Summary Report

2nd Meeting of the APEC Experts Group on Illegal Logging and Associated Trade (EGILAT)

21-23 May 2012, Kazan, Russia

The 2nd Meeting of the APEC Experts Group on Illegal Logging and Associated Trade took place May 21-23, 2012 in Kazan, the Russian Federation.  The meeting was chaired by Dato' Dr. Hj. Abd. Rahman B. Hj. Abd. Rahim of Malaysia.  15 APEC member economies attended: Australia, Canada, Chile, People’s Republic of China, Indonesia, Japan, Republic of Korea, Malaysia, New Zealand, Papua New Guinea, Peru, Philippines, the Russian Federation, Chinese Taipei, and the United States. Representatives of the World Bank also attended as invited guests.

Session I - Opening Session

After the EGILAT Chair opened the meeting, delegates were welcomed by Mr. Alexander Panfilov, State Secretary, Deputy Head of the Russian Federal Forestry Agency.  Mr. Panfilov spoke about the importance of educating young people about the negative effects of illegal logging, and encouraged joint efforts to involve students in international activities to contribute to the advocacy of legal forestry.  He also welcomed students from APEC economies to attend the international junior forestry contest being held in September (2012/SOM2/EGILAT/009).  

Opening remarks were also made by Mr. Nail Magdeev, the Minister of Forestry of Republic of Tatarstan, Russia. Mr. Magdeev welcomed the delegates and noted that APEC meetings were taking place across the Russian Federation and that Tatarstan is one of the leaders in the Russian Federation.  He remarked that Tatarstan was getting ready for the 2013 World University Games.  He spoke of Tatarstan’s focus on environmental issues, with the “ecologization” (greening) of the economy being an important factor, especially in the area of forestry.  

After the agenda was adopted, the APEC Secretariat Program Director, Mrs. Natalie J. Nii, noted the APEC Secretariat Report on Key Developments in APEC (2012/SOM2/EGILAT/012).

Session II – Exchange of Information on Policies, Regulations, Governance, Law Enforcement Relating to Combating Illegal Logging and Promoting Trade in Legally Harvested Forest Products
Senior Forestry Specialist Mr. Andrew Mitchell of the World Bank gave a presentation on “Global Response to Illegal Logging and Associated Trade - World Bank” (2012/SOM2/EGILAT/010).  Operations Analyst Ms. Vladislava Nemova World Bank Secretariat of the ENPI East Countries + Russia FLEG Program (Moscow, Russia) also represented the World Bank at the EGILAT meeting. The presentation included a description of the World Bank’s EU-funded ENPI FLEG Program (Improving Forest Law Enforcement and Governance in the European Neighbourhood Policy East Countries and Russia).  EGILAT members and the World Bank representatives expressed interest in continued cooperation.

An information session among APEC Member Economies followed.  Nine economies gave presentations, including Australia (2012/SOM2/EGILAT/003), Canada (2012/SOM2/EGILAT/004), People’s Republic of China (2012/SOM2/EGILAT/018), Indonesia (2012/SOM2/EGILAT/019), Japan (2012/SOM2/EGILAT/006), Malaysia (2012/SOM2/EGILAT/017), Russia (2012/SOM2/EGILAT/008) & (2012/SOM2/EGILAT/009), United States (2012/SOM2/EGILAT/005), and 
Peru (2012/SOM2/EGILAT/020).

Session III - Experts Discussion of EGILAT Capacity Building Projects, 2012 Work Plan, and Strategic Plan 

EGILAT members discussed the Concept Note (2012/SOM2/EGILAT/015) for an APEC-funded project sponsored by Viet Nam which had been previously endorsed by EGILAT and had been submitted for approval Session 2.  Members expressed continued interest in the proposal for possible resubmission for Session 3, and suggested the possibility of holding it on the margins of the 3rd EGILAT meeting in Indonesia.

The APEC Secretariat noted that the next deadline for submission of Concept Notes for APEC funded projects would be August 27, 2012, and recommended that project proponents pay special attention to the 2012 Funding Criteria (2012/SOM2/EGILAT/016).

The 2012 EGILAT Work Plan (2012/SOM2/EGILAT/003) was endorsed by EGILAT members and subsequently passed to the SCE for approval.  The drafting team consisting of Canada, Peru, and the United States was thanked for their efforts.

Members discussed plans for drafting the EGILAT Strategic Plan (2012/SOM2/EGILAT/007), (2012/SOM2/EGILAT/011), (2012/SOM2/EGILAT/013), (2012/SOM2/EGILAT/014).  A drafting team was formed, to include Canada, China, Indonesia, Russia, and the United States.  Canada was asked to lead the team.  It was also decided that the same team would work on drafting the EGILAT 2013 Work Plan.  The APEC Secretariat agreed to provide sample Strategic Plans to the drafting group.  

Session IV –The Way Forward & Summing up

The EGILAT members discussed ideas for the development of the provisional agenda for the 3rd EGILAT Meeting.  Korea and Papua New Guinea offered to make presentations, while Australia offered to give an update of the regulatory information provided in the presentation made at the current meeting.  Other ideas included further information sharing among economies and with other organizations; review of the Strategic Plan and 2013 Work Plan to be developed by the drafting team; having cross-cutting dialogues with other APEC groups, such as the Anti-Corruption and Transparency Working Group (ACT) and others; discussion of law enforcement cooperation; and discussion of cross-sectoral cooperation.

Indonesia, as the 2013 APEC host economy, indicated that plans for the 3rd EGILAT Meeting were still under internal discussion.

A representative of Ministry of Forestry of the Republic of Tatarstan, Russia briefed the members on the Technical Tour to take place on May 23rd, which would include a visit to the forest area, Seed-Growing Center and local infrastructure about 120 km. from Kazan.

Session V - Closing Session

Closing remarks were made by Mr. Nail Magdeev, the Minister of Forestry of Republic of Tatarstan, Russia. Mr. Magdeev recommended increased efforts focused on prevention of illegal logging and combatting illegal activity in forest trade. He expressed the importance of resolving socio-economic causes in this effort.

The EGILAT Chair concluded the meeting.

Technical Tour

EGILAT members had a hands-on look at the efforts of the Republic of Tatarstan to preserve its forest areas as well as its efforts to expand forest cover through a reforestation project involving seedling production.

