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The first SCSC meeting was held on 9-10 February, 2012 at the World Trade Center, Moscow, Russian Federation.

The meeting was attended by representatives from: Australia; Brunei Darussalam; Canada; Chile; People’s Republic of China; Hong Kong, China;  Indonesia; Japan;  Republic of Korea; Malaysia; Mexico; New Zealand; Papua New Guinea; Peru; Russian Federation; Singapore; Chinese Taipei;  United States; Viet Nam; APEC Secretariat; Asia Pacific Legal Metrology Forum (APLMF); Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC); Asia Pacific Metrology Programme (APMP); Pacific Accreditation Cooperation (PAC) and Pacific Area Standards Congress (PASC).
1. Opening
The SCSC Chair welcomed the delegates to the meeting and introduced Vice Chairs and gave the floor to the representative of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Russian Federation, which outlined the priorities for 2012 (2012/SOM1/SCSC1/002). 
The SCSC Chair briefed on APEC Regulatory Cooperation Action Plan and ARCAM mechanism.
The SCSC Chair introduced the CTI Chair, who welcomed the SCSC members and reported on the CTI recent activities and priorities for 2012. The CTI Chair thanked SCSC for excellent cooperation and contribution in their activities.
2. Adoption of the Agenda 
SCSC members reviewed the Draft Agenda (2012/SOM1/SCSC1/001) and proposed the following changes:
United States requested to update the name of the project of APEC workshop on ”Ensuring Photovoltaic (PV) Reliability and Durability” held in October 2011 in Chinese Taipei.

APMP (on behalf of the SRBs) requested joint reporting on items 4.3 and 5 of agenda in tomorrow’s agenda.

Russian Federation proposed to delete the report of the Philippines as its representative is not attending the meeting.

China asked to delete from Future projects its report on the concept note “The Symposium on Enhancing Good Practice Cooperation on Special Quality Protection for Geographical Indication Products among APEC Economies”, as this proposal will be circulated for IPEG comments.
SCSC Chair confirmed that the Agenda was approved with the above changes.
3. Business Arrangements 
The SCSC Chair informed participants of the meeting program and other administrative arrangements, noting that interventions should be submitted in writing, if possible, prior to the closing of the meeting.

The SCSC Chair invited Russian Federation to brief on the arrangements for the SCSC social event and dinner. 
The SCSC Chair presented the Draft of the SCSC Terms of Reference (TOR) subject to revision in 2012 and invited participants to submit proposals and comments. 
APMP (on behalf of the SRBs) proposed to change Clause 4.1, referring to SRB attendance at SCSC   meetings by adding  the words “attend and participate in”.

SCSC Chair confirmed that SCSC Terms of Reference taking account of the above comment and comments of Russian Federation lay down in 2012/SOM1/SCSC/003 was endorsed by SCSC.
The APEC SCSC Secretary provided a comprehensive report on APEC Secretariat activities detailed in 2012/SOM1/SCSC1. 
4. SCSC Work Program for 2011 and Related Issues
(1) Trade Facilitation

Vietnam reported on the implementation of the SCSC’s Collective Action Plan (CAP) 2011 in trade facilitation and briefly presented the Draft CAP 2012 Vietnam (2012/SOM1/SCSC/012). In particular, SCSC members are invited to make comments and provide inputs for completing the Draft CAP 2012 by sending to Vietnam in advance of the SCSC2 in 2012.
United States and Korea recalled the last Trade Facilitation Task Force meeting was held in September 2010 in Sendai, Japan to discuss the topic of carbon footprint labeling.  The United States and Korea are considering developing a concept note for a multi-year project for the TFTF in order to provide developing economies and speakers funding for future TFTF workshops. United States seeks member views and support for the multi year project for future sessions for the TFTF and seeks inputs on substantive topics, hosting and interest from other members by March 1, 2012.
Japan reported on the last WTO/TBT committee, explained Specific Trade Concerns at the last TBT committee and the outlines of workshop on regulatory cooperation (2012/SOM1/SCSC/006). Finally, Japan introduced future perspective of TBT committee for the Sixth triennial review which will be adopted in the end of 2012.
Indonesia reported that in 2011 a new technical regulation on control and import of cosmetics was adopted and  a draft on mandatory implementation of SNI 7614:2010 - Steel bars was also ready. In addition in 2012, 4 mandatory SNIs for the child nutrition are envisaged for adoption.
China and Mexico reported on the developments within the WTO SPS Committee.

(2) 
Alignment with International Standards and Active Participation in International Standardization
Japan reported on the VAP Alignment work in 2011 stating that the activities are ongoing on a permanent basis and the next VAP report will be envisaged for 2013 (2012/SOM1/SCSC/040).
Canada proposed to communicate Voluntary Action Plan (VAP) results to Japan prior to the next meeting of the SCSC. 

Mexico made a request for checking together with Japan the presented data. Mexico agreed that the number of standards might be higher after checking.
(3) Cooperation on Technical Infrastructure Development 
SRBs reported against agenda item 5.
(4) Good Regulatory Practice
Russian Federation reported on the SCSC efforts to put the principles for Regulatory cooperation into action and follow APEC priorities for 2012 encouraging greater information exchange as a means to reduce technical barriers to trade and involve key stakeholders, and noticed the perspective for availability of a common vocabulary in technical regulating sphere, compliant to an ISO 22745, and XML formatted texts of technical regulations and standards (2012/SOM1/SCSC/007).

United States thanked Russian Federation for the presentation and inquired if a Concept Note would be put forward. 
Russia indicated that a Concept Note would be submitted before April 2012.

United States, the Chair of the APEC Life Sciences Innovation Forum (LSIF) Planning Group briefed the SCSC on regulatory aspects of the work programs of the Life Sciences Innovation Forum (LSIF) Planning Group and Chemical Dialogue Steering Group and thanked the SCSC for the opportunity to draw their attention to the robust regulatory agenda of both groups. 

The Chair also mentioned that the Chemical Dialogue's (CD) work to implement the best practice chemical regulations is led by a CD Regulators Forum (RF), which will next meet at the end of March 2012 in Singapore to exchange information on chemical regulatory activities in member economies, and discuss how to progress CD regulatory initiatives on data exchange (Russian Federation project proposal), regulations for chemicals in articles, and the need for transparency in regulatory processes while respecting confidential business information. The RF also covers plans for a training workshop to be held in November 2012 focusing on risk assessment and risk management.
(5) Food and Product Safety

Australia and China  reported on the current activity and tasks of the APEC Food Safety Cooperation Forum (2012/SOM1/SCSC/008). 
On behalf Chinese Co-Chair, China thanked members for their contribution to the FSCF which have achieved tremendous progress over the past years and look forward to more participation in and contribution to FSCF and its capacity building activities.
United States presented information on the self-funded FSCF PTIN Laboratory Capacity Building Workshop held in Bangkok, Thailand on August 25-26, 2011. The meeting summary for that workshop can be found in document number 2012/SOM1/SCSC/009. United States also provided a self funded concept note for FSCF PTIN Capacity Building workshops in document number 2012/SOM1/SCSC/010 and requested endorsement of the self-funded workshops.

 

United States presented information on the progress of the self funded FSCF PTIN Export Certificate Workshop which will be held April 24-25, 2012 in Washington, DC. Information on the upcoming workshop can be found in 2012/SOM1/SCSC/011.

SCSC welcomed the progress made by the Global Food Safety Partnership Program since its launch as a high level cooperation activity between the FSCF and the World Bank. SCSC looks forward to the development of food safety training modules under the initiative.

Russian Federation  submitted for consideration initiatives on food safety priorities for APEC 2012: exchange of the best practices in the area of sanitary, phyto-sanitary and veterinary control; regulation on food safety norms and organization of food quality control; organic food production and product marketing (2012/SOM1/SCSC/012).
China thanked Russian Federation for its efforts to participate in Food Safety cooperation activities and suggest that the initiatives on food safety priorities for APEC 2012 should first be circulated in FSCF to reach appropriate food safety regulators and experts for their comments and concensus so as to make sure the proposed food safety priorities for APEC 2012 fit well with the 2011-2013 FSCF Priorities set up by last FSCF meeting in 2011.

United States joined China in indicating its support for the priorities of the Food Safety Cooperation Forum and expressed its hope that Russia’s initiatives would closely align with and support these established priorities. United States also noted that organics are not considered to be a food safety issue and suggested that organics, therefore, not be included. 
Russian Federation thanked China and United States for their contributions, noting they will cooperate on these issues.
Peru reported on the progress of CTI 21/2011T, Laboratory Capacity Building for the Determination of Toxic Contaminants in Seafood. Peru especially highlighted that there is an active involvement of SRBs. Regional Experts from APMP are involved in the delivery of the project components and outputs, working jointly with APLAC and the Interamerican Metrology System (SIM).
APMP noted that it was pleased to support Peru and APEC through this Project and, APMP experts having conducted the associated Preparatory Training Workshop for this project, advised that its Train-the-Trainer modules and expertise (including re: hands-on training) could be directly relevant to the US's proposed Laboratory Capacity building initiatives.

(6) Pathfinder Initiatives
EEMRA Pathfinder Initiative

Brunei Darussalam on behalf of the JRAC Chair reported on the progress of the JRAC EEMRA (2012/SOM1/SCSC/013) and preparations for APEC TILF Funded Workshop on development of harmonized electrical equipment risk assessment tools to be held 15-16 May, 2012 and the 17th APEC JRAC Meeting, which is scheduled for 17-18 May, 2012 in Singapore.
The SCSC noted that Brunei Darussalam will hand over the Chair of APEC JRAC to Australia at the 17-th JRAC meeting. Russian Federation as APEC 2012 host economy and Chile as the incoming Secretariat for 2012 will join the Steering Committee in line with the TOR of the APEC JRAC. 

Chile informed that the Ministry of Energy is responsible for regulatory issues relating to energy and would take part in the future meeting of the JRAC in Singapore and requested to provide contact information.
China thanked Brunei Darussalam for Chairing the JRAC in 2011 to get the EEMRA moving forward and  underlined the importance and necessity of  the TILF workshop scheduled for May in Singapore to further the EEMRA in the coming years, and thus is going to send one delegate to the workshop for information sharing and in-depth discussions.
(7) Standards and Conformance Education

Members  on recent progress in standards education activities in their economies:

· Malaysia reported on recent initiatives on standards education (video, essay and photography competition, development of education about standardization program for Institute of Higher Learning and the first series of workbook “Young  Consumers and Standards (2012/SOM1/SCSC/014). Plan by 2015, MoU at least with 3 IHLs).

Malaysia also thanked 5 economies (Korea, Netherlands, China, Japan & Indonesia) who provided their speakers for the Workshop on Education About Standardisation for Developing Economies. The outcome from the workshop will be a platform for participants to get better understanding on education about standardisation, awareness about initiatives taken by other economies in introducing this subject and the benefit having the program, interest from the universities for implementation of the program at their respective universities and development of national program to suit the domestic needs taking consideration the experiences from other economies.
· Indonesia reported on standard education program and invited Members to the ICES conference on Innovative Education about Standardization and WSC Academic Day to be held 10-11 May, 2012 in Bali, Indonesia (2012/SOM1/SCSC/031).
China thanked Indonesia for the information on the ICES workshop, and asked whether conformity assessment issues were taken into account in the planned agenda. Indonesia confirmed that conformity assessment and metrology will be part of the workshop agenda besides standards. 

· Korea invited Members to provide additional ideas and suggestions for further cooperation and projects on standards and conformance education during the meetings in 2012-2016 . (2012/SOM1/SCSC/032)
Indonesia with regard to the Korean proposals for 2012-2016 suggested exchange of students/lecturers between universities as well as a joint program on standardization education .

APMP requested that SCSC broaden any new plan of work in this area to cover conformance elements not only standardization. 

Peru mentioned their willingness to be an active co-sponsor in the activities that are set for 2012 - 2016 in this Education Program and suggested developing a Train the Trainers Course, in order to build capacities on educators in developing economies adding that this course could be an e-course, in order to lower the costs and facilitate the access for trainers in the region.

Peru also proposed to train-the-trainers to exchange experience between organizations and it would be of added value to have the handout materials translated into local language, to make them more accessible for students of different levels for further educational purposes.

China proposed that focus should be made on the theory of standardization education.

(8) Interaction with Business
SCSC members reported on plans to increase business engagement in SCSC activities in 2012.

Australia  presented an updated report of the SCSC Wine Regulatory Forum (2012/SOM1/SCSC/015) and cooperation with the World Wine Trade Group (2012/SOM1/SCSC/016).

United States thanked Australia for the comprehensive report and provided further details on the Wine Regulatory Forum’s activities:
APEC wine regulators held a conference call on December 13-14, 2011 to discuss steps to expand cooperation, in light of the November 2011 Ministers` Statement. Participants agreed to work towards developing a compendium of food safety and labelling requirements that are of major interest to regulators from the APEC economies. To start, participants agreed to develop a list of requirements that regulators would like to see included in the compendium. United States agreed to compile suggested requirements and requested submissions by February 15, 2012. The next call will be held in April 2012.
5.  SRBs report
APMP, as the 2012 SRB Forum Chair, presented a report on the Forum's meeting on 8th February and associated outcomes (2012/SOM1/SCSC/020). In particular the SRBs will circulate the "2012 Work Program of the SRBs" to SCSC following SCSC I for comment by March 31, 2012.
APLAC reported on the ongoing training initiatives to enhance provision of Proficiency Testing within the APEC region and interactions with other SRBs (2012/SOM1/SCSC/017).
APLMF reported on its action plan in 2012 (2012/SOM1/SCSC/019).
APMP noted its ongoing capacity building activities, strongly aligned with APEC’s objectives and work programs, and its increasing focus on metrology in chemistry and biology as well as regional R&D cooperation (eg., for emerging technologies such as nano- and biotechnology), aligned with APEC’s priority on regional cooperation to foster innovative growth. APMP continues its representation of the SRBs in the APEC FCSF PTIN activities.

PASC reported on its active collaboration with international standardization in the ISO and IEC and welcomed new member GOST-R of Russia  (2012/SOM1/SCSC/035). 

PAC noted unprecedented growth in membership numbers during 2011 and progress on the development of new MLAs in GHG, FSMS, ISMS and Certification of Persons (2012/SOM1/SCSC/018). 
6.  SCSC Projects
SCSC members reported on progress of on-going projects:
· United States reported on CTI 23/2010T the APEC Conference on Photovoltaic Reliability and Durability, held October 12-13, 2011. The accompanying final report of the meeting was presented in 2012/SOM1/SCSC/029.  United States noted the success of the conference bringing together over 125 participants from 17 of the 21 APEC economies, and the conference provided robust technical discussion on research and development, standardization, and conformity assessment procedures for ensuring photovoltaic reliability and durability. United States thanked Chinese Taipei for their gracious hosting and support of the event.
Chinese Taipei thanked United States and other cosponsored economies for conducting this project and also thanked the member economies for attending the Workshop, which was held in Taipei October 12-13, 2011. The recommendations made at the workshop are a good way to enhance the cooperation relationship in the APEC region.
APMP asked what the United States proposed as next steps for this project. United States will welcome any idea for future projects.
· Japan reported on the result of Phase 1 and 2 project of Supply Chain Visibility Feasibility Study, and informed Phase 3 project, which was the Workshop in SOM2 to discuss the APEC recommendation in order to establish Supply Chain Visibility (2012/SOM1/SCSC/024).

· United States reported on CTI/15 2011T follow up to the APEC Conference on Aligning Energy Efficiency Regulations for ICT Products - Conference on Key Issues. It was noted the participants agreed to principles for adopting energy efficiency regulations for ICT products during the September 2011 conference in San Francisco. In follow up, the United States has submitted, and has received in-principle funding for a follow up conference to discuss a strategic approach in implementing those principles which is being planned for June 2012 in Korea. Australia and Chinese Taipei have co-sponsored the project, and the proponents have tabled the draft agenda for the conference in 2012/SOM1/SCSC/036 and welcome member comments by March 1, 2012.

Chinese Taipei thanked United States for conducting the project this year and stressed that APEC economies all face some challenges in aligning ICT products’ energy efficiency regulations.
· China reported on the progress of CTI 17/2011T, Technical Regulation Harmonization on Bulk Fuel Trade Transaction in APEC Region and preparation of workshop.

· Russian Federation reported on the progress of CTI 24/2011A, School Feeding Systems in APEC  Economies and upcoming Workshop plan (2012/SOM1/SCSC/012).

· United States reported on CTI 30 2011T Workshop on Regulatory Approaches to Smart Grid Investment Deployment, schedule for May 16-17, 2012 in Quebec City, Quebec. The draft workshop for this agenda was tabled as 2012/SOM1/SCSC/021 and requested member comments on the agenda by February 23rd.  The United States noted the workshop would be held in conjunction with the World Forum on Energy Regulation and it is expected the conference will draw a natural audience of participants from that event. An invitation to members to select participants for the workshop will be provided to the APEC Secretariat by February 17, 2012. 
· Australia reported on the project CTI 32 11T, Developing a Harmonized Electrical Equipment Regulatory Risk Assessment Tool. The workshop will be held in Singapore 15-16 May 2012 as an adjunct to the JRAC meeting (2012/SOM1/SCSC/022).

· Malaysia reported on the project CTI 36 11A, APEC – Product Safety Incident Information Sharing System. The project focuses on building capacity among APEC developing economies to establish an information sharing system network between participating economies through a web portal database and alert mechanism monitored by member economy contact points.

Malaysia proposed this project in order to address safety concerns with product at a very early stage, prevent large scale product recall and safety scandals, for efficient movement of goods and services within APEC economies, harmonization of standards and technical regulation and to prevent developing countries from becoming dumping ground for substandard products. Meanwhile the objectives of the project are to develop a product safety incident information sharing system in the form of a web portal among APEC economies, develop a guideline document on product safety incidents information sharing based on sound assessment approach and build capacity among developing APEC economies in order to sustain the information sharing system in their respective economies. First workshop tentatively will be held in Kuala Lumpur on may / June 2012.

Unites States presented document (2012/SOM1/SCSC/030) outlining the US various concerns with the Concept Note and noted that these matters were included in the QAF the USA submitted on the Concept Note. United States expressed concern regarding the lack of consideration by the project proponents of the QAF comments.

New Zealand suggested data sharing and regulatory cooperation as vital in terms of regulating the global market for consumer products. As expressed in previous dialogue and correspondence, New Zealand mentioned some concerns with the proposal - similar to those set out by the United States in their comments. These concerns centre on the need to avoid duplication of efforts given for example similar work underway in the OECD which is expected to deliver an outcome in the not too distant future. New Zealand suggested that there remains a risk of a number of systems operating which could lead to potential confusion and / or additional effort on the part of participants without significant benefit. Like the United States, New Zealand has concerns that the projected costs look to be too low to deliver a robust solution.
New Zealand does support the principle of data sharing and information exchange and would be supportive of any project that seeks to add value to the work of the OECD. New Zealand (MCA) would be happy to work with Malaysia and others to ensure APEC can contribute to the OECD work programme in this area. 

Australia advised that it has similar concerns to those expressed by United States and New Zealand.

With regard to concerns raised by United States, Australia, New Zealand and Malaysia noted their concerns and will take consideration by conduct further consultation with them.

· Russian Federation  reported on the project  CTI 37 11T,  the 9th Conference on Standards and Conformance in the Field of Innovations and Related Good Practices (2012/SOM1/SCSC/023).

United States inquired if there would be an opportunity for SCSC members to comment on the agenda and nominate speakers. 

Russian Federation indicated that in approximately one month members’ comments on the agenda and speaker nominations would be solicited.

APMP noted that the SRBs would like to put forward a proposal for an SRB presentation at the Conference.

· PAC reported on the current status of project CTI 38 11T, Multilateral Recognition Arrangement (MRA) Readiness Project in Greenhouse Gas Validation/Verification (GHG) and the schedule for the forthcoming workshops.
Chinese Taipei, as a co-sponsor, is committed itself to collaborate with Japan to successfully complete the “Multilateral Recognition Arrangement (MRA) Readiness Project in Greenhouse Gas Validation/Verification (GHG)”. Chinese Taipei welcomed all APEC member economies and also suggested that this project contributes to the enhancement of capability of Accreditation Bodies to provide accreditation services to GHG Validation / Verification bodies (V/VBs), and helps Accreditation Body staff and assessors align their validation / verification schemes with ISO 14064s, ISO 14065, ISO 14066 and ISO 14067 accreditation scheme.

As a complement to ISO 14064 Indonesia and Australia were assigned to develop NWIPs. Indonesia invited APEC member-economies to support NWIPs, namely: Guidelines for establishing good practice for combating land degradation and desertification and GHG measurement/ monitoring methodology.

· United States reported on the final case studies developed for the project CTI 33 2010 T Sustainability in Building Construction (Commercial Buildings) - Energy Efficiency and Conservation. Case Study 1: Trade Impacts of Life Cycle Analysis in Multi-Attribute Certification Programs for Flooring Materials and Plumbing Fixtures has been sent to the APEC Secretariat for publication. Case Study 2: The Trade Impact of Green Commercial Building Rating Systems in the Asia Pacific Region is going through final edits and will be available shortly on the APEC website. United States thanked the other members for providing detailed information about their green building programs and rating systems to the consultants conducting the study. The full progress report can be found  in document 2012/SOM1/SCSC/024.

SCSC members to present new Concept Notes that will be submitted for BMC 1 approval (13 February,  2012).

· New Zealand reported on the Concept Note APEC Wine Regulatory Forum – Public-Private Dialogue: Risk management and certification requirements for regional trade in wine (2012/SOM1/SCSC/025) and reminded that the proposed Wine Regulatory Forum is expected to build on the success of the 2011 Wine Regulation Seminar in the United States.

Also New Zealand noted that TBT and SPS issues restrict sales and significantly increase costs for testing and labeling and in addition, compositional and residue limit standards vary from economy to economy and the number of new regulations increases each year. 
New Zealand invited other APEC economies to join the project as additional co-sponsors, and noted that a progress report would be provided at SCSC 2 and intersessionally.
New Zealand reported that the seminar is scheduled for 12-13 November, 2012.

PAC, as the SRB concerned with accreditation and certification, requested participation and offered its assistance in taking this project forward.
· China reported on the Concept Note The Proficiency Testing for the Determination of Veterinary Drug Multi-Residues in Animal Origin Products (2012/SOM1/SCSC/026).

APMP noted specific comments it wishes to raise with China in developing their full proposal.

China thanked APMP for its interest in this project and will ask for SRBs' comments when developing the full proposal after approval.
Future projects

· Indonesia  presented concept note Best Practices in Educating Food Safety Standards to SMEs (2012/SOM1/SCSC/028). 
7. Consideration of ARCAM proposals
The texts of two ARCAM proposals from Australia (APEC Self-regulation in advertizing) and Russian Federation (Cross-border Interoperability Standards towards a Trusted Internet, WEB 3.0) were handed out to member economies for their consideration. The SCSC thanked the CTI for seeking SCSC consideration of the two ARCAM proposals. The SCSC noted that the scope of the projects was not closely aligned with SCSC expertise. The SCSC suggested other sub-fora may be in a better position to provide feedback to the CTI. The SCSC are supportive of the decision that CTI will make and are happy to add value if relevant standards and conformance issues arise.

8. Adoption of the SCSC Summary Conclusion
SCSC members considered and adopted the Summary Conclusions of the 1st SCSC Meeting in 2012.
9. Next Meeting
Russia informed the SCSC of arrangements for meetings and events during SOM2 2012 in Kazan, Russian Federation, end of May.
10.  Meeting Documents
SCSC members considered the public release of documents as per the attached.
11.  Adjournment
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