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Executive Summary
Tenth Meeting of the APEC High Level Policy Dialogue on Agricultural Biotechnology

On March 1-2, 2011, the 10th meeting of the APEC High Level Policy Dialogue on Agricultural Biotechnology took place in Washington D.C. and was attended by 18 APEC member Economies.  This year’s Policy Dialogue examined the elements of functioning regulatory systems, resources available to help Economies establish such systems, and how Economies can have greater access to these resources to help facilitate biotechnology solutions for food security, poverty alleviation, and climate change.  The Policy Dialogue included presentations on core elements of enabling biotech policies and regulatory systems from both private and public sector perspectives, overviews of regulatory systems APEC-wide as well as in Viet Nam, Indonesia, and the Philippines, and a presentation on tools and resources available for biotechnology regulatory and product development by the Program for Biosafety Systems (PBS).  During the meeting other Economies provided status reports of their biotechnology regulatory systems and challenges they have addressed when putting these systems in place. 

Presentations and discussions at the Policy Dialogue indicated that adverse impacts of climate change could have a significant impact on agriculture and food security in the APEC region.  All forms of agriculture, including biotechnology, can be used to help agriculture adapt to and mitigate the impacts of climate change and to provide new opportunities for future socio –economic development, particularly for APEC developing Economies.  Consequently, there is an increasing need for transparent, science-based policies and regulatory systems, which can go beyond market trasactions but still be consistent with international standards that can facilitate the development, cultivation and trade of new biotechnology products on the one hand and increase APEC developing economies capacities of utilization and development of biotechnology.  
APEC Economies have had different experiences establishing biotechnology policies and regulatory systems and such systems are at different levels of development among APEC Economies.  While some efforts are now underway, there is need for APEC Economies to undertake a range of capacity building programs, including programs to improve risk communication, to support the development of such policies and regulatory systems and to develop human resources and infrastructures that enable them to increase their capacities in utilization and development of agricultural biotechnology in the future.

During the meeting, the U.S. Government announced that it would be stepping down from chairing the Policy Dialogue.  Later in response, Russia, the APEC host in 2012, stated that it would host the next Policy Dialogue and was considering chairing the Dialogue as well.  Russian officials said they hope to announce a final decision regarding chairing within a few weeks.  Many Economies expressed support for Russia’s announcement.  

The Policy Dialogue was preceded on February 28 by the Private Sector Day, organized by the Biotechnology Industry Organization (BIO). The Private Sector Day included presentations on the benefits of biotechnology in enhancing food security and addressing climate change, functioning regulatory systems, and stewardship. 
