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The first meeting of the SOM Steering Committee on ECOTECH (SCE) was held in Moscow, Russia on 16 February 2012.  It was attended by representatives of all 21 APEC economies, including Senior Officials from 18 economies and the APEC Secretariat Executive Director. Representatives of ABAC, ATCWG, EPWG, HWG, ISTWG, OFWG, TELWG, TPTWG, TWG and the MTF also attended.
The meeting was chaired by Ambassador Yuri Thamrin, Senior Official of Indonesia for APEC.  The Vice Chair of the meeting was Ambassador Gennady Ovechko, Ambassador-at-Large, and the Senior Official of Russia for APEC.

Agenda Item 1: Welcome by SCE Chair, Amb. Yuri Thamrin 

The SCE Chair welcomed all members to the first meeting of the SCE in 2011. The SCE Chair emphasized the need to address cross-cutting issues, and to ensure its reflection in the sub-fora work plan. Through the SCE-COW Policy Dialogue on Cross-Cutting Issue: Food Security, SCE could provide policy guidance on cross-cutting issue of priority in the year, engage in dialogue with sub-fora on how to align it with APEC goals, while complementing and adding value to other regional endeavor.     
Agenda Item 2: Adoption of the Agenda

The meeting agenda was adopted with amendments recommended by the Chair, a revised agenda was distributed during the meeting (2012/SOM1/SCE/001rev1). 

Agenda Item 3: SCE 2012 Work Plan
SCE to consider the 2012 Work Plan

The SCE Chair presented the SCE 2012 Work Plan which includes providing policy guidance to sub fora and guidance for the development of sub fora strategic plans, working on cross-cutting issues and its coordination among and across fora, and completion of independent assessments. The 2012 SCE Work Plan (document 2012/SOM1/SCE/002) was approved without amendment.
Agenda Item 4: SCE Terms of Reference
SCE to consider its TOR
The Chair noted that the SCE Terms of Reference (document 2012/SOM1/SCE/003) require that they be reviewed every two years.  Comments will be sought from SCE members intersessionally with a view to completing the review at SCE2.

Agenda Item 5: Enhancing Economic and Technical Cooperation in APEC
5.1 SCE Chair to introduce a discussion on ways to improve coordination on cross-cutting issues in APEC
The Chair introduced a proposal for a “Framework to Discuss Cross-Cutting Issues in APEC” (document 2012/SOM1/SCE/004).  Members agreed with the importance of this topic in the APEC context and agreed to consider a draft framework which will be distributed intersessionally with a goal of completion at SCE2.

5.2 SCE to discuss cross-cutting issues in APEC, such as Travel Facilitation Initiative, and Advancing Sustainable Development of Oceans

The United States introduced a discussion on coordination within APEC of the Travel Facilitation Initiative (TFI) noting the cross-cutting nature of the initiative across sub fora as well as across committees. The United States noted the lack of a natural home within any of the existing APEC fora. The United States expressed a willingness at this time to coordinate the efforts within the many fora whose involvement will be required for success of the project.  SCE agreed to continue discussions at SCE2 to ensure there is a forum within the APEC structure that takes overall responsibility for such cross-cutting initiatives within APEC. 

Indonesia presented a concept paper on “Promoting Blue Economy Initiatives to Strengthening Food Security Linked to Climate Change in the Asia-Pacific Region” (document 2012/SOM1/SCE/005) as a way to address all elements for achieving sustainable development of oceans and marine resources.   Member economies expressed support and will provide input and comments to elaborate on the proposal with the view of further discussing it at SCE2. 
Agenda Item 6: Strengthening Existing ECOTECH Process
6.1 The meeting to discuss progress and directions for continued right-sizing of fora

The Chair noted the letter that was sent in December to all ECOTECH Chairs/Lead Shepherds and requested that members come prepared at SCE2 to continue the discussions which took place in 2011 on the question of mergers and streamlining of Fora.

6.2 SCE to consider the Report of the APEC Secretariat Executive Director on the Alignment of Fora Work Plans with APECs Overall Vision and Objectives

The Executive Director of the APEC Secretariat presented a report on behalf of fora Chairs/Lead Shepherds on the alignment of fora work plans with APEC’s overall vision and objectives (document 2012/SOM1/SCE/006). The report noted that four groups, the OFWG, PPWE, EGILAT and EPWG have not yet submitted a work plan for 2012.  Overall, however, the 2012 work plans show a wide range of activities in many fora spanning the annual APEC priorities for 2012 as well as the ECOTECH medium-term objectives. The report was endorsed by the SCE.
Agenda Item 7: Independent Assessment of SCE Fora
7.1 The Secretariat to present the progress report of the ongoing independent assessments of ACT, TELWG, PPWE, and ATCWG/HLPDAB
The SCE noted the APEC Secretariat Progress Report on the implementation of the Independent Assessment of the ACT, TELWG, PPWE, and ATCWG/HLPDAB (document 2012/SOM1/SCE/007).

7.2 The Secretariat to respond to the review of the process of independent assessments undertaken in 2011 with a view to improving the effectiveness and efficiency of the independent assessments
The Secretariat presented a response to the recommendations approved by the SCE in 2011 on ways to improve the independent assessment processes (document 2012/SOM1/SCE/008).  SCE endorsed the division of roles and responsibilities of the various stakeholders in the independent assessment process as proposed by the Secretariat. The SCE also endorsed the recommendation that a key point of contact for assessors be assigned to help communicate the expectations of the SCE to the assessor. In order to ensure continuity over time, the key contact from the SCE will be from the same economy as the incoming SCE Chair.

Agenda Item 8: SCE Fora Administration
8.1 SCE to consider the mandate and TOR of the MTF

The MTF updated the SCE on discussions in the MTF regarding its mandate and TOR.  It was noted that the MTF does not currently have a valid mandate and that they will have a proposal at SCE2 to address this. It is anticipated that the MTF will request to be upgraded from a task force with a time limited mandate, to a working group.  The SCE will discuss this issue again at SCE2 once the proposal from the MTF has been received. 

8.2 SCE to consider the revised TOR for the HWG
The SCE endorsed the revised TOR for the HWG without amendment (document 2012/SOM1/SCE/010). The HWG Chair also updated the meeting on the status of a project on mother and child welfare.

8.3 SCE to consider the revised Medium Term Work Plan of the TPTWG
The TPTWG Chair introduced a revised medium term work plan (document 2011/SOM3/SCE/011) which was endorsed without amendment.

9.
Other Business 

9.1 SCE to consider Russian proposal on promoting evidence based policy making to support regional economic integration and sustainable growth
Russia presented a proposal a promoting evidence based policy making to support economic integration and sustain growth (document 2012/SOM1/SCE/013) based upon a self-funded project conducted in 2011.  While general support was expressed for this proposal, SCE members requested additional time to comment in order to more fully consider the proposal and to provide an opportunity for coordination with a similar project currently being undertaken by Korea. The proposal will be circulated after the meeting and economies provided time to comment on the proposal.
9.2 2012 Sectoral Ministerial meetings – Russia and Korea to brief the meeting on Sectoral Ministerial Meetings to be held in 2012
Russia presented a schedule of Ministerial meetings to be hosted by them in 2012 (document 2012/SOM1/SCE/014). With the exception of the ministerial meeting on food security, the dates for all 11 of these events have been fixed.
9.3 Document access - Members will be invited to decide on the classification of all documents relating to this meeting.

The SCE endorsed the Document Classification List (2011/SOM3/SCE/000). 
