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High Level Policy Dialogue on Agricultural Biotechnology-Steering Committee Meeting
6 February 2012

Moscow, Russia
Meeting Report

The High Level Policy Dialogue on Agricultural Biotechnology (HLPDAB) Steering Committee was held February 6, 2012 and chaired by Dr. Dmitry Dorokhov, Adviser to the Minister of Agriculture of the Russian Federation.  It was attended by government and private sector representatives from Canada, Chile, Indonesia, Japan, Korea, Malaysia, Mexico, Philippines, Russia, Singapore, Chinese Taipei, Thailand, and the United States of America. The APEC Secretariat also attended.

Welcoming Remarks from Mr. Oleg Aldoshin, Deputy Minister of Agriculture of the Russian Federation
The Deputy Minister of Agriculture welcomed the delegates and reiterated that modern biotechnologies represent certain potential to contribute to efficient food production. The usefulness of agricultural biotechnologies in improving productivity and quality of food, resisting pests and diseases, mitigating negative consequences of climate change and reducing the impact of agricultural industry on environment is officially recognized in APEC.  
The Ministry of Agriculture of the Russian Federation keeps up with achievements of APEC economies in applying modern biotechnologies in food production. At the same time we continue to respect the position of economies that use primarily conventional methods of production in agriculture and looking for their improvement.  Our firm standing is that regardless of the means of production food should be safe to ensure food security for the population.
APEC Secretariat Report on Key Developments-February 2012 
APEC Secretariat’s Report on Key Developments-February 2012 was presented to the meeting.
Agenda for HLPDAB Meeting in May 2012
Russia proposed that the theme for HLPDAB meeting in May 2012 is to “Promote transparent and functioning regulatory systems to ensure safety and to facilitate investment in and the development and application of innovative biotechnologies for food security APEC”.   Russia also proposed the initiatives on Food Security Priorities for APEC 2012 and requested members to support these initiatives. 

Mexico, Chinese Taipei, and Chile expressed the views that the agenda of the meeting should also focus on policy issues rather than on technical issues and capacity building activities. Ideas for possible agenda topics included co-existence, low-level of presence, detection testing, risk assessment procedures for new GE products, and the Biosafety Protocol. There was consensus that the HLPDAB should include a Private Sector Day. After some discussion, there was a general consensus that the HLPDAB meeting focus on discussion of the Biosafety Protocol and low level presence. The Chair will revise the draft agenda and will seek members’ comments and endorsement intersessionally.

Discussion of HLPDAB Terms of Reference
The HLPDAB Vice Coordinator (USA) presented background information of HLPDAB, and, based on recommendation of the SCE, presented the draft HLPDAB Terms of Reference (TOR).  Participants discussed the draft TOR and made several suggestions.  The Chair will incorporate comments made at the meeting and will circulate to HLPDAB members for additional comments and endorsement intersessionally.  The TOR will then be submitted to Senior Officials for approval.

Review of HLPDAB work plan for 2012
The meeting discussed the HLPDAB work plan for 2012 to be submitted to Senior Officials. The Chair will send the draft 2012 work plan to HLPDAB members for further comments and will revise the work plan intersessionally. The 2012 work plan will then be submitted to Senior Officials for approval.

Discussion of proposed merger between HLPDAB and ATCWG and Coordination with PPFS

The issue of SCE’s recommendation for the HLPDAB and ATCWG to merge was discussed.  Participants generally maintained the view that the HLPDAB and ATCWG should not merge as the mandates, work, and participants of the two fora are quite different. Members, however, recognized that the HLPDAB, ATCWG and PPFS could better coordinate by having the back-to-back meetings of the three fora and to invite participants from the different fora to participate in each of the fora meetings

Review of Action Plan 2012

Participants briefly discussed HLPDAB implementation of the “Action Plan: Facilitating Trade in Products derived from Innovative Agricultural” to APEC Ministers’ commitment made at the APEC Ministerial Meeting held November 11, 2011.   This issue is to be addressed intersessionally. 
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