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September 13-14, 2011, San Francisco, California, USA
Summary Report
Tuesday, September 13
1. Opening Session
Representatives of the fourteen APEC member economies met in San Francisco, California, USA on September 13-14, 2011 for the second Health Working Group (HWG) Meeting of 2011. The Chair for the Group, Dr. Masato Mugitani, Assistant Minister for Global Health, Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare, Japan, opened the session.

Welcome Remarks
On behalf of the federal government of the United States, Dr. Kyle Hathaway, Science and Foreign Affairs Officer, Economic Policy Office, Bureau of East Asian and Pacific Affairs, U.S. Department of State, and Dr. Erika Elvander, Branch Chief, Asia and the Pacific, Office of Global Affairs, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, delivered welcome remarks as host economy.  In the remarks, she briefly outlined the programs related to health issues in the week such as keynote speech on early childhood development and non-communicable diseases (NCDs) prevention and control, and health policy dialogue on ageing.  She also referred to the United Nations high-level meeting on NCDs prevention and control, and she pointed out the importance of dealing the health issue as economic issue.  They closed the speech with expressing the appreciation to the participants.
Introductory Remarks
Dr Masato Mugitani, the Chair, gave an introductory speech.  At the beginning of his speech, he expressed the appreciation for support from APEC economies to the disaster response in Tohoku earthquake and tsunami.  Then he reminded all that “building capacity on prevention of NSDs” and “strengthening health system” were included in priority area of HWG during the second HWG meeting last year.  He asked all to active participation and concluded his speech. 
Adoption of the Agenda

USA announced that Asian Development Bank Annual Report would be take place on second day morning.  Change of starting time to 9:45 was proposed and accepted by the floor.  The Agenda was adopted as amended.
2. Business Arrangements 

Secretariat Report

Steve Chen, Program Director, APEC Secretariat, delivered a presentation on the project management update.  He reported that approval sesseion-2, 2011 has completed in July and 42 new projects has been implemented.  And the deadlines for session-3 concept note submission and fund availability (13 million USD) were announced to the floor.  As funds update, he reported adjustment of human security sub fund. “Avian influenza” sub-fund has been broadened to cover “Health and Emergency Preparedness” project under the Human Security sub-fund.  He also mentioned the pilot initiative of multi-year projects, starting session-3, 2011.  It allows maximum 500,000 USD over 3-5 years for cross cutting issues. 
3. Reports from the HWG Program of Work 2010
Progress Report of On-going Projects
(1) Capacity Building in Health Emergency Preparedness and Response (P.R. of China)
P.R. of China reported that the project has almost done except post training evaluation.  The project aimed to provide the platform for discussion on Capacity Building in Health Emergency Preparedness and Response. International symposium on Human Resources for Health Emergency Preparedness and Response in Asia-Pacific Region took place on May 21-22, 2011 in Nanning, Guangxi Province of China.  The topics covered in the symposium were; current situation on health workforce in health emergency, skill mix in emergency preparedness, experience sharing on health emergency.  According to the onsite evaluation done at symposium, both domestic participants and foreign expert satisfied with the symposium. Series of this kind of symposium as follow up were recommended.
He also reported that case study has just taken place at September 7.  The training evaluation will be undertaken in near future.

(2) Planned Approach to HIV/AIDS Prevention: An Immersion Course Community Health Promotion for APEC Members (Singapore)
Presentation of the project on “Planned Approach to HIV/AIDs Prevention: An Immersion Course Community Health Promotion for APEC Members” was canceled due to the absence of the presenter.  Progress report will be circulated. 
(3) Enhancing Hospital Safety and Responding to Public Health Emergencies by Applying RFID (Chinese Taipei)
Chinese Taipei reported that international conference on “Enhancing Hospital Safety and Responding to Public Health Emergencies by Applying RFID” was successfully taken place on July 5-6, 2011 at Taipei with 140 participants from 12 APEC member economies and 1 non-APEC member economy.  Conference consisted with 4 sessions, 3 panel discussion, hospital visit, and 7-exhibition booth.  This project is expected to implement the development and application of health information technology to strengthen health system, to improve patients’ safety, and to echo the “Health Security” as one of the priorities within the concept of “Human Security”.  Radio Frequency Identification (RFID) is a technology that incorporates the use of electromagnetic or electrostatic coupling in the radio frequency (RF) portion of the electromagnetic spectrum to uniquely identify and position an object, animal, or person.  According to the feed back from the participants, project has achieved objectives.  Knowledge on RFID and how to apply RFID to health care services has shared among participants.
(4) International Initiatives to Control Antimicrobial Resistance in the Asia-Pacific Region (Republic of Korea)
The progress of the project on “International Initiatives to Control Antimicrobial Resistance in the Asia-Pacific Region” was reported by Republic of Korea.  After organizing the Strategic Focus Group (SFG), 1st APEC expert forum was taken place on April 5, 2011 at Seoul, Korea.  Expert from 11 APEC member economies and 4 non-APEC member economies were engaged to investigate current situation of antimicrobial resistance (AMR) in each economies.  They started to prepare for the 2nd APEC expert forum, which will be held on October 15, 2011 in Seoul, Korea.  “Future strategies for the control of AMR in the Asia-Pacific region” will be discussed in the forum.
There were questions and comments from Japan, New Zealand and Chinese Taipei on the presentation regarding the policy aspect of the AMR during the Q and A session.  The presenter promised to bring it back to Dr. Jae-Hoon Song, project overseer.  Chair expressed his worry over the issue of counterfeit drug.
(5) APEC Conference on Harm Reduction Approach to HIV/AIDS Control (Chinese Taipei)
Chinese Taipei reported that the conference was successfully done on Aug 18-19, 2011. Thirty delegates from 14 APEC member economies and 77 experts from Chinese Taipei participated in the conference.  The conference covered three main topics, the development of the harm reduction, the challenges in harm reduction, the epidemiology, treatment and prevention of high risk groups.  In addition, a half-day site visit for syringe exchange, drug substitution treatment and consultation was conducted.  Participants learn about the regional experience and challenges in harm reduction and they planed to apply what they learned in the conference to improved HIV control in each economy.  He also shared the new challenges in harm reduction, which Chinese Taipei currently faced.  Although harm reduction program for IDU`s (Injection Drug Use) has been successfully implemented, harm reduction program for MSM (Men who have Sex with Men) need to be strengthen.  In 2010, 72 % of HIV new cases were MSM.  Consistent condom use promotion has started.
He also reported the other on-going project, workshop on avian influenza vaccine policy.  The workshop would be taken place in June 2012, at Taipei.

Philippine, USA, and New Zealand raised the questions on drug substitution program, HIV epidemiology of MSM, and harm reduction for MSM.  Chair asked reasons for late HIV epidemic wave among the MSM.  Chinese Taipei responded for the questions.
4. Development of the HWG Program of Work 2011

Presentation of New Projects
(1) APEC Workshop “HIV Vaccines as a Part of Complex Approach to AIDS Prevention and Control in APEC Region” (Russia)
Russia presented the concept of the project, APEC workshop “HIV vaccines as a part of complex approach to AIDS prevention and control in APEC region”.  Since HIV epidemic has been recognized as global threat, the response to the HIV epidemic must be global too. Comprehensive prevention strategies were required for effective interventions and HIV vaccine would offer the best hope and important complementary tool for the future control of HIV pandemic.  This project provides a platform for sharing lessons and experience in the field of HIV vaccine development.  Two days workshop was planed to conduct at Moscow, Russia in June 2012. 
Indonesia and Chinese Taipei expressed their support to the project. New Zealand suggested taking into consideration of limitation of sharing information of vaccine development. 

(2) APEC Symposium on “Best Medical Practices in Mitigation of Radiation Accidents and Catastrophes” (Russia)

Presentation of the concept of APEC Symposium on “Best Medical Practices in Mitigation of Radiation Accidents and Catastrophes” was carried out by Russia.  Increased trade in radioactive sources in the Asia-Pacific region also increases the potential risk for public health, economic and security.  Based on the experience of Chernobyl accident in 1986, Russia proposed this project. Adequate medical treatment for radiation injury allows minimizing consequences for health.
To exchange information and medical experience in radiation injury, symposium on best medical practice in radiation injury was planed.  The topics would be covered are; medical assistance in radiation injury, APEC cooperation in medical issue at radiation accident, development of medical technologies for radiation injuries treatment.

Japan suggested taking into consideration of possible collaboration with other important organization, likes WHO.  New Zealand and USA expressed their support to the project.  APEC secretariat recommended working together with other working group such as emergency preparedness. 
(3) Enhancing Cooperation of Medical Rapid Response Teams in Case of International Disaster Response in APEC Economies (Russia)

Russia delivered the presentation of Enhancing Cooperation of Medical Rapid Response Teams in Case of International Disaster Response in APEC Economies.  The idea of this project came from 2011 APEC international symposium on human resources for health emergency preparedness and response in Asia-Pacific Region in China.  To enhance the cooperation of medical rapid response teams in case of international disaster response in APEC economies, Russia planed to conduct the 2-days symposium at Krasnoyarsk, Siberia, Russia in June 2012.  Exhibition of the mobile hospital was included in the plan. 

Korea and New Zealand expressed their support to the project because it was practical proposal and useful for the response team. 
Wednesday, September 14 
Dr Teiji Takei, Director, International Cooperation Office, International Affairs Division, Minister’s Secretariat, Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare, was the Chair in place of and as appointed by Dr Masato Mugitani.

4. Development of the HWG Program of Work 2011 cont.

(4) Training on Building Public Health Emergency Response Capacity (P.R. of China)

P.R. China presented the concept of Training on building public health emergency response capacity.  He pointed out the increasing risk of heath emergency decreases the globalization of the trading.  To provide technical training to improve the regional capacity to respond to health emergency, seminar on this important topic was planed to conduct in October 2012.  On-site feedback will be collected from all participants.  According to the needs assessment, curriculum of the seminar would be developed
The proposed project is fully aligned with APEC`s key priority and meet HWG`s work plan.  To evaluate the impact of the project, on-site feedback and follow-up investigation were included in the project activities. 
New Zealand raised question on the expected audience and topics covered in the seminar.  P.R. China answered that expected audience were manager and technical team. 
(5) International Seminar on Food Trade Safety to Prevent Avian Influenza (P.R. of China)

P.R. China delivered the presentation of project of International Seminar on Food Trade Safety to Prevent Avian Influenza. He explained the needs of international seminar on this important topic to harmonize the response in the Asia-Pacific region. 

To build a platform to exchange the information and experience, two working groups will be setup to prepare the proposed seminar which planed to taking place in September 2012.  The proposed project is fully aligned with APEC`s key priority and meet HWG`s work plan.
Chinese Taipei and USA expressed their support to the project and Chinese Taipei proposed to become a co-sponsor of this project. 

(6) Workshop on Cost-effectiveness for the Outcome of Healthcare Service (Chinese Taipei)

Chinese Taipei presented the concept of “Workshop on Cost-effectiveness for the Outcome of Healthcare Service”.  He introduced the concept of Quality adjusted Life expectancy (QALY) to measure the health and cost-effectiveness of interventions.  Two-days workshop on cost-effectiveness was planed to taking place in July 2012 at Taipei.  The workshop included introductive training course of iSQoL software, which supports the calculation of QALY. 
New Zealand suggested to taking consideration of possibility of on-line training as alternative method if the main purpose of the project was introduction of software. P.R. of China commented that availability of quality data to calculate the QALY was limited in developing economies.  To overcome this issue, if Chinese Taipei can propose the other way to assess the cost-effectiveness for developing economies appropriately would be helpful.  Indonesia supported the project. 
(7) 2012 APEC u-Health Community Forum (1st APEC u-Health Technical Forum) (Republic of Korea)
Republic of Korea delivered the presentation of 2012 APEC u-Health Community Forum.  Based on the 2004-2009 APEC e-Health Seminar, a fixed community has already been formed.  Therefore, the APEC u-Health Community Forum will establish a medium-term plan based on a number of fixed communities to build u-health community of “new paradigm for public health services using a cloud healthcare network”.  Three days forum including plenary session, exhibition were planed in connection with KIMES 2012, (28th Korea International Medical Hospital Equipment Show).  
Russia, China and Australia supported the project, because it related to heath system strengthen, and in align with Priority of HWG. 
5. Introduction of Workshop on Healthcare Associated Infections (HAI) Prevention and Control Through Public Policy and Best Practices

Susan Reardon, Director, Medical Devices and Diagnostics, Government Affairs and Policy, Johnson & Johnson, representing Advanced Medical Technology Association (AdvaMed), presented the concept of “Workshop on Healthcare Associated Infections (HAI) Prevention and Control Through Public Policy and Best Practices”.  This is the first HWG and LSIF joint program as well as the model case of public-private partnership.  She pointed the high burden of Health care associated infection, most common in urinary tract infection, surgical site infection, blood stream infection and pneumonia, which suffered 6 million cases per year in Japan, Europe and USA.  The solution of this problem is quite simple, washing hand and other type of hygiene.  The global impact of HAIs is not clear because of lack of the information of HAIs in many countries.  To build and strengthen capacity to address HAIs in APEC economies, HWG/LSIF joint Workshop for HAIs was planed at Singapore in April 2012, at Russia in June 2012.  This is perfect alignment with HWG/LSIF goal.
Russia mentioned that fungal infection do not received enough attention, and USA replied that they took it into consideration.  Indonesia expressed their support to the project, because objectives of this project align with HWG goal.  Philippine raise the issue of ageing population related to the HAIs.  Since immune function is affected by ageing, possible risk of HAIs among elderly people was higher than that among general population.  In response to this comments, WHO agreed to his opinion and USA replied that they took it into consideration.  New Zealand welcomed this proposal.

6. Update on the WHO’s Plans for Age-related Work During the Rest of 2011 and into 2012

Dr. John Beard, Director, Department of Ageing and Life Course, World Health Organization, delivered the presentation of update on the WHO’s plans for age-related work during the rest of 2011 and into 2012.  He emphasized that our world is rapidly ageing, both in developed countries and developing countries.  He showed data of the prevalence of non-communicable disease among ageing population from 6 countries, Mexico, Russia, India, South Africa, Ghana, and China.  It showed that many of ageing population in each country suffered from hypertension, which is most preventable risk factor of death.  He mentioned the close relationship between ageing and non-communicable disease. 

Chair raised an issue of strategy on ageing, NCD and social determinant of health, since these are closely related and sometimes overlapped. 

7. Discussions on SCE Recommendations

Implementation of Independent Assessment & Proposed Draft Amendment of Terms of Reference for the HWG

Chair referred “HWG Report on Implementation of Independent Assessment” submitted by HWG Chair for consideration.  Comment previously submitted from China has reflected in the report.  In accordance with the recommendations in the assessment, Chair also referred the proposal of the amendment of Terms of Reference for the HWG.  The amendment of Terms of Reference adding the descriptions of “gender balance of the Chair and Deputy Chair positions” and “assistance of APEC Secretariat” was endorsed.
Potential Merger of LSIF and HWG

Chair referred “HWG Report on Potential Merger of LSIF and HWG” submitted by HWG Chair for consideration.  The purport of the report was as below; it is essential for the HWG and LSIF to remain separate entities working independently based on each priority, because their background, composition and goals are clearly different.  However, HWG and LSIF have started joint session in the field that is expected to reach more effective result by working collaboratively. 

Australia expressed appreciation to APEC secretary and HWG Chair.
8. Keynote Speech “Early Childhood Development, Administration for Children and Families - Health Policy to Enhance NCD Prevention and Control” 

Dr. Joan Lombardi, Deputy Assistant Secretary and Inter-Departmental Liaison for Early Childhood Development, Administration for Children and Families, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, delivered the keynote speech on “Early Childhood Development, Administration for Children and Families”.  Currently, under nutrition and over nutrition are co-existing in the same country.  She emphasized the importance of the early years of child life for long-term health.  Early childhood development has determining influence on subsequent life chance and health.
To make early years of child life opportunity, she presented the early childhood development strategy, such as integration of early development and nutrition into community health worker programs, home visiting programs to support families and promote health and development, social networks of support that integrate health promotion.  There were also 5 goal areas to improve the policy and practice of child care community, including increased physical activity, reduced screen time, healthy food, nutritious beverages, support for breastfeeding.  In addition, cost benefit of intervention is highest to start early. 

During the Q&A session, most economies expressed their appreciation.  Chair raised the issue of behavior change to prevent NCDs.  Russia asked about brain development and commented on importance of multi-sectoral approach.  Chile suggested adding the point of view of gender to child development.  Chinese Taipei asked about protective factor and speaker answered that social support and economic support for family were important factor.  Philippine pointed out the importance of environmental protective factor that allow children to choose healthy food by themselves.  From this point of view, he also mentioned that APEC could improve the circumstance surrounding children, since APEC discussed economy.  New Zealand raised the issue of poor community, poverty regarding the early childhood development in line with Philippine’s comment.  Hong Kong China commented on use of internet as an important factor affecting childhood development in her own economy.
9. Other Business

Announcement about Next HWG Meeting 

After expressing the appreciation to APEC secretariat and other member economies, Russia announced that APEC HWG 1st meeting 2012 would be held at Moscow in February, and 2nd meeting would be taking place at Kazan in June.  The topics covered in the meetings would be NCDs and maternal and child health.
Announcement about Election of New HWG Chair

Chair explained the procedure for election of next HWG Chair.  The first, current HWG Chair would circulate the letter asking the nomination from member economies within a period of Mid of November.  And second, current Chair would announce the candidate for next HWG Chair, and would ask comments from member economies within a period of Mid of December.  At the end of this year, current Chair would announce the intersessional endorsement of new Chair hopefully.
Business Arrangement

USA informed Ageing Dialogue would be held on tomorrow and Heath Systems Innovation Dialogue would be taking place on Friday and Saturday. 
The draft of NCD white paper is now open for comment.
10. Closure
Chair invited the Vice Chair, Dr. Donald TF Shang, Senior Specialist of the Bureau of International Cooperation, Department of Health, Chinese Taipei, to deliver the closing remarks.  He offered thanks for the cooperation and participation of all economies and expressed gratitude for the fruitful discussion over the past two days.
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