
REPORT FROM THE LEAD SHEPHERD ON THE 36TH MEETING OF THE APEC TRANSPORTATION WORKING GROUP

JULY 29–AUGUST 2, 2012
ST. PETERSBURG, RUSSIAN FEDERATION
Overview

1. The Russian Federation hosted the 36th meeting of the APEC Transportation Working Group (TPTWG-36) in St. Petersburg, July 29-August 2, 2012.
2. There were 380 delegates registered for APEC events hosted by the Russian Federation during that week (Workshop on Seamless Intermodal Cargo Movement, TPTWG-36, and the Special Transportation Ministerial), representing 16 APEC member Economies.  In attendance were representatives from Australia; Canada; 
the People’s Republic of China; Hong Kong, China; Indonesia; Japan; 
the Republic of Korea; Malaysia; New Zealand; the Philippines; 
the Russian Federation; Singapore; Chinese Taipei; Thailand; the United States (US); and Viet Nam.  Macao, China attended as an official guest economy.  Representatives from the APEC Energy Working Group (EWG) and the International Transport Forum (ITF) also participated.  The APEC Secretariat was represented by the TPTWG Program Director, Mr. Alexey Sapetko.

3. TPTWG-36, which took place immediately prior to the Special Transportation Ministerial Meeting (STMM), included meetings of the Management Group, Heads of Delegation (HOD-1 and HOD-2), Experts Groups (Aviation [AEG], Land [LEG], Maritime [MEG] and Intermodal and Intelligent Transportation Systems [IIEG]) and their respective Sub-Groups.  The Opening Plenary was held on July 30, 2012, and featured opening remarks by Secretary of State and Deputy Minister of Transport of the Russian Federation, Mr. Sergei Aristov.  The Closing Plenary was held on 
August 2, 2012.  The Global Navigation Satellite Systems (GNSS) Implementation Team also held its 17th meeting in conjunction with TPTWG-36.
4. The Lead Shepherd and other participants expressed appreciation to the 
Russian Federation for its efforts in the lead up to the TPTWG-36 and for the excellent arrangements and warm welcome received in the beautiful and historic city of St. Petersburg.

5. This report should be read in conjunction with the Final Reports from Experts Groups, which were endorsed at the Closing Plenary meeting.  These reports provide greater detail with respect to key outcomes and proposed actions.

Summary of Major Outcomes: Management Group

6. The focus of the meeting was to ensure that all Experts Groups are actively implementing policy directions stemming from the 7th Transportation Ministerial Meeting (TMM7) and the joint Transport and Energy Ministerial Conference (TEMC) held in September 2011 in San Francisco, as well as relevant Leaders’ directives.  The Lead Shepherd referred to two workplan charts that were circulated in advance of the meeting, the purpose of which is to ensure that the TPTWG is tracking all of its progress with respect to the implementation of the 2011 Ministerial directives.  The documents will be evergreen, and will support reporting requirements.  The Lead Shepherd pointed out the importance of continuing to identify achievements throughout the year, particularly as the TPTWG prepares for the next Ministerial Meeting (TMM8) to be held in Japan in 2013.
7. The US provided an update on the ongoing work being done on the APEC Travel Facilitation Initiative (TFI) (a multi-year project which seeks to expedite the movement of travellers across the Asia-Pacific region, with the goal of enabling more efficient, more secure, and less stressful travel), noting that the first draft report has been submitted to the TFI Steering Committee, in consultation with relevant APEC sub-fora groups, including the TPTWG.
8. The Russian Federation provided program updates for the TPTWG and STMM.  

9. The Lead Shepherd invited the Experts Group Chairs to provide comments on the Draft STMM Declaration from Ministers.  No comments were received at the time.

10. The Lead Shepherd invited the APEC Secretariat to provide a progress report on project funding.  The Program Director noted that monitoring reports for existing projects were received in advance of the August 1 deadline.  He noted the shortage of funds available for Session 3 and encouraged TPTWG Management Group members to explore the possibility of joint projects with other working groups to increase the probability that proposals can be funded; confirmed that any projects which were not approved due to lack of funding in Session 2 could be re-submitted for session 3 by August 27, 2012; and indicated that co-sponsors must be actively involved in the projects to ensure that they are successfully funded.  The Program Director noted that he is available to assist Economies in the preparation of their Session 3 concept notes prior to submission. 
11. The Lead Shepherd requested that Chairs provide updates to the TPTWG website as required.

12. Experts Group Chairs provided updates on the status of their respective Groups’ work.  They identified management vacancies, and confirmed that nominations would be considered during the week and outcomes would be reported at HOD-2 and the Closing Plenary.
13. The Lead Shepherd reminded the Management Team that she was nearing the end of her two-year term.  She also noted that the Deputy Lead Shepherd, Dr. Lae-Hyung Hong, Republic of Korea, has stepped down from this position due to a change in his responsibilities at his Ministry.  She invited Economies to consider nominations for both positions and offered to meet with any interested parties during the course of TPTWG-36.
Summary of Major Outcomes:  Heads of Delegation (HOD) Meetings

HOD-1
14. The Lead Shepherd welcomed all HODs to the TPTWG-36, noting the new representatives from Japan and the Republic of Korea, and thanked the 
Russian Federation for the warm welcome and excellent meeting arrangements.

15. The Lead Shepherd provided an update on the work of the Committee on Trade and Investment (CTI), noting the importance of collaboration between the TPTWG and the CTI.  The Lead Shepherd will work with the APEC Secretariat to coordinate the TPTWG’s input to the CTI Report.

16. The Lead Shepherd noted that a representative from the Energy Working Group would attend the Opening Plenary and provide a debrief of its recent Ministerial meeting, which took place in St. Petersburg.

17. The Lead Shepherd also noted that Canada would present, during the Opening Plenary, a proposal for collaboration between the TPTWG, EWG and the APEC Research Center (APERC).  She urged Chairs to consider the proposal throughout the week.

18. The Russian Federation provided program updates for the St. Petersburg meetings of the TPTWG and the STMM.  

19. The Lead Shepherd invited Economies to comment on the Draft STMM Declaration from Ministers.  Comments were received from the US, the Russian Federation, Singapore and China.  Changes were implemented, and the revised declaration was agreed upon by all Chairs present and finalized without objection for endorsement by Ministers.

20. The Lead Shepherd reminded Economies of the importance of reporting on any new developments or planned activities in the TEMC and TMM workplan charts.

21. The US provided updates on three initiatives: a compendium and series of workshops on issues related to Women in Transportation, inviting Economies to consider holding mini-workshops on the topic; a workshop on the United Nations (UN) Decade of Action for Road Safety, to take place in Viet Nam in September 2012, noting that funding is available for Economies wishing to attend and inviting Economies to identify experts who wish to attend; and the APEC Travel Facilitation Initiative, noting that the first draft report was submitted in July and circulated in August 2012.    
22. The Russian Federation provided an update on its work on the APEC 2012 priority of “Establishing Reliable Supply Chains”, which was referenced in the APEC Trade Ministers’ Declaration following their June 2012 meeting in Kazan, Russia.  The Lead Shepherd noted Russia’s successful workshop on Seamless Intermodal Cargo Movement (with a focus on physical infrastructure), which took place on 
July 27-28 in St. Petersburg.  
23. The Lead Shepherd provided an update on Project Funding, reiterating the APEC Secretariat’s comments from the Management meeting, and noting that all project and monitoring reports for Session 2 have been received and the process is nearly complete.  She encouraged Chairs to explore the possibility of joint projects in order to ensure that proposals are funded for Session 3 and to consider the criteria for accessing the various funds when formulating project proposals.  She also noted that any projects which were not approved due to lack of funding in Session 2 could be re-submitted for session 3 by August 27, 2012.  

24. Reporting on proceedings from the Management Group meeting, the Lead Shepherd noted that key vacancies, including the Deputy Lead Shepherd and leadership positions within Experts Groups and sub-groups, will be filled during the week, and re-iterated her offer to meet with any potential Lead Shepherd candidates, noting that her first two-year term was coming to an end.

25. The Lead Shepherd invited Chairs to provide updates on planning for upcoming meetings.  Japan noted that it will host TMM8, likely in Tokyo, and are working to secure the budget for the event.  
26. Viet Nam will host TPTWG-37 in Ho Chi Minh City the week of April 8, 2013.  

27. Japan invited Chairs to encourage their members’ participation in the Workshop on Enhancing Visibility of Maritime Container Transportation for Advancing Supply Chain Connectivity, taking place during TPTWG-36.

HOD-2 
28. At the HOD-2 Meeting, Experts Groups reported on the primary outcomes of their meetings, and made brief remarks about the prioritization of project proposals and concept notes.  In addition to several self-funded projects, TPTWG agreed to prioritize 14 concept notes intersessionally, that would be seeking APEC funding during Session 3. The Lead Shepherd noted that she would identify internal TPTWG project-related deadlines in order to meet the Session 3 submission deadline of August 27, 2012.
29. Japan provided a brief update on planning for TMM-8, which will be held in Tokyo in 2013 (subject to internal approvals), and the Lead Shepherd invited Economies interested in hosting TMM-9 to advise soonest.  Viet Nam, Indonesia and New Zealand gave brief remarks on the status of planning for their hosting of future meetings of the TPTWG.
30. Vacancies/nominations:  LEG and its sub-groups noted that no vacancies existed and confirmed that officials will continue in their current positions.  The Vice-Chair positions in both the AEG (AEG-Services sub-group) and MEG were filled during TPTWG-36 and no additional vacancies exist.  Both the Chair and Vice-Chair positions of IIEG were also filled following an election during TPTWG-36.  The Lead Shepherd was re-elected for a two-year term.  She indicated that the position of Deputy Lead Shepherd is vacant and will be filled through an election process, inviting Economies to provide her with their nominations.
Summary of Major Outcomes: Plenary Meetings

Opening Plenary

31. The Lead Shepherd opened the meeting and thanked the Russian Federation for hosting delegates in St. Petersburg.

32. The State Secretary and Deputy Minister of Transportation of the Russian Federation, Mr. Sergei Aristov, welcomed delegates, stressing the importance of the TPTWG as a forum to strengthen ties with Asia-Pacific Economies in order to avoid economic crisis; improve supply chain fluidity; and address shared challenges, including infrastructure, deploying new technologies, and the environment.  State Secretary Aristov also highlighted the fact that Russia is a ‘bridge’ between Europe and Asia, and spoke to some of benefits of shipping through Russia (i.e. reduction in travel time by sea and rail).
33. A representative from the International Transport Forum (ITF) spoke to shared interests with APEC, including reliability indicators, safety, the optimization of funding, and accident rate improvement.  He noted the ITF’s interest in furthering ties with APEC, and invited Economies to participate in the ITF’s Annual Summit, which will take place in Leipzig, Germany in May 2013, under the theme of Funding Transport.  The Lead Shepherd noted that New Zealand will preside over the Forum in 2015.
34. As the representative for the TPTWG on the APEC Travel Facilitation Initiative (TFI) Steering Council, the US HOD provided an update on ongoing work, noting that the first draft report was submitted to SCE on July 20, 2012, and would be presented to Lead Shepherds in August, and SOMs later this year.  The US HOD also noted that he would work with sub-groups during TPTWG-36 to advance work on the three components of the initiative in which the TPTWG plays a role: Airport Partnership Program; Facilitation of Air Passenger Security Screening; and Checked Baggage Facilitation.

35. Reporting on the meeting of HOD-I, the Lead Shepherd spoke to the responsibilities of each of the Experts Groups to demonstrate progress on key commitments.  Experts Groups Chairs outlined the focus of their meetings for the week and highlighted projects for the year.
36. Malaysia reported on the APEC Business Advisory Council (ABAC) Infrastructure Development Working Group (IDWG) meeting, held on July 23, 2012, noting that papers presented at the meeting, along with the meeting report, are not yet available but will be shared with TPTWG members in the coming weeks. 
37. The EWG representative provided an overview of the Energy Ministers’ meeting which took place in St. Petersburg in June 2012, and spoke to the Group’s achievements and successes, noting the importance of continued collaboration with the TPTWG in order to make transport more energy efficient.  
38. Canada presented a proposal on collaboration between the TPTWG, EWG and APEC Research Center (APERC) to measure the supply chain carbon footprint of ships travelling to Asia and back.  The proposed project could also extend to rail and other transport modes at a later date.  Economies were asked to consider the proposal in advance of a discussion at HOD-2 later in the week.
39. The Lead Shepherd provided an update on the work of the CTI, noting the importance of TPTWG collaboration with them.  The Lead Shepherd will work with the APEC Secretariat to coordinate the TPTWG’s input to the CTI Supply Chain Connectivity Framework Action Plan Self-Assessment Survey, due in November 2012.

40. An APEC Port Services Network (APSN) representative from China summarized work being done in the group, including studies currently being undertaken, and made note of the upcoming Advisory Board meeting workshop on Green Shipping taking place in Hong Kong in November.  She mentioned that the APSN’s website has recently been updated and that the port database is now available online.  She also noted that five Economies have not identified Council Members and encouraged them, with support from the Lead Shepherd, to do so soon.
41. The APEC Program Director provided a progress report on Project Funding, noting that all project and monitoring reports for Session 2 were received and the process is nearly complete.  He encouraged Chairs to explore the possibility of joint projects in order to ensure that proposals are funded for Session 3.  He also reinforced the importance of including the quality assessment portion of the proposal, noting that a project will not go through if the assessment is not completed by its 
co-sponsors.  The Program Director noted that he is available to assist Economies in the preparation of their Session 3 concept notes prior to submission.    

42. The Lead Shepherd invited Economies to provide updates on planning for upcoming meetings.  Japan noted that it will host TMM-8, likely in Tokyo, and are working to secure the budget for the event.  Viet Nam will host TPTWG-37 in Ho Chi Minh City the week of April 8, 2013.  Indonesia will host the 38th TPTWG meeting, the dates and location of which will be discussed at TPTWG-37.  The Lead Shepherd noted that TPTWG-38 will serve as a platform to prepare for the next Ministerial meeting, and to be mindful of that when considering dates.  New Zealand will host the 39th TPTWG meeting in March 2014.

43. The Lead Shepherd noted that key vacancies in the leadership roles, including her own, would need to be filled during the week.  She offered to meet with any potential candidates throughout the week to discuss roles and responsibilities, should they be interested. 

44. The representative from the Russian Federation provided a brief summary of the successful workshop on Seamless Intermodal Cargo Movement which took place on the margins of TPTWG-36.  He noted that there were presentations by 25 speakers, including the Lead Shepherd, and that presentations and a report on the workshop will be available on the TPTWG website in the coming weeks.
Closing Plenary

45. The Lead Shepherd noted that HODs had met earlier in the day with Expert Group Chairs to discuss the week’s major outcomes and developments and to prioritize project proposals and initiatives.  
46. Experts Group Chairs provided short summaries of their main achievements, with particular attention paid to projects and concept notes that were put forward to HODs for prioritization for Session 3 Project Funding.  Final Reports from Experts Groups, which were endorsed during the Closing Plenary meeting, provide greater detail with respect to key outcomes and proposed actions, and will be available on the TPTWG website. 

47. The Lead Shepherd presented the Experts Group’s final project proposal rankings and noted that she would follow up with groups to ensure that all concept notes would be sent to the Program Director by August 10, 2012, in time for consideration for Session 3.  She thanked delegates for their ongoing efforts with regard to funding proposals.
48. Following the discussions at HOD-1, the Lead Shepherd advised that the STMM Declaration had been finalized earlier in the week and thanked the Russian Federation for its work in preparing an excellent document. 
49. The Russian Federation provided program updates for the August 3rd St. Petersburg STMM.  

50. The Lead Shepherd provided a brief summary of planning for upcoming meetings, noting that Japan will host TMM-8 (pending internal budget discussions), Viet Nam will host TPTWG-37 in April 2013, Indonesia will host TPTWG-38 in Summer 2013, and New Zealand will host the TPTWG-39 in 2014.  She thanked Economies for their continued efforts in planning.

51. The Lead Shepherd offered her congratulations to the newly elected Chair and 
Vice-Chair of IIEG, Vice-Chair of MEG, and Vice-Chair of AEG Air Services 
Sub-Group.  The Lead Shepherd also announced her re-election for a two-year term during HOD-2, noting that the position of Deputy Lead Shepherd remains vacant and will be filled through an election process, inviting interested Economies to speak to her intersessionally.
52. The Lead Shepherd looked to Economies for approval of Canada’s proposal on collaboration between the TPTWG, EWG and APEC Research Center (APERC) to measure the supply chain carbon footprint of ships travelling to Asia and back.  The proposed project was endorsed by MEG and approved without objections.

53. The Lead Shepherd thanked the Russian Federation hosts, particularly the HOD and organizing team, for the wonderful arrangements and hospitality over the course of the week.
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