
Summary Report of the 15th ATCWG Annual Meeting
The 15th Annual Meeting of the APEC Agricultural Technical Cooperation Working Group (ATCWG) was held on 2-4 March 2011 in Washington D.C., USA. The meeting was attended by 57 participants from 17 economies: Australia, Canada, Chile, People’s Republic of China, Indonesia, Japan, the Republic of Korea, Malaysia, Mexico, New Zealand, Peru, Philippines, Russia, Chinese Taipei, Thailand, the United States of America and Viet Nam. The Program Director of APEC Secretariat, Mr. Thanawat Sirikul and Ms. Andrea Durkin from Abbott, a National Center for APEC member, also attended the Meeting.
As the Chair of the Meeting, Dr. Huajun Tang, the Lead Shepherd of the ATCWG, welcomed everyone and thanked the USA for organizing this meeting in Washington DC which was back to back with the 2011 High Level Policy Dialogue on Agricultural Biotechnology (HPLDAB) meeting. He wished for a fruitful discussion. 
Mr. Lloyd Harbert, Deputy Administrator of the Office of Country and Regional Affairs, Foreign Agricultural Service, USDA and Mr. Thanawat Sirikul, Program Director of APEC Secretariat delivered their opening speeches.
1. ATCWG 2010 Review & 2011 Outlook

The Lead Shepherd gave a brief overview on the key ATCWG activities in 2010. The main activities included successful organization of the 14th Annual Meeting; successful implementation of 5 APEC Projects; submission of 13 project proposals for APEC funding, 5 of which were approved; support to the 1st APEC Ministerial Meeting on Food Security; formulation of a Strategic Plan and agricultural technology transfer facilitation.
USA briefed the delegates that the APEC USA year is aimed towards building a “seamless regional economy” by achieving concrete outcomes, particularly in three specific priority areas: (1) strengthening regional economic integration and expanding trade; (2) promoting green growth; and (3) expanding regulatory cooperation and advancing regulatory convergence. It was emphasized that food security will still be a priority issue in 2011. 
APEC Secretariat presented the APEC Secretariat Report on APEC Developments in February/March 2011.
2. Special Presentations from APEC Secretariat and USA

The APEC Secretariat briefed the delegates on the APEC Communications and Outreach Program. 

USA made an informative presentation on changes in agricultural commodity prices from 2007/08, and projected the price of commodities in the near future. The presentation concluded that market-based policy is still the key to avoiding a crisis. An extensive discussion on some main arguments in the report, such as relationship between the weakening of the USD and food price, and food price projection was followed.
3. ATCWG Strategic Direction and Work Plan
The Lead Shepherd Office briefed the meeting on 3 documents which are crucial for the development of the working group. 

1) Terms of Reference (TOR)

The meeting further brain stormed on the TOR based on the discussion during the last annual meeting. The most crucial focused on the “Scope of Activity”. However, due to efforts to review and provide suggestions by member economies last year, the meeting was able to obtain consensus. 

Other concerns proposed by different economies include:
· Deputy Lead Shepherd: The meeting agreed to have a Deputy Lead Shepherd who should be appointed annually vis-a-vis the APEC year. The economy for the APEC year automatically provides the Deputy Lead Shepherd, whose function is mainly on the organization of the annual meeting. The meeting agreed that the procedure in selecting the ATCWG Deputy Lead Shepherd should be reflected in the TOR.
· Relationship with private sectors: With regard to the participation of private sector in ATCWG activities, the APEC secretariat clarified that based on “APEC Guidelines on Managing Cooperation with Non-members”, inclusion of private sector representatives who are not members of economy delegations, should be agreed upon by consensus within the working group before the Lead Shepherd/Chair inform the APEC Secretariat to communicate with the proposed invitees.
· Term of the Lead Shepherd: Member economies suggested that the term of the Lead Shepherd should be prolonged to 3 years for continuity and efficiency, but based on the recommendation from SCE, the meeting preferred to retain the two-year term of the Lead Shepherd. 
2) The meeting approved the 2011 annual work plan. 
3) The meeting approved the Medium Term Work Plan (Multi-year Work Plan) for 2010-2015. 
4. Proposal to Merge ATCWG with FotC on Food Security.

USA informed the group of a pending proposal that ATCWG should be merged with FotC (the Friends of the Chair) on Food Security and renamed as Policy Partnership on Food Security (PPFS) in order to more efficiently and effectively attain food security goals and obtain higher leverage in its work while carrying out directives from Ministers to incorporate private sector representation in a more substantive manner. 

Member economies expressed the following views:
· The FotC on Food Security is neither a formal forum nor a working group of APEC. It was initially set up by SOM at 2008 in order to coordinate APEC Food Issues. In 2010, Japan, the APEC host, put Food Security as top priority and FotC on Food Issues was automatically transferred to FotC on Food Security in order to provide support for the 1st APEC Ministerial Meeting on Food Security. The FotC on Food Security does not have a TOR and strategic work plan that indicates its nature and feature as a task force.
· The mandates of ATCWG and FotC on Food Security are different, and the activities they conducted as well as their functions generally differ. For instance, food security is an important issue for ATCWG but it also plays an important role in many other issues relevant to agriculture. In contrast, the FotC on Food Security and PPFS solely focus on food security issues. 
· ATCWG is mostly a technical working group, while the PPFS is focused mostly on policy making.
· Under the coordination of the Lead Shepherd, ATCWG has become a very active working group, and its impact and influence within APEC is becoming more evident.
· ATCWG may take into consideration the reason behind the proposed merging, try to improve on its function and raise its role to a higher level, and attach more importance towards collaboration with other fora of APEC, private sectors and other international and regional organizations. 
Considering the above-mentioned views from the economies, members suggested to retain ATCWG as it is. Should it be inevitable, the merging issue should be discussed in higher level meetings, such as SOM which could take into account suggestions from the 15th ATCWG Annual Meeting.
5. ATCWG Projects

1) The project overseers reported the outcome of five implemented projects in 2010 including “Workshop on Ease of Doing Business in the Agricultural Sector” (USA), “APEC workshop on food productivity and food security in APEC member economies” (APEC Self-funded project by P. R. China), “APEC Food Security Forum” (APEC Self-funded project by Chinese Taipei), “Symposium on Biofuels from Agricultural and Agro-Industrial Wastes” (Thailand) and “Enhancing Food Security through a Regional Approach and Wide Stakeholder Participation to Plant Biosecurity” (Malaysia).
2) The project overseers reported on the projects which should be implemented in 2011, namely, “APEC-ATCWG Biofuels Network Annual Symposium and Biotrade/Technical Training Workshop” (Thailand) and “Risk analysis on cross-border spread of animal influenza in trade areas of borders and communication for information (P. R. China)”.
3) USA, Chinese Taipei, Philippines, Indonesia and Russia briefed the meeting on their respective project concept notes which are planned to be submitted for Session 1, 2011, including “Workshop to Assess and Improve Agricultural Data Collection and Dissemination by APEC Member Economies” (USA), “Seminar/Workshop on the Assessment of Good Animal Husbandry Practices in APEC Member Economies” (Philippines), “Development of Unified Informational and Statistic Agricultural Portal of APEC Members” (Russia) and “Promotion of Indigenous Vegetables for Coping with Climate Change and Food Security in APEC (Chinese Taipei)”. 
4) The project proponents from Philippines, Indonesia, Malaysia and Chinese Taipei reported their intent to apply for APEC funded for the following projects: “Climate Change Symposium” (Philippines), “Mitigation Environmental Impact And Farming System Management For Upland Agriculture: Lesson Learned And Sharing Experiences” (Indonesia), “The ICT and Quality Information for Agricultural Development” (Indonesia), “Applying Integrated Crop Management for Food Safety Assurance and Sustainability on Rice Production System” (Indonesia), “Sharing Experiences of Mitigating Environmental Impacts and Sustaining Horticultural Cropping System in Highland Areas” (Indonesia), “International Workshop on Community Based Capacity Building on Agricultural Technology Transfer” (Indonesia), “Innovative Approaches in the Implementation of APEC Food Security Action Plan in Developing Economies” (Malaysia), “2011 APEC Food Security Forum” (Chinese Taipei) and “APEC Research Center for Typhoon and Society (ACTS) and APEC Typhoon Symposium (APTS)” (Chinese Taipei). 
The meeting reiterated that the working group should continuously attach great importance to project application and implementation, since projects are vectors and vehicles for materializing the objective and goals of the group and hence promote its role and impact. 
To meet the demands as mentioned above the working group and its economies should pay great attention to the criteria of project concept note and proposal, and better understand the procedures for project application so as to improve the percentage of successful application. In addition, the implementation of the project should be more concrete and productive. 
6. Food Security Topics
1) Japan briefed the meeting on outcome of the Workshop on Food Security held at Japan in Feb 25, 2011. Follow up of the action plan endorsed at the first APEC Ministerial Meeting on Food Security was also presented by Japan. The meeting appreciated the tremendous and concrete efforts made by Japan.
2) Ms. Andrea Durkin from Abbott, a member of the National Center for APEC, briefed the meeting on a presentation on Food Security from the private sector perspective. 
7. The 2011 APEC Technology Transfer Forum
P. R. China briefed the meeting on relevant information of this Forum.
8. The Election of the 7th ATCWG Lead Shepherd for 2012-2013
In order to fulfill the mandate and implement the activities of the ATCWG consistently, the member economies agree that Dr. Tang Huajun, will continue to act as ATCWG Lead Shepherd until the next annual meeting, whether or not the working group is merged with the FotC, in order to guarantee the efficiency and coordination of ATCWG. ATCWG members will discuss this topic during the next annual meeting based on the decision of SOM on the issue of merging ATCWG and FotC on Food Security.
9. Date and Venue for the 16th ATCWG Annual Meeting
The Meeting discussed the date and venue for the next annual meeting. Russia expressed willingness to host the 16th Annual Meeting at the margin of SOM 2, 2012. The tentative date is around the end of June, 2012, and the proposed city is Kazan. The final date and venue will be announced in due course. 
The meeting discussed the procedure in selecting the host economy for the ATCWG annual meeting. Members agreed that it is advantageous to have the same host economy for APEC and ATCWG annual meeting. 
10. Field Trip
Participants attended a Field Trip to view the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Agricultural Research Service’s (ARS) Visitor Center in Beltsville, Maryland.
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