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APEC COMMITTEE ON TRADE AND INVESTMENT

SECOND MEETING FOR 2010: SAPPORO, JAPAN, 1-2 JUNE 2010

CHAIR’S SUMMARY RECORD OF DISCUSSION

INTRODUCTION

1. The Second Meeting of the Committee on Trade and Investment (CTI) for 2010 was held in Sapporo, Japan, on 1-2 June 2010.  Ms Mary Elizabeth Chelliah of Singapore’s Ministry of Trade and Industry chaired the meeting.  All 21 APEC member economies were represented. The APEC Secretariat was also present.  Representatives of ABAC attended the meeting as well.  (The list of participants is attached as Annex 1).

CHAIR’S OPENING REMARKS AND BUSINESS ARRANGEMENTS

2. The CTI Chair extended a warm welcome to all delegates to the second CTI meeting of the year. She thanked Japan for the warm hospitality and excellent arrangements made for the CTI and its associated sub-groups’ meetings.  The Chair went over the business arrangements for the two-day meeting, noting that there will be a slight re-ordering of the agenda items to take into account the travel commitments of some of the sub-fora Convenors. 
ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

3. The Committee adopted the draft annotated agenda (see 2010/SOM2/CTI/001) with some minor adjustments to the order of the discussion. 

MATTERS ARISING FROM RECORD OF LAST MEETING

4. The Committee approved the Chair’s Summary Record of Discussion of the CTI Meeting held on 25-26 February 2010 in Hiroshima with an editorial amendment to paragraph 9 on page 2. (see Document No. 2010/SOM2/CTI/002 rev1).

SUPPORT FOR THE MULTILATERAL TRADING SYSTEM

5. Korea provided an overview of the WTO DDA trade facilitation negotiations and its implications to APEC (see 2010/SOM2/CTI/003) as agreed at CTI1 in February. CTI members exchanged information on the status of the trade facilitation negotiations in Geneva and discussed ways in which APEC could contribute and support the negotiations itself as well as how the WTO discussions complemented on-going work under the second Trade Facilitation Action Plan (TFAPII) and the Supply-Chain Connectivity Initiative (SCI).  Members noted that SCI included work on advance rulings and single window issues which were also part of the on-going issues under WTO Trade Facilitation Negotiating Group (TFNG). APEC could thus play a positive role in these issues.  

ACCELERATING REGIONAL ECONOMIC INTEGRATION

(i)
Accelerating Trade and Investment Liberalisation

(a) Exploring an FTAAP
6. Korea presented a proposal on “Capacity Building Needs for Strengthening REI” (see 2010/SOM2/CTI/028rev2) to take forward the results of the FTAAP Analytical Study completed last year. The proposal seeks to conduct a survey primarily targeted at helping developing member economies to identify their capacity building needs, including upgrading of negotiation skills, for establishing larger-scale FTAs/RTAs.  Progress of the survey will be reported to SOM3 and the final analysis to be ready for CSOM in November. CTI thanked Korea for the proposal and approved it on the understanding that it would be revised to reflect the concerns expressed, without prejudging whether APEC was ready to negotiate an FTAAP or not. CTI also welcomed the offers by Chile, Peru and the Philippines to assist Korea in finalizing and carrying out the proposal. 
(b)  Promoting Convergences on Trade and Investment
Update on Study on Identifying Convergences and Divergences in APEC FTAs/RTAs

7. On the Convergences and Divergences Study, CTI welcomed the overview (see 2010/SOM2/CTI/029) and matrix of a new chapter analysis on cooperation by Thailand, bringing the total number of chapters analysed to-date to 16
. The analysis of the cooperation chapter showed that a broad convergence among the cooperation chapters of the analyzed FTAs is highly feasible. Most of the objectives, forms/activities, mechanism/work program of cooperation are common in content.  In addition, as agreed at CTI1, Thailand reported on its findings of the status of Convergences and Divergences study as uploaded in the database launched in 2008, http://www.mincetur.gob.pe/apec_fta/. (see 2010/SOM2/CTI/030).  CTI noted that while the database served as a useful resource tool/toolkit that enables the comparison of the provisions of the 42 FTAs analysed in the study, the database could be further improved to allow for more search capacity and analytical functions incorporating the completed overviews of the chapter analyses.  CTI also agreed to revert at CTI3 on suggestions by Thailand on possible next steps, including more analysis of the information on the website.  CTI also took note that the database which is presently residing in Peru was in the process of migrating to the APEC Secretariat.  

8. In response to Leaders’ and Ministers’ instructions to intensify work on initiatives to promote greater convergences among economies in key areas of APEC’s REI agenda, a Trade Policy Dialogue (TPD) session coordinated by Japan and the United States on investment and standards/Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) issues took place on 31 May. The TPD contributed to the development of the Road Map on Investment through discussion on (i) the core elements work undertaken by UNCTAD; and (ii) findings of the convergences/divergences studies as possible contributions to the development of APEC Investment Principles. To further contribute to facilitation of investment, the TPD presented several consultative mechanisms currently adopted by Mexico and Viet Nam for other APEC economies to consider as possible mechanisms to prevent/minimize disputes for a better investment environment.  Cognizant that CTI representatives are non-technocrats, the TPD on standards/TBT was aimed at raising awareness of the gamut of methods in which overcoming NTMs could be facilitated. Key points stressed were the need for better alignment of standards and increased understanding through regulator collaboration. 
Making ROOs More Business Friendly 

9. CTI reviewed the progress of the work streams agreed in 2009 “to make ROOs more business friendly”.  The Committee endorsed the APEC Self-Certification of Origin Capacity Building Program proposed by Singapore and co-sponsored by Australia, Canada, New Zealand and the United States.  (see 2010/SOM2/012anx3). The capacity program consists of a general workshop and three in-economy workshops aimed at supporting the further participation of APEC economies in the Pathfinder and contributing to the successful implementation of a self-certification of origin approach for participating economies.
10. The Committee took note of the progress made by the Market Access Group (MAG) and the Sub-Committee on Customs Procedures (SCCP) on the implementation of the APEC Elements for Simplification of Documents and Procedures Relating to ROOs initiative adopted last year. SCCP Representative reported on SCCP’s work on the APEC Customs Administrations’ illustrative list of acceptable minor errors made on certificates or declarations of origin. (see 2010/SOM2/CTI/004).
11. With regards to the APEC Transparency Initiative on Tariffs and ROOs, CTI welcomed the imminent launch of the APEC Website on Tariffs and ROOs (“WebTR”) by the APEC Secretariat that will serve as the “gateway” to all economy information.  Thirteen economies will have their respective portal sites containing tariff and ROOs information, in English, ready for public access by MRT 2010. CTI encouraged the remaining economies to expedite their efforts to complete their portal sites in advance of the launch of the website at AMM 2010.  The public availability of such tariff and ROOs information will not only enhance trade facilitation but also enable businesses to take advantage of the benefits of the FTAs/RTAs in APEC. (see 2010/SOM2/CTI/045)
12. Mr. Robert Modarelli of the U.S. National Center for APEC (NCAPEC) gave a briefing from the private sector perspective of the WebTR proposal that NCAPEC was working with ABAC to build on the success of APEC’s  WebTR proposal. The proposal is looking towards “transforming” the WebTR into the next generation database for APEC tariff data information. (A copy of the powerpoint presentation can be found in document no. 2010/SOM2/CTI/026).  
APEC Services Initiative

13. The GOS Convenor briefed CTI on the outcomes of the GOS2 meeting held on 29 May where 5 new projects were approved for CTI’s consideration.   (see 2010/SOM2/CTI/027 for the Convenor’s Summary Report). The group also reviewed the Services Action Plan (SAP) matrix of actions populated by the APEC Secretariat (see 2010/SOM2/CTI/024) and discussed the   prioritization of future services work in APEC.  Some GOS members suggested that the group focused on those areas related to broad APEC objectives such as inclusive growth or supply chain initiative (e.g. logistics services) while others were of the view that it was premature or too early to set priority areas for future work in GOS.  The group nonetheless found the SAP matrix of actions to be a useful document that would enable it to see the extent of service–related activities across APEC fora and thereby better plan for future services work in the GOS. 
14. CTI commended the APEC Secretariat for its work in updating the SAPmatrix of actions to fully reflect all of the services-related activities under way across the various APEC sub-fora. Now that it is fully updated, the SAP will be a valuable tool for all economies in prioritising and planning future services actions. The Committee welcomed the re-energised work program presented by the GOS Convenor, noting that the GOS's agenda had expanded markedly through the adoption and proposal of several new projects to take its services work forward.  A Workshop for Capacity Building on the Role of Cross-Border Services Trade in New Growth Strategies, will be held in Sendai, Japan in September 2010.  Japan also took opportunity to briefly explain its proposed APEC Ecotourism Initiative that is to be planned as a joint Tourism Working Group (TWG) and GOS activity to be held in Sendai in the margins of SOMIII/CTI3.  
Investment
15. The IEG Convenor reported on the developments and outcomes of the IEG since CTI1. (see 2010/SOM2/CTI/031 for a copy of the Convenor’s Summary Report). He highlighted IEG’s contributions towards the development of the Road Map for Investment. (see 2010/SOM2/CTI/007) While there was general support for the basic structure of the road map, concerns were also expressed on some of the elements such as the proposed establishment of an APEC-wide consultation mechanism to enhance transparency and involvement of the private sector.  Discussions will continue intersessionally with the view to finalizing it as a key 2010 deliverable.
16. CTI noted that besides the road map, IEG has completed a progress report on implementing the 15 priority actions selected to address the three priority themes agreed to by APEC Ministers in 2008, namely e-transparency, reducing investor risk and simplifying business regulation. (see 2010/SOM2/CTI/033).  The group also endorsed at IEG2, three new projects, of which two fell under the 1st pillar of the proposed strategy, “advanced principles”.  CTI approved the concept notes of the three proposals for submission to the BMC for Session Two Funding:  

· Investing Across Borders: An important Diagnostic Tool to Assist in IFAP Implementation – Stage 2 (US$127,825)

· Core Elements Project – Beyond Phase III:  A Handbook for Negotiators (US$105,000)

· Core Elements Project – Beyond Phase III:  Intensive Training Course (US$100,000)

17. CTI noted that consultations were still on-going in the FOTC on IFAP Implementation on establishing a methodology for measuring progress on implementation of the IFAP and encouraged the FOTC to complete its consultations expeditiously on the way forward.  
18. CTI thanked the IEG Convenor for his report and welcomed the progress made by the IEG in taking forward its work program, noting in particular the progress made in developing the revised Road Map for Investment  as a 2010 deliverable and in implementing the 15 actions.
Standards/TBT
19. CTI agreed to a proposal by the United States for a “2010 APEC Initiative on Standards and Technical Barriers to Trade” (see 2010/SOM2/012anx5) under which it will advance work in four main areas in 2010:
· Regulatory Cooperation as a Tool to Prevent Technical Barriers to Trade

· Development of an Action Plan on Business Engagement in Standards and Conformance

· Discuss issues associated with Conformity Assessment

· Conduct additional Capacity-Building on Standards/Technical Regulations Issues
Environmental Goods and Services (EGS) Work Program

20. CTI approved the 2010 CTI EGS FOTC Action Plan developed by the FOTC to implement the 2009 APEC EGS work program (see 2010/SOM2/012anx6).  It thanked APEC Secretariat for coordinating the update of the APEC EGS Projects Mapping Matrix (see 2010/SOM2/CTI/037) and noted the matrix will continue to be a living document to be updated periodically. CTI noted possible new issues to be covered could include discussion on technology transfer.

21. An ABAC representative briefed the Committee on the work ABAC is undertaking with the USC Marshall School of Business to map and catalogue current EGS regulations, requirements and standards across APEC economies.

22. The United States, updated the CTI, on behalf of itself, Australia and New Zealand on the proposal for initiating EGS case studies (see 2010/SOM1/CTI/009).  CTI took note of Chile’s indication that it was seriously considering to be part of the case studies.

(ii)
Improving the Business Environment
(a)  Supporting Structural Reform and Improving Ease of Doing Business
23. Singapore briefed the meeting on the proposal it was co-sponsoring with Hong Kong, China to hold a workshop in the margins of CTI3 aimed at encouraging participants to work towards reforms in relation to Trading Across Borders in their own economies (see 2010/SOM2/CTI/010 for the draft Concept Note and 2010/SOM2/CTI/011 for the notional agenda for the proposed workshop).  CTI approved the concept note for submission to the BMC. 

(b)  Digital Economy and Intellectual Property Rights (IPR)
24. CTI approved a work plan on Digital Economy and IPR (see 2010/SOM2/012anx8) where the IPR section covered initiatives that were already agreed to by the Intellectual Property Experts’ Group (IPEG) and the digital economy section focused on implementation of 2008 APEC Digital Prosperity Checklist under the Electronic Commerce Steering Group (ECSG).  CTI took note of the plan to complete the survey for the Digital Prosperity Checklist by CTI3 (see 2010/SOM2/CTI/013) and to conduct a workshop at CTI3 that will focus on the innovation section of the Digital Prosperity Checklist, with a view to establishing a more detailed work plan for 2011.
25. The assistant to the IPEG Convenor reported on the developments in IPEG on behalf of the Convenor. IPEG has endorsed two concept notes: (i) Seminar on Successful Experiences Implementing Tools for Traditional Knowledge Protection; and (ii) Enhancing of APEC Capacity Building for Intellectual Property Protection and Utilization: Training for Trainers for CTI’s approval. She noted that the new item on “Green Technology” proposed by the IPEG Convenor during the 30th IPEG Meeting would contribute to the sustainable growth.  She also reported that in terms of cooperation with other fora, the IPEG has agreed to continue to collaborate with the SCCP and ABAC.
26.  CTI took note of the TEL’s 2010 Report on “Progress Towards Adopting and Implementing the WTO Reference Paper”.  (see 2010/SOM2/CTI/012). 
(iii)
Enhancing Physical Connectivity 
(a) Supply-Chain Connectivity (SC) Framework
27. CTI commended the focus groups for their hard work in developing the draft action plans for the eight chokepoints under the Supply-Chain Connectivity (SC) Framework. (see 2010/SOM2/012anx7).  CTI noted that while the draft action plans were close to completion, some of the actions and designated coordinating/collaborating sub-fora/working groups proposed by the focus groups required further consultation amongst the entities to be involved.  CTI agreed that CTI Chair would write to those sub-fora and working groups to provide their feedback on these draft plans.   CTI also agreed that the focus groups should continue working on the draft action plans taking into consideration, the suggested actions provided by ABAC (see 2010/SOM2/CTI/039) and the Transportation Working Group (see 2010/SOM2/CTI/040) to address some of chokepoints, with a view to finalizing the plans in time for consideration at CTI3.

28. Apart from developing the action plans to address the chokepoints, CTI noted that significant progress has been achieved in the on-going as well as new work streams under the SC Framework adopted in 2009.  CTI welcomed the completion of the PSU study on the economic impact of enhanced multi-modal connectivity to improve the flow of goods and services across the land, air, and sea and agreed to use its findings as the basis for further work in the area. (see 2010/SOM2/CTI/018 rev1).   CTI also welcomed the launch of the website under the Transparency for Ease of Doing Logistics Business initiative that would act as a repository for information on logistics regulations, which is made available electronically to serve as a single source of reference for logistics businesses.  The URL for this website is http://www.logistics.apec.org. 

29. On the two proposals tabled by the United States at CTI1 to address Chokepoint 1 of the SC Framework, CTI agreed in-principle to the proposal to discuss draft guidelines for advance rulings at CTI3 by commencing intersessionally to develop, in consultation with the SCCP, a survey to determine the types of advance rulings used by economies and future plans regarding implementation or changes to their advance rulings system (see 2010/SOM2/CTI/016).  On the Proposal for APEC Guidelines for Public Consultations in the Logistics Sector (see 2010/SOM2/CTI/017), there was general support for it to proceed on as a pathfinder approach as outlined in the paper.

30. CTI received a briefing from John Wilson of the World Bank on a proposal by the United States on APEC- World Bank collaboration on research, data collection, and analysis and adapt relevant initiatives under the Bank’s Aid for Trade Facilitation Project to facilitate capacity building and technical assistance in support of implementation of the SC Framework Action Plans.  (see 2010/SOM2/CTI/015 and presentation at 2010/SOM2/CTI/015a). CTI noted that the proposed work by the World Bank with APEC on research and pilot project concepts in the Aid for Trade Facilitation project will be applicable to chokepoints 1, 4, and 5 in the SC Framework through the enhancement of customs procedures, providing technical assistance through a more customized approach to identifying specific needs and objectives within an economy, and improving the availability of information on import and export procedures and regulations.  CTI agreed to consider inviting World Bank to CTI 3 to give an in-depth presentation and a discussion with member economies on how the Bank’s work could be aligned with APEC’s objectives under the SC Framework.  Any further actions would depend upon the final outcomes of the relevant SC Framework Action Plans and interest from individual economies.
31. CTI noted that in addition to the World Bank, its work on supply chain has also generated much interest from other non-APEC business groupings such as Conference of Asia-Pacific Express Carriers (CAPEC) as well as the Global Coalition for Efficient Logistics (GCEL). Taking into account the heightened business interest, CTI agreed to the Chair’s suggestion to  hold another SCI Symposium by which  the EC,  relevant  working groups such as TEL, TPT and possibly SME (as identified in the action plans) and these business interests could be invited to share their ideas and initiatives.  CTI welcomed the offers by Australia, Singapore and the United States to work with the Chair and Japan as the APEC host to organize the proposed Symposium in margins of CTI3 in Sendai.      

(b)  Trade Facilitation and Transparency
32. On TFAPII, CTI noted the progress by SCSC and the SCCP in implementation of revised KPIs. CTI further noted that the Committee will discuss at CTI3 on what to do with TFAPII which comes to an end in 2010, including whether the outstanding work can be folded into SCI.
33. CTI noted that the PSU has received revised data from the World Bank for its EODB Trading Across Borders indicators that were used for last year’s interim assessment of TFAP II. The PSU was working with the consultants commissioned for the assessment on a revised estimate for the reduction in transaction costs over the 2006-2008 period and would circulate the revised figure by end-June to all members. 
34. The SCCP representative updated the meeting on the implementation of their Authorized Economic Operator (AEO) Action Plan to assist in the development by each APEC economy of an AEO program. (see 2010/SOM2/CTI/019).  The action plan is focused on the development of an APEC AEO Best Practices followed by capacity building activities. As the first step to develop the Best Practices, the SCCP has been developing a compendium of AEO programs in the APEC region. CTI noted that AEO program is aiming to ensure the security and facilitation of trade and the interest of ABAC in progressing AEO Action Plan.  

35. CTI welcomed Russia’s announcement to join the ABTC scheme as a transitional member leading to full participation of the ABTC.  CTI also agreed that APEC should concentrate on improving the ABTC via shorter application time and renewal. CTI noted the interest of ABAC in expanding the ABTC’s coverage beyond APEC and agreed to the BMG conducting a survey on this issue. 

APEC GROWTH STRATEGY

36. The Chair noted that from the discussions on the CTI’s work programme over the past three days, there were invariably various work streams beside the EGS and digital economy and IPR that were linked or contributed to the APEC Growth Strategy. 
STRENGTHENING ECONOMIC AND TECHNICAL COOPERATION 

37. Following from the Project Management Unit (PMU)’s briefing that the BMC has begun looking into procedures for multi-year projects, the Chair encouraged economies preparing Concept Notes to alert the Committee should theirs be part of a multi-year project.  The Chair also took the opportunity to remind members of the Capacity Building Steering Group (CBSG) which was put on hold in 2008 pending inputs from SCE/BMC on the handling of multi-year projects.  In light of possible guidance coming out from both Committees soon, the Chair undertook to start working with Canada as CBSG lead on the type of multi-year projects that economies could start looking into.
SECURE TRADE

38. The Chair noted that the SCCP and the CTTF will be working on a mechanism to keep each other apprised of developments on initiatives related to secure trade such as the Trade Recovery Programme (TRP) and AEO.
INDUSTRY DIALOGUES
39. The LSIF Planning Group Chair reported on the outcomes of its meeting held on 29 May to discuss action items from its 5 March meeting (see 2010/SOM2/CTI/042), and plans for the upcoming LSIF VIII whose theme will be how life sciences can enhance health, drive innovation and contribute to various aspects of APEC's growth agenda. The LSIF is in the final stages of considering an Anti-Counterfeiting Action Plan for submission at SOM3, which would ensure a cooperative and strategic work program going forward on this issue.  The Planning Group Chair also reported on the work of the group’s LSIF Regulatory Harmonization Steering Committee (RHSC) which met at SOM I to further develop and prioritize capacity building projects and develop a framework for a strategic plan for regulatory harmonization for consideration at SOM III.  The group also discussed and approved proposals for CTI’s consideration, viz: 

· Workshop on Good Regulatory Practices to support the RHSC’s agenda as well as to  both speed up the regulatory approval process for review of medical products, and to improve the quality and consistency of the scientific review for medical products through the adoption of international best practices and standards;

· Workshop on stem cell product quality assurance and quality control.  The goal of this project is to increase understanding and possibly develop guidelines on good manufacturing processes for stem cells; and 

· A proposed workshop that is part of ongoing efforts to address the problem of counterfeit medicines and ensure drug quality and efficacy.  This proposed workshop would follow up on recommendations developed during three previous very successful seminars - two in Singapore in 2008 and one in Mexico in 2009, for which there were over 300 participants.  Counterfeit medicines have health risks and can disrupt supply chain integrity.

40. The Chemical Dialogue Steering Group (CDSG) Chair briefed the meeting on the developments in the Chemical Dialogue.  The CDSG which last met on1-4 March (see 2010/SOM2/CTI/034) agreed to develop a strategic framework for the work of the dialogue over the next three years. The Chemicals sector has a significant international focus over the next few years, with major consideration being given by the Commission for Sustainable Development, the SAICM implementation and Rio plus 20 preparations. The focus of the strategic framework will be building capacity and common approaches to the sound management of chemicals to promote health and human safety and facilitate trade.  The Chemical Dialogue will consider the framework at its meeting in September for transmission to the CTI, SOM and subsequently APEC Ministers. This is a novel initiative, which the group hoped will be encouraged by the CTI and SOM and serve as a model for other sectors.  
41. The CD Regulators Forum held a two-day training workshop at SOM1 to begin the process of putting the 2007 agreed CD principles for best practice chemicals regulation into practice. The workshop identified chemicals management needs and priorities in the region and initial focus on capacity building for economies with limited technical resources. (see 2010/SOM2/CTI/035 for report of the CD Regulators’ Forum Meeting). The forum envisaged a continuing series of capacity building workshops over the next two or three years, with each building on the other, with the goal of helping to ensure that APEC economies are well equipped to respond to new technologies in this sector and foster economic and environmental sustainability. A follow up workshop is planned for SOM1 2011.  The concept note for this was being presented to CTI for consideration.  The workshop will have a more technical focused training session. Topic areas include industrial chemical management instruments such as inventory development and notification schemes;  risk management and risk assessment.  
42. The US briefed the meeting on behalf of the Automotive Dialogue (AD) Chair on the developments in the Dialogue. The 12th AD meeting (see 2010/SOM2/CTI/025) was held in Sapporo, Japan from 17 - 20 May 2010 where it amongst other things, reviewed the Dialogue’s activities for past 10 years and discussed its future direction.  The Dialogue was also pleased to note that economies have adhered to the standstill on new barriers to trade in automotive products agreed in 2009. The major focus of the May meeting was (half day of presentations) on current and projected developments in advanced and/or green technologies. The US noted that this was an important topic because as economy improves, demand for vehicles will increase with attendant increase in consumption of natural resources, and pressure to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and improve fuel efficiency.  This issue will be a focus at the next AD and in 2011 ADs. The Dialogue will also seek consensus at its next meeting on an agreement to simplify and facilitate the entry of advanced technology/green demonstration vehicles to allow a fuller exchange of information and experience in the field among all APEC economies.  Japan will chair another AD meeting later in the year probably in Singapore, and the US will chair in 2011, possibly Malaysia will be hosting and providing the venue for the spring 2011 AD.

OTHER ISSUES  

(a)
Budgetary and Administrative Matters

43. The Head of APEC Secretariat’s PMU gave an update on the changes since CTI1 in project management, particularly in terms of how projects will be selected during Session 2 trial and the Committee’s responsibilities in that selection process (see documents 2010/SOM2/CTI/021 and 2010/SOM2/CTI/022).  The PMU also highlighted changes in relation to the implementation of projects, viz the submission of compulsory monitoring and completion reports. She also touched briefly on the BMC’s future work on the multi-year projects.  The meeting was told that the BMC will be looking at some procedures on such projects at BMC3 in September possibly for implementation in 2011. 

44. CTI took note of the compilation of Concept Notes from CTI and its sub-fora to be approved by the Committee for submission to BMC. (see 2010/SOM2/CTI/032).  CTI also noted that following the BMC deadline for Concept Notes on 9 June, CTI members are expected to rank and prioritise the Concept Notes by 16 June. It further noted that the draft Concept Note for a Proposed APEC Workshop on Self-Certification of Origin (see 2010/SOM2/CTI/005) submitted by Malaysia will be revised taking into account comments expressed by economies and re-submitted to CTI for consideration in advance of the BMC deadline.  
(b)
Outreach

45. The APEC Secretariat Director of Communications briefed the meeting on the recent developments in communications and outreach activities in response to the recommendations from the 2009 SOM FOTC on Communications. She also drew the meeting’s attention to an increasing focus on better communication for sub-fora activities which arose from the discussions in SCE to improve accountability and communications at fora level as well as the BMC’s newly adopted  project approval process.
OTHER BUSINESS AND FUTURE MEETINGS

46. Noting that there was no quorum at the past few GPEG meetings, the Committee decided to dissolve the GPEG and moved the consideration of government procurement issues into the Committee’s main agenda. The Committee could reverse the decision if interest for GP issues resumed to necessitate re-establishing the GPEG again. The Chair requested CTI representatives to inform their GP experts of the “dissolution” decision and that if there were any GP issues that they wanted to raise within the APEC context, they could do so at the CTI level. She noted that the decision would be aligned with SCE/BMC directions to streamline the number of fora within the APEC family.
47. The Chair informed the meeting that she had started consultations for her successor as well as with the current MAG, GOS and IEG Convenors for their successors. She noted that the ECSG may have narrowed down their successor and hoped to update the Committee on the status at CTI3.
48. The Committee noted that the next meeting would be held in Sendai around 21-23 September and to be preceded by several CTI-level activities. 
MEETING DOCUMENTS

49. The Committee considered the public release of documents tabled at the meeting and agreed by consensus that with the exception of draft documents and preliminary work plans, all documents would be accessible to the public.  The list of documents is tabled as 2010/SOM2/CTI/000. 

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION

50. The Chair thanked all CTI representatives for a very energizing CTI2 meeting. She also thanked Japan and the United States for putting together the TPD session on investment and standards/TBT. The Chair noted that the TPD had proved to be very useful and looked forward to seeing a substantive work flow coming from it.  
� The other 15 chapters are market access, rules of origin, customs procedures, environment, investment, trade remedies, competition policy, cross-border services, sanitary and phytosanitary measures, technical barriers to trade, government procurement, intellectual property, labour , dispute settlement and e-commerce.





