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The second SCSC meeting for 2010 was held on 20-21 September 2010 at the Westin Hotel Sendai.  The meeting was attended by representatives from:  Australia; Brunei Darussalam; Chile; People’s Republic of China; Hong Kong, China; Indonesia; Japan; the Republic of Korea; New Zealand; Papua New Guinea; Peru; the Philippines; Russian Federation; Singapore; Chinese Taipei; Thailand; the United States of America; Viet Nam; the APEC Secretariat; Asia Pacific Metrology Programme (APMP); the Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC); Pacific Accreditation Cooperation (PAC); and the Pacific Area Standards Congress (PASC).
1. Opening

The SCSC Chair made an opening speech, outlining the outcomes of the SCSC 1 meeting and expected follow-up and deliverables at this SCSC 2 meeting. 
Japan, as a host economy, briefed the SCSC on the important outcomes after SCSC 1. 

2. Adoption of the Agenda 

SCSC members commented on the Draft Agenda and proposed the following changes:
· United States requested several presentations be moved to before agenda item 4.1 due to speaker availability; also requested to discuss proposed paper for Regulatory Cooperation mechanisms
· Japan requested to discuss new KPIs in agenda 4.1
· Australia requested for wine regulatory forum presentation be given in the morning due to speaker availability 
· Korea suggested consolidating the two presentation items for Standards Education in agenda item 6 to one presentation.
3. Business Arrangements

SCSC Chair office informed the SCSC of the meeting programme and other administrative arrangements. 

The APEC Secretariat, Mr. Art Phanpob Plangprayoon, provided an update on the new project submission process (i.e. Concept Notes) and other project management issues, including the development of a full project proposal. Another presentation outlined APEC Priorities for 2010 (2010/SOM3/SCSC/007), which includes regional economic integration (i.e. assessing APEC's progress towards meeting the 2010 deadline for industrialized economies under the Bogor Goals); new Growth Strategy (balanced, inclusive, sustainable, innovative and secure); and human security (i.e.  Food Security).  Key events related to these priorities were also highlighted.
The United States noted appreciation to the APEC Secretariat for providing such a thorough presentation, and requested a copy be made available to share with project overseers. 

4. SCSC Work Program for 2010 and related issues
(1) Trade Facilitation
Vietnam reported on updates of SCSC’s Collective Action Plan (CAP) in Trade Facilitation (2010/SOM3/SCSC/005 and 005a).  Vietnam suggested that items that have not made any progress in the past three years and those that have been completed to be taken off of the CAP.
Japan reported on the developments within the WTO TBT Committee (2010/SOM3/SCSC/015).

China gave a summary report on the 48th meeting of the WTO/SPS Committee on 29-30 June 2010 in Geneva (2010/SOM3/SCSC/021). The items discussed were the election of a chairperson, various member activities, specific trade concerns, pest or disease-free areas, technical assistance cooperation, and other business.  The 49th SPS Committee meeting is scheduled for 20-21 October 2010.
The United States, on behalf of Korea, presented on outcomes of the TFTF meeting on Carbon Footprint at SCSC2 2010 in Sendai (2010/SOM3/SCSC/037 and 037a).  At the conclusion of the Special Session, TFTF members agreed that continued information exchange is needed to follow the progress and direction of standards development related to sustainability, including GHG emission accounting and applications. The TFTF recommended continuing discussion on Product Carbon Footprint (PCF) during next year’s TFTF meeting in San Francisco.
· The SCSC Chair noted that PCF will be very important to mitigation of GHG.

· Chile commended the TFTF on the seminar and noted a similar seminar held in Chile that covered CFP and trade. Chile also noted that Chilean wine companies have completed their work of measuring CFP of their products.

The United States, on behalf of Korea, presented the revised TFTF terms of reference for consideration and approval by SCSC2.  SCSC Members approved the revision of the TFTF Terms of Reference.
The United States noted its proposal under consideration at the CTI 3 on a “Regulatory Cooperation Process Mechanism in APEC” (2010/SOM3/SCSC/039). 

· China inquired whether the mechanism is at CTI level or the SCSC level and the United States confirmed that it is at the CTI level.

· Australia also sought further background about the proposal and clarification on the intended role of the SCSC and the CTI on implementing the process envisioned.

· The United States noted the direction from Trade Ministers in May 2010 to establish a regulatory cooperation process in APEC by November, with the goal of building greater understanding and support among non-technical policy officials for work to prevent TBTs.  The intention is not protracted or deeply technical discussions in the CTI, or for the CTI to duplicate SCSC efforts, but to strengthen APEC’s TBT-related work towards greater regional economic integration.
· New Zealand noted its support for regulatory cooperation and the fundamental intention of the proposal.  The institutionalized nature of the process (annual cycle) raises concerns regarding the potential costs on regulators and the long run sustainability of the process.  New Zealand offered that the CTI might bear in mind timing issues with respect to availability of experts who participate solely at SOM1 and SOM3 meetings.
· China echoed New Zealand’s concerns about the mechanism.  China noted that   Ministers have agreed to establish an APEC process on regulatory cooperation, and it would be more suitable for the SCSC to operate with the support of the CTI, rather than the CTI, in the view that the technical barriers to trade identified in the REI process are closely related to standards and conformance.

· The United States offered that understanding of the importance of TBT issues to economic integration is well established in the SCSC, as evidenced by the many successful SCSC regulatory cooperation initiatives – such as the FSCF, the JRAC and Toy Safety.  The process established by Ministers is aimed at building broader understanding in order for regulatory cooperation to be further advanced in APEC. 
· The United States also clarified that the process is intended to function efficiently, and that a two-year review mechanism could be added to the proposal to address the sustainability concerns raised.  The United States also noted that submission of information on upcoming rulemaking would increase transparency, but to avoid burden, it would be sufficient to promote understanding of the role of regulatory planning.
· The SCSC noted the proposal and expressed interest in further developments.
Japan updated the SCSC Members on the Key Performance Indicators (2010/SOM3/SCSC/033).
(2) Alignment with International Standards and Active Participation in International Standardization

Japan updated on the VAP progress and 2011 priority sectors (2010/SOM3/SCSC/016 and 017).  The new VAP format will be circulated to SCSC members by the end of February 2011 and results will be reported at SCSC2 in 2011.
(3) Cooperation on Technical Infrastructure Development  
This agenda item was not discussed.
(4) Food and Product Safety 

China and Australia presented the FSCF “Briefing Note on Food Safety:

Ensuring Reliable Sources of Safe Food Is a Critical Element of Food Security Initiatives” (2010/SOM3/SCSC/024 and 024a) and accompanying FSCF Co-Chair letter to ABAC Chair.

The United States and the World Bank reported on the self-funded project for an "Expert Working Group" under the FSCF PTIN (2010/SOM3/SCSC/010, 011 and 028), which was held in Washington, DC on 19-20 May 2010 at the World Bank in Washington, DC.  The World Bank reaffirmed priority of food safety.  An outcome of the Expert Working Group meeting was that the FSCF Co-Chairs delivered a Briefing Note on the relationship of food safety to food security to the ABAC Chair for information on the occasion of the ABAC Food Security meeting and workshop in Bangkok in August 2010.

The United States and the World Bank reported on the progress of CTI 01/2010T on Capacity Building in Food Safety: Managing Food Safety Incidents and Developing Food Safety Plans for the Supply Chain, which is scheduled to be held on 5-7 November 2010 in Beijing, China.   The planed PTIN Launch will occur during SOM-II in May 2011 on the margins of the Ministers Responsible for Trade meetings.  A Food Safety Cooperation forum and Food Safety Incident Management Seminar will be part of SOM-II in May 2011 (2010/SOM3/SCSC/009 and 012).
The United States updated on activities resulting from recommendations made by the APEC Toy Safety Initiative (2010/SOM3/SCSC/026), including OECD meeting on 10 April 2010, participation of regulators in ISO TC 181 in Nov 2010 and a meeting of regulators on the margins of ICPHSO to be held in February 2011.  Members are requested to review the APEC Toy Regulator Contact List (2010/SOM3/SCSC/032) for accuracy and completion.
(5) Pathfinder initiatives

EEMRA Pathfinder Initiative

Australia, on behalf of the JRAC Chair, reported on the JRAC EEMRA Meeting, which was held in May 2010 in Tokyo (2010/SOM3/SCSC/002).  The JRAC held a successful meeting where members provided an update on their electrical and electronic regulatory regime. Members agreed to update comparative data on trade, manufacture and enforcement activities. JRAC developed a detailed work plan for 2010 and 2011, with key initiatives in risk assessment models, engagement with the IEC, good regulatory practice case studies and emerging technologies. The 16th JRAC meeting is to be held in the U.S. in 2011 with the location and date to be confirmed. Member economies are encouraged to send their regulators to the meeting.  Brunei Darussalam will be the JRAC Chair for 2011, while Canada will be the JRAC Secretary for 2011.
· Chinese Taipei supported the work of the JRAC, particularly for building dialogues among regulators and enhancing information exchange on EE products inspection regulations.
· Chile advised the SCSC that it had recently been accepted as a full member of the IEC. Chile also advised its intention to participate in Part 2 of the APEC EEMRA, following the modification of the regulations regarding electrical and fuel products.
Food MRA Pathfinder Initiative

This subject was not discussed.
(6) Standards and Conformance Education

Korea reported on the completion of APEC SCSC Strategic Education Program for Trade Facilitation: Phase II - Textbooks and Teaching Manual Development (CTI 20/2008T) (2010/SOM3/SCSC/019), and plans for the joint PAGE/ANSI Committee on Education meeting at SOM 1 2011 (2010/SOM3/SCSC/040). The final report includes an overview of two years’ activities – textbook, teaching manual, website (www.wisestandard.org), and two meetings of the project advisory group.
· SCSC Chair expressed appreciation to Korea for completion of textbook under a tight deadline.  

· Japan recognized importance of standardization education and believes that the textbook is very useful.  Japan expressed interest in participating in Phase III pilot project.  

· Peru expressed appreciation to Korea and interest in participating in Phase III pilot project.  

· Viet Nam expressed interest in participating in Phase III pilot project.
Korea provided a summary on the activities of World Standards Cooperation (WSC) Academic Week 2010 (2010/SOM3/SCSC/030). The Academic Week event was conceived as a way to promote the dialogue between academic institutions and the international standards community, to raise awareness and to foster cooperation and possible joint initiatives. The eight key items, including the importance of education modules, research on standardization, and development of case studies, were presented for policy considerations of member economies.
Members updated recent progress in standards education activities in their economies. 

· Indonesia updated on their standardization education activities, highlighting cooperation so far with 18 major universities to develop and incorporate standardization in their curricula. The scope of cooperation covered the following activities:  education and training; information and promotion of standardization; improving expert participation in standards development; building competence in university laboratories; and conducting and sharing research findings.  Indonesia also reported that they have begun awareness programs, such as preliminary education using educational games/toys, pilot project of standards education with three elementary schools, and an awareness program on standardization to 180 vocational school teachers. Indonesia also highlighted their commitment to take part actively in the discussion forum of PAGE and ICES.
· Korea introduced that the Korean Agency for Technology and Standards (KATS) and Korean Standards Association (KSA) are sponsoring the organization of the Society for Standards and Standardization (SSS).  SSS will be founded to promote research activities, education programs, and networking on standardization nationally and internationally. An international symposium to celebrate the foundation of the SSS will be held at the Renaissance Seoul, Korea on Tuesday October 12, 2010. Interested members are invited to participate as audience or contributors to the symposium (2010/SOM3/SCSC/029). Korea also outlined draft theme and date for the 2011 and 2012 symposium under consideration.
(7) Interaction with Business

Australia reported on the progress of SCSC Wine Regulatory Forum and cooperation with the World Wine Trade Group (2010/SOM3/SCSC/003).

The United States and Australia presented a concept note (2010/SOM3/SCSC2/031) proposing a seminar on key issues in wine regulation to be held in the United States in 2011. This proposal will be considered later this week by CTI and BMC. This seminar has the objective of promoting regulatory coherence in the APEC region, improved dialogue and cooperation. Regulators in developing economies will have a forum to develop regulations that are trade facilitating, prevent consumer deception, guarantee food safety and are WTO consistent.

Viet Nam and the United States reported on the progress project finalization of the APEC Conference on Business Engagement in Standards and Conformity Assessment and presented the survey results (2010/SOM3/SCSC/018 and 018a) and draft final strategy (2010/SOM3/SCSC/034) for SCSC discussion.  Comments on the draft strategy are requested by October 15, and final revisions will be taken into consideration and the SCSC Chair will be asked to endorse the project by October 30, 2010.  

· Chile expressed appreciation to Viet Nam and the United States for leading this effort, as well as approval of the report.
Japan presented the results of the survey questionnaire, which was developed to obtain information regarding the participation of business in International Technical Committees and Sub Committees (2010/SOM3/SCSC/014).  The survey showed that the number of economies achieving the KPI has increased step by step over the past three years, achieving more than “90 % in industry participation” in most of the member economies by this time.  It was confirmed that this successfully completes the three year project.  The SCSC endorsed the results of the survey.
5. SRBs report
Indonesia made a short introduction about SRB activities and requested that Indonesia ends its service as SRB Coordination Chair and asked for a successor to fill this role.  Indonesia is requested to seek a successor and report its proposal at SCSC1 in 2011.
The Coordinator of the SRB Forum updated on current activities and proposed activities for 2011 (2010/SOM3/SCSC/025).  The Coordinator reminded SCSC members that the SRBs were happy to provide advice and assistance in their various areas of expertise.

The SCSC Chair noted the important role that the SRBs play in the region's technical infrastructure.
Individual reports from each of SRBs, though not discussed during the SCSC plenary, have been included in the meeting documentation as follows:
· APLAC (2010/SOM3/SCSC/008)
· PAC (2010/SOM3/SCSC/013)
· APMP (2010/SOM3/SCSC/004)
6. SCSC Projects

Singapore updated that the project CTI 36/2009T “Study on Export Technical Assistance” has been published and is available on the APEC website for download.  Singapore also highlighted that the report was shared at the APEC SME WG in June 2010.  The report will be included in the mid-term report of the SME WG Strategic Plan and submitted at the SME WG Ministerial Meetings in October 2010.
Singapore thanked all Member economies for their active participation and support, in particular the co-sponsoring economies, Chile, Malaysia, Chinese Taipei, the United States, and Japan for hosting the seminar on 5 March 2010 in Hiroshima, Japan.  Singapore also thanked Hong Kong, China; Chinese Taipei; and the United States for hosting the in-country visits as part of the study.

· Chinese Taipei thanked Singapore and Member economies involved in the project, and expressed appreciation for the outcomes of this project and the valuable recommendations and contributions from APEC Member economies during the workshop.  They also highlighted that APEC economies would find the recommendations useful to review their own models for further improvement to provide more beneficial assistance to SMEs.
The Philippines reported on the CTI 55/2009T on Seminar-Workshop on the Development and Strengthening of Food Recall System for APEC Member Economies, which was held on 4-6 May 2010 in Manila, and presented the strengths and weaknesses identified by the participants during the workshop as common among their recall protocols and recommendations for possible APEC programs related to food recall (2010/SOM3/SCSC/006).
Japan reported on the CTI 05/2010T Supply Chain Visibility Workshop, which was held on 19 September 2010 in Sendai (2010/SOM3/SCSC/041), noting that further discussion should be organized as proposed at the panel discussion. The proposal is as follows:

1. Workshop in collaboration with other fora, such as TPTWG / SCCP

2. Pilot Projects among economies, sharing best practices
3. APEC Guideline for economies as reference
Regarding the proposal, the United States highlighted the importance of involvement of all stakeholders in the supply chain. Hong Kong, China also emphasized the necessity of discussions with all relevant parties in the supply chain. Korea mentioned the importance of SCV not only for optimizing the supply chain but also for reducing the environmental burden and enhancing security. Chinese Taipei emphasized the importance of conducting pilot projects exploring the way to share information among stakeholders. Singapore highlighted the importance of open standards such as EPCIS.

Japan reported that the workshop conclusions will be submitted to the CTI.
· Chinese Taipei thanked Japan for the report and briefed the meeting on related RFID projects on-going in Chinese Taipei. Chinese Taipei also announced the hosting of a one-day symposium on 16 November 2010 organized by GS1 – Chinese Taipei, and hoped many experts, especially customs-related ones, would participate.

· SCSC Chair concluded that the results of this workshop will be reported to the CTI.

Japan reported on the conclusions of CTI 44/2009T on the 8th Standard and Conformance Conference for Green Harmonization, which was held on 18 September 2010 in Sendai (2010/SOM3/SCSC/038).  Some of the key discussions included the importance of APEC’s role, collaboration with other fora or organizations, sharing information to ensure transparency regarding energy efficiency standards and labeling, reproducibility, participation, coordination  on policy related to energy efficiency and SC, and test methods so as to mitigate a technical barrier to trade, emphasizing that energy performance testing standards should be harmonized and that the product’s performance test method should reflect the actual energy used. 
· Singapore expressed appreciation to Japan for coordinating this meeting, noted the particular success of working with the EEGE&C, and suggested that the SCSC find areas to work with this group again in the future.
China reported on the outcomes of CTI 46/2009T on Strengthening Legal Metrology Infrastructure for Trade Facilitation, highlighting that there will be three workshops or training courses conducted respectively in Indonesia, Singapore, and Thailand in 2010, which will improve the mutual reliability in trade based on sharing a common metrological system and information (2010/SOM3/SCSC/022).  Progress Reports for this project were submitted to the APEC Secretariat in July 2010.  Handbooks of the training courses and workshops are being compiled and will be submitted to SCSC members for review in late September to early October 2010.
Indonesia reported on CTI 08/2010T on Multilateral Recognition Arrangement (MLA) Readiness Project in Food Safety Management Systems (FSMS), which will be held in on 27-30 September 2010 in Bogor, Indonesia.  The training will cover the audit exercises and site visit to the food industry, and would be facilitated by Ms. Jackie Pelham JAZ-ANZ (Australia-New Zealand). Funding support will be available for eligible economies. Members are urged to nominate participants to Indonesia.
The United States updated on the CTI 23/2010T progress of CTI Solar (PV) Standards and Conformance Measures Survey and Workshop (2010/SOM3/SCSC/036).  The project will consist of a survey and a workshop to take place on the sidelines of SOM3 in 2011.
· China suggested that the United States refer to IECEE/CB scheme in designing the survey and running the project.
· Chinese Taipei expressed appreciation to the United States for working on this seminar, encouraged discussion on this issue.
· Singapore suggested making the IECEE aware of this workshop, and invite IEC participation in the workshop.
The United States updated on the progress of CTI 20/2010T the 6th Conference on Good Regulatory Practice (2010/SOM3/SCSC/035 and 35a).
China updated the progress of CTI 21/2010T APEC Food Safety Cooperation Forum Seminar and intention for a third Food Safety Cooperation Forum (FSCF) workshop for one day in the margins of SOM2, 2011 (2010/SOM3/SCSC/023), which was approved by BMC in September 2010.  It introduced five projects planned in 2010, nine projects in 2011 as well, and highlighted that, through the project, APEC Member Economies would learn about the systems and experiences in the field of food safety management of more developed economies, and all APEC economies would benefit as a whole. It was expected that more participants would attend the seminar, and member economies would cooperate in a deeper and broader way.
· Australia, as co-chair of the project, expressed support for this project.

SCSC Members presented new Concept Notes that were submitted for BMC approval session 3:

· The United States presented Sustainability in Building Construction (Commercial Buildings): Efficiency and Conservation
· The United States invited PASC to brief the SCSC on the proposed Conference on Implementation of Energy Management Standard (ISO 50001) which is currently being considered for TILF funding. PASC noted that the project was aimed at assisting in achieving the leader's aspirational target of reducing energy intensity by at least 25 percent by 2030 (2010/SOM3/SCSC/027).
· Korea presented APEC SCSC Strategic Education Program for Trade Facilitation- Phase III Exchange Program for Higher Education (2010/SOM3/SCSC/020rev1, 020a rev1 and 020b).
· Russia presented on School Feeding Systems in APEC Economies, and requests that SCSC Members consider joining the project.
7. Adoption of the SCSC II Summary Conclusion 

SCSC members considered and adopted the Summary Conclusions of the 2nd SCSC Meeting in 2010.
8. Next Meeting

The United States informed the meeting of the arrangements for the SCSC 1 and related meetings during SOM I in 2011 (2010/SOM3/SCSC/042).
9. Other business

APEC Policy Support Unit provided an overview of StatsAPEC website and database.

The United States informed Members that the United States and China have discussed the possibility of developing a joint Concept Note in the IPEG in coordination with the SCSC for a workshop on Intellectual Property in Standards in the third quarter of 2011, to be submitted for review at SOM1 and approval at BMC1 2011.
10. Meeting Documents

SCSC members considered the public release of documents as per the attached.
11. Adjournment
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