SUB-COMMITTEE ON CUSTOMS PROCEDURES

SENIOR OFFICIALS MEETING II
May 22-24, 2012

Kazan, The Russian Federation

Agenda Item #1: Opening Remarks

· The Chair opened the second Meeting of the Sub-Committee on Customs Procedures in 2012.

Agenda Item #2: Adoption of the Agenda

· SCCP adopted the agenda for the second meeting in 2012.

Agenda Item #3: Comments from the CTI Chair
· No discussion was made because of the absence of the CTI Chair.
Agenda Item #4: Official Photograph
· SCCP members participated in the official photograph.

Agenda Item #5: Cross-Fora Collaboration
· A representative of the Chemical Dialogue made a presentation on their interest in Single Window approach for facilitating trade of chemical goods and expressed an idea for a joint activity between CD and SCCP to seek for joint recommendations. The SCCP Chair concluded that SCCP would support the initiative.
· A representative of the Sub-Committee on Standards and Conformance reported the outcome of the Workshop on the Supply Chain Visibility and the recommendation on the APEC Implementation for Cargo Status Information Network for enhancing Supply Chain Visibility.
· United States updated the progress of the APEC Travel Facilitation Initiative. SCCP noted that SCCP is requested to choose a representative for the TFI Steering Council. 
· Indonesia presented an information paper on Travel Facilitation for Disaster Personnel and Personnel Equipment in Times of Disasters in the Asia-Pacific Region. SCCP noted that this initiative will be further discussed during the next meeting of Emergency Preparedness Working Group on 29-30 May 2012 at the sidelines of SOM2 Kazan, Russia. Subject to the views and endorsements by EPWG members and EPWG will soon propose to hold a policy dialogue with the SCCP and BMG during SOM 1 of APEC 2013. 
Agenda Item #6: Supply-Chain Connectivity Framework
· United States provided updates on CTI-level initiatives under the Supply Chain Connectivity Framework that have a nexus to customs, such as the progress of the initiative to Advance the Action Plan for Chokepoint 1and de-minimis capacity building.

· Chile presented a questionnaire on Chokepoint 8: Lack of Regional Cross-Border Customs-Transit Arrangements. SCCP noted that the members are requested to answer the questionnaire by the end of June.

Agenda Item #7: Single Window
· Japan reported the progress of the preparation for the second workshop on Single Window in 2012 and requested the SCCP members to participate in the workshop.
· WCO shared with the SCCP members the updated information on its work in relation to dematerialization as well as work conducted within the Globally Networked Customs.

· Thailand informed the SCCP members of her completion of Single Window by the end of 2012 and expressed her expectation for any interested economies to join the SW program.
· Colombia reported the new developments of its Single Window (Simultaneous Inspection of Merchandise for Imports and Logistics Modules).

Agenda Item #8: Authorized Economic Operator and Customs-Business Partnership
· Korea and WCO reported an overview on the outcomes of the 2012 WCO AEO Global Conference.
· Hong Kong, China made a presentation on the Hong Kong Authorized Economic Operator Program.
· United States provided an update on the AEO Capacity Building Plan. SCCP welcomed the US initiative to hold regional capacity building conferences on AEO.
· Colombia reported the new progresses on AEO, such as an online self-evaluation which is designed for companies to measure their level of preparation to join the program. Colombia showed its interest in making agreements of mutual recognition with other economies in the future.
· United States provided an update on the WCO Americas and Caribbean Region Uruguay Resolution regarding promotion and implementation of AEO in the region and the Customs-Business Virtual Working Group. SCCP noted the timeframe for the establishment of the Customs-Business Virtual Working Group. SCCP decided that the private sector participants should be finalized by the end of June and a draft agenda for 2013 should be provided by the end of August. SCCP also noted that collaboration with WCO Private Sector Consultative Group is important and the number of private sector participants should be limited. 
· Ms. Nasim Deylami, a guest from the United States Council for International Business, expressed its support to develop Customs-Business Virtual Working Group. 
Agenda Item #9: Intellectual Property Rights
· Russia made a presentation on Russian Customs Protecting IPR, Legislation & Practice.
· Thailand stressed the importance of the SCCP members to set up a regulation on IPR specially designed for Customs Administration.

· United States presented a Counterfeit Electronics Operation Proposal to conduct a second voluntary IPR mutual enforcement operation. SCCP approved the US proposal. Some economies agreed to participate. Additional economies were encouraged to participate in the operation.
Agenda item #10: Trade Recovery
· Japan made a presentation on “Measures Taken by Japan Customs for Facilitating Recovery from the Great East Japan Earthquake,” to share the information and the lessons with SCCP members on its trade recovery action after the Great East Japan Earthquake. 
· United States updated the SCCP on its multiyear project to develop a mechanism to exchange primary and supplement elements of information in trade recovery scenarios and its discussion with the WCO regarding their ability to create such a mechanism.  

Agenda item #11: Information Technology & Risk Management

· Russia made a presentation on Information Customs Technologies and E-Document Circulation. 
· Colombia reported that it is implementing a module of risk management in the single window in order to classify requests of approvals prior to the imports and exports by level of risk, reduce the time of manual revision process and increase the efficiency of the system.

Agenda Item #12: Other Business  
· The Chair made a presentation on the revised proposal on Possible Measures to Harmonize Approaches to Customs Administration in APEC Economies. SCCP recommends the below to be incorporated in the MRT statement. 
We emphasize the importance of further facilitation and harmonization of customs procedures in APEC economies to make global trade more predictable and transparent and to ensure secure global trade. In this regard, we instruct SCCP to promote this work to realize steady implementation of international standard such as the Revised Kyoto Convention and WCO/APEC SAFE Framework of Standards.

We also emphasize the necessity of cooperative efforts among BMG, CTTF, SCCP, TPTWG in particular, on best practices to improve reliability of supply chains, effective risk management and diversification, in conjunction with relevant international organizations such as the World Customs Organization. We encourage Ministers of Transport to make concrete decisions to take further the work in the sphere of improving supply chains visibility and reliability.

· Canada provided an update on the SME initiatives.
· SCCP approved its CAP review for 2012. SCCP approved Japan’s proposal on the reform of the CAP review.
· SCCP welcomed Japan’s proposal on the SCCP-related Cross-Fora Matrix.
· The APEC Secretariat made a brief report on the progress of the examination for the two SCCP projects.
· The SCCP endorsed the Terms of Reference.
· Australia, Canada, People’s Republic of China, Hong Kong, China, Japan, New Zealand, Peru, the Philippines, Chinese Taipei, Russia, Thailand and United States were chosen as new Friends of the Chair for 2013.
Agenda Item #13: Adoption of the Report of the 2nd Meeting of the SCCP in 2012 
· The SCCP adopted the Report of the 2nd Meeting of the SCCP in 2012.

Agenda Item #14: Chair’s Closing Remarks 
· The Chair provided closing remarks to mark the conclusion the SCCP 2 2012 Plenary session.

