how the global financial crisis has worsened the problems of corruption and illicit trade. The ABAC Chairman and other private sector participants appreciated the opportunity to join with their public sector counterparts in discussing the current situation, strategies to deal with the issues, and how to maintain good communications between the public and private sector to effectively grapple with the issues. (Doc. 2010/SOM3/ACT/012)

15.  Australia reported on the outcome of “Implementation of Code of Business Conduct in SME Sectors” and “Combating Corruption and Anti-Money Laundering” workshops. 
16. Thailand expressed the intent to apply for a project on anti-corruption related to money laundering. Indonesia praised the proposal, saying that it has the potential to improve the abilities of Financial Intelligence Units (FIUs) in various economies and helping officials plug loopholes in the law. 
17. The Chair praised these activities and hoped they would be expanded upon in the future.
MEMBERS’ OPPORTUNITY TO REPORT ON DEVELOPMENTS IN IMPLEMENTING THE UN CONVENTION AGAINST CORRUPTION (UNCAC) AND OTHER INITIATIVES RELATED TO ANTI-CORRUPTION AND TRASPARENCY

18. Each economy reported on its progress in implementing UNCAC and its other anti-corruption and transparency initiatives. 

19. Thailand updated the progress made to date to formally join UNCAC. In addition, Thailand also said that the 14th IACC meeting, with the theme “Restoring Trust: Global Action for Transparency” will be held in Bangkok between November 10-13.
20. Malaysia briefed on some of the activities of its anti-corruption agency, MAACA, including its efforts to hold ethics workshops for public officials. Malaysia announced that it had also signed an anti-corruption agreement with Vietnam. Finally, Malaysia explained that with the passage of a “Malaysia Anti-Corruption Committee Law” on January 1, 2009, an Anti-Corruption Committee had been formed to take the place of the previous Anti-Corruption Office. (Doc. 2010/SOM3/ACT/002)
21. Korea briefed on an Anti-Corruption Symposium to be held in Seoul.
22. Brunei told the ACT members that it has joined UNCAC and is reviewing its domestic laws for compliance.
23. Canada strongly supported the UNCAC review mechanism.
24. Singapore shared with the meeting the formation of the Corporate Governance Council. The Council was formed with the objective of promoting a high standard of corporate governance in companies listed in Singapore. The Council will play an advisory role to the Monetary Authority of Singapore, Singapore’s Accounting and Corporate Regulatory Authority and Singapore Stock Exchange (SGX) on matters relating to corporate governance, such as the Code of Corporate Governance and relevant rules and regulations pertaining to companies listing in Singapore. It will also identify opportunities for continuing professional development of directors and the development of practical guidance for Board committees of listed companies.
25. China reported that it has been aggressively reviewing its domestic laws since it joined UNCAC in February 2006, looking closely at both laws and regulations. UNCAC is extremely important to the Government of China, and the Chinese Anti-Corruption Agency has implemented many anti-corruption campaigns and included anti-corruption and ethics in school curriculums across the economy.
26. The United States briefed on many anti-corruption activities involving various stakeholders in both the public and the private sector as one of the first economies to join UNCAC. The United States also elaborated on its work with China through their joint Anti-Corruption Working Group. .
REPORT FROM INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS ON THEIR ANTI-CORRUPTION ACTIVITIES

27. The New South Wales Independent Commission Against Corruption (ICAC) reported on its initiatives.

NEW ANTI-CORRUPTION INITIATIES IN 2010-2011

28. Australia said it will examine the prospect of creating a self-funded project on anti-corruption and anti-money laundering.
29. The United States announced that it would co-host with New Zealand a Trans-Pacific Symposium in Christchurch, New Zealand, on November 17-18 with the participation of 25 economies and representatives from numerous regional and international organizations including APEC, ASEAN and the Pacific Islands Forum. The United States also informed its ideas on how the emerging collaborative platform could be leveraged to combat corruption and illicit trade and dismantle transnational illicit networks. (Doc. 2010/SOM3/ACT/006)
30. Viet Nam sought an approval for a Concept Note of a project proposal titled “Improving Governance Through Greater Income and Financial Transparency for Public Officials”. ACT members endorsed the Concept Note and agreed that the Concept Note be submitted for APEC funding. (Doc. 2010/SOM3/ACT/005)
ANY OTHER ISSUES

31. The Chair confirmed that the United States will be the ACT Chair in 2011. The United States explained that ACT meetings will be held on the margins of SOM 1 in Washington D.C. and on the margins of SOM 3 in San Francisco.

END OF MEETING
32. Noting that it was the last ACT meeting for the year, the Chair thanked the ACT members for their cooperation and expressed his hope that ACT will continue to deepen and expand its activities under the Chairmanship of the United States.

