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Summary Record of Discussion

	1. 
	The meeting was held in Khabarovsk, Russian Federation on 21-22 July 2012. Eighteen Member Economies were in attendance Australia; Brunei Darussalam; Chile; People's Republic of China; Hong Kong, China; Indonesia; Japan; Republic of Korea; Malaysia; Mexico; Peru; The Republic of the Philippines;, The Russian Federation;, Singapore; Chinese Taipei; Thailand; United States of America and Viet Nam. The TWG41 was also attended by representatives from guest institutions including namely Pacific Asia Tourism Association (PATA,), APEC International Center for Sustainable Tourism (AICST,), Organisation for Economic Co-operation Development (OECD,), International Air Transport Association (IATA,) and TRC Tourism (TRC).


	2. 
	The meeting was opened by the host of the 41st TWG Meeting and co-Lead Shepherd of TWG, Mr Valery Korovkin, Head of International Cooperation Division, Federal Agency for Tourism, Russian Federation. 

The Lead Shepherd of the TWG, Mr Javier Esteban Guillermo Molina, International Affairs Advisor, Ministry of Tourism of Mexico, thanked the host for their excellent arrangements and invited participants to introduce themselves. The list of participants can be found here


	3. 
	The Lead Shepherd introduced the Draft Annotated Agenda for adoption and requested views/inputs from participants.
Korea’s proposed amendment to include the outcomes from the Rio+20 Summit and preparation for the 90th OECD Tourism Committee was accepted in the final agenda.


	4. 
	The host economy (Russia) announced the business arrangements for the 41st TWG Meeting.


	5. 
	Mr Pangeran Ibrani Situmorang, TWG Program Director of the APEC Secretariat, briefed the Meeting about key developments since the 40th TWG meeting in Chinese Taipei, including the appointment of a TWG representative to the APEC Travel Facilitation Initiatives (TFI) Steering Council, the overall progress of ongoing TWG projects, the timeline for session 3 2012 project submission and the TMM7 preparation. He also briefed the Meeting on new related developments/initiatives namely TWG-TPTWG contact, Business Mobility Group (BMG) readiness to cooperate with TWG and APEC-OECD cooperation in tourism. 


	6. 
	With regard to follow up to the APEC TFI, Ms Jessica Curan of the US briefed the Meeting on the updates for the implementation of this project and the role of the TWG.

Mexico proposed TWG increase its role in the TFI given its importance for tourism industry globally. The Chair underlined that most TWG members have direct contact with travel agents and other stake holders, and can consider working on Advanced Passenger Information (API) and other TFI programs. The Chair requested the Secretariat to convey the proposal to the BMG and the US to consider this for TFI.
Follow up:
TWG Chair/The Program Director to inform the BMG Convenor on TWG interest in API and other TFI programs.


	7. 
	Special Project: The importance of liberalisation of air transportation services for tourism development.
The Philippines opened initiated the discussion with reference to the conference held in Manila on 27-28 February 2012. Furthermore, the IATA representative presented findings on how transportation affects the development of tourism industry and economies in general.

The Chair thanked IATA for the presentation and requested for an executive summary based on the presentation to be prepared for consideration by the TMM7. IATA agreed to this action. 
Thailand underlined the need for more flight connections between Asia and South America. 


	8. 
	Special Session: APEC Guidelines on Ensuring Tourist Safety

Russia briefed the TWG about their proposal which was initially presented at the TWG40 in Taipei on 25-26 May 2012 and sought consideration from all members. It was noted that some members, Australia and the US, have already provided their inputs/feedback to the Guidelines.
The Members endorsed the Guidelines for adoption by TMM7.
Follow-up:

Members to provide their inputs/feedback to the guidelines before the TMM7



	9. 
	Special Presentation: Outcomes from the T-20 Meeting and the Rio+20 Summit 

Ms Virginia Messina of Mexico presented the outcomes of the T-20 meeting and the inclusion of a paragraph on tourism in the G20 Leaders’ Declaration. The presentation confirmed the role of tourism as an alternative to stimulate job creation. 

Russia prepared a paragraph to be included in the 2012 Leaders’ Declaration. TWG41 endorsed the paragraph for consideration by TMM7.
The APEC Secretariat informed the timelines for Leaders’ week and suggested that, following approval from TMM7, TWG members will approach their respective APEC Focal Points with a view to proposing the suggested paragraph in the 2012 APEC Leaders’ Declaration.

Korea briefed the Meeting on its successful effort in ensuring the outcome of the Rio+20 Summit incorporates “sustainable tourism” in the outcome document, titled “The Future We Want”. A document containing the two paragraphs was circulated to the members for their information.
Follow-up:

TWG members to approach their respective APEC Focal Points with a view to proposing the suggested paragraph in the 2012 APEC Leaders’ Declaration 


	APEC TOURISM STRATEGIC PLAN (2012-2015) AND THE TWG MEDIUM-TERM WORK PLAN

	10. 
	Three economies, Australia, Thailand and Korea shared their “Lessons Learned” on the third priority area of the Medium-Term Work Plan, Sustainability of businesses and destinations.
Ms Karen Jacobson from Australia presented on Australia’s National Landscapes Program. Australia explained the diverse range of tourism destinations, currently 13 in total, which were being sustainably developed under this program, partnering tourism and conservation outcomes. Following questions, it was noted that each National Landscapes is managed by a steering committee consisting of industry and private sector representatives, including the local indigenous community and conservations groups.  The steering committees are as inclusive as possible and are not operating under any specific legal instrument but on a voluntary basis.
Mrs. Urairatana Naothaworn of Thailand presented on the Thai’s Eco-Tourism Standard. In Thailand’s definition, the standard consists of 4 components such as Eco-tourism capacity, sustainable land management, learning activities & awareness raising and local participation in tourism. Thailand also shared its best practices such as coastal resource management, preserving natural resources on mountain and mangrove forest study trail. 
Mr. Youngsoo Kim of Korea informed the Meeting of the river restoration under the  “New Green Deal” Program. The focus of the presentation was on the USD 12 billion plan to restore and further develop Korea’s four major river systems: the namely: Han, Nakdong, Geum and Youngsan. The Program was made possible with close coordination with relevant partners such as the government, private and civil societies.


	11. 
	On the “Lessons Learned” related to the fourth priority area of the Medium-Term Work Plan, Efficiency and regional economic integration, Mr Rolando Canizal of the Philippines presented the topic on “Working Towards Regional Efficiency and Economic Integration.” He shared three strategic directions: 1) develop and market competitive tourist products and destinations; 2) improve market access, connectivity and destination infrastructure; and 3) improve institutional governance and human resources.


	12. 
	The TWG Members shared their updates on the current status of the travel and tourism industry in their respective economies. Some members provided their presentation files for TWG record: Australia; Chile; Hong Kong, China; Indonesia; Japan; Malaysia; Mexico; Peru; The Republic of the Philippines; The Russian Federation; Chinese Taipei; Thailand; and United States of America..


	13. 
	The TWG Guests presented their reports/views outlining the key issues impacting tourism industry in their respective regions.
The PATA presented its reports on the increase inbound tourism to the Asia Pacific. PATA also introduced a web-based information tool, mPower, which allows access to important tourism-relevant statistics/indicators, which are useful in decision making process.

The AICST provided a presentation on the risk and resilience in the tourism sector. The presentation covered some of AICST’s work as well and introduced “Sustainable Tourism Online” (STO).



	14. 
	On the Project Updates, TWG41 discussed both ongoing and future projects.
1. Ongoing projects:
1.1. TRC Tourism the consultant for project TWG 01 11A, reported the outcome of the project namely the policy recommendations for APEC economies on how to overcome the impediments to tourism growth and how to take advantage of the potential business opportunities tourism growth presents. 

1.2. The Philippines reported that their project has come to a conclusion and the report of the project was finalized and would be made available on the APEC website.
1.3. Australia reported that as part of the project on Sustainable Development of Tourism Destinations (TWG 03 11A), a workshop for TWG will be held during the Global Eco Conference in Australia on15-17 Oct 2012. Australia also thanked the selection panel members who have helped ranked the contractors for the project. A contract with the recommended bidder will be finalized by the APEC Secretariat.
2. Future Projects:
2.1. Indonesia proposed one concept note: APEC Skill Standards: Revitalization for Self Accelerating Implementation and for Better / Quality Service; 
2.2. Peru proposed two concept notes: Best Fiscal, Financial and Regulation Incentives to Attract Tourism Investments in the Economy Members of APEC and Other Selected Economies, and the Use of Niche Markets for Tourism Development in the APEC Economies. The Case for Bird Watching, Cruises, Golf, Ecotourism and Meetings, Incentives, Conference in, Exhibitions (MICE)
2.3. The Philippines tabled two concept notes: The Assessment of the Air Transport Liberalization and Its Impact on Tourism, Competition and Cooperation in APEC and Conference on Travel Facilitation Initiatives.

2.4. Mexico expressed its intention to present a new concept note on travel facilitation and job creation

2.5. The APEC Secretariat informed of the deadline of 27 August 2012 for submission of project concept notes to BMC. Therefore, it was suggested that the concept notes be submitted by 3 August. Afterwards, the prioritization would then take place in the next week until 11 August 2012. The suggested deadline was approved.
Follow up:

APEC Secretariat to follow up on the procurement process in order to advance the TWG 03 11A project implementation

Project proponents to submit the revised concept notes by 3 August 2012


	
	PREPARATIONS FOR THE TMM7

	15. 
	TMM7 Draft Agenda

Russia briefed the Meeting on the draft agenda of the TMM and sought agreement from TWG members. It was agreed that the Ministers’ Remarks be placed earlier in the first half of the meeting and focus on a few strategic tourism initiatives from each economy. The agenda was approved with amendment.


	16. 
	Review of Deliverables for TMM7

The Lead Shepherd underlined the importance of having concrete results and summarized the deliverables to be reported in the TMM7, which include:
Adoption of the
· The APEC Tourism Strategic Plan which will be summarized by the Lead Shepherd for presentation to the TMM7 and for its adoption.

· Endorsement of the role of TWG in the APEC Travel Facilitation Initiative. (TFI). Members agreed to report to the TMM7 on suggestions to enhance TWG participation in the TFI especially regarding the ABTC, Trusted Traveller Program and API.

· IATA to present an executive summary of its comprehensive TWG presentation on the importance of liberalisation of air transportation services for tourism development. This will focus more on the tourism aspect rather than transportation.  
· Endorsement of the APEC Guidelines on Ensuring Tourist to be submitted to TMM7 for consideration.
· Presentation by Mexico on outcomes from the T20 Meeting (upon consultation with its Minister).
· Outcomes from the Rio+20 Summit to be presented by Korea. It was also agreed that a paragraph in the Khabarovsk Declaration would reflect this.


	17. 
	Review of Draft TMM7 Khabarovsk Declaration

Russia presented the draft TMM7 Khabarovsk Declaration, which had been inter-sessionally distributed and requested comments/inputs/feedback from TWG members on the text of the TMM7 Khabarovsk Declaration.

Viet Nam’s proposal that reference to providing assistance to developing economies be mentioned in the Declaration was accepted and stated in the draft that will be submitted to TMM7.
Follow-up:

TWG Members to consult their Ministers or head of delegations on the draft to get their approval;

Members were requested to provide their inputs/comments/feedback to the APEC Secretariat before the TMM7



	18. 
	Other Business

The Lead Shepherd briefed TWG members on the proposed OECD Tourism Committee – APEC TWG forum on September 25 in Muju, Republic of Korea to be held in conjunction with the 90th session of the OECD Tourism Committee.
Mr. Alain Dupeyras from the OECD presented the TWG with basic information regarding the OECD Tourism Committee and its preliminary views of cooperation with APEC. The potential benefits from APEC-OECD cooperation include delivering value-added products and services to members, access to wider institutional and policy knowledge, improving mutual insight into each other's work and experience, and avoiding duplication of work in times of budgetary constraint. Areas of cooperation could include: Analysis and policy development: e.g. trade in tourism services, tourism policies for growth, domestic tourism, Measurement issues and data: development of tourism statistics, economic contribution of tourism at national and sub national levels, use of data for business and policy, and joint events and/or reports to deliver policy messages on tourism on a broader scale and increase the impact of OECD/APEC work on policy-making and stakeholders

Korea briefed the TWG on preparations for the OECD meeting.

Follow-up:

Members to participate in the meeting 



	19. 
	Future Meetings

Indonesia presented its plan to organize the TWG42 in Solo on 24-25 April 2013.
Thailand presented its plan to hold the TWG43 in Koh Sa Mui in August 2013.

Peru noted its readiness to hold the TWG44 and will update the group at the next meeting


	20. 
	The Program Director asked for the approval of the group on the document classification list. Participants endorsed the document classification list.


	21. 
	The Lead Shepherd summarized the results of the discussion, thanked the members and guests for their contribution, and feedback and expressed its appreciation to the host for the excellent arrangement. The Meeting was then concluded.
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