Summary Report - SOM Steering Committee on ECOTECH

31 May 2012
Kazan, Russia
The Second meeting of the SOM Steering Committee on ECOTECH (SCE) was held in Kazan, Russia on 31 May 2012. It was attended by representatives of all 21 APEC economies, including Senior Officials from 13 economies and the APEC Secretariat Executive Director. The Chair of the Emergency Preparedness Working Group (EPWG), Lead Shepherd of Oceans and Fisheries Working Group (OFWG) and representatives of the Mining Task Force (MTF) and Small and Medium Enterprises Working Group (SMEWG) also attended.
The meeting was chaired by Ambassador Djauhari Oratmangun, Acting Senior Official of Indonesia for APEC. The Vice Chair of the meeting was Ambassador Gennady Ovechko, Ambassador-at-Large, and the Senior Official of Russia for APEC.

Agenda Item 1: Welcome by SCE Chair, Amb. Djauhari Oratmangun
The SCE Chair welcomed all members to the second meeting of the SCE in 2012. The SCE Chair summarized the work that was accomplished during the first SCE meeting and the SCE-COW meeting held in Moscow in February, including in the areas of cross-fora collaboration, strategic planning, endorsement of fora annual work plans, and discussions on evidence-based policy making. 
Agenda Item 2: Adoption of the Agenda

The meeting agenda (2012/SOM2/SCE/001) was adopted as presented, however members agreed that the discussions on topics 3.2 and 4 should be moved to the beginning of the meeting due to time conflicts of several presenters. 

Agenda Item 3: Review of SCE Fora Reform
3.1 Rightsizing of SCE fora – SCE to Continue its Discussion of Sub Fora Accountability and Communications
SCE to consider Russia’s proposal for the transformation of the Industrial Science and Technology Working Group (ISTWG) into a Policy Partnership on Innovation (PPI)
Russia presented a proposal for the transformation of the ISTWG into a PPI (2012/SOM2/SCE/026 & 027). This proposal would entail an expansion of the current ISTWG mandate to include the active participation of business and academia in order to build innovation policies on a market driven basis. Russia noted that while ISTWG members had expressed some concerns with the details of this proposal, the overall concept did receive general support.  While Russia has a preference to keep the name Policy Partnership on Innovation rather than expanding the name to incorporate “Science and Technology”, other concerns of ISTWG members are being addressed by ensuring that the new forum will preserve the ongoing work of the ISTWG and will report to the SCE.  The SCE discussed the proposal and requested that the ISTWG consider possible revision to its Terms of Reference for this expanded forum at their next meeting in August, and submit the TOR to the SCE for intersessional approval and endorsement prior to CSOM. 
SCE to consider the proposed mandate renewal for the Mining Task Force (MTF)
Dr Alexey Ivanov presented a proposal on behalf of the MTF requesting an extension of the MTF mandate for two years (2012 and 2013) (2012/SOM2/SCE/004). SCE members discussed the importance of mining to APEC economies and the contributions that the MTF can make to APEC’s agenda and the region. Several economies noted that the current status of the MTF as a task force having to seek a renewed mandate every two years may be limiting its ability to be effective. Appreciation was expressed for a proposal by Australia to transform the MTF into a working group. The US suggested the SCE wait to consider the issue until after the Ministers Responsible for Mining meeting has taken place. Following a proposal by Russia, SCE members endorsed an MTF mandate extension for a period of three years (2012-2014) noting that SCE is willing to consider a formal proposal to change the MTF status into a working group at a future meeting.
HLPDAB Terms of Reference

The SCE Chair recalled the decision by SCE in 2011 to request the HLPDAB to develop a Terms of Reference in 2012 that defines the scope of work for the forum. The Chair noted that discussions at the HLPDAB have included this topic but that they have not completed this task.  SCE endorsed a proposal from the Chair that he write a letter to the HLPDAB requesting that they speed up this process and include in these ToR’s a reference to holding of the HLPDAB meetings back to back with ATCWG or PPFS meetings.
OFWG Terms of Reference

The SCE endorsed the revised Terms of Reference for the OFWG as presented (2012/SOM2/SCE/005).

3.2 SCE to Consider the Update by the Executive Director of the APEC Secretariat on the Implementation of SCE Sub Fora Work Plans
The Executive Director of the APEC Secretariat presented a report on behalf of sub fora Chairs and Lead Shepherds updating members on the implementation of sub fora work plans (document 2011/SOM2/SCE/006). The presentation included a recommendation that SCE consider ways to increase participation by members in the EPWG, ISTWG, HWG and MTF and noted the work that has been done in 2012 in the area of communications.  The report was endorsed by the SCE.

Agenda Item 4: Enhancing Economic and Technical Cooperation in APEC
Improving Coordination on Cross-Cutting Issues in APEC

APEC TATF to present an update on Strategic Planning for the SCE Fora and present Strategic Planning for the SCE
Mr James Wallar of the APEC TATF presented an APEC Strategic Planning Checklist that he had also presented to a number of SCE Fora (2012/SOM2/SCE/008).  Key components of a strategic plan include a vision, a mission statement, objectives, critical success factors (key performance indicators), and a prioritized implementation schedule.  The SCE welcomed the ideas presented and agreed that the application of strategic planning to the SCE’s approach to cross-cutting issues would be valuable. SCE identified cross-cutting issues which may benefit from a strategic planning exercise such as food security, disaster management, travel facilitaton initiative, blue economy and on advancing science and technology.
SCE to consider the draft “Framework to Discuss Cross-Cutting Issues”
Indonesia presented a proposal for a “Framework to Discuss Cross-Cutting Issues in APEC: Creating Effective and Closer Coordination among SCE fora” (2012/SOM2/SCE/010).  The framework outlines a number of ways in which issues that have a natural home in many APEC fora can be discussed or coordinated between the fora, such as through discussion at the SCE-COW or policy dialogues, joint meetings, activities or projects, or through intersessional communication. The document will be further distributed to SCE fora to serve as is a living document that guide SCE fora when working on cross-cutting issues identified by Leaders, Ministers, and Senior Officials, to ensure alignment with APEC’s overall goals and objectives.
The SCE endorsed the framework and noted that it matches well with the emphasis being placed on strategic planning and ensuring that APEC work is effective.  Members also cautioned that care will need to be taken in implementing these measures to ensure that each forum is enabled to provide unrestricted contributions. It was also clarified that the development of a strategic plan by each SCE fora would replace the medium term work plans that were previously required of the fora.
SCE to consider the proposal by the United States for the creation of a Travel Facilitation Initiative Steering Council
The United States presented a proposal to create a Steering Council to coordinate, guide and report on the work being undertaken within APEC towards the Travel Facilitation Initiative (2012/SOM2/SCE/011). The proposal was endorsed by the SCE. A member economy noted the importance of the Steering Council providing updates to both SCE and CTI given the involvement of sub-fora under both groups. It was also agreed that the United States would take on the coordination role for the TFI Steering Council and that should the SCE fora involved in the TFI not appoint a representative to the Steering Council, the SCE will assume that this role is to be taken by the Chair of the forum involved. 
SCE to note updates on Indonesia’s proposal for “Blue Economy”

Indonesia presented an update to its vision and objectives for Blue Economy as an APEC priority in 2013 (2012/SOM2/SCE/022). The APEC Ocean Related Mapping Exercise (2012/SOM2/SCE/012) conducted earlier this year was presented to emphasize the importance of this issue as cross-cutting.
Agenda Item 5: SCE Terms of Reference
SCE to consider revisions to its TOR
The Chair introduced the SCE Terms of Reference and noted that revisions had been circulated intersessionally (2012/SOM2/SCE/013). The revised Terms of Reference were endorsed by members with one additional change to note that policy elements of the SCE agenda will be discussed at the SCE-COW.
Agenda Item 6: SCE Fora Report
SCE to Consider the 2012 SCE Fora Report
The SCE Fora report (2012/SOM2/SCE/014) was endorsed without amendment.
Agenda Item 7: Independent Assessment of SCE Fora

7.1 EPWG, SMEWG, MTF and OFWG to report on progress in implementing independent assessment recommendations
Dr Wei-Sen Li, Co-Chair of the EPWG presented a progress update on the implementation of the 2011 independent assessment recommendations on behalf of both the EPWG (2012/SOM2/SCE/023) and the SMEWG (2012/SOM2/SCE/015).  Updates on the implementation of the 2011 independent assessment recommendations to the OFWG and MTF (2012/SOM2/SCE/016) were also received from Ms Kalen Su, Lead Shepherd of the OFWG and Dr. Ivanov Alexey, Representative of the MTF Chair.
7.2 Ongoing Independent Assessments in 2012

The Secretariat to present a progress report on the ongoing independent assessments of the ACT, ATCWG/HLPDAB, and the PPWE.

The Secretariat to present the draft report of the independent assessment of TEL

Mr. Michael Vonk of the APEC Secretariat presented an update on the status of the ongoing independent assessments (2012/SOM2/SCE/017) noting that all assessments are currently on track to be completed intersessionally.  The value of SCE comments on the draft reports, including the TEL report (2012/SOM2/SCE/018) was highlighted in order to ensure that assessors have a solid understanding of the instructions provided by the SCE to the fora.
Agenda Item 8: Other Issues

8.1 SCE to consider the 2012 Annual Work Plan of the Experts Group on Illegal Logging (EGILAT), the Ocean and Fisheries Working Group (OFWG), and the Emergency Preparedness Working Group (EPWG)
The SCE endorsed the Annual Work Plans of the EGILAT (2012/SOM2/SCE/020), OFWG (2012/SOM2/SCE/025) and the EPWG (2012/SOM2/SCE/024) without amendment.

8.2 SCE to consider Russian proposal on promoting evidence based policy making to support regional economic integration and sustainable growth
Russia presented a revised proposal a promoting evidence based policy making to support economic integration and sustainable growth (2012/SOM2/SCE/021) which incorporated comments received from economies after SCE1.  SCE discussed the proposal and agreed that Russia should also circulate the proposal to the CTI and EC as many of the issues identified as benefiting from this work do not fall within the scope of the SCE, to gauge the interest in and support for developing a Concept Note for a multi-year project. 

8.3 Document access - Members will be invited to decide on the classification of all documents relating to this meeting.

The SCE endorsed the Document Classification List (2011/SOM3/SCE/000). 
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