Summary Report of the

1st APEC Experts Group on Illegal Logging and Associated Trade (EGILAT) Meeting

9-10 February 2012, Moscow, the Russian Federation

The 1st Meeting of the APEC Experts Group on Illegal Logging and Associated Trade (EGILAT) was held February 9-10, 2012 in Moscow, the Russian Federation.  The meeting was chaired by Dato' Dr. Hj. Abd Rahman bin Hj. Abd. Rahim of Malaysia.  16 APEC member economies were represented, including Australia, Brunei Darussalam, Canada, Chile, People’s Republic of China, Indonesia, Japan, Republic of Korea, Malaysia, New Zealand, Peru, the Russian Federation, Singapore, Chinese Taipei, the United States, and Viet Nam.

This meeting was the inaugural meeting of the Experts Group since its establishment in 2011.  In 2011, APEC Ministers Responsible for Trade directed officials to establish an experts group in order to promote trade in legally harvested forest products, combat illegal logging and associated trade, and build capacity.  In Honolulu, Hawaii in 2011, APEC Leaders committed to work to implement appropriate measures to prohibit trade in illegally harvested forest products and undertake additional activities in APEC to combat illegal logging and associated trade.  Thus in 2011, the APEC Experts Group on Illegal Logging and Associated Trade was created to enhance the efforts of member economies to take concrete steps to combat illegal logging and associated trade, promote trade in legally harvested forest products, and support capacity building activities in member economies. 

I. OPENING SESSION 

A. Welcoming Remarks by Chair

· The Chair welcomed the delegates to the meeting.  The Chair encouraged an open sharing of views on how to carry out the goals of APEC in the context of the EGILAT’s Terms of Reference.

B. Opening Remarks by Mr. Alexander Panfilov, State Secretary, Deputy Head of the Russian Federal Forestry Agency
· Mr. Panfilov spoke about the importance of the issue of combating illegal logging and associated trade.  He remarked that close cooperation among economies is needed to combat the negative effects of illegal logging, which include the loss of revenue, the loss of biodiversity, market distortions, and increased unemployment.  He also noted the lack of universal definition of illegal logging, and the need for law enforcement exchanges.

· The representative of the Ministry of Economic Development of the Russian Federation, on behalf of the organizing committee, gave a presentation outlining the overall APEC priorities for 2012.  These include trade and investment liberalization, regional economic integration; strengthening food security; establishing reliable supply chains; and intensive cooperation to foster innovative growth (2012/SOM1/EGILAT/007).

C. Adoption of Agenda

· The Chair and group members reviewed the proposed agenda and the agenda was adopted (2012/SOM1/EGILAT/000).

D. Business Arrangement

· The Chair noted that the meeting would be conducted in plenary.

E. Introduction of Members of EGILAT

· The members introduced themselves and agreed to update their economy focal points.

F. Remarks by APEC Secretariat Program Director
· The APEC Secretariat Program Director noted the APEC Secretariat Report on Key Developments (2012/SOM1/EGILAT/003).  

G. Presentations by APEC Secretariat Communications Director 

· The APEC Secretariat Communications Director gave a presentation on Communications and Public Affairs (2012/SOM1/EGILAT/006).  

H. Presentation by APEC Secretariat Project Management Director

· The APEC Secretariat Project Management Unit Director gave a presentation on Project Management issues (2012/SOM1/EGILAT/004).  The APEC Secretariat Program Director noted that information about projects can be found on the website at http://www.apec.org/Projects/Projects-Overview.aspx.

II. SESSION 1

A. Overview of Overall Perspectives on the Goals and Objectives of the EG - TOR of EGILAT 

· The Chair shared his perspectives on the goals and objectives of the Experts Group, and reviewed the group’s Terms of Reference (2012/SOM1/EGILAT/005).  

B. Overall Perspectives on the Goals and Objectives of the EG in the Short, Medium and Long-Term

· A number of economies shared their perspectives on the goals and objectives of the experts group.

· Russia presented a paper “Proposal – Improving the APEC Economies’ Interaction in Combatting Illegal Logging and Associated Trade” (2012/SOM1/EGILAT/002).  The proposal called for developing recommendations to promote uniform approaches to the meaning of “illegal logging,” uniform criteria to define “illegally harvested forest products,” and establishing in ongoing dialogue among enforcement officials, as well as to improve public awareness of the problem.

C. Experts Discussion

(1). State Policy and Legal Regulation in the Field of Illegal Logging and Associated Trade Prevention, Promoting Trade in Legally Harvested Forest Products

· Members supported the idea of several representative economies giving presentations at the next EGILAT meeting on the topic of state policy and legal regulation.  Australia, Canada, China, Indonesia, Russia, and the United States volunteered to make presentations, with Japan tentatively expressing interest.

· Members supported the suggestion of inviting a representative of the European Union to make a presentation at the next meeting on the EU’s policy and regulation relating to combating illegal logging and associated trade and promoting trade in legally harvested forest products.  The Secretariat noted the need to follow proper procedures to invite the EU to participate.

(2). The Role of Public-Private Partnership and Civil Society in Preventing Illegal Logging and Associated Trade and Promoting Trade in Legally Harvested Forest Products

· Members expressed interest in hearing from economies and private sector representatives about their approaches to public-private partnerships and successfully implemented public-private partnerships at future meetings or perhaps via an APEC-funded project.

(3). Collaboration with International and Regional Forestry Organizations 

· Members discussed the idea of inviting representatives of other key organizations to make presentations on their activities related to combating illegal logging and associated trade at the Expert Group’s next meeting, which would help shape the group’s longer-term workplan.  The Secretariat noted the need to follow proper procedures for gaining approval of non-member participation if non-member representatives are invited.  The Chair agreed to make preliminary informal inquiries regarding the availability of such representatives.

III. SESSION 2

A. Experts Discussion 

(1). Facilitating Law Enforcement Cooperation and Information Sharing Related To Combating Illegal Logging and Associated Trade

· Members engaged in a general discussion of this topic and a number of economies expressed support for working within the Experts Group to find ways to facilitate law enforcement cooperation and information sharing related to combating illegal logging and associated trade.  

· The representative of the Federal Customs Service of the Russian Federation addressed the group and advocated the development of a legal instrument to reduce the burden on customs officers by showing that wood has been produced legally. 

(2). Strengthening the Policy Dialogue on Combating Illegal Logging and Associated Trade and Promoting Trade in Legally Harvested Forest Products

· Members discussed finding the right balance of the group’s various aims mandated in its Terms of Reference, which include promoting trade in legal forest products, combating illegal logging and associated trade, facilitating law enforcement cooperation and information sharing, and capacity building.  It was noted that the group should be cautious not to overlap or duplicate the work of the international and regional forestry organizations, and should focus on its unique role as mandated in its Terms of Reference.

(3). Exchanging Information, Views, Experiences, and Analyses on Relevant Matters

· Many members remarked that information sharing should be a key activity of the group.

(4). Assisting Members in Identifying Capacity Building Needs

· Members shared ideas for projects, including a workshop on new technologies, and a seminar to learn about public-private partnerships.

B. Summing up the Session 2 Discussion 

· Members discussed possible activities going forward could include, but are not limited to, the following:

- Working toward establishing networks and creating contacts, both among APEC economies and beyond the APEC region, as well as other partners outside the circles of APEC, such as other organizations and the private sector;

- Sharing best practices in approaches to combating illegal logging; 

- Enhancing law enforcement cooperation; 

- Addressing transboundary issues;

- Information sharing.

C. Summing Up the 1st EGILAT Meeting

· Member economies agreed that all APEC economies should update their economy focal points respectively, by the end of February 2012 at the latest.

· Member economies agreed that representatives from several economies, namely Australia, Canada, China, Indonesia, Russia, the United States, and possibly Japan would make presentations in relation to the topic of policy and regulation, at the next EGILAT meeting.  There were no objections from member economies to the suggestion of inviting the European Union to make a presentation at the next meeting on the EU’s policy and regulation relating to combating illegal logging and associated trade and promoting trade in legally harvested forest products. 

· Member economies agreed that the Chair should make informal inquiries with key international and regional organizations regarding their availability to make presentations on their efforts to combat illegal logging and associated trade at the Experts Group’s next meeting, and, subject to their availability, tentatively agreed to include such presentations on the agenda for the next meeting.

· Member economies agreed to draft the initial Workplan for the EGILAT with a view to approving it at the group’s next meeting.  The members agreed to form a small drafting group including Canada, Peru, and the United States to come up with an initial draft, led by Canada.  This preliminary draft would then be sent to the Chair for review, and then the Chair would circulate it to all members for input.  In addition, the Secretariat was asked to circulate to the small group members the workplan template, and samples of workplans for other similar working groups, to serve as guidance for the EGILAT to move forward in this endeavor.

IV. SESSION 3

A. Other Matters

· In regard to the EGILAT workplan, it was noted that in addition to the small drafting team, other economies can participate in providing comments and inputs, with the goal of endorsing the plan at the 2nd EGILAT meeting to be held in May 2012 in Kazan.

B. Development of Provisional Agenda for the 2nd EGILAT Meeting

· The Chair will prepare a draft agenda and circulate it to all members for input with the assistance of the Secretariat Program Director.

C. Date and Venue for the 2nd EGILAT Meeting

· The 2nd EGILAT Meeting will be held in Kazan, the Russian Federation on the margins of the 2nd Senior Officials Meeting (SOM2), which is in the timeframe of May 20-June 5, 2012.  The host economy has not yet set the exact dates for the meeting, but will inform members as soon as possible.

D. Adoption of Report of the 1st EGILAT Meeting

· It was decided that the Program Director would prepare an initial draft summary report, and pass this to the Chair for further development, and then the draft would be circulated to all members for input.

V. CLOSING SESSION

A. Closing Remarks by Mr. Alexander Panfilov, State Secretary, Deputy Head of the Russian Federal Forestry Agency

· Mr. Panfilov thanked the members for their constructive engagement during the course of the EGILAT meeting.  Mr. Panfilov made remarks on the relevancy of the topic of illegal logging, and confirmed Russia’s commitment to the issue.  He looked forward to the 2nd EGILAT meeting and extended a warm invitation to Kazan.

B. Closing Remarks by the Chairperson of the 1st EGILAT Meeting

· The Chair remarked on the usefulness of stocktaking of the members’ views on the way forward for the group, while cautioning the group not to be too ambitious too quickly, but to move ahead in a focused manner.

