
Summary Report of the outcomes of 
the 16th ATCWG Annual Meeting

The 16th Annual Meeting of the APEC Agricultural Technical Cooperation Working Group (ATCWG) was held on May 28, 2012 in Kazan, Russian Federation. The meeting was attended by 76 participants from 19 economies: Australia, Brunei Darussalam, Canada, Chile, People’s Republic of China, Indonesia, Japan, the Republic of Korea, Malaysia, New Zealand, Papua New Guinea, Peru, Philippines, Russia, Singapore, Chinese Taipei, Thailand, the United States of America and Viet Nam. The Program Director of APEC Secretariat, Mr. Thanawat Sirikul, Mr. Jim Wallar from APEC Technical Assistance and Training Facility and APEC PSU also attended the Meeting.

Opening Remarks
As the Chair of the Meeting, Dr. Huajun Tang, the Lead Shepherd of the working group welcomed everyone and thanked Russia for her hospitality and fantastic logistics provided to the meeting. He reiterated the importance of the role of ATCWG in ensuring food security in the APEC region.  

Honorable Deputy Minister of Ministry of Agriculture, Russia Federation, Mr. Oleg Aldoshin, and Mr. Thanawat Sirikul, Program Director of APEC Secretariat made opening remarks.
1.  ATCWG 2011 Review & 2012 Outlook

The Lead Shepherd Office briefly overviewed the key ATCWG activities conducted in 2011 and in the past months of 2012. The main activities included successful organization of the 15th annual meeting, implementation and application of APEC projects, documentation, communication and coordination, ATCWG’s contribution to food security.
Russia briefed the meeting that the APEC Russia year will seek to achieve tangible results based on the following priorities: increasing agricultural production and productivity; facilitating trade, investment and food markets development, access to food for vulnerable people.
APEC Secretariat reported the APEC Developments 2012, including APEC 2012 priorities, the key outcome of Senior Official and Committee Meetings, development within the Secretariat.
2.  ATCWG Strategic Direction and Work Program

The Lead Shepherd Office briefed the meeting of the 2012 annual Work Plan. The meeting fully agreed the contents of the plan. 
Mr. Jim Wallar from APEC Technical Assistance and Training Facility, made a presentation on “APEC Strategic Planning Process”. He gave a detail instruction about meaning of Strategic Plan, the five elements of a Strategic Plan, how to build the five elements, and a causal model to build the Strategic Plan.
The Lead shepherd requests the lead shepherd office to formulate a draft strategic plan in consultation with all member economies and APEC Secretariat based on the medium-term work plan and discussion results of the meeting. The draft should be circulated to each economy for comments before the end of 2012. The final version is going to be discussed on the next annual meeting.
3.  Special presentation from APEC PSU: Food Security Policies in APEC

Based on the Asia BioBusiness analysis survey, Dr Andrew Powell briefed the meeting the preliminary findings of this survey including food security landscape in APEC, common concerns on food security, issues of development, policy focus and increase investment on agriculture. The meeting recognized the importance of such survey and hope that final results should be accessible to all ATCWG member economies. 
4.  ATCWG Projects
1)  The project overseers briefly reported the outcome of 12 implemented projects in 2011 including APEC Agricultural Technology Transfer Forum (P. R. China); Risk Communication on Cross-Border Spread of Animal Influenza in Trade Areas of Borders and Communication for Information (P. R. China); APEC Workshop on Cultivation Technology of Protected Horticultural Crops (P. R. China, Self-funded); Promotion of Indigenous Vegetables for Coping with Climate Change and Food Security in APEC (Chinese Taipei); 2011 APEC Food Security Forum – APEC Food Emergency Response Mechanism (Chinese Taipei); APEC Food Emergency Response Mechanism Working Meeting(Chinese Taipei, Self-funded); Workshop to Assess and Improve Agricultural Data Collection and Dissemination by APEC Member Economies (USA); Seminar-Workshop on the Assessment of Good Animal Husbandry Practices in APEC Member Economies (Philippines); Climate Change Symposium (Philippines); APEC-ATCWG Biofuels Network Annual Symposium and Bio-trade /Technical Training Workshop (Thailand); Development of a platform for information sharing on food security in APEC region (Japan, Self-funded) and APEC One Health Action Plan (Australia).

2)  The project overseers reported the projects which will be implemented in 2012 including Innovative Approaches in the Implementation of APEC Food Security Action Plan in Developing Economies (Malaysia); International Symposium on “Food Security and Asia and the Pacific: Key Policy Issues and Options” (Canada); Workshop on the Application of Remote Sensing and GIS technology on Crops Productivity among APEC Economies (China); Scientific Workshop on “Sustainable Land Management to Enhance Food Production of APEC members” (Thailand); and APEC International Conference on Natural Resources and Infrastructure Management for Agriculture (Thailand, Self-funded).

The meeting underlined the need to strengthen project application and to continuously enhance the efficiency and efficacy of the agricultural technology cooperation programme in accordance with the requests of APEC leader’s decision.
The meeting reiterated that the working group and all economies should pay great attention to the criteria of project concept note and proposal, and better understand the procedures for project application so as to improve the percentage of successful application.
Provide recommendation to Ministerial meeting.  

5.  The Election of the 7th ATCWG Lead Shepherd
Dr. Tang Huajun, the Vice President of Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences, P.R China was elected as the Lead Shepherd for the second consecutive term. Dr. Tang thanked all the economies for the great honor and responsibility of electing him as 7th Lead Shepherd. He said that he have greatly enjoyed working along with all member economies. In his next term, the ATCWG will continue to enhance efficiency, efficacy and sustainability of the programs and their management with the aim of strengthening agricultural technical cooperation within APEC.
6.  Date and Venue for the 17th ATCWG Annual Meeting

It was agreed that the17th annual meeting will be held in Indonesia, the host economy of 2013 APEC. The final date and venue will be determined and informed in due course. 

7.  Field Trip

Participants attended a Field Trip to Kazan oil extraction plant.


