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Report of the Management Council Meeting of the Policy Partnership on Food Security
The 1st Policy Partnership on Food Security Management Council Meeting was held on 5 Feb 2012 in Moscow, Russia.  The meeting was chaired by Mr. Sergey Aleksashenko from the Russian Federation.  The Vice-Chairs were Mr. Bradley Fenwick from USA, Dr. Haryono from Indonesia, and Mr. David Dodwell from ABAC.  The meeting was attended by government and private sector representatives from Australia, Canada, Chile, China, Indonesia, Japan, Korea, Malaysia, Philippines, Russia, Singapore, Chinese Taipei, Thailand, and the United States of America.  The APEC Secretariat and the Chair of HLPDAB Mr. Dmitry Dorokhov from Russia also attended.

Welcoming Remarks from Mr. Oleg Aldoshin, Deputy Minister of Agriculture of the Russian Federation
The Deputy Minister of Agriculture welcomed the delegates and reiterated that the Niigata Declaration is the focal point of APEC work for Food Security and called for joint efforts from APEC on Food Security to work together to  achieve the two objectives which are the sustainable development of agriculture sector and facilitation of agricultural trade and investment. PPFS is a meaningful means to achieve these goals. PPFS is a newly emerged forum with specific objective of continuing dialogues between public and private sectors in APEC.

The PPFS Terms of Reference defined that the long term goal of the PPFS shall be the attainment of a food system structure by 2020 sufficient to provide lasting food security to APEC member economies. It is important for the PPFS to consolidate views from all its members and partners, draw realistic and definite plans towards ensuring regional and global food security and work closely with all the involved stakeholders.
The APEC food security agenda makes urgent to get down to a number of relevant issues concerning food markets stability and transparency, increase of production, investment and research in agriculture, development and application of innovative technologies, social aspects of food security. Russia has made its contribution and developed a number of initiatives to foster food security.

Participants of PPFS 
The meeting discussed the structure and representatives to the PPFS according to the PPFS TOR which was endorsed in 2011. The chair proposed that each economy may nominate up to three participants to PPFS, from the government, private sector and from each member’s ABAC. Mr. David Dodwell from ABAC proposed that up to three private sector representatives for three years period from both demand and supply side from business organizations with food security concerns can me nominated. Japan suggested nomination of private sector representative from farmers’ group and some members expressed importance of participation from farmers’ groups who can present women’s participatory activity, and problem and its solution of increasing agricultural productions. Members also discussed the rotational basis of vice-chair of the PPFS from ABAC.  The Management Council is of the view that the PPFS should be an open forum, with high level participation from the private sector and is supportive of ABAC’s recommendation. The Chair will communicate directly with Senior Officials requesting the nomination of member economy’s representatives to PPFS by 1 March 2012, as well as communicate directly with the ABAC Chair requesting the nomination of the representatives of the private business so that work on PPFS can commence.
Discussion on the PPFS Terms of Reference

It was noted that PPFS should not duplicate the work of other APEC fora related to food security issues, and thus primarily concentrate on consultative activity. Regarding the PPFS ToR objectives attention of participants was drawn to points 3, 4, 8 and 9 which seem to overlap with ATCWG. At the same time it was suggested to broaden PPFS follow up capacities.       

PPFS Support Unit
The Chair came up with proposal to establish the PPFS Support Unit to facilitate the collaboration between government representatives and private sector. A draft letter on the issue addressed to the ABAC Chair 2012 was discussed. It was decided to work additionally on the draft letter by email to precise a scope of activity of the proposed body.  
Discussion on a mechanism to coordinate PPFS with ATCWG and HLPDAB
The meeting was informed of the works of HLPDAB and ATCWG and recognized that the works of PPFS, ATCWG and HLPDAB may be inter-connected and should focus on creating the synergies between the three foras.  The meeting was recommended to regularly invite the Lead Shepherd from ATCWG and the Chair of HLPDAB to attend PPFS meetings. Members also had a discussion on the needs to avoid duplicating each other’s work and agreed to discuss on this matter further at the PPFS Plenary Meeting in May 2012.


Draft Agenda for the PPFS Plenary Meeting in Kazan

The meeting discussed Russia’s proposal of the draft agenda for PPFS Plenary Meeting in May 2012 that would focus the discussion on

· Development of national food security policies in APEC economies.
· Increased investment in agricultural research and development, at a national and global levels

· Reduction of food losses and costs through the food supply chain

· Improvement of business environment to facilitate investment in agriculture sector of APEC economies

· Information sharing through the Asia-Pacific Food Security Information Platform (APIP)

Japan also proposed that the draft agenda includes the issue of strengthening and enhancing food security by collaboration with stakeholders concerned with the whole food supply chain. Chinese Taipei also proposed that the draft agenda includes all the work related to the Food Security Action Plan that has been implemented so far. Thailand proposed to add an agenda on the reduction of Non-Tariff Barriers (NTBs) in food products in APEC economies since these become barriers to food trade which threatening to food security in the region.

The Management Council will circulate revised draft agenda to members for comments and endorsement inter-sessionally.

Food Security Ministerial Meeting in May 2012
Russia informed the meeting that the date of the Food Security Ministerial Meeting (30-31 May 2012) will be confirmed in about one week as discussions are going on with Mexico, who plans to hold the G20 Minister of Agriculture meeting at the same dates. The confirmation should be made at SOM1. Russia also plans to hold two separate meetings to draft the Food Security Ministerial Declaration, and will circulate the first draft within two weeks so that members can begin the consideration process. Japan explained basic concept of food security which showed increase of agricultural production and construction of fair and efficient food chain for contribution to ministerial meeting, and progress of Asia Pacific Information Platform (APIP).  Chinese Taipei and Indonesia expressed views on the works done so far in accordance with the Food Security Ministerial Declaration with regards to APEC Food Emergency Response Mechanism and linkages between APEC works on food security and ASEAN Plus Three Emergency Rice Reserve (APTERR) mechanism.
