Chair’s Report

The 41st APEC TELECOMMUNICATIONS AND

INFORMATION WORKING GROUP MEETING

(May 6-12, 2010, Chinese Taipei)

Introduction

The 41st APEC Telecommunications and Information Working Group (TEL) meeting was held in Chinese Taipei on May 6-12, 2010. The meeting was attended by eighteen (18) member economies (Australia; Brunei Darussalam; Canada; Chile; China; Hong Kong, China; Indonesia; Japan; Republic of Korea; Malaysia; New Zealand; Philippines; The Russian Federation; Singapore; Chinese Taipei; Thailand; United States of America; and Viet Nam). Ms. Susan B Natividad, Program Director of the APEC Secretariat and representatives from APLAC, APNIC, GBDe, INTUG, ISOC and OECD also attended the meeting. Mr. LIU Ziping from China chaired the meeting.
The meeting was preceded by a number of workshops, meetings and discussion sessions as follows: 
	THU

6 May
	Cyber Security Voluntary ISP Codes of Practice  (SPSG)

	
	MRATF

	
	Industry Roundtable

	
	Enabling Information Communications Technology Investment for Growth and Recovery (DSG)

	FRI

7 May
	MRATF

	
	Regulatory Roundtable

	SAT

8 May
	Workshop on IPv6: Transforming the Internet(DSG)

	
	International Mobile Roaming Drafting Session(LSG)

	
	Workshop on Capacity Building within the Asia-Pacific Region in the Prevention of Child Sexual Exploitation Facilitated through the Internet(SPSG)

	
	Session on the TEL Strategic Plan


1.
Welcome and Opening Ceremony

At the first plenary meeting, Dr. Bonnie Peng, Chairperson of NCC，Chinese Taipei, welcomed all delegates to the meeting and conveyed Chinese Taipei’s great pleasure in hosting TEL41. ICT being a primary factor in economic recovery, Chinese Taipei will share its Technology Investment for Recovery experience at the meeting and looks forward to the discussions on broadband deployment, bridging the digital divide, establishing codes of practice for internet service providers, prevention of child exploitation through the internet, convergence and liberalization.
Guest of honor, Dr Jin-fu Chang, addressed the plenary by welcoming delegates and outlining Chinese Taipei’s accomplishments in the field of ICT infrastructure and service applications.  According to the recent Global Information Technology Report, Chinese Taipei ranks 11th of 134 economies worldwide in network readiness index. It has a high 116.6 % penetration rate for mobile telecommunications with more than 18 million users having access to wireless internet connection. To promote universal broadband service, Chinese Taipei has established 168 digital opportunity centers in rural areas and is extending the “wireless city” experience through WiMAX.  It has also issued six licenses to stimulate new business models and provide affordable charges to subscribers.

On behalf of APEC TEL, Mr. LIU Ziping, the TEL Chair, expressed his appreciation to Chinese Taipei for hosting the meeting. He appreciated the opportunity to learn about the recent ICT development in Chinese Taipei and said that the experience in Chinese Taipei will be of valuable reference to the work of APEC TEL. He indicated that, as ICT is playing an increasingly essential role in contributing to social and economic development, the strategy that TEL is currently developing is of particular relevance, importance and significance.
2.  Opening Address

In his opening address, Mr. LIU Ziping welcomed delegates to Chinese Taipei for the TEL 41 meeting. 
He mentioned that the discussions at the workshops on ICT growth, MRA, On-line ISP code of practice and prevention of child sexual exploitation, regulatory and industry issues and IPv6, serve as valuable inputs to the SG meetings that would take place in the next few days, and that the deliberations on the TEL’s strategy towards 2015 enables TEL to put in place a roadmap which will guide future discussions towards the upcoming TELMIN 8. 

3. Adoption of Agenda

The agenda for the plenary (2010/TEL41/PLEN/001) was adopted as proposed.

4. TEL Vice Chair

At the HODs and Excomm meeting held on May 8th, the TEL Chair informed the meeting about the proposed candidate, Mr. Kenji TANAKA from Japan, for the TEL Vice Chairmanship. Mr. Tanaka’s nomination received general support from member economies intersessionally before TEL41, and the meeting unanimously endorsed Mr. TANAKA as the TEL’s Vice Chair. Mr. TANAKA appreciated the support of member economies and expressed his commitment to supporting the TEL Chair and the work of TEL, particularly as the TELMIN8 will take place this October in Okinawa, Japan. The selection of Mr. TANAKA as the TEL’s Vice Chair was announced at the last plenary.

5. Report on APEC Developments

5.1 Japan 2010 Theme and Priorities

Mr. Shoji Mihara briefed the meeting on the APEC 2010 theme “Change and Action” and priorities namely:  promoting regional economic integration (REI), formulating a new growth strategy, and enhancing human security (2010/TEL41/PLEN/xxx).  Mr. Mihara elaborated on the new growth strategy which focuses on balanced, inclusive sustainable knowledge-based and secure growth. (2010/TEL41/PLEN/007)

5.2 SOM1, Committee and ABAC Developments

The APEC Secretariat informed the meeting that the report on key APEC developments has been uploaded (2010/TEL41/PLEN/006) and proceeded to highlight developments of relevance to TEL. The meeting was informed that TEL Chair presented TEL’s 2010 work plan at the SCE1 meeting. The work plan has been approved by SCE and TEL is expected to report on progress in implementing the work plan to SCE2 in June. SCE also endorsed a new ECOTECH framework (2010/TEL41/PLEN/011) which is intended to guide the capacity building and ecotech activities of the various fora for the next five (5) years. It will also be the basis for assessing projects seeking APEC funding. Proposals responding to the priorities identified in the framework namely: regional economic integration; human security; safeguarding the quality of life through environmentally sound growth; addressing the social dimension of globalization and structural reform will be given priority. SCE has also instructed working groups to study the framework when developing their medium-term plans for submission to SCE by 30 August.  The SCE framework is timely given that TEL is drawing up its 2010-2015 strategic plan. 

CTI is undertaking several mapping exercises for which TEL inputs have been requested.  These include the Digital Prosperity Checklist (DPCL), Services Action Plan (SAP) and the Environmental Goods and Services Plan (EGS).  TEL inputs to the DPCL have been submitted and inputs to the SAP and EGS will be circulated for members’ comments prior to submission to CTI.     

TEL is also expected to submit to CTI2 its annual progress report on the implementation of the WTO Reference Paper (2010/TEL41/LSG/009) which LSG Convenor has prepared.

The Secretariat drew members’ attention to the ABAC Report and Response () and APEC’s response to the report (2010/TEL41/PLEN/012-014).  ABAC has proposed collaborating with TEL on a couple of projects on knowledge-based growth and ICT access and availability. DSG is awaiting further details from ABAC on these projects.  

5.3 Update on Project Management

The Secretariat provided a briefing on new procedures for proposals seeking APEC funding at session 2 this year (2010/TEL40/PLEN/015). New procedures include the introduction of 3-page concept notes, delinking priority and quality, and new templates for ranking concept notes by fora, committees and, if needed, by principal decision makers. The concept note template (2010/TEL41/PLEN/016) and the APEC Funding Criteria for 2010 (2010/TEL41/PLEN/017) have been uploaded for members’ information. Deadline for concept notes seeking APEC funding for session 2 is midnight of 9 June, Singapore time. The Secretariat also informed members that the BMC is looking into multi-year projects, revisions of forms and the guidebook, changes in fund disbursement and other reforms to further improve the project management process.

5.4 TEL Webpage, AIMP, Administrative Matters

The Secretariat provided a brief demonstration on finding the TEL webpage from the main APEC website and on accessing the AIMP for meeting documents and projects. Members were reminded that www.apectelwg.org is now an archive site and that meeting documents from TEL39 onwards are now on the Meeting Document Database of the AIMP.  

The TEL webpage is updated after each TEL meeting and Convenors were requested to inform the Secretariat of recent reports and links that would be useful to members and the public and which it wanted included in their webpages. 

TEL was also encouraged to use the APEC Collaboration Site (ACS) on the AIMP as a platform for circulating documents intersessionally for members’ comments and approval. ID and passwords to access the AIMP can be requested from the Secretariat. Members were requested to inform the Secretariat and the TEL Chair’s Office of any changes in their economy points of contact so that the contact list on the TEL ACS remains up-to-date at all times.

6. Presentations by Economies of their Recent Regulatory and Policy Developments

At the plenary, economies (Australia; Singapore; Canada; Chinese Taipei; United States of America; Viet Nam; Hong Kong, China; Korea; Japan; China; Thailand; Indonesia; Malaysia; Brunei Darussalam) presented a brief update of their regulatory and policy development.(2010/TEL41/PLEN/018-030)

7. APEC TEL Strategic Issues

7.1 Japan introduced the proposed concept, theme and key elements of the TELMIN8 declaration (2010/TEL41/PLEN/043). The declaration will be focused on strengthening regional economic integration and the development of a comprehensive long-term growth strategy that supports more balanced growth, achieves greater inclusiveness in societies, sustains the environment and raises the region’s growth potential through innovation. The proposed theme of the declaration is “ICT as an Engine for New Socio-economic Growth” with key elements such as developing ICT to promote new growth, realizing smart socio-economic activities through the use of ICT, building a safe and trusted ICT environment, and strengthening cooperation in the ICT field.  Japan sought members’ cooperation in providing comments on the TELMIN8 concept paper within the next two weeks to allow Japan to develop a draft declaration. 

7.2 TEL Chair informed the meeting that, in the absence of Mexico, he presided over the meeting of Managerial Group and the Session on the TEL Strategic Plan (SP) on 7 and 8 May.  At the HoD and Excomm meeting on 8 May, the Strategic Plan as drafted by Mexico was discussed and the concept paper of TELMIN8 declaration was introduced by Japan.

There was general agreement that:   
· The structure of the SP needs to be improved using a more logical model which lays out the vision and mission, activities and outcomes , and a clear indication of what TEL wants to achieve in the future;

· The SP should take into account the recommendations from the independent assessment on the work of TEL and the broader APEC  priorities, and should be flexible to accommodate future changes given the rapid development of ICT;

· Given that the SP and the TELMIN8 declaration need to be viewed as a whole, a timeline for the two output documents was suggested to guide the follow-up discussions;

· The decision on whether the SP and TELMIN8 declaration will be presented as separate documents, or as one document with the SP as an attachment, for endorsement at TELMIN8, will be taken at a later stage.
· As immediate follow-up, by June 2010, the 2nd draft SP will be circulated to members for comments. Meanwhile, within two weeks after TEL 41, members have been requested to provide comments on the concept paper of TELMIN8 declaration as presented by Japan.

Australia volunteered to be part of the Managerial Group to assist Mexico with drafting work along with other members of the Managerial Group. The TEL Chair will communicate to Mexico the results of discussions. 
The meeting agreed on the following specific timeline for the TEL Strategic Action Plan and TELMIN8 Declaration. 

	STRATEGIC PLAN
	TELMIN DECLARATION
	WHO
	WHEN

	Complete first draft of Strategic plan
	
	Managerial Group
	Jan 2010

	Revise and circulate 1st draft for comments of members 
	
	Managerial Group
	1 month before TEL41

	Discuss 1st draft of Strategic plan
	Discussion on TELMIN declaration
	All members
	TEL41 (May 2010)

	Circulate 2nd draft of Strategic Plan to members for comment 
	
	Managerial Group
	June 2010

	
	Seek comments on 1st draft TELMIN declaration
	Japan
	1 month before TEL42 (TBC)

	Revise and circulate 3rd draft for comments or all members
	
	Managerial  Group
	1 month before TEL42

	
	Revise and circulate 2nd draft of TELMIN declaration
	Japan
	1 week before TEL42 (TBC)

	Review 4th draft
	Review 3rd draft 
	All members TELSOM1
	TEL42 (Aug 2010)

	Intersessional finalization of Strategic Plan and TELMIN8 declaration
	Managerial Group/Japan
	Between TEL42 and TELSOM2/TELMIN8

	Final review and approval by TELSOM2 and TELMIN8 
	TELSOM2
	TELMIN8


8. Steering Group Meeting Reports
At the last plenary, the reports of the Development Steering Group Meeting (DSG), Liberalization Steering Group Meeting (LSG), Security and Prosperity Steering Group Meeting (SPSG)
were presented by the respective Convenors.

8.1 Development Steering Group Meeting (DSG)
The DSG Convenor, Dr. Dan Chang, presented the summary report of the DSG meeting (Annex A). He asked for endorsement of two projects seeking APEC funds: 1. Workshop on Infrastructure Sharing to Foster Broadband Access (China, a joint project with LSG); 2. Study Workshop on Best Practices Transfer of Green ICT for Sustainable Growth (Thailand). He also asked for approval of the following three self-funded projects: 1. Workshop on IPv6: Securing Sustainable Growth of the Internet (USA, Japan); 2. Smart ICT Application Initiative: Green ICT Seminar – ICT application in the field of environment (Japan); 3. Deployment of Disaster Information Distribution System and Service Model based on NGO Exemplar Platform. (Chinese Taipei, a joint project with SPSG)

The Convenor requested for a half-day workshop on IPv6: Securing Sustainable Growth of the Internet, and a full-day seminar on Green ICT: ICT Application in the Field of Environment to be organized at TEL42.

The projects and the workshops as proposed were approved at the Plenary.

Finally, the Convenor indicated that, as his two-year term is due the DSG proposed that the Deputy Convenor Sudaporn Vimolseth from Thailand succeed him as the new Convenor, and Mr. Yu Zhicheng from CATR, China be the new Deputy Convenor. These two candidates were approved at the Plenary.

8.2. Liberalization Steering Group Meeting (LSG)

The LSG Convenor, Mr. Santiago REYES Borda from Canada, presented the summary report of the LSG meeting (Annex B) and asked for approval of a fund-seeking project from China, “Workshop on Infrastructure Sharing to Foster Broadband Access”, which is also submitted to DSG for endorsement. He also requested for a half-day workshop on Capacity Building on Telecommunication Elements of RTA/FTAs and a half-day Industry Roundtable to be organized at TEL 42. 

The Chair of MRA Task Force, Mr. Lawrence SM Kwan, presented his report on MRA Task Force and requested for two half-day MRATF Sessions and two half-day MRATF Drafting or Training Session to be organized at TEL42. He also requested approval for the MRA on Equivalence of Technical Requirement (MRA-ETR) to be submitted for endorsement at TELMIN 8.   

The project and workshops as proposed were approved at the Plenary.

8.3. Security and Prosperity Steering Group Meeting (SPSG)


SPSG Convenor, Mr. Jinhyun Cho, presented the summary report of the SPSG meeting (Annex C) and requested approval of the self-funded project of “Deployment of Disaster Information Distribution System and Service Model based on NGO Exemplar Platform” (Chinese Taipei), a joint project with DSG. He also requested approval for the draft report on the 2nd APEC Seminar on Protection of Cyberspace from Terrorist Use of Attacks. (a Joint Project with CTTF)
The Convenor also requested for a full-day workshop on Cybersecurity Policy Developments in the APEC Region at TEL42.

The proposed project and workshop were approved at the Plenary.

8.4 Chair’s Summary of SG Reports

The TEL Chair expressed great appreciation to the outgoing convenors for their leadership and contribution to the work of SG and welcomed aboard the incoming convenors and deputy convenors. He indicated that the SG reports, the text of the MRA-ETR, and the summary report on the 2nd APEC Seminar on Protection of Cyberspace from Terrorist Use of Attacks will be approved intersessionally after TEL41 to give members more time to consider these documents.   

The SG reports, the text of the MRA-ETR, and the summary report on the 2nd APEC Seminar on Protection of Cyberspace from Terrorist Use of Attacks were subsequently endorsed intersessionally by members.   

Inputs from SG reports that are intended to be submitted for TELMIN 8 endorsement could be considered as elements in the Strategic Plan or TELMIN8 Declaration, which will be discussed and agreed upon by TELSOM before its submission to TELMIN8.
9. Discussion / Approval of New Project Proposals / Priority Setting

The following 2 concept notes seeking APEC funding and 3 self-funded proposals were approved and ranked at the plenary:  

	Title
	Funding
	Rank
	Steering Group
	Proposing Economy

	Workshop on Infrastructure Sharing to Foster Broadband Access
	APEC
	1
	DSG/

LSG
	China

	Study Workshop on Best Practices Transfer of Green ICT for Sustainable Growth
	APEC
	2
	DSG
	Thailand

	Workshop on IPv6: Securing Sustainable Growth of the Internet
	Self
	 n/a
	DSG
	USA, Japan

	Smart ICT Application Initiative:  Green ICT Seminar – ICT application in the field of environment
	Self
	n/a
	DSG
	Japan

	Deployment of Disaster Information Distribution System and Service Model based on NGO Exemplar Platform 
	Self
	n/a
	DSG/

SPSG
	Chinese Taipei


The Secretariat informed members that pursuant to BMC decision, all concept notes seeking APEC funding for session 2 will have to be prioritized by TEL and a justification for the prioritization/ranking provided using the originating forum template (2010/TEL41/PLEN/038) The endorsed concept notes and the ranking with justification will have to be submitted to the TEL PD by 9 June.  Self funded proposals that have been approved need not be ranked /prioritized and can be uploaded on the PDB as soon as finalized.

10. Discussion of Future Meetings

Brunei, as the host of TEL 42, showed a video presentation about Brunei and announced that TEL 42 will be held from August 2 to 7, 2010 and welcomed active participation of member economies. The draft programme for the meeting was discussed and approved as follows:

	 
	Morning
	Afternoon
	Evening

	MON

2 Aug
	MRA TF
	MRA  Training and Drafting
	 

	
	Workshop on IPv6:Securing Sustainable Growth of the Internet (DSG)
	Industry Roundtable
	

	TUE

3 Aug
	Capacity Building on Telecommunication Elements of RTA/FTAs (LSG)
	 
	 Networking Night

	
	MRA  Training and Drafting
	MRA TF
	

	
	Green ICT Seminar~ ICT Application in the Field of Environment (DSG)
	Green ICT Seminar ~ ICT Application in the Field of Environment (DSG)
	

	WED

4 Aug
	Workshop on Cybersecurity Policy Developments in the APEC Region (SPSG)
	Workshop on Cybersecurity Policy Developments in the APEC Region (SPSG)
	HOD and Excomm Meeting

Welcome Dinner

	
	Drafting Session on Strategic Plan and Declaration
	Drafting Session on Strategic Plan and Declaration
	

	THU

5 Aug
	Plenary I
	LSG
	 

	
	
	SPSG
	

	
	
	DSG
	

	FRI

6 Aug
	DSG
	LSG
	

	
	SPSG
	SPSG
	

	SAT

7 Aug
	Plenary II
	SOM I
	 


Japan, as the host of TELMIN8, showed a view presentation and welcomed member economies to participate in the meeting which will take place from October 28 to 31 in Okinawa, Japan. The TEL43 and TEL 44 meetings were also confirmed to be held in China and Malaysia, respectively. 
A list of previous hosts for TEL meetings was presented and the TEL Chair urged strongly those member economies whose hosting turn is approaching to step forward for hosting future meetings.
11. Statements by Observers and Guests

Representatives from GBDe, INTUG and APNIC gave brief updates (2010/TEL/PLEN/044-046) on their activities and expressed their desire for continued cooperation with TEL.

12. Document Classification

The APEC Secretariat presented the Meeting Document Classification List. All meeting documents were classified and approved for public release except those indicated as restricted on the DRRF. 

The Secretariat reminded members to upload any revision to their documents on or before 15 May, after which date no revisions can be uploaded and all documents will be processed and transferred to the Meeting Document Database (MDDB) of the APEC website.

13. Other Business

In his closing remarks, the TEL Chair summarized the major outcomes of the meeting gave his appreciation once again to Chinese Taipei for the efficient organization and warm hospitality.  Canada, Malaysia and Australia took the floor to register their appreciation to the host and the TEL Chair’s leadership.

14. Adjournment

Mr. LIU Ziping, the TEL Chair adjourned the meeting on May 12th by wishing all participants a safe and pleasant trip back home.

Annex A 

41st APEC TEL WORKING GROUP MEETING
ICT DEVELOPMENT STEERING GROUP REPORT
May 10-11, 2010, Chinese Taipei
Attendance and Goals
The DSG Meeting was held on two half day (May/10 afternoon and May/11 morning). The DSG focused on progress towards the Brunei Goal; a number of information exchange presentations; reports on current projects and workshops; presentation on new proposals. The meeting was convened by Convenor Dr. Dan Chang (Chinese Taipei), and Deputy Convenor Sudaporn Vimolseth (Thailand).

1. OPENING 

1.1 Opening and welcome remarks from Convenor and Deputy Convenor

The Convenor and Deputy Convenor welcomed all the delegates and thanked Chinese Taipei delegates for hosting APECTEL 41 meeting.

1.2 Review and Adoption of Agenda

The draft agenda (2010/TEL41/DSG/001) was reviewed and adopted by all participants. In the agenda, were several information exchange presentations, on-going progress reports and workshop outcomes presentations, and five new proposals. Messages for TELMIN8’s consideration would be discussed.

2. Information Exchange

2.1  Bridging the Urban-rural Digital Divide in Chinese Taipei, Chinese Taipei (2010/TEL41/DSG/002)

The speaker from Chinese Taipei introduced the major ICT education plans from 2001 to 2011. A strategy to bridge the digital divide and create digital opportunity in rural areas is to deploy Digital Opportunity Center (DOC) for assisting to develop local sustainable operations. It provides the equal digital e-learning environment from elementary schools to high schools. He also indicated that sending long-term ICT volunteers to reduce education divide is beneficial.

The delegate from Brunei queried the budget resources and management of the One Laptop per child (OLPC) program. The speaker replied that the PCs were donated by enterprises based on the background the Ministry of Education needs to support low-income families. As far as the tracking system, students and families who own free PCs will be checked regularly to ensure the effective usage of the PCs. 

Canada delegate would like to understand the benchmarking criteria to examine the performance of bridging the Digital Divide. The speaker explained that the teachers monitor the usage of PCs and report to Ministry of Education.

2.2 Next Generation of Chinese Taipei's e-Government, Chinese Taipei (2010/TEL41/DSG/003)

The speaker from Chinese Taipei described e-Government programs from 1998 to 2016, which is one of the top five demanded online services in a 2008 Internet usage survey. It showed how e-Government improves quality of life. The speaker explained the framework to measure the values of Chinese Taipei’s e-Government programs from 1998 to 2007. Three primary citizens’ expectations are to promote the operational efficiency from a tax payer; to constitute service from a service user; and to gain political return from citizen themselves. The speaker showed a planned roadmap from 2011 to 2016, which emphasized citizen participation in integrated services. He hoped that D(device), N(network) and A(application) could facilitate e-Government for better governance.

2.3 Up to Date ICT Usage, Japan (2010/TEL41/DSG/004)

This speaker introduced current status of Telecommunication Services in Japan. He mentioned that Japan’s broadband fee is the lowest price in Pacific region. In order to achieve 2000 Brunei AELM and 2008 Bangkok TELMIN7 Declarations, Japan promotes ICT usages on socio-economic challenges and global issues, such as green ICT, health care, education and disaster management. Scenarios of the program included ICT for global warming prevention to reduce energy consumption; ICT sensors for Tele-medicine at remote area for diagnosis of the doctors and ICT warning system for disaster prevention.

2.4 Toward a Green and Cost-Saving e-Business Environment using PKI, Chinese Taipei (2010/TEL41/DSG/005)

The speaker introduced Chinese Taipei’s e-government framework programs and network security threats. He emphasized the necessity of information security in the e-government’s issue. A public Key Infrastructure would be needed for government PKI systems (GPKI). There are big customer bases for G2G and G2B applications. Utilizing certificated smart cards effectively will reduce carbon and save cost. The speaker introduced an example that increased the revenue by 20% and reduced the cost by 25%.

3. CURRENT PROJECTS REPORT

3.1 APEC e-Government Research Center at Waseda University, Japan (2010/TEL41/DSG/006)

This project focuses on chief information officer (CIO) training, e- government monitoring, human resource development (HRD) and critical ICT areas for environment, disaster reduction, economic crisis and community development. The Japan speaker presented the activities carried out by the Center since TEL 40, September 2009, including six speeches and 2nd Advisory Board Meeting held on May 6th in Indonesia. In addition, this project reported to the annual meeting of PECC (Pacific Economic Cooperation Council) in Tokyo in Feb 2010. The Center also supported the 4th Annual Forum of International Academy of CIO in Bandung, Indonesia in May 5-7.

3.2 APII R&D Test Bed Project, Japan (2010/TEL41/DSG/007)

This project’s aim is not only IPv6, but also future internet strength, suggested at TEL 40.Therefore this project had changed from “APII IPv6 R&D Testbed Project” to “APII R&D Testbed Network Project”. The speaker provided updates on four activities since last TEL, including recent APII Eclipse Broadcast testing, Super Computing 2009 Experiment, AFICT Workshop support at Bangkok and KMD Netband-I Event support. The speaker also mentioned that future internet technology usage experiments on dynamic circuits, virtualization, measurement schemes, and highlighted four workshops on future internet activities including APAN Future Internet Working Group, US-Japan Future Network Collaboration Workshop, China-Japan Information and Communications Technology Forum and AFICT 2009.

3.3 APII Test-bed Project, Korea(2010/TEL41/DSG/008)

The Korean speaker presented the progress since last report. NIA and NICT used this testbed to hold off-line meeting (2010.02) during the APAN meeting in Sydney, Australia. Some of the issues in discussion include: (1) collaborative research projects over APII Testbed for 2010, (2) cooperation on future network including building OpenFlow testbed between Korea, Japan, and United States, (3) discussion on switching of APII Testbed connection route between Korea and Japan, (4) 2010 APII Testbed Workshop. 11 international joint research & testing projects were carried out over APII-TB & TEIN in 2009 as well as operation of 10 research working groups. There were other ongoing seven activities for international research & testing cooperation, and two workshops in the future. 

4. WORKSHOP OUTCOMES

4.1 Workshop on IPv6: Transforming the Internet, USA (2010/TEL41/DSG/009)

This workshop was participated by nearly 50 delegates, and featured IPv6 deployment status updates and success stories from APEC region. Main recommendations included: Exchange information on IPv6 transition plans between governments and industry; lead the industry by example in adopting IPv6 for governments’ networks, services, websites, and procurement practice; conduct internal outreach activities within government; collaborate to develop a periodical “white paper” document monitoring IPv6 deployment status in the APEC member economies.  

It was also generally agreed that the issue needs to remain on the APEC TEL agenda and that the APEC TELMIN8 ministerial statement should include a call to action among economies and the recognition of the need for IPv6 adoption. The statement should also tie with the 2015 broadband penetration goal.

Canada delegate recommended that the IPv6 outcomes be considered as a message to TELMIN 8. The Convenor agreed to modify the agenda after the approval from DSG members.

4.2 Enabling Information Communications Technology Investment for Growth and Recovery, USA (2010/TEL41/DSG/010)

The USA speaker interpreted two phases of this project. One is to circulate the Digital Prosperity Checklists (DPCL); the other is to develop "best practices guidance" for broadband deployment by the end of 2010.

This workshop consisted of two parts: a panel discussion and a draft survey based on the investment section of APEC’s DPCL. The conclusion provided a comprehensive overview of the economic and social benefits of broadband, and also suggested policies to promote broadband including agency designation, infrastructure development, demand side and encouraging competition. In Phase II, a list of “effective practices” in the final survey for enabling ICT infrastructure investment, will be completed and distributed by the end of 2011.

5. NEW WORKSHOP/ NEW PROJECT PROPOSALS

5.1 Workshop on IPv6: Securing sustainable growth of the Internet (2010/TEL41/DSG/013)

The speaker described that the feedbacks from IPv6 workshop held at TEL 40 received a highly positive appraisal, and strong interest in further examination of IPv4 exhaustion and IPv6 deployment issues. The main objectives of the proposed TEL 42 workshop plans to build a knowledge exchanging forum gathered at APEC TEL40 and TEL41 IPv6 workshops, to learn about global IPv6 deployment by the governments within TEL economies, to find out the opportunities in human capacity development, to exchange successful experience in IPv6 deployment, and continue to encourage cross fora activities among three steering groups in TEL. This project was approved by DSG.

5.2 Deployment of Disaster Information Distribution System and Service Model by NGO Exemplar Platforms , Chinese Taipei  (2010/TEL41/DSG/014)

Chinese Taipei proposed a joint project with SPSG based on achieving the following goals: to study the experience of how NGOs could utilize cloud-computing technology; using open source content managing system and online social media together to aggregate and distribute disaster/relief-related information. Additional goal is to establish a partnership model between civil organizations and government officials on information dissemination over Internet during catastrophes.

The speaker stressed the methodology of the infrastructure which NGO bridges information gap between government and people, to increase the performance and efficiency of disaster management. This project will build a platform for NGO to play a role as a real-time transparent message deliver, which will utilize the in-depth information technology and share the experience around the Pacific region under a well-functioned disaster-responding system. 

Cosponsoring economies, Japan and Thailand both expressed strong support for this project since the Pacific region is facing similar attacks as Chinese Taipei due to dramatic climate change. Canada supported this project and would like to discuss further technical issues offline. This project was approved by DSG.

5.3 Smart ICT Application Initiative Green ICT Seminar ICT Application in the Field of Environment, Japan(2010/TEL41/DSG/015)

Japan introduced smart ICT application initiative before describing the project. AELM 2009 and TELMIN7 recommended TEL to work on achieving universal access to broadband in APEC economies and use ICT to deal with socioeconomic challenges. The objectives included: sharing and clarifying benefits and challenges of specific efforts in member economies for ICT application in socioeconomic activities, such as environment, energy, transportation, healthcare, logistics, emergency response. Secondly, working together for resolving economic, technical, and systemic challenges, and to formulate road maps that lay out challenges, action plan and specific goals to facilitate above efforts. 

Canada delegate queried about the ICT sector itself might be the cause for the carbon emission which was brought out for discussion in TEL 39. Japan explained that this project aims to explore a solution on how the ICT application could improve to find out effective ways in energy saving aspects. The problem of ICT’s carbon emission issue won’t be the research subject in this project. Singapore, Korea and Malaysia suggested strengthening focus of the workshop. New Zealand recommended more outreached activities across other fora and organization for the seminar’s participation. Convenor suggested that Japan to consider these opinions in organizing the workshop. This project was approved by DSG.

5.4 Study workshop on Best Practice Transfer of Green ICT for Sustainable Growth, Thailand(2010/TEL41/DSG/016)

This project is a concept note to seek APEC funding. Thailand illustrated the purpose of this workshop which is to transfer Green ICT technology and best practice among APEC economies, especially on climate change. Meanwhile, in responding to AELM 2009, TELMIN7, ABAC recommendations, and APEC TEL Action plan frameworks, this project will be devoted to Green ICT encouragement. An online questionnaire for Green ICT on a virtual community will be developed, and the survey results will be released to APEC economies. One-day APEC TEL workshop on best practices of Green ICT for sustainable growth will be held on TEL 43 as well. The speaker concluded that this project is expected to deliver latest information and beneficial knowledge on formulating Green ICT strategies for government decision makers. 

New Zealand would like to participate in the survey and Thailand welcomes other economies joining in this project. Chinese Taipei, Canada, Japan and Brunei showed support to this project. This project was approved by DSG.

5.5 Workshop on Infrastructure Sharing to Foster Broadband Access, China (2010/TEL41/DSG/017)

This is a joint project with LSG and is a concept note seeking APEC funding. The project is designed to achieve these main objectives: (1) To provide an infrastructure sharing platform on policy making, implementation schemes, technical problem, financial benefits, experiences sharing and lessons learned (2) To conduct a survey on the status of infrastructure sharing in APEC region (3) To promote capacity building on broadband access policies and technology to bridge the digital divide between developed and developing economies and ensure sustainable growth in APEC region.

This project meet the ICT instructions on lower the cost of deploying networks, lower service price and improve service quality, and extend broadband network coverage, facilitate environmental protection and sustainable growth, promoting competition. The outputs of the survey will be shared during TEL 42.
New Zealand likes to participate in the seminar and survey. Malaysia, Philippine, Singapore, Vietnam, Canada and Hong Kong China are cosponsoring economies of this project. DSG approved this project.

6. REVIEW/UPDATE OF DSG PROJECTS MATRIX (2010/TEL41/DSG/019)

The Convenor showed the DSG projects matrix and asked delegates to update its information. This matrix contained each project’s purpose, current status, budget, sponsoring, co-sponsoring economies, duration and contact information of project overseer.

7. OTHER BUSINESS

7.1 Message to TELMIN 8

7.1.1 Progress toward the Brunei Goal of Universal Access via the Internet by 2010, Philippine (2010/TEL41/DSG/021)

Philippine speaker summarized the survey result which partly used the statistics provided by DSG Convenor, and suggested a conclusion that “We note that the goal of providing universal internet access by 2010 has been achieved by 90% of APEC economies.” DSG would like to pass this message to TELMIN 8 for consideration.

7.1.2 IPv6 workshop outcomes

USA explained the importance of the workshop outcomes and highlighted the following wordings as inputs to TELMIN’ 

“The ministers to endorse APEC TEL IPv6 Action Plan”.

“The ministers to recognize the importance of IPv6 for implementation of the Bangkok Declaration of Universal Broadband Service by 2015, and Smart ICT Initiative under discussion in TEL working group.”

7.1.3 Green ICT and others

Japan briefly stated that Green ICT be considered as TELMIN 8 input, but did not provide the specific wordings.

7.2 Conclusion

The Convenor passed a message from the secretariat office that if any uploaded document can not be made public, please inform secretariat office.

Convenor asked guests from APNIC, GBDe, and ISOC for comments. They all recognized what DSG meeting has achieved and would like to participate again in the future meeting.

Finally, the Convenor indicated that his two-year term is up and would like to recommend Deputy Convenor Sudaporn Vimolseth to become the next Convenor. China’s HoD had nominated Mr. Yu Zhicheng as the next Deputy Convenor. Convenor read Mr. Yu’s brief biography and expressed the support toward his candidacy. DSG members supported both candidates and would like to seek approval from all APEC economies.

Annex B 

Liberalization Steering Group (LSG) Report

APEC TEL 41, Taipei, Chinese Taipei

May 10-11, 2010

LSG I – May 10, 2010
14:00 – 17:00

1. Opening

Mr. Santiago REYES-BORDA, LSG Convenor, welcomed delegates, and introduced the Deputy Convenor, Mr. Shoji MIHARA from the Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications of Japan. The Convenor thanked all participants for attending the meeting, and expressed his gratitude and congratulations to Chinese Taipei, host of TEL 41, for the excellent organization and warm hospitality provided.

The TEL 41 meeting agenda, available on the TEL 41 meeting website, (2010/TEL41/LSG/001) was reviewed and adopted.  

2. Overview of the TEL40 LSG Report (LSG Convenor) 

The Convenor presented an overview of the TEL 40 LSG Report (2010/TEL41/LSG/002), which contained the following items:

· Welcome and introduction remarks by Ms. Susan Johnston

· Presentation on Recent Regulatory & Policy Developments in Mexico 

· TEL Future Directions: Considerations for LSG

· TELMIN 7: Outcomes and LSG priorities

· Discussion Session – Workshop Outcomes      

· Project Activity Reports

· New Project Proposals: presentations

· Information exchange 

· MRA Task Force Meeting Report (MRA Task Force Chair)

· Next Meeting and future work

The meeting noted the overview of the report.

3. TEL Strategic Plan 2010-2015: Considerations for LSG

The Convenor outlined the key issues discussed during the Managerial Group, Heads of Delegation (HoD) and Executive Committee (Excomm) meetings related to the draft TEL Strategic Plan 2010-2015 circulated by the Chair of the Managerial Group, Mr. Rodrigo de la Parra from Mexico. The Convenor explained that Mr. de la Parra had unfortunately been unable to attend TEL 41, and recognized the substantial amount of work and effort undertaken so far by Mr. de la Parra in the drafting of the Strategic Plan. 

The Convenor outlined the observations made on the current draft, including those related to the structure and contents of the document, and on the critical path that needed to be developed and acted upon between TEL 41 and the final delivery of the Strategic Plan.

Another critical element identified in the discussions, and explained at the LSG meeting, was the need for a clear linkage between the Strategic Plan and the TELMIN 8 Declaration. The Convenor pointed out that the Plan would be first and foremost based on the APEC mandates, and on the guidance and instructions received from Leaders and Ministers. 

In regards to the critical path, the Convenor explained the table that identifies specific milestones, timelines, deliverables, and corresponding economies a/o groups (Managerial) responsibilities. This table had been uploaded to the TEL 41 website under the Draft Strategic Plan item.

The delegate of Vietnam intervened and highlighted the tight deadlines ahead, recognizing the challenges of streamlining and expediting the development of the plan.

4. Workshop Outcomes

There were three (3) presentations made. The first one by Ms. Anon Cheng of Chinese Taipei on the Regulatory Roundtable; the second one by Mr. Robert Clarke of New Zealand on the International Mobile Roaming Drafting Session, and the third one by Mr. Ernie Newman of INTUG on the Industry Roundtable. 

Regulatory Roundtable(2010/TEL41/LSG/005)
Ms. Cheng explained that the main theme of the Regulatory Roundtable had been the issue of Digital Transition, and that the Roundtable had addressed the issue of the social and economic impact of the digital dividend, including the development of effective strategies for spectrum management. The workshop addressed the following specific issues:
· Management of freed spectrum for analog TV
· Allocation of new band and license release 
· Determining the duration of digital transition
· Ensuring the public benefits of digital transition are well-balanced.
· Determining whether viewers should pay more for watching digital TV if the frequency belongs to the public.
· Determining who should lead digital transition. Industry or government? 

· Remaining barriers and challenges

The speed- exchange roundtable addressed perspectives from the industry as well as those related to the social benefits of digital transition. 

International Mobile Roaming (IMR) Drafting Session (2010/TEL41/LSG/004)
Mr. Robert Clarke of the Ministry of Economic Development of New Zealand presented an oral report on the outcomes of the IMR drafting session, which included the endorsement of the draft Guidelines. 

Mr. Clarke explained the context of the discussion held and highlighted the presentations made by Korea and by Mr. Ernie Newman of INTUG. The participants acknowledged the importance of addressing the issue of consumer awareness and protection in regards to the IMR. 

Mr. Clarke indicated that the results of the Drafting Session would also be brought to the attention of the Plenary.

Industry Roundtable (2010/TEL41/LSG/005)
Mr. Ernie Newman of INTUG started by expressing the great level of support provided by Chinese Taipei in the organization of the Industry Roundtable, and introduced the Moderator, Dr. Zhehong Tsai of Chinese Taipei, Professor at the Department of Electrical Engineering and Graduate Institute of Communication Engineering of the National Taiwan University.

Mr. Newman pointed out the excellent level and quality of the eight presentations made, and proceeded to summarize their content.

Presentation 1: “Deploy Broadband Networks for the Rising Bandwidth Demands”, by Dr. San-Wei Sun, Deputy Managing Director, Corporate Planning Department, Chung-Hwa Telecom Co. Ltd.
Presentation 2: “Verizon’s Deployment of FTTH in the US and the Benefits of Broadband” by Mr. Anastacio Ramos, International Public Policy and Regulators Affairs, Verizon.

Presentation 3: “Broadband and POD Deployment Trends for MSO” by Mr. Jimmy Chen, Chief Operating Officer, Taiwan Broadband Communications.

Presentation 4: “Cloud Computing – Separating Myth from Reality” by Mr. Michael Mudd, the Open Computing Alliance, Hong Kong.

Presentation 5: “Broadband Solutions for Taiwan CATV Operators” by Mr. Mr. C H Jih, Chief Technology Officer, Taiwan CATV Operators

Presentation 6: “FTTx Network Trends and ITRI’s Related Research and Promotions” by Mr DarZu Hsu, Deputy Manager, Industry Technology Research Institute and FTTx Industry Alliance, Taiwan.

Presentation 7: “Government Intervention in the Broadband Market and the Internet Ecosystem” by Mr. Jake Jennings, Executive Director, International External and Regulatory Affairs, AT&T

Presentation 8: “Driving the Development of the Fibre Broadband Industry by Fibre Broadband Building Emblem” by Dr George Wang, Executive Vice President, Institute for the Information industry

Mr. Newman’s report referred to Dr. Tsai’s closing remarks as the moderator on the need for services to be developed, especially in critical areas such as cloud computing and health care. 

Mr. Newman also expressed his appreciation to Dr. Tsai for his availability to moderate the session, and reiterated his gratitude to the Chinese Taipei delegates for the successful assembling of such a distinguished range of speakers.

5. Project Activity Reports

WTO Capacity Building on Telecommunications Trade Rules and Regulatory Disciplines (Singapore) (2010/TEL41/LSG/006)
 

Ms Lina CHUA of Singapore updated the meeting on the 2nd and final run of the Workshop on Telecommunications Trade Rules and Regulatory Disciplines, held in Singapore from 22 to 26 March 2010.  The project seeks to train officials on telecom trade rules and regulatory disciplines, familiarize APEC telecom officials with the broader WTO agenda, and provide a platform for discussion and information sharing on economies’ experiences in implementing trade rules and regulatory disciplines.     

 

35 delegates from 13 APEC economies participated in this Workshop.  Ms Lee Tuthill from the WTO Secretariat, and Mr Muhd Hanafiah from the Ministry of Information, Communications and the Arts, Singapore, served as the key facilitators for this Workshop.  Japan and Vietnam also sponsored speakers to share their experiences in implementing the provisions of the WTO Reference Paper.  Participants generally rated the Workshop well and found it useful and practical.           

 

Capacity Building on Telecommunications Elements of RTAs / FTAs (Singapore)

(2010/TEL41/LSG/007) 

Ms Lina CHUA of Singapore updated the meeting on the developments for this project, approved at TEL 39.  There are two key components to this project: (i) a ½-day Workshop at TEL 42, which had already been approved as part of the project proposal; and (ii) the development of an APEC TEL reference guide for telecommunications elements of RTAs / FTAs.  The reference guide will be submitted to TELMIN 8 for endorsement.  

 

An initial draft of the reference guide had been circulated to a small drafting group comprising the project co-sponsors and other interested economies.  A small group session was also held on Friday 7 May 2010 to exchange preliminary views on this initial draft.  The participating economies were Japan, Korea, Malaysia, Vietnam and Singapore.  The small group generally noted the timeliness and usefulness of such a reference guide, particularly in helping telecom regulators understand the market liberalisation disciplines and the impact of these disciplines on their regulatory regime.

 
Overview of the Stocktake on Convergence Project (Canada) (2010/TEL41/LSG/008)
Mr. Santiago REYES-BORDA provided an Overview of the Stocktake on Convergence Survey indicating that the Final version of the Survey had been posted to the TEL website. 

Mr. REYES-BORDA proceeded to highlight the following elements of the project:

APEC Project Objectives

The Stocktake of Regulatory Convergence was approved by APEC member economies at TEL 39 in Singapore. In addition to Canada, seven member economies served on the oversight committee: Hong Kong, China; Japan; Mexico; Singapore; Thailand; and Chinese Taipei, as well as one organization with guest status at TEL, the Internet Society (ISOC). 

The direction of this project came from the 2008 Ministerial declaration in Bangkok, which recognized "the rapid convergence of communications technologies or services", and "encouraged continued sharing of information and experiences in order to enhance our common understanding of the implication for policy and regulatory frameworks.”  

The objectives of the Stocktake of Regulatory Convergence in the APEC region were to explore the understanding of convergence within current policy, regulatory and legislative environments across the APEC region. In addition, this study identified unique and common challenges experienced in different member economies as a result of convergence within different policy, regulatory or legislative frameworks.  12 of 21 APEC member economies participated in the survey and it comprised two main sections. 

The first section dealt with the current legislative and regulatory environments with respect to Convergence and the second section compared regulatory practices of APEC member economies on Universal Access, Accessibility, Essential Services, Foreign Ownership and Content. 

Convergence

Although most APEC member economies do not have a formal definition of convergence, there is general agreement that convergence is important because technology has blurred the lines between telecommunications, broadcasting, and information technology. 

· Policy and Regulatory Issues

APEC economies identified some underlying assumptions about existing regulations that are no longer applicable. Some issues with convergence include: emerging new media, Next Generation Networks, quality service standards and enforcement. 

· Policy Challenges

The main policy challenges relating to convergence include regulatory reform, ensuring competitive outcomes and dealing with the rapid rate of change. In addition, member economies should ensure that incumbents do not use convergence to either legally or illegally reduce competition. Furthermore, member economies should ensure that new regulations are sufficiently versatile and technology neutral for business investment and government policy objectives. 

Findings

This survey demonstrates that there is currently no clear trend as to the preferred regulatory response to convergence. However, many member economies are expending large efforts to address it. One main trend amongst the member economies is the development of broadband infrastructure as a critical cornerstone of digital strategies with either public and/or private programs. 

Finally, this survey shows us that any regulation should be appropriate to the legal and administrative framework of the economy. Addressing convergence has not proved easy because all of the member economies have crafted different schemes and timetables for their respective liberalization processes. 

Progress toward Adopting and Implementing the WTO Reference Paper(2010/TEL41/LSG/009)
Mr. Santiago REYES-BORDA provided a brief report on the status of the Reference Paper. He indicated that several economies had provided input and consequently had up-dated the information, which had been up-loaded to the TEL website.

Mr. REYES-BORDA walked through the document indicating that the new contributions had been highlighted in green to facilitate reading in what is a comprehensive and lengthy document.

Mr. REYES-BORDA reiterated the importance of adopting and implementing the WTO Reference Paper and invited participants to continue providing their valuable contributions.

6. MRA Task Force Meeting Report (MRA Task Force Chair) (2010/TEL41/LSG/010)
Mr. Lawrence Kwan of Hong Kong, China (the Task Force Chair) presented a comprehensive report on the MRA Task Force meetings and drafting sessions that had taken place on May 6-7. 

He indicated that the meetings had been convened with Ms. Melinda Tan of Singapore as the Task Force Vice-Chair, and that a total of twenty nine delegates participated over the two days representing twelve Economies and several industry groups.  

Mr. Kwan explained that the meetings had focused on addressing the following issues:

(a) 
whether there would be any new missions or initiatives for the MRA Task Force in the next few years;

(b)  whether there would be a need to prepare a survey / questionnaire to solicit responses from individual Economies in order to understand the concerns and difficulties of some Economies which are not yet participating in the existing MRA Phase I or II; 

(c) 
how the MRA Task Force could further promulgate the published Article entitled “Ten Years of MRA Success”; and 

(d)  how the MRA Task Force could facilitate and raise awareness to the decision makers of those Economies not yet participating in the existing MRA to make the decision to do so. 

The outcome of these discussions is contained in the report uploaded to the LSG section of the TEL website. Mr. Kwan indicated that for the main agenda items, it was necessary for the MRA Task Force to achieve some progress on the following projects / issues: 

(a) Discussion and finalization of the texts of MRA for Equivalence of Technical Requirements (MRA-ETR) document so that it could be presented to the LSG and the APEC TEL WG for endorsement and then at the up-coming TELMIN8 to seek endorsement from the Ministers before implementation by Economies;

(b) Discussion of market surveillance and the current approaches of some Economies in order that some best practices and guidelines can be developed to facilitate Economies implementation of market surveillance programs in an effective and efficient manner.

The LSG expressed its support for the work undertaken and endorsed the decisions taken by the MRATF that will in turn be brought to the attention of the Plenary. 

7. New Project Proposal

Mr. Yu Zhicheng, Chief Engineer of the Teleinfo Institute of the China Academy of Telecommunication Research, MIIT presented a description of a new project “Workshop on Infrastructure Sharing to Foster Broadband Access” (2010/TEL41/LSG/011) that had been submitted to and endorsed by the DSG, with Hong Kong, China; Philippines; and Canada as co-sponsors.
The project is designed to achieve the following key objectives:

1) To provide a platform for member economies to discuss issues pertaining to Infrastructure sharing, including policy making, implementation schemes, technical problem, financial benefits, etc, and share their experiences and lesson learned in this regard;

2) To conduct a survey on the status of infrastructure sharing in APEC region;

3) To promote capacity building on broadband access policies and technology so as to bridge the digital divide between developed and developing economies and ensure the sustainable growth in APEC region;

Through this workshop, policy makers, regulators, private sector and academia both from developed economies and developing economies will be able to use this opportunity to share their experiences and explore possible solutions and opportunities for cooperation with regard to infrastructure sharing.
The LSG endorsed the project proposal.

8. Information exchange 

There were several and very interesting and useful presentations made during the Information Exchange, as follows:


“Trade Facilitation in Chinese Taipei”, Ms. Susan LU, Board of Foreign Trade, Chinese Taipei (2010/TEL41/LSG/012)
Ms. Susan Lu, Chinese Taipei, presented best practices of ICT in international trade, describing the vision of current progress of WTO/DDA and APEC regional economic integration in Chinese Taipei. She introduced the trade facilitation strategy composed of simplification, standardization and digitalization as well as the situation of its achievement in Chinese Taipei comprehensively. Next steps of the plan are international connectivity, further simplification and score expansion to B2B.


“International Mobile Roaming: a New Zealand perspective”, Mr. Robert CLARKE, Ministry of Economic Development, New Zealand


Mr. Robert CLARKE described the issue and the importance of IMR in New Zealand and highlighted the developments of discussions and agreements with Australia’s DBCDE, which will be published for public consultation on 18 May.

The LSG delegates concurred with the critical importance of addressing the issue of customer awareness and protection as it relates to IMR costs. 

“Overview of the United States National Broadband Plan”, Mr. Robert TANNER, Federal Communications Commission, United States (2010/TEL41/LSG/013)

Mr. Robert TANNER made a thorough presentation on the United States National Broadband Plan, which has a wide range of policy contents including infrastructure, e-Government and education, and so on. Under the recognition that broadband is the great infrastructure challenge of the early 21st century, 6 goals are set in the plan.(e.g. Goals No.1: at least 100 million U.S. homes should have affordable access to actual download speeds of at least 100 Mbps and actual upload speeds of at least 50 Mbps.) The plan includes innovation & Investment, Inclusion, National Purposes, Implementation and benchmarks comprehensively. The plan also identifies gaps and recommendations in each field.

Ms. Susan Lu of Chinese Taipei asked if there was a budget for the plan, if the plan created growth for the private sector, and if there was any specific approach to the subject of cloud computing. Mr. TANNER responded that there was no specific budget allocation yet as the plan has just been submitted and that interesting discussions on cloud computing, e.g. for of e-Government applications were taking place.

Korea commented to indicate that it is developing the next long term Broadband Strategy.


The LSG Convenor reiterated the importance of information exchange on the development of Broadband strategies in each economy.

 “Market Liberalization and Growth: Korea’s Experience”, Dr. KANG, Hayun, Director, KISDI. (2010/TEL41/LSG/014)

Dr. KANG, explained Korea’s experience in the policy sequence of 1) privatization of relevant organizations, 2) market liberalization through WTO negotiations, 3) introducing competition. She highlighted that such experience could be valuable lessons for other economies in their efforts to achieve full liberalization in the telecommunications sector. She also pointed out the significance of investment climate factors, the sequencing of liberalization and deregulation, and the corresponding regulatory framework and institutions.

"New Legal Framework towards Convergence in Japan" Mr. Shoji MIHARA, MIC(2010/TEL41/LSG/015)


Mr. Shoji MIHARA introduced the amendment of telecommunications and broadcasting laws that the Japanese government submitted to the Diet in March 2010. The background of this amendment is the change of previous telecommunications/Broadcasting vertical market structure into horizontal structure. The amendment covers 8 Acts including Broadband Act, Radio Act and Telecommunications Business Act. The amendment intends to rationalize broadband regulations, to encourage flexile use of radio frequency as well as to enhance consumer protection. It is an example to establish a legal system responding to the era of convergence.

Korea raised a question regarding the conceptual framework of the legal system. Mr. MIHARA answered that there were discussions in Japan on how to integrate 8 laws, e.g. into one law, but at the moment Japan chose the 4 Acts system.

9. Closing remarks
The LSG Convenor thanked the participants and the Deputy Convenor for their excellent contribution to the success of the LSG Meeting, and closed the session at 17:35

Attachment 

APEC TEL 41 MRA Task Force Meeting Report

Taipei, Chinese Taipei, May 6-7, 2010

1. Introduction

Following the APEC TEL 41 Agenda (2010/TEL41/LSG/MRATF/001) , the MRA Task Force meetings and drafting sessions were arranged in the first two days, having both the morning of May 6th and the afternoon of May 7th for the formal meeting agenda whereas both the afternoon of May 6th and the morning of May 7th for the brainstorming of some important issues relating to:

(a) 
whether there would be any new missions or initiatives for the MRA Task Force in the next few years;

(b)  whether there would be a need to prepare a survey / questionnaire to solicit responses from individual Economies in order to understand the concerns and difficulties of some Economies which are not yet participating in the existing MRA Phase I or II; 

(c) 
how the MRA Task Force could further promulgate the published Article entitled “Fostering International Trade: Ten Years of MRA Success”; and 

(d)  how the MRA Task Force could facilitate and raise awareness to the decision makers of those Economies not yet participating in the existing MRA to make the decision to do so. 

The outcome of discussions in the brainstorming sessions will be reported at the appropriate items below in this report.  For the main agenda items, it is necessary for the MRA Task Force to achieve some progress on the following particular main projects / issues: 

(c) Discussion and finalisation of the texts of MRA for Equivalence of Technical Requirements (MRA-ETR) document so that it could be presented to the LSG and the APEC TEL WG for endorsement and then at the up-coming TELMIN8 to seek endorsement from the Ministers before implementation by Economies;

(d) Discussion of market surveillance and the current approaches of some Economies in order that some best practices and guidelines can be developed to facilitate Economies implementation of market surveillance programs in an effective and efficient manner.

Mr. Lawrence Kwan of Hong Kong, China (the Task Force Chair) convened the meetings with Ms. Melinda Tan of Singapore as the Task Force Vice-Chair.  A total of twenty nine delegates participated over the two days representing twelve Economies and several industry groups.  The Task Force Chair welcomed all delegates to the meeting and thanked Chinese Taipei for hosting the meetings with the provision of excellent venue, facilities and logistic support.  

2. Report on the Cancun MRA Task Force meeting

The report on the APEC TEL 40 meeting in Cancun (2010/TEL41/LSG/MRATF/002) was posted on the APEC TEL 41 website facilitating participants to understand the previous discussions and action items in order that they could make contribution and discussion on the current agenda items. No comments on the report were received and the report is considered final.

3. Economy Reports and Updates (2010/TEL41/LSG/MRATF/003-009)
The representatives of the twelve Economies gave updates on their participation in the MRA, developments in their technical regulations, and progress in participation with other economies.  The reports showed that there were significant progress within individual Economies on conformity assessment work and activities such as designation of Conformity Assessment Body (CAB) and testing and product approvals.  A summary of the updates and reports as submitted by them are given in Attachment 1.

4. Industry Case Studies

There were no industry case studies presented at the MRA Task Force meeting.  The Task Force Chair encouraged Economies to request industry users of the MRA to make presentation of their experiences in the coming APEC TEL WG meetings.

5. MRA Task Force Projects

Project E – MRA for equivalence of technical requirements for telecommunications equipment (MRA-ETR):  

In order to follow up the project on MRA-ETR from the last TEL WG meeting, the MRA Task Force continued the discussion.  The meeting walked through the main text of the draft MRA-ETR document (including its annex). Having some thorough discussions, the MRA-ETR document (Attachment 2) was finally adopted by the meeting with some editorial changes, creation of a section on “Definitions” to group all the relevant definitions of the necessary terms in the text under this section etc.  The document was considered to be final and ready for approval / endorsement by APEC mechanism and subsequent implementation by Economies.  The meeting also endorsed the following action items of this project.

Action Items 

-
On behalf of the MRA Task Force, the Task Force Chair would report to the LSG about the adoption of the MRA-ETR document and make presentation to the LSG about the detail of MRA-ETR in order to seek their support and understanding of the arrangement of MRA-ETR (Action completed and discharged) ;

-
In the Plenary II session, the Task Force Chair would also report specifically about this item to seek further support and endorsement from the APEC TEL WG on this project and the deliverable i.e. the MRA-ETR document (Action completed and discharged);

-
The Task Force Chair would request the APEC TEL WG Chair to include in his report to the Ministers in the up-coming TELMIN8 on the outcome of this project and seek the endorsement from the Ministers on the MRA-ETR document. Subsequent to the endorsement by the Ministers at the TELMIN8, Economies would then commence to implement it.

- 
For the coming APEC TEL42, the MRA Task Force would continue its work to set out the detail of the implementation plan and drafting of the guideline document to provide guidance to Economies for implementation.  Consideration would also be given whether the MRA Task Force would need to provide training to explain the detail of MRA-ETR to Economies.

Project F – Stock-take of MRA for Conformity Assessment implementation and benefits: 

At each TEL meeting participating Economies are requested to submit a stock-take of MRA-CA that identifies where an Economy is in the implementation process and which Economies they have implemented with.  Economies are requested to provide any updates to the MRA Task Force Chair.  

Action Item:

Economies are requested to submit any updates or survey results in the future APEC TEL meetings.  The meeting agreed to resume the practice of updating their status and readiness in the implementation of the MRA in future APEC TEL meetings.  For this purpose, the Task Force Vice-Chair would circulate the stock-take form for Economies’ necessary action before the next APEC TEL meeting.

In addition to the above stock-take, the MRA Task Force had discussed the means for which it could assist Economies to enhance or consider participation in  the existing MRA.  The meeting developed and adopted a Survey (Attachment 3) to seek inputs from Economies in order to identify the barriers and challenges encountered by them in the implementation of the existing APEC TEL MRA for Conformity Assessment (MRA-CA), with the aim to address the issues and brainstorm on possible ways to assist Economies to participate in the MRA. 

The Survey form would be dispatched to individual Economies with the assistance of the APEC Secretariat.  All submissions must reach the Task Force Chair by 15 June 2010. The Task Force Chair would summarise the findings in a report to be presented to the future APEC TEL meetings.

Apart from the above Survey, the MRA Task Force also discussed how it could further promulgate the Article entitled “Fostering International Trade: Ten Years of MRA Success” which was published in April 2010 in some relevant journals.  This Article contains the contributions from some participating Economies to the existing MRA about the benefits and status of their participation. The meeting discussed and agreed to adopt the following course of actions.

Actions Item:

· The Task Force Chair would request APEC Secretariat’s assistance to publish the Article in various appropriate APEC publicity channels. The Task Force Chair would coordinate with the APEC Secretariat accordingly;

· On the question about how the MRA Task Force could facilitate and raise awareness to the decision makers of those Economies not yet participating in the existing MRA to make the decision to do so, Members suggested and the meeting endorsed that a cover letter enclosing the Article mentioned above should be disseminated to all Ministers in TELMIN8.  The Article and cover letter would serve to demonstrate the benefits of the existing MRA achieved so far and share the experience of the participating Economies and make an appeal to the Ministers to enhance and increase participation, particularly to those Economies which have not yet participated in the existing MRA.  Canada volunteered to provide a first draft of this covering letter inter-sessionally so that the MRA Task Force may discuss it together with the inputs from Economies collected from the above Survey in the next TEL WG meeting; and

· The Task Force Chair would explore the above approach or any other approaches if found feasible with the APEC Secretariat to achieve the same end. 

6. Training

Chinese Taipei announced to invite Members to attend and participate in the “2010 International Telecommunication Product Accreditation / Certification Technology and Exchange Seminar” on May 10th  which was held on the first floor of the same conference venue. No other upcoming training or workshops were announced.  It was anticipated that after the implementation of the MRA-ETR and collection of inputs from Economies on the Survey, the MRA Task Force may have to discuss what appropriate training needs are required by Economies.

Action Item:
· MRA Task Force Members were asked to provide feedback on topics they would like to cover at future training sessions.

7. Project Proposals

The APEC Secretariat presented and explained to the MRA Task Force on the required procedures for the submission of the project proposals and obtaining the APEC funding. Detail could be found from the relevant documents uploaded at the TEL41 website and/or the APEC main website. (2010/TEL41/LSG/MRATF/012-013)

Action Item:  

· Economies should observe the required procedures in formulating and submitting their project proposals. 

8. CITEL Liaison

Canada provided an update on the parallel MRA work being undertaken by CITEL as follows –

· The CITEL PCC.I committee met on September 29 to October 2, 2009 in Bariloche, Argentina;

· A proposal from Canada, for Market Surveillance collaboration was discussed at this meeting. The proposal included a short questionnaire to be sent to each member state to assess the interest for such collaboration. There were a few editorial changes and a final questionnaire was adopted at the plenary of the Working Group; 

· A contribution paper was presented by Mexico proposing to reject the ITU Mark program as suggested by Resolution 76 from the WTSA-2008. Canada felt that a less abrupt response is in order and that we should wait on the results of the studies that have begun in the various regions to better understand the problematic issue of Interoperability. This proposal was discussed later with Canada, US and Mexico, and a Decision (Document 1884) was produced to:

i) instruct that a detailed analysis regarding the nature of interoperability problems and cost issues of the Mark program be conducted by the Director of TSB; and

ii) to recommend that CITEL members present their views on the advantages and disadvantages regarding the implementation of the proposed ITU Mark program before the next meeting of the COM/CITEL Working Group to Prepare for the Meetings of the Council of the International Telecommunication Union (ITU). 

· The next PCC.I meeting will be held on May 11 to 14, 2010 in Ushuaia, Argentina.  

9. MRA Information Management Resources

The MRA web page information is now available at www.apec.org facilitating the user to go to find up-to-date regulations and contact information for multiple economies at one web location for efficient implementation and operation of the MRA.  In addition to keeping the list of economy web sites and contacts up to date, there were discussions in the past that some potential additional information could be helpful such as a method to share information on the MRA-ETR when it becomes operational and also a location for feedback on the benefits of the MRA or suggestions for improvements.

The APEC Secretariat made a demonstration of how to access the MRA information on the APEC website.  Economies were encouraged to review the information specific to their Economy and provide any updates, particularly the correct URL linkages to their websites to the Task Force Chair for update by the APEC Secretariat.  

Action Item:

MRA Task Force Members should provide any web site updates to the Task Force Chair who will compile the requests and contact the APEC Secretariat to update.

10. Market Surveillance

The purpose of this market surveillance study project is to share and exchange information on procedures, share experience on activities, enhance and facilitate surveillance efforts in the APEC region, and to organize and disseminate information between participants.  It was agreed that market surveillance was necessary to ensure product compliance and to guarantee a fair and competitive market and that continued discussion as a regular agenda item would be beneficial to the Task Force.

As agreed at the last MRA Task Force meeting at TEL40, “Market Surveillance” was adopted as a regular agenda item of the MRA Task Force meeting from TEL41 onward. 

Canada (2010/TEL41/LSG/MRATF/015) and Chinese Taipei (2010/TEL41/LSG/MRATF/016)  gave presentations of their market surveillance regimes to facilitate Economies to understand how market surveillance of telecommunications equipment is conducted in their marketplace in order to safeguard consumer interests and ensure full compliance of telecommunications equipment to the required specifications, particularly with regard to the safety aspects. The presentation materials were uploaded at the TEL41 website and Members may refer to them for reference.

Canada had prepared and presented a proposed questionnaire (Attachment 4) for the objective to survey the surveillance activities conducted by Economies with a view to understanding how the process works based on the various conformity assessment activities and structures of Economies.  The draft questionnaire would be sent by the Task Force Chair to Economies for comments.  The finalised questionnaire would then be disseminated to all Economies for their responses.

Action Item:

- 
MRA Task Force Members are requested to make comments/contribution to the draft questionnaire (currently at the TEL41 website) by 15 June 2010 in order that the Task Force Chair would disseminate this questionnaire to Economies through the help of APEC Secretariat.  The deadline for submission is anticipated to be well before the next TEL WG meeting.

11. Joint Committee

Information was requested regarding issues for the joint committee.  No issues have been brought to the attention of the Task Force Chair since TEL 35.

12. Other Business

The MRA Task Force had discussed whether there would be any other new initiatives and future works for the MRA Task Force.  Members considered that the MRA Task Force may have to follow up the various activities arising from the implementation of MRA-ETR and the project on market surveillance. Some possible issues for the MRA Task Force to discuss and include are: developing guidelines for using the MRA-ETR, sharing market surveillance procedures and information, and cooperation with other organisations such as ASEANsean.  At this moment, it was anticipated that there were not any new initiatives for the MRA Task Force. 

Japan provided a presentation to briefly introduce a new regulatory arrangement related to e-Labels. (2010/TEL41/LSG/MRATF/017)  The presentation (presentation material was uploaded at TEL41 website) was informative to Members for reference.

13. Next Meeting

As usual, it is proposed that the next MRA Task Force meeting be held in the first two days of TEL42.  With the required drafting of guidelines of MRA-ETR and possible training work to be provided to Economies on the existing MRA and/or the MRA-ETR, it is proposed that the TEL42 host would provide the following arrangements.

	
	Activity
	Venue/facilities

	Day 1 Morning
	MRATF Session 1
	Conventional APEC arrangement

	Day1 Afternoon
	MRATF Drafting or Training Session
	Informal room for up to 25 people with projector

	Day 2 Morning
	MRATF Drafting or Training Session
	Informal room for up to 25 people with projector

	Day 2 Afternoon
	MRATF Session 2
	Conventional APEC arrangement


14. Close

The Task Force Chair closed the meeting with thanks to the hosts, Task Force Vice-Chair Melinda Tan and all the Members of the MRA Task Force participating in the meeting.  The overall attendance list of the MRA Task Force main meetings and brainstorming sessions is given in Attachment 5.

Attachment 1

Update of MRA Activities and Changes to Technical Regulations

	Canada
	Technical regulations (Annex I of MRA): 

Since the last meeting of this Task Force, Industry Canada has amended some of its technical requirements for radio and terminal equipment.

· Technical Requirements published since the last meeting (after September 2009):

 

1. RSS-102 - Radio Frequency Exposure Compliance of Radiocommunication Apparatus (All Frequency Bands), Issue 4, March 2010

2. RSS-119 - Land Mobile and Fixed Radio Transmitters and Receivers Operating in the Frequency Range 27.41-960 MHz, Issue 10, April 2010

3. RSS-196 - Point-to-Multipoint Broadband Equipment Operating in the Band 512-608 MHz and 614-698 MHz for Rural Remote Broadband System (RRBS) (TV Channels 21 to 51), Issue 1, March 2010

4. RSS-197 - Wireless Broadband Access Equipment Operating in the Band 3650-3700 MHz, Issue 1, February 2010

5. RSS-199 - Broadband Radio Service (BRS) Equipment Operating in the Band 2500-2690 MHz, Issue 1, January 2010

6. RSS-243 - Active Medical Implants Operating in the 401-406 MHz Band, Issue 3, February 2010

7. CS-03, Part I - Requirements for Terminal Equipment and Related Access Arrangements Intended for Direct Connection to Analogue Wireline Facilities, Issue 9, Amendment 4, March 2010 

· Procedure documents published since the last meeting (after September 2009):

DC-01 - Procedure for Declaration of Conformity and Registration of Terminal Equipment, Issue 4, March 2010

· Industry Canada is in the process of amending the following procedures:

CB-02: Recognition Criteria, and Administrative and Operational Requirements Applicable to Certification Bodies for the Certification of Radio Apparatus to Industry Canada’s Standards and Specifications
The new amendment of CB-02 will introduce five (5) new radio scopes of accreditation which will replace the current Scope A – Radio, under Phase II. These new scopes are:

Radio Scope 1 – Licensed-Exempt Radio Frequency Devices 

Radio Scope 2 – Licensed Personal Mobile Radio Services
Radio Scope 3 – Licensed General Mobile and Fixed Radio Services
Radio Scope 4 – Licensed Maritime and Aviation Radio Services

Radio Scope 5 – Licensed Fixed Microwave Radio Services 

These new scopes will come into effect upon the publication of Issue 5 of CB-02.

Canada’s MRA implementation update:
Canada is actively implementing Phase I and Phase II of the APEC TEL MRA on conformity assessment for telecommunications equipment:

· Under Phase I, Canada has designated 12 Canadian testing laboratories to test to the technical requirements of six participating economies, and has recognized 53 foreign testing laboratories from APEC economies to test to Canadian requirements. For information on Phase I, please visit the following websites:

http://strategis.ic.gc.ca/epic/internet/inceb-bhst.nsf/en/tt00065e.html, and
http://strategis.ic.gc.ca/epic/internet/inceb-bhst.nsf/en/tt00064e.html
· Under Phase II, Canada has designated two (2) Canadian certification bodies to certify to the technical requirements of three participating economies, and has recognized 17 foreign certification bodies from APEC economies to certify to Canadian requirements. For information on Phase II, please visit the following web sites:
http://strategis.ic.gc.ca/epic/internet/inceb-bhst.nsf/en/tt00068e.html, and 
http://strategis.ic.gc.ca/epic/internet/inceb-bhst.nsf/en/tt00067e.html

	Hong Kong, China
	To date, Hong Kong, China has reached MRA with Australia, Canada, Singapore, Chinese Taipei and USA for the implementation of Phase I procedures. Meanwhile, Hong Kong, China has also reached MRA with Canada and USA for the implementation of Phase II procedures. Hong Kong, China was one of the economies ready for participating in the Phase I procedures when the MRA scheme was newly introduced in 1999. Our participation in the Phase II procedures started in April 2005. 

Phase I implementation

2.
OFTA has designated 6 local testing laboratories for recognition by other APEC member economies. Among the 6 designated testing laboratories, one is recognised by Canada, one by Singapore and the other four by the USA. On the other hand, OFTA has also recognised 13 foreign testing laboratories designated by other APEC member economies including three laboratories designated by Chinese Taipei, one by Singapore, one by Canada and eight by the USA. 

Phase II implementation

3. Hong Kong, China has a relatively short history in the implementation of Phase II procedures. To date, OFTA has recognized one foreign certification body designated by Canada. Meanwhile, OFTA has designated a local CB for recognition by one of the participating Economies and the request is in the pipeline. It is expected that Hong Kong, China will have the first CB recognised by a member Economy in the near future. When the local or foreign CBs know more about the benefits of APEC TEL MRA and the business opportunities it will bring about, they will be interested in becoming recognised CBs. It is believed that the number of CBs requesting for OFTA’s designation and recognition will definitely increase with time.

Information and contact

4. The detailed information and procedures relevant to the implementation of MRA are available at the dedicated APECTEL MRA webpage http://www.ofta.gov.hk/en/tec/apectel_mra.html of OFTA website. We are ready to partner with any APEC member economies to implement MRA Phase I / II procedures. Any APEC member economy who is interested in becoming MRA Phase I / II partners of Hong Kong, China or has any enquiries on our latest implementation of APEC TEL MRA may approach us by sending email to standards@ofta.gov.hk. 

New arrangement for the provision of testing / certification services

5.
Starting from October 2009, OFTA has transferred the testing and certification services to local competent local certification bodies (“LCBs”). From that date, OFTA has no longer provided testing and certifications services. This is an arrangement that is in line with the worldwide trend of relying on the private sector to conduct communications equipment testing/certification services and also in line with the Government's policy for promoting and developing the testing and certification industry. It is believed that the new arrangement will help promote the development of the local industry, and provide a wider choice of testing / certification service to the telecommunications industry. Although OFTA does not provide the services any more, it plays another role to monitor the service quality and the performance of the LCBs. OFTA will check and review the work of LCBs on a regular basis to ensure that they meet the necessary standards.

6.
To date, OFTA has authorized five LCBs to provide a full range of testing and certification services with a scope not less than that previously operated by OFTA. There is no limit on the number of LCBs. Interested parties wishing to join the scheme may contact OFTA for authorization. 

7.
It must emphasize that the transfer of testing / certification services from OFTA to the private sector is nothing to do with Hong Kong China’s commitment and incentive in implementing APEC TEL MRA. 

 

	Chinese Taipei
	In Chinese Taipei, National Communications Commission (NCC) is the Regulatory /Designating Authority under the APEC TEL MRA. NCC receives and processes the applications for designation from Chinese Taipei testing laboratories and Chinese Taipei certification bodies that wish to be recognized by other economies under the APEC TEL MRA.  

The guidance NCC provides to Chinese Taipei conformity assessment bodies on both the general and specific requirements for applying can be found at the following URL: http://www.ncc.gov.tw/english/gradation.aspx?site_content_sn=8
The Chinese Taipei is taking part in with 5 economies in Phase I and 1 economy in Phase II. 

Under MRA Phase I, Chinese Taipei has recognized 18 CABs from other economies and designated 11 CABs that has been recognized by other economies.

The details about that Chinese Taipei has implemented Phase I and Phase II of the APEC TEL MRA with the economies are noted in the tables below.  

I. CHINESE TAIPEI TESTING LABS RECOGNIZED BY OTHER ECONOMIES

Economies – Phase I

# of Chinese Taipei Lab Locations Recognized

Australia

7

Canada

8
Hong Kong

3
Singapore

6
USA

6
II. OTHER ECONOMIES TESTING LABS RECOGNIZED BY CHINESE TAIPEI
Economies – Phase I

# of Other Economies Lab Locations Recognized
Australia

1
Canada

5
Singapore

1
USA

11
III. OTHER ECONOMY CERTIFICATION BODY RECOGNIZED BY CHINESE TAIPEI
Economies – Phase II

# of Other Economy Certification Body Recognized
Canada

1
With respect to EMC Testing scope of TTE, the NCC accepts the test report to CNS 13438 C6357 issued by the Bureau of Standards, Metrology & Inspection (BSMI) or its recognized testing laboratories (including foreign MRA CABs). The list of approved EMC laboratories recognized by the BSMI is available at the BSMI website.

Under the MRA, the BSMI has recognized 105 EMC testing laboratories in APEC economies including Australia, Canada, Singapore and the US.

The details about the BSMI has implemented the MRA with the economies are noted in the tables below.

LIST OF EMC TESTING LABORATORIES RECOGNIZED BY THE BSMI UNDER THE MRA WITH OTHER ECONOMIES

Economies

# of Other Economies EMC laboratories Recognized
Australia

1
Canada

7
Singapore

2
USA

95
There were several technical standards and regulations under development since last APEC TEL meeting. These standards include the technical specification of mobile handset that follows the Universal Charging Solution of GSMA, the technical specification of Home Base Station (Femtocell), etc. Once these specifications have been approved, they will be uploaded on NCC’s website for reference. 

NOTE:   For the list of foreign CABs recognized by Chinese Taipei under the APEC TEL MRA, please refer to the following URL: http://www.ncc.gov.tw/english/content.aspx?site_content_sn=97&is_history=0


	Malaysia


	Malaysia to date has not engaged with any MRA under the APEC TEL. Malaysia however has engaged in Phase 1 MRA with Singapore in the ASEAN Telecommunications Regulators Council (ATRC). Nonetheless Malaysia is currently looking into playing a more active role in the APEC TEL MRA and possibilities for MRA with other APEC TEL economies.  

Technical Regulation

Malaysia is currently reviewing 8 of its 16 technical specifications via its industry forum, Malaysian Technical Standards Forum Berhad (MTSFB). The forum is designated under the Communications and Multimedia Act 1998. The specifications under reviewed are as follows:

Line Technical Specification

1. SKMM LTS P-ACLIP, Technical Specification for Analogue Calling Line Identity Presentation (A-CLIP) Facility for Connection to Public Switched Telephone Network (PSTN);
2. SKMM LTS P-PABX, Technical Specification for Private Automatic Branch Exchange (PABX) System for Connection to Public Switched Telephone Network (PSTN); and

3. SKMM LTS PSTN, Technical Specification for Terminal Equipment Connecting to the Public Switched Telephone Network (PSTN)
Wireless Technical Specification

4. SKMM WTS BWA, Technical Specification for Broadband Wireless Access (BWA) Equipment;
5. SKMM WTS GSM, Technical Specification for GSM Mobile Terminals;
6. SKMM WTS IMT, Technical Specification for IMT-2000 Third-Generation (3G) Cellular Mobile Terminals;
7. SKMM WTS SRD, Technical Specification for Short Range Devices (SRD); and
8. SKMM WTS STB-FTA, Technical Specification for Free To Air Digital Terrestrial Television Receiver(Set-Top-Box)

It is expected that the reviewed specifications above would be completed as early as Quarter 4, 2010.



	USA
	Recent FCC updates/high profile issues include: 

-FCC sent Broadband report to US Congress March 2010.  The report is viewable online at www.broadband.gov/plan.  Primary goals are to improve broadband access across US including rural areas and increase broadband speeds overall.  

-FCC 09-66 -Notice of Inquiry on Innovation.  The FCC is asked for comments on a broad range of issues related to what can be done by the FCC to make it easier for new products to get to the market? What FCC processes are helping and should be expanded, what processes need to be modified, and what process can be eliminated.  The comment period has ended and comments are being reviewed.

- FCC recognized a new domestic accrediting body (ANSI-ASQ National Accreditation Board/ACLASS) to accredit testing laboratories to ISO/IEC 17025 for testing to Part 15/18 of the FCC Rules.  See Public Notice DA 09-2049 (ET Docket 09-161) 

-FCC 10-13 Wireless Microphone rulemaking.  700 MHz band operation prohibited after Jun 12, 2010

-Standards issue:

- IEEE ANSI C63.10-2009 standard for testing unlicensed wireless devices measurement procedure published.  FCC Public Notice DA-09-2478 allows use.  Rulemaking to make use mandatory under consideration.


- ANSI C63.4-2009 Standard for RF Device Measurement Procedure 
released.  FCC Public Notice DA-09-2478 allows use.  Rulemaking to make use mandatory under consideration. 

-Part 68 TTE technical requirements standard TIA 968B will replace TIA 968A in March 2011.

              -FCC Webpage Enhancement


-FCC Knowledge Database (KDB) www.fcc.gov/labhelp has multiple new 
policy publications.


-Draft Publication webpage created to publish proposed policies related to 


Equipment Authorization to allow people opportunity to comment before 


Policies finalized.




Current drafts include:





TCB Roles and Responsibilities update





TCB Post Grant Surveillance requirements update





Accredited Testing Laboratory Roles and Responsibilities





Accredited Testing Laboratory Checklist update


XML/RSS Updates in progress:




Enhanced export options and database downloads




Automatic notifications of FCC actions




XML/CSV/PDF/Excel exports of all searches.

Additional information available at the FCC Knowledge Database: www.fcc.gov/labhelp or www.fcc.gov. 

The US is participating with eight APEC economies in phase I: Australia, Canada, Chinese Taipei, Hong Kong, Japan (not APEC MRA) Singapore, South Korea and Vietnam.

The US is participating in phase II with four APEC economies: Canada, Hong Kong, Japan and Singapore.

FCC Recognized Phase I CABs ~285 total, ~125 in APEC economies.

FCC Recognized Phase II CABs 34 total, 3 in APEC economies.  

-2 new CABs in Asia pending

98+ % of equipment requiring Certification is approved by Phase II CABs

~3420 products Certified thru April 2010.  2010 projected total over 11,000.

10867 products Certified in 2009.  

The National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) is the US Designating Authority under the APEC TEL MRA. 

The U.S has implemented Phase I and Phase II of the APEC TEL MRA with the following economies: 

I.  U.S. CAB DESIGNATIONS 

Phase I - # of U.S. CAB Locations Recognized 

Australia - 21

Canada - 33

Chinese Taipei:  88 (BSMI) and 11 (NCC)

Hong Kong:  8

Korea:  67

Singapore:  31

Vietnam:  Available for US CABS since April of 2009 - 5 

Phase II:  # of U.S. CAB Locations Recognized 

Canada:  16

Hong Kong:  Available for US CABS since June of 2009 - no activity yet

Singapore:  5 

2.  U.S. ACCREDITATION BODIES 

NIST has listed the following accreditation bodies as acceptable for use by U.S. CABS seeking designation and recognition under the APEC TEL MRA. 

ISO-IEC 17025 Laboratory Accreditation: 

American Association for Laboratory Accreditation (A2LA)

ANSI-ASQ National Accreditation Board -ACLASS (ACLASS) 

National Voluntary Laboratory Accreditation Program (NVLAP) 

ISO-IEC Guide 65 Certification Body Accreditation: 

American Association for Laboratory Accreditation (A2LA)

American National Standards Institute (ANSI) 

3. OTHER ACTIVE MRAs
The U.S also participates in the following other mutual recognition agreements for conformity assessment of telecommunications equipment :

· United States – European Union (status : operational)

· United States with EEA (European Economic Area) EFTA (European Free Trade Association) – Iceland, Norway and Liechtenstein (status : operational)

· United States – Japan (status : expected to be operational by June 2010)

· CITEL Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (status : not yet operational)



	Vietnam
	1. Legislation and regulation changes

- Telecommunications Law and Radio frequency Law approved and will take effects from July 1st. The Telecommunications Law decides to establish telecommunication regulatory body inside the Ministry of Information and Communication to separate between policy making and regulatory functions.

- Standards for IT and communications are now in amending and transition, draft and new technical regulations/standards can be found at http://www.mic.gov.vn/tbt/ 

2. MRA implementation updates

- Vietnam have MRA with United States and Korea for implementation Phase I procedures.

- Vietnam recognized 05 US testing labs under MRA between United States and Vietnam.




Attachment 2

Mutual Recognition Arrangement for Equivalence of Technical Requirements (MRA-ETR)

INTRODUCTION
In response to the APEC Leaders declaration to further reduce transactional costs throughout the region, Ministers agreed at TELMIN 6 that a mutual recognition arrangement (MRA) be developed and implemented to facilitate the recognition of equivalence of technical requirements.

The APEC TEL Mutual Recognition Arrangement for Conformity Assessment of Telecommunications Equipment was endorsed by the APEC Telecommunications Ministers in June 1998 and came into effect on July 1, 1999 as the first such multilateral arrangement in the telecommunications sector.  

Amongst participating economies, experience has shown the MRA for Conformity Assessment has provided reduced costs and greater efficiency in the conformity assessment process while reducing the time to market for new products and technologies.

The MRA for Conformity Assessment facilitates the recognition of each other’s conformity assessment results. The MRA for Equivalence of Technical Requirements facilitates the recognition of equivalent technical and provides for a further reduction in the costs of conformity assessment. 

TELMIN8 endorsed this arrangement on MMDDYYYY.  Upon which an economy elects to implement the MRA for ETR they should notify the APEC TEL WG Chair.

DEFINITIONS
A “Party” means an APEC member economy that chooses to implement this arrangement by notifying the APEC TEL WG Chair.
“Technical Requirements” means the elements of Parties’ Technical Regulations that form the criteria against which conformity assessment of equipment is conducted.

 “Equivalent / Equivalence” (of Technical Requirements), means that two or more Parties’ requirements have the same outcome.  Compliance equipment with one Party’s requirements is deemed to meet those of the other Party or Parties.
“Regulatory Authority” means an agency responsible for telecommunications requirements within an Economy.

PURPOSE OF THE ARRANGEMENT
The MRA for Equivalence of Technical Requirements builds upon the MRA for Conformity Assessment of Telecommunications Equipment (hereafter referred to as the MRA for Conformity Assessment) to further streamline conformity assessment for a range of telecommunications and telecommunications-related equipment and thereby facilitate trade among the Parties.  Clause 4.4 of the MRA for Conformity Assessment states that: “This Arrangement does not constitute an acceptance of the standards or technical regulations of a Party by the other Parties, or mutual recognition of the equivalence of such standards or technical regulations”.  This MRA for Equivalence of Technical Requirements builds on the MRA for Conformity Assessment by defining a process for the recognition of equivalent standards or technical requirements  

The benefits of recognizing equivalent technical requirements for equipment manufacturers are a reduction of costs, specifically those associated with:

· the production of multiple equipment variants for different economies;

· the need for multiple tests or equipment approvals;

· loss of sales through the excessive effort required to accessing smaller markets;

· time to market.

Benefits to consumers are reduced purchase costs and a greater range of equipment being available.

For Parties participating in the MRA the regulator in the importing party is responsible for making the determination of equivalence.  To minimize the workload of the regulator the burden of justifying equivalence is placed on the requestor.

GENERAL PROVISIONS

1. This Arrangement is voluntary.

2. This is an economy–to-economy Arrangement.

3. By notifying the APEC TEL WG Chair of its readiness to implement this MRA, a Party is only agreeing to consider requests for recognition of equivalence from other participating regulators.

4. The receiving Party agrees to review and make a determination of equivalence or specify why a standard isn’t equivalent.

SCOPE 

This Arrangement may be applied to any technical requirements, including any associated administrative arrangements if desired by a Party.

PROCEDURES FOR RECOGNITION OF EQUIVALENCE

The procedures that Parties will use to recognise equivalent technical requirements are set forth in Appendix A, Procedures for Recognition of Equivalence of Technical Requirements..

All requests for consideration of equivalence shall be made via the regulatory authority of the requestor.  That regulatory authority shall ensure that requests are accurate in terms of the information contained about the Party’s own technical requirements and that requests are justified and include supporting documentation and analysis.

A Party has the right to reject submissions that are not justified or adequately supported.

A Party will consider the equivalence of one or more other Parties’ technical requirements upon receipt of a formal request.

A Party will ensure that its Regulatory Authority:

a)
has a procedure to review and accept/reject requests as promptly as possible after receipt and to advise the Party of its preliminary decision within 90 calendar days of the request;

b)
takes appropriate steps to make public a list of the technical requirement(s) deemed equivalent;

c)
has a system in place to notify other Parties when technical requirements recognised as equivalent are to be amended, replaced or withdrawn;

d)
upon receipt of advice from another Party’s that a technical requirement recognised as equivalent is to be amended or replaced, takes appropriate measures to review the status of that requirement and either continue or withdraw recognition.

Where a Regulatory Authority’s rules and procedures require any new technical requirement to be subjected to a process of stakeholder review or consultation before being authorised, an equivalent technical requirement of another Party will be treated equally to any of the Regulatory Authority’s own technical requirements.

COMMENCING THE ARRANGEMENT AND INITIATING PARTICIPATION

Those economies that intend to participate in this Arrangement shall notify the APEC TEL Chair that they are prepared to initiate participation.  

The notification should include contact information for persons responsible for the activities under this Arrangement and indicate any limitations.  Immediately after receiving a notification from a Party, the APEC TEL Chair will disseminate the information received.

INFORMATION EXCHANGE AND MANAGEMENT 

The implementation of this Arrangement is reliant upon the effective exchange of current information.  The Parties shall: 


a)
provide and maintain all information pertaining to their participation in this Arrangement on their Regulatory Authority’s web-site MRA page;


b)
ensure that there is a designated contact person or persons with the authority and resources to deal with stakeholder enquiries;


c)
have procedures to ensure the timely and effective delivery of notifications to Parties and stakeholders of changes to technical regulations and requirements, recognitions of equivalence, contact persons and any other information relevant to the this Arrangement.  

JOINT COMMITTEE
The Parties may establish a Joint Committee, consisting of representatives of each Party.  The Joint Committee will meet at the request of any Party to the MRA to assist in the effective implementation of the Arrangement.  The Joint Committee will determine its own rules of procedure.  

All decisions of the Joint Committee will be made by consensus, unless the Parties mutually decide otherwise.  Decisions of the Joint Committee will not erode the regulatory authority of a Party. 

PRESERVATION OF REGULATORY AUTHORITY
Each Party retains all authority under its laws and regulations to interpret and implement its Technical Regulations governing equipment included within the scope of this Arrangement.

Nothing in this Arrangement will be construed to limit the authority of a Party to determine the level of protection it considers appropriate with regard to safety, the protection of consumers, and otherwise with regards to risks of concern to the Party.

Nothing in this Arrangement will be construed to limit the authority of a Party to take all appropriate measures whenever it ascertains that equipment may not meet the Party’s Technical Regulations.  Such measures may include carrying out surveillance activities, prohibiting connection of the equipment to the public telecommunications network, withdrawing the equipment from the market, prohibiting their placement on the market, restricting their free movement, initiating an equipment recall, or otherwise preventing the recurrence of such problems, including through a prohibition on imports.  If a Party takes such action, it will notify the affected Parties within fifteen days of taking such action, providing its reasons.

AMENDMENT AND TERMINATION OF ARRANGEMENT

This Arrangement may be amended by the mutual, written consent of all the economies which have endorsed this arrangement in accordance with APEC TEL approval processes.

Any Party may terminate its participation in this Arrangement by giving the APEC TEL WG Chair six months notice in writing.  

MRA for Equivalence of Technical Requirements

Appendix A – Procedures for Recognition of Equivalence of Technical Requirements 

This document is intended to detail the general procedures for how to implement the MRA for Equivalence of Technical Requirements.

1. A party who would like to request equivalence for a technical requirement analyses two or more economies’ technical requirement and generates a proposal comparing and demonstrating the equivalence of the technical requirements of economies under consideration.

a. The proposal should clearly identify what equivalence is being requested for.

b. The proposal should provide a detailed comparison for each economy’s technical requirements for which equivalence is requested.

c. The proposal should identify all differences between each economy’s technical requirements and justify why the differences are acceptable for all involved economies.

2. Since this MRA is a government to government arrangement, the requesting party should then submit all supporting information to the regulatory authority in its own economy.

3. The regulatory authority of the requesting party should review the proposal. If it supports the proposal, it should forward the proposal and a brief summary with contact information to  all regulatory authorities specified in the request and notify the APEC TEL MRA Task Force Chair who will forward the summary of the technical requirements being considered for equivalence to the MRA Task Force and the Economies involved.  For additional details on the request for equivalence, Economies may contact the regulatory authorities identified in the summary provided by the APEC TEL MRA Task Force Chair.

4. Economies that are informed through the APEC TEL MRA Task Force Chair and wish to participate in the arrangement should generate a proposal comparing and demonstrating the equivalence of the technical requirements and submit it to the regulatory authorities in each economy specified in the request and provide a brief summary to the APEC TEL MRA Task Force Chair.

5. Receiving regulatory authorities specified in the request should review and make a determination on equivalence which could be:

a. Full equivalence.

b. No equivalency and the regulatory authority should provide the reasons why there is no equivalence.

c. There are differences which are acceptable by the receiving regulatory authority.

6. The receiving regulatory authorities should notify the requesting economies and the APEC TEL MRA Task Force Chair of the determination. At the next meeting the APEC TEL MRA Task Force Chair will inform the MRA Task Force of the outcome.

7. It would be up to the economies to decide when they would begin their implementation. It is noted that in order to implement this MRA, most economies will have to make changes to their regulations and develop new administrative procedures. Upon the arrangement becoming operational or withdrawal from the arrangement, economies should notify the APEC TEL MRA Task Force Chair who will inform the MRA Task Force at the next meeting.

Attachment 3
MRA Implementation Survey


May 2010

Purpose:

The purpose of this survey is to identify the barriers and challenges encountered by APEC TEL economies in the implementation of the existing APEC TEL MRA for Conformity Assessment (MRA-CA), with the aim to address the issues and brainstorm on possible ways to assist economies to participate in the MRA. 

Confidentiality:
The economy specific information that is collected through this survey will only be available to the MRA Task Force Chair and Vice Chair. Results will be presented in summarized format that doesn’t identify economy specific information. Economies’ identities will not be revealed in any publication or presentation of the results of this survey unless individual Economy agrees it is acceptable to do so. There are no foreseeable risks in participating in this survey. 

Submitting the survey:
Please return your completed survey, including any additional information which you may consider beneficial to the survey, to Mr. Lawrence Kwan, Chair of the APEC TEL MRA Task Force, at smkwan@ofta.gov.hk, by June 15, 2010. 

Questions:
1) Is your economy implementing the MRA-CA currently?
Check one:
 Yes




 No

Skip to 4


2) (If Yes), are you implementing both Phase I and II?
Check one:
     Yes


Skip to 6

 No  
 

3) (If No), which Phase do you have?
Check one:
Phase I
Phase II

4) What are the reason(s) for not implementing either or both phases of the MRA?
Check all that apply:
 Lack of understanding of the MRA 

 Low priority in work plan to implement 

 Lack of authority or legislative power

 Lack of conformity assessment infrastructure – CABs, technical regulations, accreditation bodies, etc.

 Lack of resources (please list them out)

____________________________________________________________

 Do not believe in the benefits of the MRA

 Lack of support or demand from private sector

 Other: ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​- ____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

5) How can the APEC TEL MRATF help or assist your economy to implement the MRA?

Check all that apply:

Provide local training directly to your organization and/or to your industry

Provide translation services to the language of your economy

Other: ______________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

6) Would your economy be willing to identify the department/agency responsible for implementing MRAs and explain to the MRA Task Force in the future APEC TEL meetings your relevant technical regulations and conformity assessment regime? 

Check one:

Yes 
Please attach the required information to the MRA Task Force Chair so that it may be provided to other economies.

No

Attachment 4

MRA Task Force Meeting

Taipei

6-7 May 2010

Proposed Questionnaire on Market Surveillance

Purpose: Discussion

Submitted by: Canada
Abstract

At the APEC TEL 40 MRA Task Force meeting, Canada proposed that a discussion on Market Surveillance of telecommunications equipment be added to the Task Force agenda as a regular item.  The goal of the discussions is to share and exchange information on procedures, share experience on activities, enhance and facilitate surveillance efforts in the APEC region, and to organize and disseminate information between participants.  It was agreed that market surveillance was necessary to ensure product compliance and to guarantee a fair and competitive market and that continued discussion as a regular agenda item would be of benefit to the Task Force.

Purpose

This contribution takes the form of a questionnaire for the purpose of collecting, sharing and exchanging information on market surveillance activities, conducted by APEC economies, in view of promoting collaboration in this area. The collected information will then be used to develop market surveillance guidelines for APEC TEL economies.

Proposed Questions:


1) Does your economy have in place a Market Surveillance (MS) program for telecommunications equipment?

Check one:
Yes




No



2) Would it be helpful for your economy if the APEC TEL MRA Task Force developed a market surveillance guideline document?

Check one:
Yes




No

3) Does your Regulatory Authority have the mandate to carry out market surveillance activities?

Check one:
Yes
Skip to 6



No


4) (If NO), is your Regulatory Authority interested in implementing a market surveillance program?
Check one:
Yes



No


5) Which Regulatory Authority in your economy is in charge of market surveillance of telecommunications equipment?
___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

6) Does your Regulatory Authority have the legal authority to take action when non-compliant equipment is identified? 
Check one:
Yes



No


7) Does your economy test equipment for the purpose of market surveillance? 

Check one:
Yes



No



8) (If YES), what criteria do you use to select these equipment?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

9) Do your market surveillance procedures specify a sample size (e.g. a percentage of the products deployed in the market) for the auditing of telecommunications equipment? 
Check one:
Yes



No 
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10) (If YES), what is the sample size?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

11) How often are audits conducted? 
___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

12) Does your economy test equipment for RF Exposure
Check one:
Yes



No 
skip to 14


13)  (If YES), what percentage of equipment is tested for specific absorption rate (SAR) compliance? 
___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

14) Once a piece of equipment is found non-compliant, do you select other samples of the same model to verify the non-compliance?  

Check one:
Yes



No 
skip to 16


15) (If YES), how many more samples do you select?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

16) Does the Regulatory Authority in charge of market surveillance have specific absorption rate (SAR) testing capabilities? 
Check one:
Yes
skip to 18


No 



17) (If NO):
a. Please identify the reasons.

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

b. Who performs SAR testing during an audit?

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

18) Who covers the costs of SAR testing? 
___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

19) Does the responsibility of the cost depend on the compliance of the device?
Check one:
Yes



No

20) What are the enforcement actions taken in the case of non-compliance?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

21) If your economy does not perform market surveillance of telecommunications equipment, do Certification Bodies (CB) perform market surveillance instead? 

Check one:
Yes



No 
skip to 23


22) (If YES), what is the procedure they follow?  What procedures do they follow when non-compliance is detected?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________


23) Does your economy share market surveillance information with other economies? 
Check one:
Yes



No 



24) Does your economy have interest in market surveillance activity exchange of information, including non conformity information? The European Community has some databases (CIRCA
 and ICSMS
) for registration of national market surveillance activities and their members can register equipment that has been tested to avoid duplication of work among EU countries.
Check one:
Yes



No 
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	Singapore
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	james@ncc.gov.tw 
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	Chinese Taipei
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	roger@ttc.org.tw 

	
	Wanji Yang
	Chinese Taipei
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	wanjiy@taftw.org.tw

	
	Shieh Jhih Chang
	Chinese Taipei
	NCC
	Jcchang@ncc.gov.tw

	
	Nigel Jou
	Chinese Taipei
	APLAC
	Nigel-jou@taftw.org.tw

	
	Major Chan
	Chinese Taipei
	ATCB
	major@atcb.com

	
	George Tannahill
	USA
	FCC
	George.Tannahill@fcc.gov 

	
	Ramona Saar
	USA
	NIST
	Ramona.saar@nist.gov 

	
	Bill Graff
	USA
	TCB
	whgrahh@hotmail.com

	
	John Struble
	USA
	Department of State
	strublejw@state.gov

	
	Do Phuong Nam
	Vietnam
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	Dinh Hai Dang
	Vietnam
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	dhdang@mic.gov.vn


Annex C  

SECURITY AND PROSPERITY STEERING GROUP MEETING REPORT

APECTEL41, TAIPEI, CHINESE TAIPEI

MAY 10~11, 2010
Convenor: Jinhyun Cho, Republic of Korea 

Deputy Convenor: Jordana Siegel, United States and Sabeena Oberoi, Australia

1.  WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION

The Convenor expressed the gratitude to Chinese Taipei and welcomed all economies for coming to Taipei for the Security and Prosperity Steering Group(SPSG) meeting in TEL41. SPSG members reviewed and adopted the agenda (2010/TEL41/SPSG/001)

2.  CHINESE TAIPEI’S APPROACH TO CYBERSECURITY (2010/TEL41/SPSG/002)

Chinese Taipei provided an overview of their new initiatives, including a Cyber Health Check for Government agencies and the establishment of a Government Information Sharing and Analysis Center (G-ISAC).  

3.  NEW PROJECT PROPOSALS FOR TEL 41

The APEC Secretariat announced the new rules and procedures for applying for APEC funded projects. (2010/TEL41/PLEN/015-017)

a) Deployment of Disaster Information Distribution System and Service Model by NGO Exemplar Platforms (Joint DSG-SPSG Project) (2010/TEL41/SPSG/003)

Self-funded project 

Proposing Economy: Chinese Taipei

Co-sponsoring Economies: Japan and Thailand

This project is also being introduced in the DSG.  The intent of the project is to address the information gap between the government and the people during a disaster by leveraging the role of Non-Governmental Organizations. 

Economies commented about how this effort will be managed going forward, given that it is DSG as well as SPSG project, and  that each SG may provide different perspectives, so both need to be informed as the work moves forward.

4.  REPORT OF WORKSHOPS
a) Cyber Security Voluntary Internet Service Provider Codes of Practice (2010/TEL41/SPSG/004)

Australia provided a report on the ISP Codes of Practice Workshop.  The workshop included participation from various economies and produced a number of key outcomes. 

A virtual working group will be formed in order to take the work forward to develop guidelines or principles.  This will then be presented to TEL 42 in Brunei for approval/endorsement of the guidelines. Australia will circulate an email to invite participation in the virtual working group.

The OECD also provided clarification regarding the work that is currently underway in the OECD following the March meeting of the OECD/WPISP. Australia proposed that OECD work on role of ISPs in improving cybersecurity and plan to carry forward this work.  In the end, the project would be a joint project of the OECD.  The OECD/WPISP also created a volunteer group of delegates to carry out this work. The group has started to work and is beginning to develop scope/objectives. In December, the OECD/WPISP work will produce a report.  The work in the SPSG is intended to be complementary and will not duplicate the OECD/WPISP work.  

The Convenor mentioned unique characteristics of APEC, consisting of developed and developing economies and OECD, consisting of developed countries can give different needs for deliverables. Australia, as project leader in both APEC and OECD, can make the deliverables complementary and with synergy. 

b) Capacity Building within the Asia-Pacific Region in the Prevention of Child Sexual Exploitation Facilitated through the Internet 

There are three phases to this project.  The work began with a stock-take of APEC economies on current crime prevention initiatives.  Australia received 8 responses from economies.  

The second stage was a workshop held on May 8, 2010.  There are a few areas of focus within the workshop.  

Observations include the need to strengthen law enforcement from member economies; consistency regarding definitions and legal framework is helpful; and capability/capacity building is needed for protection online/offline, specifically training for investigators.

The future direction for this work includes education/awareness raising initiatives.  In addition, a training workshop for selected law enforcement personnel – conduct training regarding online investigations either at a future TEL or through the Jakarta Center for Law Enforcement Cooperation. 

Australia plans to submit a summary report of the workshop and then the SPSG can discuss next steps at TEL 42 in Brunei.  Australia will also follow-up to consult with economies on two items – the type of type of training and timing/location of training.

5.  PROJECT UPDATES AND REPORT
a) International PKI and e-Authentication Training Program (2010/TEL41/SPSG/005) 

Chinese Taipei appreciated the continuous support from economies and noted that 2010 PKI/e-Authentication Training Program will be held during September 1-7. It is encouraged that every economy could help respond to the coming PKI/e-Authentication Advancement Survey in order to include valuable updates.

b) Handheld Mobile Device Security Workshop

Malaysia has called for participation from economics to form a virtual working group that will draft Best Practices and Guidelines on Handheld Mobile Device Security document, in APEC TEL 40 at Cancun,. About 5 economies responded and the group was formed with 10 members. Malaysia is currently drafting the document based on the draft outline discussed in the group. Based on feedback and recommendation for the document, the document can be more informative by including the following: 

1. A section that gives a brief study on the various smart phone platform and its security implications. Study will include platforms such as Iphone, Blackberry, Symbian and others.

2. Reports from economies on their efforts to keep the handheld mobile device users secure. A survey questionnaire will be prepared and circulated to collect information from the economies.

c) Cyber Security Awareness Raising
The United States reported that they held a meeting of the Virtual Working Group at the TEL to discuss next steps for the awareness raising work.  The Working Group agreed to finalized top-tips, consider creating a slogan that can be utilized within the TEL, to conduct a stock-take of current awareness raising activities, and to promote an exhibition of current cybersecurity awareness posters at the TELMIN.  The Working Group also discussed holding an APEC Cybersecurity Awareness Day in October. The Working Group will work intercessionally to follow-up on these efforts, particularly in preparation for the TELMIN.

d) Bi-lateral Cybercrime Legislative Drafting Workshop
The United States did not have a significant update on this, but does plan to discuss further at TEL 42.

e) Submarine Cable Protection Information Sharing Workshop
Australia reported the formation of a virtual working group following the workshop. They asked that each economy nominate a point of contact to engage on this.  Australia has established a Wiki to share information.  A questionnaire was distributed to points of contact on April 1 and economies have been asked to respond by June 2010.  The results will be circulated by APEC TEL 42.  

f)  APEC Training program for Preventive Education on ICT Misuse (2010/TEL41/SPSG/006)

Korea has successfully conducted the first pilot run of ‘APEC Training for Preventive Education on ICT Misuse’ in the Philippines with a full support from CICT, Philippines. The project organized ‘Training of Trainers’ first in Clark, Philippines in December 2009. And then End-users’ Training were conducted at the three different sites simultaneously with over 60 participants in Jan. 2010  incorporating three of CICT-leading trainings such as eSkwela project, iSchools program and Digital Bridge program.  Following them, debriefing session was convened at the CICT for overall evaluation of this run in Philippines. 

Korea will implement next pilot run of training in Indonesia during June and July this year. For this, Indonesia expressed its strong support.

g) Workshop for Development and Implementation Guidance of Intrusion Prevention System (2010/TEL41/SPSG/007)

Indonesia reported on the workshop held in Bandung, Indonesia on 5-6 October, 2009.  The theme was intrusion prevention system design and requirements for the public domain network.  

h)  2nd APEC Seminar on Protection of Cyberspace from Terrorist Use of Attacks (Joint Project from CTTF) (2010/TEL41/SPSG/008)

Korea reported the seminar held in November 2009 hosted by MOFAT, Korea. Korea requested the approval of summary report as the seminar deliverable. SPSG agreed to seek TEL’s approval.

6.  OTHER UPDATES ON SPSG ACTIVITY

a) SPSG PRIORTY
The Convener raised the issue of the drafting of a TEL strategy and discussed how we move forward the mandate within the SPSG. The Convenor indicated for circulating the relevant documents and inviting all economies to make contributions and comments pertaining to TELMIN8 declaration and 2015 TEL Strategy. The initial comment period is 2 weeks after TEL41 meeting. The contribution to strategic planning can be made through channel of Head of Delegation or steering group.  

b) Invitation from ECSG on Paperless Trading Workshop 
The ECSG has asked for a presentation on how APEC worked on PKI and e-Authentication adoption – cross-border recognition of PKI.  This work was done 5-6 years ago and only Chinese Taipei seems to be engaged on PKI in TEL now.  The Convener asked whether any other economies are interested in participating in the workshop.  
Canada volunteered to contribute to drafting the presentation materials pertaining to relevant guidelines and principles. 

c) GENERAL SPAM ISSUES
Australia provided a report on the Seoul –Melbourne Anti-Spam Group.  There are 13 APEC economies participating in the group that has been in place for 5 years.  The Group has decided to review the operation of the group and to sign a new MOU that will be in place for the next 3 years.  ACMA, Australia, has been the Chair and has provided secretariat support – now that responsibility will be rotated among members. KISA, Korea, will be taking over in the near term.  
Differences with the new MOU include business in relevant industries, such as ISPs and telecommunications companies as associated members.  In addition, the Group previously met annually face-to-face as well as at quarterly meetings, but now there will be one annual meeting.  The next meeting is proposed to be in concert with the meeting of the London Action Plan. The next London Action Plan meeting will be in November in Australia
The new Seoul Melbourne Group will cooperate with the MOU.  The MOU is ready for signature and will continue to work on a consensus basis.

In addition, the Group is actively involved with the OECD process – the London Action Plan is actively working with the consumer group within the OECD

7.  DISCUSSION ON COLLABORATION WITH THE WPISP-OECD  (2010/TEL41/SPSG/010)

The OECD reported that Anne Carblanc has changed position and is now an advisor to the Director.  

a) APEC TEL – OECD on promoting safer Internet environment for children
The OCED reported children protection works, consisting of 3 phases. In addition, there is a broad scope for this work, which includes 3 main categories of risk: Children as Internet Users, Children targeted as consumers, and Information privacy and security. Phase 1 included Joint Symposium at TEL 39 April 2009, Singapore.  Then an APEC Questionnaire was circulated, which resulted in 21 responses from APEC and OECD members.  Phase 2 includes a report on the protection of children online. This work focuses on policy aspects – focuses on children as users of internet, not on sexual exploitation, and does not address criminal aspects.The Council of Europe (COE) has addressed this aspect and COE is doing a survey regarding current legislation.  The Report will be complete in November. Phase 3 includes the creation of draft principles that will follow the completion of the report. The report will include overview of risks; high level overview of policy measures; and analysis of quantitative data, especially focused on comparability across economies.  Annexes to the report will include compendium of quantitative data as well as the information from the Council of Europe.

The OECD created a volunteer group of experts and delegates to provide informal input on preliminary drafts of the report and of draft principles.  APEC economies are welcome to join

b) Examining the role of Internet Service Providers in Improving Cybersecurity
This work is being done together with APEC and will also take into account the role of internet intermediaries in the internet economy – a section of this work will be focused on cybersecurity aspects.
Additional work includes the following: National Strategies for Digital Identity Management – this work is reviewing commonalities and differences among countries.  The final report is expected in December and we can develop policy principles from that report. 

Economics of Malware – this work is being conducted by Delft University. They are currently conducting research and the final study is expected in December 2010.  

Future work that is being considered for 2011 – 2012 includes: Comparative analysis of National Cybersecurity Strategies, Software Security, Critical Information Infrastructures: Preparedness and Recovery (based on recommendations from 2008), Cloud Computing. 
8. CYBER SECURITY AWARENESS RAISING ACTIVITIES

a) Cybersecurity Awareness Raising Activities in Japan  

To strengthen awareness raising activities, Japan launched “Information Security Month” in February 2009. They had totally 2900 events and 350 thousands participants for the events. Some of the examples of the awareness raising programs include: message from chief cabinet secretary, information security tips, PR and promotion events targeting parents, teachers or general public, educational websites, and slogans and poster awards etc

b) Updates on Awareness Raising Activity in Korea (2010/TEL41/SPSG/011)

Korea reported that it adopted “fun theory” to promote cybersecurity awareness raising and reported on a new security service in Korea.  This includes a new hotline “118”, which covers all about internet (January 2010) including internet incidents, illegal spam, privacy infringement and any other internet related. The service operates on 24/7 basis. To promote the opening day of 118 center, Korea held a big event focusing on: “laugh together”; “Sing and Dance Together” and “Cheer Together” They launched the “Frequently Song” for kids as well as the “118 song” for teenagers and adults featuring Korean pop style dance music.  Korea also held a naming competition to name “118” and received 8500 submissions. 

9.  CYBER SECURITY EXERCISE AND DISASTER MANAGEMENT
a) Summary Report of 2010 APCERT Drill (2010/TEL41/SPSG/012)

APCERT, TEL guest, presented the summary report of 2010 APCERT drill, conducted on 28th January. The drill objective was to test incident response handling arrangements both domestically and internationally and to ensure the better coordination of teams in the region in tackling incidents. In the 2010, 16 teams from 14 economies participated. The theme in this year was “fighting cybercrimes with financial incentives” and 3 detailed scenarios were utilized for the drill. 

10.  MALICIOUS ACTIVITIES AND MISUSE OF THE NETWORK INFRASTRUCTURE
a) The Emerging Cybersecurity Threat Landscape in the Region (2010/TEL41/SPSG/013)
HKCERT, on behalf of APCERT, provided a comprehensive update on current threats based on feedback received from members of APCERT. 

b) Local Perspective on Global Threats  (2010/TEL41/SPSG/019)
Invited speaker from iSight partners shared the characteristic and nature of local and global threat evolution, especially in Asia region, lack of proper domestic security legislation and policy and cases on online financial crimes with credit card and gift certificate and attacks on major portal with DNS. Community discussion and transparency as well as public/private collaboration are critical for the future.
c) Malware analysis case studies of web defacement incident : Gumblar (2010/TEL41/SPSG/014)

Japan provided the overview of recent massive website defacement cases in Japan, which are globally recognized as "Gumblar". The information was introduced from their malware analysis experience which is an essential capability to handle recent computer security incidents.

11.  ECONOMY REPORTS
Chinese Taipei provided the overview on the cryptosystem upgrade of government public key infrastructure(GPKI).(2010/TEL41/SPSG/016)

Australia provided an overview of their new Cyber Security Strategy which covers cyber protection on citizen, business, and government and also introduced CERT Australia, newly established national CSIRT in Australia, managed by Attorney General Department. (2010/TEL41/SPSG/017)

Canada provided an update regarding new broadband figures released in Canada that reinforce the importance of the online marketplace as a key element of our economies.  Canada reinforced that we need to ensure that we stay focused on the prosperity aspect of the SPSG. 

The United States mentioned that there will be the workshop on cybersecurity policy developments in APEC Region in TEL42 at Brunei as agreed in Cancun and encourages economies to participate. 
The United States also noted that the Meridian Conference, which is focused on critical information infrastructure protection and cybersecurity will be held in Chinese Taipei this October and encouraged all APEC economies to attend. 

12.  EXAMINATION OF THE SECURITY IMPLICATIONS OF EMERGING TECHNOLOGIES

a) The trend of Mobile PKI technology (2010/TEL41/SPSG/015)
Chinese Taipei discussed current challenges and current status of mobile public key infrastructure.  Chinese Taipei provided a review of current approaches for mobile security. 

13.  GUEST REPORTS

Nothing to Report
14.  FINAL APPROVAL OF NEW PROJECT PROPOSALS

Chinese Taipei’s proposal was approved.

15.  MATTERS ARISING
The Convenor noted that SPSG needs one full day for the workshop on cybersecurity policy developments in APEC Region in TEL42.

The Convenor announced that he would be stepping down as Convenor and that the United States would be serving as Acting Convenor until TEL 43.  The Convenor invited economies interested in serving as Deputy Convener to express their interest.  There is intent to resolve SPSG leadership issues by TEL 42 in Brunei.

Australia and the United States expressed their gratitude to the Convener for his contributions and hard work in support of SPSG and the TEL. 

16.  MEETING WRAP-UP 

The meeting was adjourned until TEL42 in Brunei.

Summary of Decisions made at the SPSG Meeting at TEL41

Self-funded Project 

The SPSG agreed to seek the approval from TEL Plenary on one self-funded project 

Deployment of Disaster Information Distribution System and Service Model by NGO Exemplar Platforms (Joint DSG-SPSG Project)

Self-funded project 

Proposing Economy : Chinese Taipei

Co-sponsoring Economies : Japan and Thailand

Approval sought on Project Deliverable

a)  2nd APEC Seminar on Protection of Cyberspace from Terrorist Use of Attacks (Joint Project from CTTF)
Collaboration





Enforcement





Testing





Overall Market Surveillance Framework








�  The MRA TF uses the term “project” in a generic sense to describe its various activities.  These are not projects in the sense normally used by the TEL and APEC in general.


� CIRCA Database (Communication and Information Resource Centre Administrator)


� ICSMS Database (Internet-based information and Communication System) 
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