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U.S. Secretary of Health and Human Services Kathleen Sebelius and Member Economies of the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation Forum Agree to Support Innovative Collaborative Responses to Mounting Chronic Disease Challenges 

September 17, 2011

As part of our efforts to build relationships to make chronic disease prevention and wellness a global priority, on September 16 and 17 the United States Secretary of Health and Human Services, Kathleen Sebelius, joined  Ministers and other high level officials from the  twenty-one member economies of the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) forum, as well as leading academics and health industry CEOs, in San Francisco, California to discuss the importance of innovation, multi-sectoral collaboration, and public-private sector partnerships in implementing  a new action plan to reduce the burden of chronic diseases.
Representatives from the Asia Pacific economies agreed to develop an APEC Action Plan to Reduce the Economic Burden of Non-Communicable Disease to contribute to the implementation of the principles expressed in the Political Declaration to be adopted at the United Nations high-level meeting on non-communicable disease prevention and control in New York on September 19 and 20. In developing and implementing the Action Plan, Asia-Pacific economies will work to: (1) adopt approaches to policy development that involve all government agencies and health stakeholders; (2) establish public-private partnerships focused on leveraging innovations to strengthen health systems to meet the chronic disease challenge; and (3) share  best practices and track outcomes on chronic disease prevention, detection, and control activities. Economies will be encouraged to report annually to APEC Ministers and Leaders on progress with the implementation of the Action Plan.

In the United States, chronic diseases such as cardiovascular and respiratory disease, diabetes and cancer, account for 70 percent of deaths, limit the activities of tens of millions of Americans, and cost our economy billions of dollars each year. Our partners in the Asia Pacific and throughout the world face similar, if not even more daunting, challenges. In 2008 alone, deaths from chronic disease in the APEC region amounted to nearly 16.5 million, approximately 44 per cent of the 36 million worldwide chronic deaths that year -- this at a time when many economies still face considerable challenges with infectious and re-emerging diseases. Total global deaths from chronic diseases are projected to rise to 52 million by 2030.  In addition, ageing demographics in the United States and other Pacific Rim economies indicate that Alzheimer’s and depression will become significant elements of the overall chronic disease profile. 


