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The annual meeting of the SOM Steering Committee on ECOTECH – Committee of the Whole (SCE-COW) was held in Washington, D.C., United States on March 9, 2011.  It was attended by representatives of 20 APEC economies, including Senior Officials from 19 economies, the APEC Secretariat Executive Director, Chairs/Lead Shepherds of the BMC, EC, EPWG, EWG, HWG,  HRDWG, ISTWG, MRCWG, SMEWG, TPTWG, TWG,  ACT, CTTF, and GFPN.

The meeting was chaired by Ambassador Gennady Ovechko, Ambassador-at-Large, and the Senior Official of Russia for APEC.  The Vice Chair of the meeting was Mr Kurt Tong, the US Senior Official for APEC, US Department of State.

Agenda Item 1: Welcome by SCE Chair, Amb. Gennady Ovechko 

The SCE Chair welcomed all members to the annual meeting of the SCE-COW in 2011 and encouraged members to actively participate in the discussions.  He also thanked the United States for its hospitality and arrangements for this meeting and Kurt Tong in particular for his leadership at the SCE-COW in 2010.

Agenda Item 2: Adoption of the Agenda

The meeting agenda (2011/SOM1/SCE/001) was adopted without amendment. 

Agenda Item 3: US to address APEC 2011 Priorities
The SCE Vice-Chair presented on US priorities for APEC in 2011.  While reminding members of the importance of all five components of the APEC Growth Strategy approved by Leaders in 2010, the focus of the US in 2011 will be on three key areas: strengthening regional economic integration, promoting green growth, and advancing regulatory cooperation and convergence.

Agenda Item 4: High Level Meeting on Women and Economy

4.1 Presentation by Amb. Melanne Verveer.

Ambassador Melanne Verveer, Chair of the GFPN presented on an upcoming public-private APEC Women and the Economy Summit in San Francisco, to be chaired by Secretary Clinton, which will seek to issue a declaration including specific policies and initiatives that can assist women in becoming engines for growth.   The US has proposed this meeting in order to address the significant loss of potential economic growth that stems from the lack of economic participation of women in the economy.

Members expressed support for the proposed summit.

Agenda Item 5: Promoting Accountability and Communication at the Sub-fora level

5.1 The meeting to discuss the implementation and status of: 

(i) Guidelines for Lead Shepherd/Chair and Deputy Lead Shepherd/Chair of APEC Working Groups and SOM Task Forces; 

(ii) communication between SCE and working groups/task forces; and, 

(iii) coordination among fora.

The Chair opened the discussion by noting the presence at the table of document No. 2011/SOM1/SCE/025 and 027 as discussion aids.  The first document was the Revised Guidelines for Lead Shepherd/Chair and Deputy Lead Shepherd/Chair of APEC Working Groups and SOM Task Force while the second , the Chair requested feedback on the practical implementation of these guidelines and any issues that have arisen in the various fora.  Comments from members indicated that sub fora were grateful for the guidance provided by this paper and the work of SCE members in developing the guidelines.

5.2 The meeting to discuss progress and directions for continued streamlining of Sub-fora.

The United States presented on three ideas that had previously been discussed by the SCE.  The first issue was a recommendation from the SCE that sub fora should be encouraged to meet on the margins of SOM meetings.  Sub fora chairs were encouraged to take this into consideration for the scheduling of future meetings.  Note was made of the significant number of joint working group meetings that took place at SOM1, an important output of sub fora collaboration that is sought by SCE.  The second idea raised by the United States was with respect to Public-Private Policy Partnerships (2011/SOM1/SCE/024).  

The last document referenced (2011/SOM1/SCE/026) was endorsed by SOMs at CSOM 2010 which request 5 pairs of APEC fora to report to SCE3 this year on their merger plans, or if they do not agree to merge, the reasons why.  Also listed in this document were fora who had been put on notice for future streamlining efforts should patterns of attendance not improve. A number of sub fora chairs, including those that fall within the ambit of these recommendations, spoke about their ongoing efforts and preparations to align with overall APEC objectives, follow SOM recommendations on communications and cooperation.  Affected fora will provide a response as requested at SCE3.

Discussion on this topic raised the relationship between the value of the SCE sub fora as noted by Leaders, Ministers and SOMs in their statements and communications and the funding criteria approved by SCE that ascribes a lower priority to these projects (rank 2) thereby making funding for these projects more difficult to attain.  SCE-COW noted these issues and will examine them further at a later meeting.

5.3 The meeting to note funding criteria for APEC projects during 2011.

Members took note of the Funding Criteria for APEC projects approved by SCE intersessionally and submitted to this meeting as 2011/SOM1/SCE/022.

6. 
Working Groups/Task Forces 2011 Work Plans

6.1 SCE-COW to discuss work plans for 2011, in accordance with leaders and ministers statements and agreed priorities. 

Ten SCE sub fora Chair/Lead Shepherds or their representatives made presentations on the annual work plans of their forum and the efforts currently underway to implement these plans.  The ten groups are: SMEWG, HRDWG, ISTWG, MRCWG, CTTF, HWG, TPTWG, ACT, EWG, and the EPWG.  The presentations noted the value of each group to APEC processes and discussed the overlap of work plans with other groups and the planned cooperation and cooperative events in 2011 or beyond.  The work plan of each forum was tabled at the meeting (2011/SOM1/SCE/003 to 019).

Senior officials adopted the work plans without amendment.

As agreed during the earlier SCE1 meeting, the discussion on the revised ISTWG medium-term work plan was held during the SCE-COW (2011/SOM1/SCE/025) which was presented by the ISTWG Lead Shepherd.
The revised ISTWG medium term work plan was adopted by Senior Officials without amendment.

7. 
Other Business

7.1 Update on APEC communication activities;
Michael Chapnick of the APEC Secretariat Communications Team presented an update on communications support offered by the Secretariat for APEC events (2011/SOM1/SCE/020).  Highlights included the revamp of the APEC website, the use of social media such as Facebook, Twitter and YouTube channels, as well as a new monthly “APEC Bulletin” with distribution to approximately 4000 media and other contacts.

7.2 Update on APEC Project Management Activities

Due to time considerations the APEC Secretariat Project Management Unit did not make the planned presentation, the presentation materials were noted by members (2011/SOM1/SCE-COW1/021).

7.3 Document access – Members will be invited to decide on the classification of all documents relating to this meeting. 

The SCE-COW adopted the Document Classification List (2011/SOM1/SCE-COW1/000) without amendment. 

