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Executive Summary 

There were ten APEC Sectoral Ministerial Meetings held during the period January to early August 2012. They were the following:

· 5th APEC Education Ministerial Meeting, Gyeongju, Korea, 21-23 May 2012;

· APEC Ministerial Meeting on Food Security, Kazan, Russia, 30-31 May 2012;

· Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Trade, Kazan, Russia, 4-5 June 2012;
· 10th Energy Ministerial Meeting, St. Petersburg, Russia, 24-25 June 2012;

· Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Mining, St. Petersburg, Russia, 27-28 June 2012;

· Meeting of Ministers Responsible for the Environment, Khabarosvk, Russia, 16-18 July 2012;

· Tourism Ministerial Meeting, Khabarovsk, Russia, 23-24 July 2012;

· 19th Small and Medium Sized Enterprises Ministerial Meeting, St. Petersburg, Russia, 3 August 2012;
· Transportation Ministerial Meeting Special Session, St. Petersburg, Russia, 3 August 2012; and
· Telecommunications and Information Ministerial Meeting, St. Petersburg, Russia, 7-8 August 2012.

In line with the 2012 theme, “Integrate to Grow, Innovate to Prosper", Ministers discussed matters related to four priority areas:

· trade and investment liberalization; regional economic integration; 

· strengthening food security;

· establishing reliable supply chains; and 
· intensive cooperation to foster innovative growth
APEC Education Ministers pledged to foster regional innovative growth, promote future skills suitable for the global society, create innovative instructional delivery systems, and foster more collaborative policy decisions that provide for common fulfilment.

To strengthen food security, the Ministerial Meeting called for focus on increasing agricultural production and productivity, facilitating trade and developing food markets, enhancing food safety and quality, improving access to food for socially vulnerable groups of population, ensuring sustainable ecosystems based management and combating Illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing and associated trade.

APEC Ministers Responsible for Trade met to advance work on promoting deeper economic integration and stronger innovative growth and discussed concrete steps being taken by member economies to achieve tangible results in the 2012 priority issues. 

APEC Energy Ministers discussed energy security challenges and strategic choices APEC economies face and issued a joint statement that provides an updated framework for APEC member economies to cooperatively address regional and global energy challenges, including a list of specific instructions to help keep them on the path to achieving APEC’s secure and sustainable energy market growth goals.
Ministers Responsible for Mining recognized the significance of sustainable development in mining and highlighted the importance of regional integration, fostering investment, increasing social responsibility, innovation and environmental advances in mining and metallurgy in achieving this aim.

APEC Environment Ministers met to discuss issues related to environment such sustainable use of natural resources; conservation of biological diversity; sustainable water management and trans-boundary watercourses; trans-boundary air pollution and climate change, and their support for green growth.

APEC Tourism Ministers agreed to promote tourism to realize more robust economic growth in the Asia-Pacific, providing a roadmap for advancing policies that facilitate and secure cross-border tourist flows and strengthen tourism development. 

APEC Ministers Responsible for Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs) agreed on promoting SME cooperation to deliver greater innovative growth in the Asia-Pacific region and endorsed a new four-year strategic plan for guiding member economies’ on-going work to address critical issues and concerns pertaining to SME growth in the APEC region.

APEC Transport Ministers called for efforts to help ensure the sustainability and efficiency of supply-chain systems that enhance cross-border business linkages in the Asia-Pacific region and improve connectivity, in progressing towards innovative growth and regional economic integration which are two of APEC’s 2012 priorities.
A roadmap for achieving increased cooperation between members and other key stakeholders to promote widespread access and secure use of information and communications technology (ICT) to further drive economic growth in the Asia-Pacific region was articulated by APEC Telecommunication Ministers as part of APEC’s 2010-2015 Telecommunications Strategic Action Plan. 

Recommendations

It is recommended that AMM takes note of the report.
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5th APEC Education Ministerial Meeting

Theme: 
Future Challenges and Educational Responses: Fostering Global, Innovative, and Cooperative Education
Date            
:       21-23 May 2013
Venue         
:       Gyeongju, Korea
Main Outcomes

1. Ministers acknowledged the importance of providing all students with quality education enabling them to engage in the globalized economy as well as facilitating regional economic integration and enhancing prosperity among the APEC member economies. 

2. They further recognized that the changing nature of work requires workers to have higher levels of high-quality education and competencies and that the changing nature of education drives the need for increased cooperation and collaboration among education providers, businesses, researchers, and other stakeholders. 

3. The meeting acknowledged the progress made by the Human Resources Development Working Group (HRDWG) and the Education Network (EDNET). 
4. Ministers reaffirmed the importance of developing priority areas to guide the APEC region towards creating learning societies and achieving prosperity for all the people of the member economies. 
5. Ministers also acknowledged the successful pre-ministerial meeting organized by EDNET in Moscow in February 2012, where researchers and policy-makers exchanged research findings and policy analyses that reflect our member economies’ greatest needs. 

6. The meeting further acknowledged that education plays a key role in sustainable and inclusive growth in the APEC region while recognizing the importance of the 2012-2016 APEC priority areas of mathematics and science, language and culture, and TVET and higher education quality.

7. The Ministers reviewed the recommendations of EDNET in the priority areas of mathematics and science education, language and culture education, and TVET and higher education quality and agreed on the importance of further refinement of educational responses in the directions of: 

· continuing to upgrade mathematics and science education capacity; 
· creating an open environment for education collaboration in mathematics and science; 
· expanding opportunities to participate in TVET programs for students and strengthening public-private partnership integrating TVET education; and 
· improving the quality of higher education by strengthening the teaching force, assuring quality through high quality indicators and best practices and facilitating the mobility of students and education providers among APEC member economies.

8. Ministers acknowledged the importance of enhancing ICT use in education while recognizing that an ICT infrastructure and development divide still exists across the APEC member economies. 
9. Further, the Meeting recognized the importance of teachers, and teacher quality as the most important factor determining students’ success and that supporting teachers at every stage is critical in establishing APEC’s education capacity to provide productive workers. 
10. The Ministers directed EDNET to focus on: 
· sharing experiences of ICT use in education and encouraging the sharing of information about the development of ICT use in education; 
· strengthening teacher practices in ICT-utilized instruction;  
· increasing teachers’ participation in APEC eLearning courses; and 
· sharing promising practices on strengthening the teacher development pipeline. 

11. Further, the Ministers emphasized that education plays a key role in implementing and realising the APEC Growth Strategy. 

12. The Ministers also agreed on the need to explore ways of expanding education cooperation among the APEC member economies. 
13. The Meeting agreed on the need for multi-year projects in EDNET in facilitating and evaluating regional collaborative projects and future directions in that regard. 

14. The meeting welcomed Korea’s recommendation to enhance practical and sustainable educational cooperation with the title of Education Cooperation Project (ECP), Gyeongju Initiative. 

15. The Ministers also affirmed that education efforts are underway by APEC member economies with international education organizations beyond the Asia-Pacific region, for the strengthening of cooperative research and the sharing of best practices across.
To access the Joint Ministerial Statement, in its entirety, go to: 
http://www.apec.org/Meeting-Papers/Ministerial-Statements/Education/2012_education.aspx 
APEC Ministerial Meeting on Food Security
Theme: “Ensuring Food Security in the APEC Economies: Present Day Food Security Challenges in the APEC Region: Solutions and Prospects”
Date
:
30-31 May 2012
Venue
:
Kazan, Russia
Main Outcomes
1. The Ministers noted that since their First Meeting in Niigata in 2010, the situation in the field of food security has remained an issue of high importance.

2. The Meeting supported the long-term goal set by the Policy Partnership on Food Security (PPFS) to attain a food system structure by 2020 that would be sufficient to provide lasting food security to the Economies of the region.
3. The Ministers reaffirmed that APEC economies would collectively pursue the shared goals of sustainable development of the agricultural sector and facilitation of investment, trade and markets and reiterated their support for the Rome Principles on Sustainable Global Food Security. 
4. The Meeting agreed that it is necessary to raise agricultural productivity and decrease post-harvest losses, primarily through boosting investment and actively adopting innovative technologies in agriculture. Economies need to respond appropriately to environmental risks, to work collaboratively to prevent the global spread of animal and plant pests and diseases, to promote efficient utilization of agricultural inputs and natural resources, to engage farmers and to strengthen natural disaster preparedness. 
5. The Ministers recognized the need to create an enabling environment to encourage increased public and private investment in agriculture, as well as the important role for public-private partnership.  
6. The Ministers also took note of the positive role of foreign direct investment in increasing agricultural production, productivity and job creation and welcomed ongoing work of various international organizations to identify best practices of responsible agricultural investment. 
7. Further, the Meeting expressed that it is especially important to encourage the safe development and application of innovative agricultural technologies which requires a significant increase of long-term investment into agricultural research and development.
8. The Ministers agreed agricultural trade plays a key role in achieving food security and that one of the key objectives in the food sector is combining efforts to search for efficient ways and tools needed for formation and development of food markets. They agreed on the need to sustain the benefits of globalization and open markets. The Ministers confirmed the importance of APEC as a platform for technical cooperation and funding to economies in the field of food market infrastructure development and post-harvest losses reduction along the whole food supply chain - from production to consumption.
9. The Meeting also emphasized the importance of encouraging the further development of mutual understanding and recognition among economies regarding the benefits of harmonizing domestic regulations with international standards.
10. The Meeting urged Economies to intensify dialogue and cooperation on providing economic and physical access to food for socially vulnerable groups, including those facing emergency food needs. The Ministers decided that this topic should be included in the agenda of the ATCWG, PPFS and other relevant APEC bodies.
11. The Ministers requested Senior Officials and the Ocean and Fisheries Working Group (OFWG) to promote cooperation and exchange information concerning IUU fishing and management measures applied by the Regional Fisheries Management Organizations (RFMOs) and other relevant organizations.
12. The Meeting also stressed the importance of facilitating sustainable, open and fair trade in products of fisheries and aquaculture. 
13. The Ministers noted the progress in carrying out the Niigata Declaration on APEC Food Security and supported the importance of continuing to conduct reviews of the implementation of the Niigata Action Plan. The APEC Secretariat was instructed to take stock of the Action Plan implementation. 
To access the Joint Ministerial Statement, in its entirety, go to: 
http://www.apec.org/Meeting-Papers/Ministerial-Statements/Food-Security/2012_food.aspx 
18th APEC Ministers’ Responsible for Trade

Date
:
4-5 June 2012
Venue
:
Kazan, Russia
APEC Ministers Responsible for Trade met to advance work on promoting deeper economic integration and stronger innovative growth and discussed concrete steps being taken by member economies to achieve tangible results in the following 2012 priority issues:
· trade and investment liberalization, and regional economic integration 

· establishing reliable supply chains 

· intensive cooperation to foster innovative growth 

· strengthening food security 

Main Outcomes
1. Ministers remained firmly committed to keeping protectionism at bay and to continue working on initiatives that can contribute to further trade liberalisation. 

2. Ministers agreed on the importance of reporting regularly to APEC on developments related to the various ongoing efforts towards FTAAP. They also strongly supported the capacity building and guidance in this area including the implementation of the action plan framework on Capacity Building Needs Initiative (CBNI).
3. In reaffirming their commitment to APEC's work to define, shape, and address next generation trade and investment issues, Ministers endorsed transparency in trade agreements as a new next generation trade and investment issue and instructed officials to intensify the work on the issues selected in 2011 and 2012, and report to us at AMM on the specific and substantive deliverables.  
4. Ministers reaffirmed their commitment to promote trade and investment in environmental goods and services (EGS) in order to address environmental challenges and agreed to dedicating all available resources by AMM 2012 in Vladivostok to fulfill Leaders' instructions to work to develop in 2012 an APEC list of environmental goods that directly and positively contribute to our green growth and sustainable development objectives on which they resolved to reduce by the end of 2015 our applied tariff rates of 5 per cent or less, taking into account economies’ economic circumstances without prejudice to APEC economies' positions in the WTO.
5. Ministers committed to strengthen regional cooperation on trade and environmental matters. They will continue to advance shared green growth objectives and to address both the region's economic and environmental challenges by accelerating the transition towards a global low-carbon economy, which will contribute to energy security and reduce APEC's aggregate energy intensity.
6. Ministers welcomed the work being undertaken to strengthen cooperation and share best practice for purposes of combating illegal logging and associated trade. They instructed officials to take effective measures to facilitate the legal trade of forest products and reaffirmed their commitment to promote sustainable forest management and rehabilitation.
7. To advance the implementation of the APEC New Strategy for Structural Reform (ANSSR) endorsed by the Leaders in 2010, Ministers endorsed the 2013 ANSSR Mid-Term Progress Report Template for economies to highlight accomplishments in implementing structural reform priorities and track progress towards achieving their structural reform objectives by 2015.
8. Ministers supported further discussions of relevant issues on supply chain connectivity, including policy recommendations for trade facilitation, taking concrete actions to improve supply chain performance and taking a more systematic approach to addressing the underlying policies contributing to chokepoints in supply chains through targeted capacity-building.  They also encouraged the analysis of the regional supply chain routes in order to identify ways to increase efficiency of supply chains by minimizing transportation, customs, and transaction costs for businesses. 
9. Ministers instructed officials to advance the discussion on the technological enhancement of supply chains with a view to forming intelligent supply chains and making them greener, smarter, more efficient and visible. 
10. Ministers agreed to hold a meeting of the chief science advisors or equivalents from APEC economies in 2013 for hem to network and discuss scientific issues of importance to the region, thereby reinforcing science relations at a senior level across the Asia-Pacific. 
11. Recognizing recognized the importance of enhanced business involvement in discussions on innovation policy to our efforts to foster innovation in APEC economies, Ministers supported expanding the role of business and academia with establishing Policy Partnership on Innovation (PPI) and instructed officials to develop the PPI mandate by AMM in Vladivostok.
12. Ministers welcomed work to assist economies in implementing the 2011 Leaders’ commitment to promote effective, non-discriminatory, and market-driven innovation policy and instructed officials to take this work forward, including by producing of innovation and trade implementation practices for Annex A of the 2011 Leaders’ Statement.
13. Ministers confirmed the importance of bringing government, science, and businesses together to discuss issues associated with pre-commercialized technologies and share the prospects on development of relevant markets. Noting the results of the Innovation Technology Dialogue on Nanotechnology for Energy Efficiency held in May 2012 in Kazan, they instructed officials to finalize by the AMM in Vladivostok recommendations on how APEC economies can make a contribution to this issue and also to consider mechanisms to hold innovation technology dialogues in the future.
14. Ministers agreed to improve the quality and effectiveness of educational programs, and promote the development of IP education systems in APEC economies.
15. Ministers are committed to contribute to achieving the goals of the Niigata Declaration and the efforts made by APEC Ministers Responsible for Food Security on the Kazan Declaration on Food Security: increasing agricultural production and productivity; facilitating trade and developing food markets; enhancing food safety and quality; ensuring sustainable ecosystems based management and combating illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing and associated trade. 
16. Ministers appreciated the launch of the Asia-Pacific Food Security Information Platform (APIP) for effective food market monitoring and exchange of reliable and up-to-date information on production volumes, consumption, trade and food reserves for enhancing market transparency and predictability and mitigating the adverse effects of volatility of food prices.
To access the Joint Ministerial Statement, in its entirety, go to: 
http://www.apec.org/Meeting-Papers/Ministerial-Statements/Trade/2012_trade.aspx
10th Energy Ministerial Meeting
Theme: "Energy Security: Challenges and Strategic Choices"
Date          :    24-25 June 2012
Venue       :    St. Petersburg, Russia
The APEC Energy Ministers met in St. Petersburg, Russian Federation, on 25th June 2012 to discuss energy security challenges and strategic choices APEC economies face.

Main Outcomes
1. The Meeting emphasized the importance of the Energy Security Initiative (ESI), adopted by APEC Leaders in 2001, and charge the Energy Working Group (EWG) and to take measures to further its implementation. 
2. It was also recalled that APEC Leaders confirmed in their 2011 Declaration that trade and investment continue to be important for promoting regional energy security and greater economic prosperity.
3. The Ministers expressed the importance of evaluating the production, trade potential and environmental impact of shale gas and other unconventional natural gas resources, as well as to promote steady investment in natural gas infrastructure, for increasing energy security and economic growth in the APEC region.  

4. It was also stated that technology development and deployment should be promoted for low-emission energy supply options including carbon capture and storage, renewable energy sources and bio-energy from sustainable biomass sources. 

5. The Meeting also commended progress on the Energy Smart Communities Initiative with its pillars of smart transport, buildings, power grids and jobs and education to share best practices that economies can use to improve energy efficiency. It also underlined the successful progress of the APEC Low-Carbon Model Town Project.

6. The Ministers affirmed their commitment to the Action Agenda to Move APEC toward an Energy Efficient, Sustainable, Low-carbon Transport Future adopted at the first joint Transportation and Energy Ministerial Conference in San Francisco, United States, in 2011. 
7. To ensure the safety of peaceful nuclear energy, the Meeting welcomed Economies which have nuclear power programs, to share expertise, knowledge and best practices at the request of economies interested in developing nuclear power programs. These Economies confirmed their full acceptance of commitments to other economies for safety, security and non-proliferation related to, and as the fundamental elements of the peaceful uses of nuclear energy. Particular attention should be given to strengthening cooperation between the interested member economies of APEC and the relevant international organizations. 
8. The Ministers reaffirmed their commitment to the Green Growth goals set by APEC Leaders in Honolulu, United States in 2011 and to the aspirational goal to reduce aggregate energy intensity of APEC economies by 45 percent from 2005 levels by 2035.  They also reaffirmed the commitment of APEC Leaders to rationalize and phase out inefficient fossil-fuel subsidies that encourage wasteful consumption, while recognizing the importance of providing those in need with essential energy services. It was agreed that the EWG should continue to build regional capacity for the reform of inefficient fossil fuel subsidies. APEC economies were urged to continue to report on progress using the Voluntary Reporting Mechanism. 

9. The Ministers instructed the Energy Working Group (EWG) to review the current state and prospects of the energy markets of the APEC region, with emphasis on the role of natural gas in the total energy balance. Further, the EWG was instructed to develop specific measures and recommendations to expand natural gas trade, investment and production in the APEC region. 

10. The EWG and APERC were requested to work in collaboration with the International Energy Agency (IEA) and ASEAN on activities to improve the response to oil and gas emergency situations in the APEC region.
11. The EWG was further requested to study the prospects for interested APEC economies to cooperate in the peaceful use of nuclear energy. The EWG was also asked to prepare a list of measures and recommendations for the creation of conditions for the organization of APEC economies’ cooperation in the field of peaceful use of nuclear energy as well as for emergencies prevention, mutual emergency warning, and enhanced safety at nuclear facilities.  

12. The Meeting agreed that the EWG implement studies and initiatives to cope with energy security challenges through cooperation with relevant multilateral organizations. 

To access the Joint Ministerial Statement, in its entirety, go to: 
http://www.apec.org/Meeting-Papers/Ministerial-Statements/Energy/2012_energy.aspx 

Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Mining
Date          :    27-28 June 2012
Venue       :    St. Petersburg, Russia
The Meeting highlighted the importance of regional integration, fostering investment, increasing social responsibility, innovation and environmental advances in mining and metallurgy to achieve sustainable development in mining.

Main Outcomes
1. The Ministers expressed: 
· As APEC is the biggest producer and consumer of mineral resources, the APEC mining and metallurgy industries have a tremendous impact on the world’s markets for raw materials.  Further, mining and metallurgy industries are significant contributors to APEC economies and are of major social importance to the majority of APEC economies;
· The need to meet continued demand for mineral resources requires great activity by the APEC economies to attract and stimulate investment.  Further development of approaches in the sphere of subsoil use in the APEC economies should promote, rather than block, investment activities in the mining sectors of the APEC economies. Special attention should be paid to the priorities expressed by the business community;
· Stimulating prospective scientific research in the exploration, development, and extraction of natural resources is an important task. Promotion of innovation in policy and technologies is crucial for the sector’s growth. Regulation based on scientific evidence and data is an important prerequisite for responsible and sustainable innovation. Development of legislation and regulation pertaining to metals and their alloys must be transparent, based on sound science, should be no more trade restrictive than necessary and should take into account the consequences of such regulations.
2. Additionally, the Ministers noted the activities of the Mining Task Force (MTF) and approved of the main results of its efforts. MTF activities have demonstrated the importance of coordinating information about policies and developments in the mining and metallurgy sectors, as well as interacting with other international bodies. They recognized the MTF report on “Sustainable Development in the Mining Sector in APEC,” that was submitted to the United Nations. This report addresses topics including sustainable development, corporate social responsibility, environmental protection, and the effects of European Union regulations governing nickel-containing substances.

To access the Joint Ministerial Statement, in its entirety, go to: 

http://www.apec.org/Meeting-Papers/Ministerial-Statements/Mining/2012_mining.aspx 

Meeting of Ministers Responsible for the Environment
Date          :    16-18 July 2012
Venue       :    Khabarosvk, Russia
The Meeting of APEC Energy Ministers in Khabarovsk on 18th July 2012 focused on conservation of biological diversity; sustainable water management and trans-boundary watercourses; trans-boundary air pollution and climate change and support for green growth.
Main Outcomes
1.
The Ministers shared the conviction that environmental protection and the sustainable use of natural resources, ecosystems and biodiversity are essential foundations for achieving sustainable economic and social results for the APEC region. They welcomed the outcome of the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development (Rio+20) held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil on 20-22 June, 2012 and resolved to act on the commitments made at Rio in their respective economies and through cooperation in the framework of APEC.
2.
Further, the Ministers noted that the environmental situation has not significantly improved over the last decades with the extinction of many plant and animal species, deforestation and forest degradation, depletion of natural resources, pollution of the oceans and the atmosphere. These are mainly due to expansion of human activities and unsustainable consumption and production patterns.  Additionally, there are new environmental challenges that need to be addressed. Recognizing the complex nature of sustainable development, the Ministers emphasized the importance of an inter-disciplinary approach to addressing this task while expressing their appreciation for the environmentally-oriented work carried out by other APEC fora and ministerial meetings.
3.
The Ministers also recognized the loss of biodiversity and degradation of ecosystems that highlights the need for urgent and decisive measures to conserve biodiversity and build ecosystem resilience.  They expressed their support for the objectives of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), and implementation of the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 adopted in 2010 and the achievement of the Aichi Biodiversity Targets.
4.
On the sustainable use of natural resources, Ministers welcomed the Joint Statement of the 2012 APEC Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Mining, held in Saint Petersburg, the Russian Federation on 27-28 June 2012, while noting that the Asia-Pacific region is the biggest producer and consumer of mineral resources, that the sector is of major economic and social importance for the APEC economies, and that there is a need to adopt domestic environmental regulations which encourage resource development while at the same time protecting human health and the environment.
5.
As regards sustainable water management and trans-boundary watercourses, Ministers expressed that water is at the core of sustainable development and highlighted its link to economic growth, poverty reduction, food security, a better sanitary state of the environment and ecosystems protection. They pointed out the importance of regional and global partnership efforts to achieve comprehensive and sustainable approaches to the management of water resources.
6.
 Ministers noted the need for actions to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, including through increasing energy efficiency, developing low-carbon technologies and alternative and renewable energy sources, promoting sustainable transport and urban infrastructure development and addressing deforestation and forest degradation and reiterated their support to work together towards the success of the UNFCCC COP 18 in Doha, including the establishment of the Durban Platform.
7.
In support of Green Growth Ministers recognized it as one of the important pathways to the achievement of sustainable development and noted the important contributions of the UN Conference on Sustainable Development (Rio+20). In that regard, they committed to countering the environmental challenges facing the region, supporting the work being done in APEC with respect to environmental goods and services as well as reduction of aggregate energy intensity of APEC economies.
To access the Joint Ministerial Statement, in its entirety, go to: 

http://www.apec.org/Meeting-Papers/Ministerial-Statements/Environment/2012_environment.aspx?sc_camp=5AEFCEA696554E8FB1216AA388BB8673 
Tourism Ministerial Meeting
Theme:
Tourism Facilitation for a Robust Economy of the Asia-Pacific
Date          :    23-24 July 2012
Venue       :    Khabarosvk, Russia
Main Outcomes
1. The Ministers expressed that tourism provides direct and indirect channels for sourcing economic growth through cross-border trade and investment, and supports supply chains in services and related employment. 

2. In view of its importance, Ministers proposed to seek the consideration of Leaders to include in their Declaration of Vladivostok, a paragraph on the importance of travel and tourism as a vehicle for job creation, economic growth and development. 
3. The Meeting adopted the APEC Tourism Strategic Plan (ATSP) as the operational framework for future APEC work in this area over the period 2012-2015.

4. The Ministers endorsed the APEC Guidelines on Ensuring Tourist Safety which will provide member economies with best-practice information in designing measures to better protect tourists home and abroad.

5. The Meeting instructed the Tourism Working Group to support the implementation of the Travel Facilitation Initiative (TFI) and to increase its participation in TFI components.

6. The Ministers recognised the role and benefits of air transport and the reaffirmed the importance of assessing air connectivity in the Asia-Pacific, the liberalisation of air transport services and the measurement of its subsequent impact on tourist flows in the region.
7. The Meeting also expressed support for further implementation of sustainable tourism activities and promote investment in sustainable tourism as recognized in the outcome of Rio+20 (the UN Conference on Sustainable Development) on 20-22 June 2012, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.

8. Further, the Meeting instructed TWG to work urgently on assessing the implications for travel and tourism of aviation-related taxes. 
To access the Joint Ministerial Statement, in its entirety, go to:    
http://www.apec.org/Meeting-Papers/Ministerial-Statements/Tourism/2012_tourism.aspx
9th Small and Medium Enterprises Ministers Meeting
Theme: Promoting SME Cooperation for Innovative Growth in the APEC Region
Date          :    3 August 2012
Venue       :    St. Petersburg, Russia
Main Outcomes

1.
The Ministers endorsed the SMEWG’s 2013-2016 Strategic Plan paying particular attention to the following areas: a) Building Management Capability, Entrepreneurship and Innovation; b) Financing; and c) Business Environment, Market Access and Internationalization.
2.
The Meeting reaffirmed the importance of addressing trade and investment barriers and improving the business environment for SMEs, including youth, women entrepreneurs, and MEs in the APEC region, and endorsed the results and efforts made by the SMEWG on financing, open and transparent business environment and high transportation and related costs, recognizing the importance of addressing trade barriers identified in Big Sky, Montana at the 18th Ministerial Meeting.
3.
Further, the Ministers agreed that corruption imposes a significant market access barrier and high costs for SMEs.  To address this challenge, they endorsed the principles for voluntary codes of business ethics for the medical device, biopharmaceutical, and construction/engineering sectors. They underlined the importance of working to raise awareness of these principles and welcomed progress in implementing these principles, through the development of codes of ethics by industry associations and companies and capacity building efforts.
4.
The Ministers also agreed that effective protection of intellectual property rights (IPRs) and simultaneous reduction of trade and investment barriers in this field are among the key issues for further SMEs development in the APEC region. They welcomed Russia’s proposal to organize a joint meeting of IPEG and SMEWG so as to facilitate further collaboration between the fora and to work further on the cross-cutting issues, including the formation of an accessible system of receipt of protection documents for the intellectual property items for SMEs.
5.
The Meeting recognized the importance of the Russian initiative to the creation of a common information resource for SMEs which will promote companies’ inclusion in global supply chains and will ultimately foster innovation development in the APEC region.
6.
The Ministers endorsed the adoption of the “Guideline on Promoting SME Business Continuity Plans to Strengthen Reliability of Supply Chains”, formulated by an Expert Group in Chinese Taipei, and urged APEC fora and governments to cooperate on assisting SMEs to develop disaster preemptive mechanisms in accordance with the Guideline.
7.
The Ministers welcomed work that promotes the exchange of best practices for instruments that support innovative SMEs and MEs and instructed officials to develop capacity-building activities to deliver effective economic and technical cooperation.
8.
Further, the Ministers recognized the importance of the inclusion of young entrepreneurs in economic activities and, in this regard, supported the implementation of the Young Entrepreneurs Network (YEN) and welcomed the first YEN meeting that was held on August 2, 2012 in St. Petersburg, Russia; endorsing the results of the first meeting and agreeing with the format of this event on an ongoing basis as a part of the SME Working Group.

9.
The Meeting reaffirmed the crucial role of SMEs and MEs as an integral part of economic growth and as a source of forward-thinking ideas; and instructed officials to pay special attention to innovative SMEs and MEs in the work of SMEWG in the future. 
To access the Joint Ministerial Statement, in its entirety, go to: http://www.apec.org/Meeting-Papers/Ministerial-Statements/Small-and-Medium-Enterprise/2012_sme.aspx. 

Transportation Ministerial Meeting Special Session
Theme: Development of Integrated Supply Chains for Innovative Growth 
in the Asia-Pacific Region 
Date          :    3 August 2012
Venue       :    St. Petersburg, Russia
Main Outcomes

1. The Ministers recognized that reliable supply chains are crucial for maintaining sustainable development and providing economic, energy, food and environmental security in the region. 

2. The Meeting acknowledged the on-going activities of the APEC Transportation Working Group (TPTWG) to study and enhance supply chains and its role in the implementation of the Supply Chain Connectivity Action Plan. 

3. The Ministers reaffirmed their commitment to the goals set in 2010 Leaders’ Declaration for a !0 percent increase in supply chain performance and agreed to jointly explore opportunities for the diversification of supply chain routes across all modes, the improvement of supply chain connectivity, and the establishment of a logistics information service network.

4. Further, the Ministers instructed TPTWG to undertake a comparison study of major existing and potential alternative transportation supply chain routes to make transportation faster, securer and greener.

5. The Ministers also shared a common understanding that supply chains should be considered as a single modern network that is equipped with intelligent technologies to protect the interests of both producers and consumers; enhance the quality and speed of delivery; and increase transparency and the ability to control and track the movement of dangerous goods and hazardous materials. 

6. The TPTWG was instructed to hold consultations with industry and other stakeholders on the issue of the technological modernization of supply chains. 

7. The Meeting supported the creation of a framework to define the important properties of a resilient supply chain to help strengthen transportation infrastructure.

8. The Ministers also supported the idea of identifying best practices for early warning of emergencies to increase the safety of cross-border transportation.

To access the Joint Ministerial Declaration in its entirety, go to: 
http://www.apec.org/Meeting-Papers/Ministerial-Statements/Transportation/2012_transport.aspx
Telecommunications and Information Ministerial Meeting
Theme: Building Confidence and Security in the Use of ICT to Promote Economic Growth and prosperity
Date          :    6-8 August 2012
Venue       :    St. Petersburg, Russia
Main Outcomes

1.
The Ministers recognized the important role of Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) in the common goals of APEC towards achieving regional prosperity, stability and sustainable growth. Ministers welcomed work that has been undertaken by officials in response to the Okinawa Declaration of 2010 and the Bangkok Declaration of 2008. Ministers expanded on the previously identified goal of universal access to broadband to ensure that such access is both affordable and of sufficient quality.  Ministers instructed officials to work on the following issues:

· to implement the APEC Cross Border Privacy Rules;
· to promote network integrity and resilience; 

· take measures to improve ICT security;

· work towards bridging the digital divide;
· make concerted efforts towards the development of the ubiquitous network society built on advances in ICT;

· continuing development of the Asia-Pacific Information Society (APIS);
· continue multi-stakeholder cooperation to expand and strengthen the Asia-Pacific Information Infrastructure (APII) and to build confidence and security in the use of ICT;

· consider the synergies and linkages of the work of the OECD, ITU and APT with that of TEL.

2.
Ministers further instructed officials to achieve these objectives by focussing on the following issue areas:

· Developing ICT to Promote New Growth;
· Enhancing Socio-Economic Activities through the Use of ICT;
· Promoting Safe and Trusted ICT Environment;
· Promoting Regional Economic Integration;
· Strengthening Cooperation in the ICT Sector. 

3.
The Ministers instructed officials to report on the implementation of this Declaration at the next APEC TELMIN.
To access the Joint Ministerial Statement, in its entirety, go to: http://www.apec.org/Meeting-Papers/Ministerial-Statements/Telecommunications-and-Information/2012_tel.aspx
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