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Chair’s Summary Report
The 5th meeting of the APEC Mining Task Force (MTF) was held in Big Sky, Montana, United States on 7-8 May, 2011. Delegates from 12 member economies, namely Australia, People’s Republic of China, Republic of Indonesia, Japan, Republic of Korea, Malaysia, Peru, Philippines, the Russian Federation, Chinese Taipei, United States, Viet Nam, and the APEC Secretariat attended the meeting. The meeting was chaired by Mr. Ma Yongzheng, Chair of MTF, Director, Department of Science and Technology & International Cooperation, Ministry of Land and Resources of China, and co-chaired by Mr. Alexey Pinchuk, Deputy Director, Department for Basic Branches of Industry, Ministry of Industry and Trade of the Russian Federation.
Welcome and Introduction
Mr. Ma Yongzheng opened the meeting by welcoming participants to the fifth MTF meeting, thanked the economies for their fruitful intersessional cooperation, and also extended sincere thanks to the United States of America for the excellent arrangements and warm hospitality. The Vice Chair Mr. Alexey Pinchuk also delivered a welcome speech. Japan expressed deep gratitude for the assistance from APEC economies after the disastrous earthquake and tsunami afterwards.
Adoption of the Agenda

Republic of Indonesia required canceling the presentation “Indonesian Mining Policies” of Agenda Item 12, which was approved by the Chair. 
APEC 2011 Priorities

The United States as the host economy welcomed every participant to Big Sky to attend the 5th MTF meeting, briefed the participants about APEC’s priorities for 2011. APEC will focus its efforts on the following areas in 2011: 
1) strengthening regional economic integration;
2) promoting green growth;
3) advancing regulatory cooperation and convergence.
We think that these agenda items will be important components of APEC's future structure.

Update on APEC Developments and the APEC New Growth Strategy 
The APEC Secretariat briefed MTF on the APEC developments for the last two months, in particular, the outcomes of SOM1 meeting held in Washington D.C. in March 2011 and related meetings, and informed MTF the deadline for 3rd-phase to submit project concept notes to get funding is September, 2011. 
The APEC Secretariat also introduced the action plan of APEC growth strategy.

Renewal of Mandate for 2012-2013

The Russian Federation briefed the meeting on objectives and key outcomes of MTF in the past years, future challenges for APEC and the MTF, expected outcomes for 2012/2013. To meet new challenges in APEC’s mining agenda, the MTF will continue intersessional consultations to reach consensus so that it can recommend that SCE: 1) endorse the extension of the MTF mandate for a further 2 years; 2) forward to SOM the request to grant the renewal of the mandate. Member economies were asked to make comments on the recommendations, so that MTF will further fulfill its objectives in implementing the 10 APEC Mining Policy Principles, to work on breaking down the barriers to greater trade and investment in the minerals and metals sector, to continue its sustainable development in mining activities, to monitor progress and build capacity in mining. 

Several economies including Malaysia, Japan, Korea and Vietnam supported the mandate renewal as proposed by the Russian Federation. However, the United States voiced its concerns that the mandate renewal is tied to the outcomes and recommendations of the current ongoing independent assessment of the MTF to be made by Dr. Michael Katz. 

The Russian Federation noted that the decision on MTF establishment was made by MRM3 in 2007, Australia. From the Russian Federation point of view, it’s logical that the assessment of the MTF work efficiency should be made by ministers at the next MRM. 

The Independent Assessment of MTF

Dr. Michael Katz briefed the meeting on the assessment of MTF’s contribution to APEC’s current work priorities and to the achievement of the Bogor Goals, and requested MTF economies to respond to the questionnaire by May 31, 2011. Australia, the United States, Malaysia, the Russian Federation, Japan, Republic of Korea and Chinese Taipei showed their support for the assessment, which was mandated by SCE. 
MTF 2011 Workplan & Medium-term Work Plan for 2010-2015
The Chair briefed the meeting on MTF 2011 workplan and medium-term workplan for 2010-2015, and informed the economies that the workplans have been endorsed by SOM1 (see Attachment for Workplan). The United States requested revision of the workplans pending the MTF’s decision on dates and location of MRM4. 
China made its proposal to hold MRM4 on November 3-4, 2011, Beijing with the theme “green, technology, cooperation and win-win” and briefed MTF about the preparations for MRM4 accordingly.  

Russia noted that the President of the Russian Federation Mr. D. Medvedev had approved “The list of APEC events for 2012”. The list includes MRM meeting in June-July 2012 in Vladivostok, Russia.

The Russian Federation underlined the importance of preparation to the MRM meeting in a high level and thorough study of the topics to be discussed and included at the Agenda of the MRM meeting as well as coordination of the activities and necessity of the Ministerial quorum. 

MTF decided that China and the Russian Federation would submit their respective topics and proposals of MRM4 by May 25, 2011 to the APEC Secretariat, following with the MTF members send their proposals regarding the venue and dates of MRM4 meeting to the APEC Secretariat by June 8, 2011. Japan expressed its concern that it has no sufficient time for preparation for MRM4 in 2011 due to the enormous earthquake.

MTF’s Contribution to proposed APEC Growth Strategy

Economies were invited by MTF Chair to discuss MTF’s contribution to proposed APEC New Growth Strategy for achieving: Green Growth and Innovative Growth.

China briefed the meeting on the work done and achievement made in advancing green mining economy. Great efforts have been made by the Chinese government to promote scientific development and transform the economic development mode through building up a resource-efficient and environment-friendly society.
Report on the Implementation of APEC Business Advisory Council (ABAC) 2010 Recommendations 
The APEC Secretariat on behalf of ABAC summarized the actions that ABAC recommends APEC undertake to achieve balanced, inclusive, sustainable, innovative and secure growth for all in the region.
The APEC Secretariat also briefed two meetings in China for energy efficiency and Republic of Korea, and proposed several issues for MTF consideration. MTF chair asked each economy for carrying out suggestions made by ABAC.

Project Activities
The Russian Federation briefed the meeting on “Current Status of the APEC Report to UNCSD on Sustainable Development of Mining Sector in APEC”. In February 2011 the Final Report on Sustainable Development in Mining in APEC was presented to UN Commission on Sustainable Development (UNCSD). This fact underlines APEC contribution to the world sustainable development process and makes the organization more important in the international arena.
Republic of Korea briefed the meeting about the implementation and achievements of the project “Balancing Competing Demands of Mining, Community and the Environment to Achieve Sustainable Development in Mining Sector”. The outcome has been uploaded on the website of APEC and the final report submitted to UNSCD.  
The Russian Federation presented the progress report on the APEC MTF project on socio-economic analysis of the impact of the classification of some nickel containing substances by the European Commission as dangerous to the APEC member economies. The report highlighted the high level of co-operation of the member economies in the project’s execution, focused on the chosen scope of the study, outlined the methodology chosen for the analysis, which is in accordance with the OECD guidelines on socio-economic studies, given the broad outline of the final format of the reporting paper, and provided the first indications of the preliminary findings of the study. The progress report has shown that the project is developing on time and according to the required standards. The Russian Federation reported to the group that a final report, a detailed presentation, and the full results of the study would be presented at the next APEC MTF meeting in Moscow in 2012.
The meeting reminded MTF members of the previous 3 project proposals endorsed in MTF4:

“Building Capacity for a Low-carbon Mining in APEC Region” by China and “Capacity Building on Sustainable Development Indicators for Mining and Mineral Industry” by Malaysia and Thailand. 

Malaysia and Thailand will review the project proposal and inform economies intersessionally on the decision. 
The Russian Federation presented APEC project concept note “Factors & Best Practices of the Investment Attracting in Mining”. Australia, Canada and Malaysia supported the CN. The Russian Federation informed member economies that the CN did not receive approval by BMC due to the lack of finance recourses. APEC member economies confirmed importance of the project implementation. The Russian Federation considers the possibility to implement the project as a self-funded one.
Current Situation in APEC Member Economies in the Mining Sector
The United States briefed the meeting on the current mining status in the United States by introducing work accomplished by the National Mining Association and Montana Mining Sector. 
Indonesia has circulated the document regarding Indonesia’s mining policies, which has explained the current condition and policy and regulations, and investment opportunities in mining sectors in Indonesia.  

Dialogue with the EU on the Classification of Chemical Substances and Nickel Alloys

Australia and the Russian Federation provided an update on the ongoing dialogue with the European authorities regarding the concerns of the APEC member economies with the methodological approaches to group classification of chemical substances, as seen on the example of nickel containing substances, that could have far reaching regulatory, macroeconomic, and trade consequences for the economies of the region. It was reported that the official reply of the European Commission to the APEC MTF Chair letter regarding the issue had been received where the Commission had indicated their readiness to develop the dialogue. Australia and the Russian Federation updated the group on the bilateral and multilateral activities undertaken by them in Brussels to facilitate the development of the dialogue. It has been stressed that both the industry and the relevant APEC economies adequately address the Commission’s suggestions on moving the matter forward. The format and the substance of the continuing dialogue with the Commission will largely depend on the outcome of the current litigation between the industry and the Commission regarding the nickel substances’ classification, which is expected to produce an outcome by the end of 2011, and the findings of the socio-economic analysis of the impact of these classifications on the APEC member economies. Australia, the Russian Federation, and other APEC MTF member economies will present their practical suggestions on bringing this dialogue to a new level at the next APEC MTF meeting in Moscow in 2012.
Mining Policy and System for Sustainable Development

Korea briefed the meeting on “Mining Policy and System for Sustainable Development”. (Attachment)
Information on MTF’s External Contacts

Australia and the United States informed the meeting on the contacts with International Nickel Study Group, International Copper Study Group, International Lead and Zinc Study Group. The Russian Federation briefed the meeting on the contact with OECD Steel Committee.
Discussion on the New Members of “The Best Friends of the Chair” Club
At its first meeting in 2008 in Peru the member economies set up the Friends of the Chair (FotC) Club which mainly consists of industry representatives to provide necessary industry expertise and evaluation of MTF activities including project propositions.
MTF is one of the most business oriented groups in APEC.

The Chair asked each economy to provide representatives of the mining industry to form the updated club by the end of June 2011. 

Economies’ proposals on the MTF Medium-term work plan for 2010-2015
The MTF medium-term work plan for 2010-2015 was endorsed by SOM1. Any more inputs or suggestions for the workplan can be added and submitted to SOM3 for consideration. 
Endorsement of the Work Plan for 2011-2012

The MTF members considered the proposed workplan for 2011 and agreed that revision to the workplan’s expected outcomes would be made when the decision on MRM4 dates and location is made by consensus of MTF members.

Elections of the MTF Chair and Vice Chair for 2012-2013

MTF endorsed the Russian Federation as the Chair for 2012-2013 and Malaysia as the Vice Chair.  
Other Matters
Malaysia proposed that China hold the workshop or seminar on green mines, and China agreed to consider the proposal.  

Australia briefed the meeting on the latest developments regarding its Leading Practice Sustainable Development program for the mining industry.    

Endorsement of the MTF Chair’s Final Report

The MTF5 final report was endorsed and any wordy correction will be informed to economies.

Consideration of Meeting Documents

MTF will not publish all the documents until economies reach consensus on the MTF workplan for 2011, the MTF medium-term workplan for 2010-2015 and MTF mandate renewal for 2012-2013. 

Chair’s Closing Remarks

The Chair thanked all MTF members and the Secretariat for their proactive work, as well as the host economy the United States for the excellent arrangement and warm hospitality. 
The next MTF meeting will be held in the Russian Federation in February, 2012 in Moscow.
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