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Executive Summary 

There were six APEC Sectoral Ministerial Meetings held during the period January to September 2011. They were the following:

· 17th Meeting of APEC Ministers Responsible for Trade, Big Sky, Montana, United States, 19-20 May 2011;

· Joint Trade and SME Ministers Meeting, Big Sky, Montana, United States, 20 May 2011;

· 8th Small and Medium Sized Enterprises Ministerial Meeting, Big Sky, Montana, United States, 21 May 2011;
· First APEC Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Forestry, Beijing, China, 6-7 September 2011;
· Joint Transport and Energy Ministerial Conference, San Francisco, California, United States, 13 September 2011; and 

· 7th Transportation Ministerial Meeting, San Francisco, California, United States, 14 September 2011; 

In line with the 2011 theme, “Towards a seamless regional economy”, Ministers discussed matters related to three priority areas:

· strengthening regional economic integration and expanding trade;

· promoting green growth and expanding regulatory cooperation; and 
· advancing regulatory cooperation and convergence

The APEC Ministers Responsible for Trade and the APEC Ministers Responsible for Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs) held a joint meeting to address barriers to trade confronting small business owners and exporters in the region.  

Recognizing the role of resource and energy constraints, climate change, loss of biological diversity, poverty and food insecurity, the first APEC Ministers Meeting Responsible for Forestry adopted the Beijing Statement on Forests and Forestry to support green growth, sustainable forest management and rehabilitation.

The joint APEC Transportation and Energy Ministerial Conference agreed to further pursue initiatives to make transportation in the region cleaner and more energy-efficient. 

The 7th Transportation Ministerial Meeting saw APEC transportation ministers further discuss the promotion of innovative, environmentally sustainable transportation, the need for enhancing regulatory cooperation among the APEC economies and with relevant international organizations, and to continue towards strengthening regional integration.
Recommendations

It is recommended that AMM takes note of the report.
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17th APEC Ministers’ Responsible for Trade

Date            
:       19-20 May 2011
Venue         
:       Big Sky, Montana, United States
APEC Ministers Responsible for Trade made progress on the three 2011 priorities paving the way for concrete outcomes by the APEC Economic Leaders’ Meeting in November.  

Main Outcomes
1. Ministers agreed to refrain from taking WTO-inconsistent measures in the aftermath of recent

natural disasters in the region. The Ministers also instructed officials to strengthen APEC’s agenda on disaster preparedness and recovery.  

2. MRT identified three next-generation trade and investment issues to be addressed in 2011: facilitating global supply chains; enhancing small and medium-sized enterprises participation in global production chains; and promoting effective, non-discriminatory, and market-driven innovation policy.

3. The Ministers further instructed officials to finalize by November 2011 a more robust process for reviewing APEC economies’ progress towards meeting the Bogor goals that is also more accessible to the business community and other stakeholders. 
4. MRT instructed officials to continue to implement the APEC Supply-Chain Connectivity Framework Action Plan by 2015 and take the specific actions by November 2011.

5. Further, the Ministers called on officials to continue to advance the work on the APEC New Strategy for Structural Reform (ANSSR), through capacity building and technical assistance.

6. MRT also reiterated their commitment to a standstill, first made by APEC Leaders in 2008 and extended until 2013, as it pertains to export restrictions or other WTO-inconsistent trade measures. 

7. The MRT agreed that APEC economies will promote and adopt regulatory approaches that are transparent, science-based, consistent with international obligations, and take into account, where appropriate, existing international standards in order to facilitate trade in innovative agricultural technologies. In order to support food safety, animal and plant health; protect public health; and stimulate innovation, economic growth, and agricultural productivity, officials were instructed to identify by the APEC leaders’ Meeting, concrete steps APEC can take to achieve this goal, including capacity-building activities.
8. The MRT committed to explore ways to promote greater liberalization of trade in environmental goods and services, and instructed officials to develop a work plan by November 2011 in this regard. They also instructed officials to take further steps to promote dissemination of environmental technologies by November 2011.
9. To focus on steps that both individual economies and APEC as an organisation can take to further these goals of advancing regulatory convergence and cooperation:
· Officials were instructed to identify by the Leaders’ meeting this year, concrete actions that may be taken by economies to strengthen implementation of good regulatory practices in the areas of internal coordination of rulemaking activity, regulatory impact assessment, and public consultation mechanisms; 
· To ensure that APEC’s regulatory cooperation efforts are effective and use resources efficiently, MRT instructed officials develop a draft APEC Regulatory Cooperation Plan for endorsement by Leaders in November 2011;
· MRT instructed officials to identify by November 2011 concrete recommendations for APEC economies’ action in order to prevent or eliminate technical barriers to trade related to standards and conformance solutions related to emerging technologies.
10. MRT reaffirmed the Leaders’ commitment to continue demand-driven economic and technical cooperation (ECOTECH) activities to bridge the development gap, assist developing economies in achieving the Bogor Goals by 2020, and increase economies’ ability to address next generation trade and investment issues.
To access the Joint Ministerial Statement, in its entirety, go to: 
http://www.apec.org/Meeting-Papers/Ministerial-Statements/Trade/2011_trade.aspx    
Joint Trade and Small and Medium Enterprises Ministers Meeting

Date
:
20 June 2011
Venue
:
Big Sky, Montana, United States
The APEC Ministers Responsible for Trade and the APEC Ministers Responsible for Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs) held a joint meeting for the first time to address barriers to trade confronting small business owners and exporters in the region.  

Main Outcomes
The Ministers identified the variety of barriers that limit the ability of SMEs to trade in the region.  These include:
· Lack of access to financing;
· Lack of capacity to internationalize and difficulty in identifying foreign business opportunities;
· Need for open and transparent business environments;

· High transportation and related costs;  

· Customs clearance delays caused by difficulties in navigating overly complex customs requirements and documentation; 

· Problems navigating differing legal, regulatory, and technical requirements;    

· Difficulty with intellectual property acquisition, protection, and enforcement;
· Inadequate policy and regulatory frameworks to support cross-border electronic commerce; and  
· Difficulty in taking advantage of preferential tariff rates and other aspects of trade agreements.
The Ministers instructed officials to identify and undertake specific and concrete actions to address each of these barriers by the APEC Economic Leaders’ meeting in November 2011.
To access the Joint Ministerial Statement, in its entirety, go to: 
http://www.apec.org/Meeting-Papers/Ministerial-Statements/Trade/2011_joint_tradeSME.aspx 
8th Small and Medium Sized Enterprises Ministerial Meeting
Theme: Leveraging Partnerships with APEC Small Businesses to Foster Innovation and Create an Entrepreneurial Society
Date
:
21 May 2011
Venue
:
Big Sky, Montana, United States
Main Outcomes
1. 
Ministers endorsed the “Kuala Lumpur Principles” on Medical Device Sector Codes of Ethics”, which were developed by an Expert Working Group in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, and called on the medical device sector industry associations and their member companies to adopt and implement codes of business ethics consistent with the KL Principles and encouraged capacity building initiatives so that these measures are fully implemented.  
2. 
Ministers also expressed the need to develop additional sets of voluntary ethical principles or codes of ethics in sectors where SMEs are important stakeholders, beginning with the construction and bio-pharmaceutical sectors.
3. 
Further, the Ministers promoted the take-up of new technologies, including ICT, by SMEs to reduce the costs of doing business and to generate new and improved products, services and processes.
4. 
Ministers also encouraged governments to identify policies to support green SMEs to support SME sustainability, innovation, and green technology development that will help their businesses thrive.
To access the Joint Ministerial Statement, in its entirety, go to: 
http://www.apec.org/Meeting-Papers/Ministerial-Statements/Small-and-Medium-Enterprise/2011_sme.aspx 
First APEC Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Forestry
Theme: Enhanced Regional Cooperation for Green Growth and Sustainable Forestry Development
Date          :    6-8 September 2011
Venue       :    Beijing, China

Main Outcomes



Ministers shared their aspiration to:
1. 

Maintain and further strengthen the political commitment in support of sustainable forest management, forest conservation and forest rehabilitation;

2. 

Facilitate implementation of forest-related agreements and foster a common understanding on sustainable forest management, through existing international processes;  
3. 

Strengthen international cooperation on sustainable forest management including consideration of innovative financial mechanisms, as a component of green growth;

4. 

Strengthen coordination and cooperation among APEC economies on forest policies and management; 

5. 

Enhance practical cooperation to conserve, rehabilitate and sustainably utilize forest resources;  

6. 

Promote better coordination among and effective action by established regional forestry organizations and processes; 
7. 

Encourage APEC economies to enhance afforestation, reforestation and tree planting programmes and avoid further deforestation and forest degradation to increase forest cover so as to achieve the aspirational goal set in the 2007 Sydney APEC Leaders’ Declaration and improve forest quality, taking into account the best socially, environmentally and economically sustainable options;

8. 

Encourage the exchange of information on how forests can mitigate the effects of natural disasters and on measures needed for their recovery from such hazards, and strengthen exchange of information on monitoring and prevention of cross border forest pests, diseases and alien invasive species to prevent forest degradation;

9. 

Further strengthen forestry institutions, enhance forest management capability and mobilize financial resources for the forestry sector, to better manage emerging and growing demands on forests from increasing economic, social and environmental pressures;

10. 

Develop and improve forests and forestry legislation and policies;  

11. 

Encourage conservation, sustainable use and rehabilitation of forest resources, improve forest quality and enhance the capacity of forests to store carbon to address climate change; conserve and wisely use wildlife and wetland resources, combat land degradation and desertification, and protect biological diversity;

12. 

Promote the development of forest-related industries, create employment, build the capacity of indigenous and rural communities to manage forests sustainably and to participate in trade and the processing of forest products, facilitate development of forest dependent communities and improve their livelihoods so as to achieve green growth;
13. 

Strengthen cross-sectoral collaboration, establish cross-sectoral policy coordination mechanisms and encourage participatory forest management to minimize potential conflicts and negative impacts on forestry;

14. 

Encourage technical innovation, accelerate the integration of forest technology with economic development and strengthen capacity building, research and development in the forestry sector, including through technology transfer, technical information sharing, scientific-practical conferences and the consideration of innovative financial mechanisms; and strengthen the application of new technologies and technical achievements to promote green growth; and

15. 

Strengthen outreach programs that raise public awareness regarding, inter alia, forestry-related regulations, the importance of ecological protection, and sustainable forestry practices.

To access the Joint Ministerial Statement, in its entirety, go to: 
http://www.apec.org/Meeting-Papers/Ministerial-Statements/Forestry/2011_forestry.aspx  
Joint Transport and Energy Ministerial Conference
Date          :    13 September 2011
Venue       :    San Francisco, California, United States
Main Outcomes


An APEC Joint Transportation and Energy Ministerial Conference was held for the first time in which APEC Ministers from both exchanged views and set directions on cleaner and more energy efficient issues, reducing the use of energy in economic activity, to further improvements in phase out subsidies on energy, more energy efficient transportation, and encourage the use of renewable sources of energy. The meeting had the important participation of private sector representatives.  

Main Outcomes

1. Ministers noted that APEC economies are making good progress toward the goal adopted in 2007, of reducing the use of energy in economic activity by at least 25 percent by 2030, and called for efforts to make further improvements. They also called for further efforts to phase out subsidies that promote the use of fossil fuels.
2. Ministers recognized that transportation accounts for a large share of energy use and greenhouse gas emissions, the Ministers directed the Energy and Transportation Working Groups to study ways that APEC members could make their transportation systems more energy-efficient.
3. Ministers recognized how livable communities contribute to reducing energy use, carbon emissions and travel times and called for the development of performance measures to evaluate how locating development near transit, expanding rail and bus service, and promoting bicycling and walking contribute to more energy-efficient transportation. 
4. Further, the Ministers called for the promotion of bio-fuels, natural gas vehicles and electric vehicles to reduce the use of oil in transportation. Ministers, while stressing the need to maintain consumer confidence in electric vehicles by taking precautionary steps to ensure their safety, called for harmonized approaches to addressing the safety of these vehicles.
5. The Ministers also directed both the Energy and Transportation Working Groups to develop strategies and best practices for improving energy efficiency in the movement of freight. They also called for measures to encourage shippers to switch from energy-intensive transportation modes, such as trucks, to more efficient rail and maritime transportation.
To access the “Action Agenda to Move APEC Toward an Energy Efficient, Sustainable, Low-Carbon Transport Future”, go to: 

http://apec.org/Press/News-Releases/2011/0913_transportmeeting.aspx 

7th Transportation Ministerial Meeting
Theme: Balancing Safety, Security and Sustainability for the APEC Region
Date          :    14 September 2011
Venue       :    San Francisco, California, United States
Ministers Responsible for Transportation in the APEC region met to continue their work towards a safe, secure, seamless, and sustainable transportation system in support of the Bogor Goals of free and open trade and investment in the APEC region.

Main Outcomes

1. Ministers highlighted the importance of learning from past experiences and committed to ongoing improvement and formulating a common understanding of requirements for the development of respective optimal transportation systems in order to better respond to future natural disasters in APEC region.
2. Ministers recognized that the full potential of women to contribute to the regional economy remains unrealized and welcomed the establishment of a regular dialogue on Women in Transportation as part of the TPTWG meetings and directed TPTWG to exchange information regarding initiatives, outreach measures that are taken within each economy to increase the role of women in transportation; develop a compendium of best practices that member economies can adapt to their particular circumstances as they develop their own initiatives and programs; and integrate these efforts into the larger APEC dialogue and efforts on this issue.
3. Ministers emphasized the contribution of safe, secure, seamless, and sustainable transportation to the implementation of all five attributes of the APEC Leaders’ Growth Strategy. The TPTWG was encouraged to assess ways in which better use can be made of advanced and emerging technologies to reduce emissions from transport whilst continuing to maintain the sustainable growth of transportation systems, and to give priority to developing and promoting fuel efficient transport practices. 

4. Ministers reiterated their commitment to the Action Agenda to Move APEC Toward An Energy Efficient, Sustainable, Low-Carbon Transport Future, as agreed at the joint Transportation and Energy Ministerial Conference in San Francisco, on 13 September 2011 and directed TPTWG, in close collaboration with the Energy Working Group, to implement the Action Agenda in order to protect the environment and ensure sustainable, long-term growth in the region.
5. Given the importance of aligning domestic standards to relevant international standards where possible, Ministers directed TPTWG to enhance its cooperative efforts by focusing on concrete results to improve regulatory outcomes consistent with international obligations and with good regulatory practice.
6. Ministers instructed TPTWG to continue the efforts to enhance transportation safety and security measures in all modes of transport, including use of technology, human resources development and training, and sharing of best practices, and for TPTWG to collaborate closely with the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) and the International Maritime Organization (IMO) in the areas of security, safety and the environment where appropriate.
7. Recognizing that global supply chains are strategically and inherently intermodal and encompass goods, conveyances, facilities, communication services, and hubs within the entire transportation environment, Ministers instructed TPTWG to collaborate with other APEC fora, the World Customs Organization (WCO), the International Organization for Standardization (ISO), ICAO and IMO on the work toward strengthening the global supply chain.
8. Ministers instructed TPTWG to give high priority to enhancing economies’ abilities to identify, assess, and share information on threats to transportation facilities, vehicles, people and cargo, to prevent and combat acts of unlawful interference while respecting national laws and privacy; to work toward alignment of international standards to facilitate trade and minimize vulnerabilities; and to work together and with partners on trade recovery and facilitation.

9. Ministers heightened the importance of the United Nations Decade of Action for Road Safety, 2011-2020 and directed TPTWG to assess opportunities to launch road safety initiatives and increase road safety efforts in APEC economies.

10. Ministers affirmed the commitment to the development of human capacity and directed TPTWG to continue the work to ensure safe, secure and efficient movement of people and goods, while improving the conservation of natural resources and mitigating environmental impacts.

11. Stressing the importance of enhancing physical connectivity through reducing choke points and integrating markets through the implementation of the APEC Supply-Chain Connectivity Framework Action Plan, Ministers instructed TPTWG to give high priority to implementing transport-related elements of the Action Plan with a view to achieving the goal of ten percent improvement in supply chain performance by 2015 in terms of reducing the time, cost, and uncertainty of moving goods and services through the Asia-Pacific region as committed by the Leaders in 2010.

12. Ministers called to maximize the potential of air services to be an enabler of commerce and economic growth and recommended APEC economies to evaluate the desirability of eliminating restrictions on the ability of air service providers to respond to market demands by exploring existing Multilateral Agreement on the liberalization of International Air Transportation, to which economies can accede or agree to be bound on a full or all-cargo basis, which will allow economies to institute a liberal aviation operating environment with multiple partners.

13. Recognizing the potential that exists for the business aviation industry to have positive impact in the APEC region, Ministers urged the TPTWG to focus expeditiously on identifying the benefits of business aviation and then working to develop and implement an APEC-wide set of agree core principles that will apply to business aviation.

To access the Joint Ministerial Statement, in its entirety, go to: 
http://www.apec.org/Meeting-Papers/Ministerial-Statements/Transportation/2011_transport.aspx   
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