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Executive Summary

The 28th meeting of the APEC Counter-Terrorism Task Force (CTTF) was held in Jakarta, Indonesia on 29-30 January, 2013.

During the first CTTF meeting of 2013, members received an update on 2012 Counter-Terrorism Action Plans and the 2012 CTAP Summary Report by the Secretariat; discussed the practical application of a survey tool for strengthening the evaluation of CTTF capacity building initiatives; discussed the issue of transforming the CTTF into a permanent working group; agreed to cooperate closely with the CTTF independent assessor during his work in 2013 and agreed to start developing the Strategic Plan in accordance with the APEC SOM Steering Committee on ECOTECH’s (SCE) recommendation.
Members reviewed progress toward the completion of projects in support of the CTTF Work Plan 2012, the APEC Consolidated Counter-Terrorism and Secure Trade Strategy (CT/ST), the APEC Travel Facilitation Initiative (TFI), and discussed the proposed CTTF Work Plan for 2013 along with the planned projects for the year.

The United States provided updates on the joint CTTF/TPTWG/SCCP Trade Recovery Project; the CTTF/TPTWG Bus Terrorism Workshop held in June 2012; the 3rd APEC Aviation Security Canine Screening Workshop; and the Aviation Security: Low Cost/No Cost Security and Checkpoint Optimization Capabilities Workshop. Additionally the United States briefed on the APEC TFI, and the joint BMG/CTTF/SCCP projects to develop Trusted Traveler Characteristics and Best Practices on Implementing Advance Passenger Information Systems, as well as its non-paper proposing a future Policy Dialogue on Critical Infrastructure Protection in the APEC Region.
Australia reported  on its Designated Non-Financial Businesses and Professions (DNFBPs) project; the Russian Federation delivered a presentation on New Financial Investigations Trends in Countering the Financing of Terrorism; and Canada presented its concept proposal on Major Events Security.

In addition, CTTF members received a presentation by the APEC Communications and Public Affairs Unit officer on the value of communications work to APEC and APEC’s 2013 operational plan for communications and outreach.

The next CTTF meeting will be held on the margins of SOM II meeting in April 2013.
.  
Summary Report

APEC Counter-Terrorism Task Force Meeting

May 24-25, 2012

The 28th meeting of the APEC Counter-Terrorism Task Force (CTTF) was held in Jakarta, Indonesia on 29-30 January, 2013 in the margins of SOM I. Participants from 17 member economies attended.  The meeting was chaired by the new CTTF Chair for 2013-2014 Ambassador Harry Purwanto of Indonesia. 

OPENING REMARKS AND APEC SECRETARIAT BUSINESS

The Chair welcomed CTTF members to the first meeting of 2013, highlighting the active involvement of Indonesia in international counter terrorism efforts, as well as within the APEC framework, recognizing the importance of the capacity buildings activities of the CTTF that contribute to minimizing the impact of terrorism attacks on trade, infrastructure and supply chains and help to foster the resilience of infrastructure and economies to major disruptions. He underlined a number of directives that will guide CTTF work during 2013, such as the 2012 APEC Leaders’ commitments on issues related to trade and investment and establishing reliable supply chains and fostering innovative growth; the APEC Medium Term Plan on Counter Terrorism and Secure Trade; the STAR Conference; the APEC Food Defense Initiative; the cross fora activities related to counter terrorism; and Indonesia’s priorities for 2013. 

The CTTF Chair reviewed select parts of the declaration of the 20th APEC Leaders’ meeting held last September in Vladivostok, which should help guide  the CTTF’s future work and activities during 2013, which includes the ongoing implementation of APEC Consolidated Counter Terrorism and Secure Trade (CT/ST) Strategy,  enhancing the coordination and cooperation within APEC, and with the private sector and other organizations, across the strategy’s priority cross-cutting areas of secure supply chains, travel, finance, and infrastructure, and the effort underway to continue to strengthen the effectiveness of the CTTF’s capacity building activities. He also reviewed the 2012 APEC Ministerial statement which highlighted the first annual progress report on implementation of the APEC Consolidated CT/ST  Strategy and recognized the important accomplishments being made by APEC sub-fora to advance our Leaders’ vision to make regional commerce and travel more secure, efficient, and resilient. 

The CTTF Chair also announced the renewal of the CTTF mandate for two more years (2013-2014), approved in the Concluding SOM meeting in Vladivostok, and highlighted later in the Leaders’ declaration of 2012. He also invited the CTTF members to explore the possibility of transforming the CTTF from an ad-hoc task force into a permanent working group in order to, in part, ensure continuity in the implementation of APEC’s Consolidated CT/ST Strategy.

The APEC Secretariat reviewed completed and ongoing tasks of the CTTF undertaken since the last meeting in Kazan, Russia in May 2012. The report mentioned the APEC TFI2012 Review of Implementation’; the completed process of the CTTF Mandate Renewal; progress made on the Long Term Capacity Building Evaluations initiative lead by the BMC; and the first annual progress report on implementation of the APEC Consolidated CT/ST Strategy submitted by the CTTF Chair to the Concluding SOM meeting. The Secretariat highlighted several tasks for  the meeting, such as approving the CTTF Work Plan for 2013 for submission to SCE-1 meeting; and encouraged members to start a discussion on Strategic Planning. 

The Secretariat also circulated the final summary report for CTTF-2 in Kazan. He introduced Mr. John Platts who will undertake the CTTF Independent Assessment in 2013. Finally, the Secretariat mentioned the intersessional approval of two self-funded U.S. aviation security workshop proposals:  a Low Cost/No Cost Security and Checkpoint Optimization Workshop and a Canine Explosives Detection Workshop.  
CTTF members received a presentation on Indonesia’s priorities 2013 by the SOM Chair 2013 representative Mr Wahid Supriyadi, Alternate Senior Officer (MOFA). The three priorities are:

i. Attaining the Bogor Goals: support for the multilateral trading system; enhancing regional economic integration; and intensifying development cooperation.  

ii. Sustainable Growth with Equity:  the four pillars or work streams are SME competitiveness; food security; financial inclusion; and health.

iii. Promoting connectivity: the focus areas for promoting connectivity are infrastructure development and investment; education; and emergency preparedness in order to create the APEC framework on connectivity, which will include physical, institutional and people-to-people connectivity;
CTTF members received a presentation by the APEC Communications and Public Affairs Unit officer Mr David Hendrickson on the value of communications work to APEC and APEC’s 2013 operational plan for communications and outreach.  CTTF Independent Assessor Mr John Platts shared his approach to his upcoming assessment; CTTF members welcomed the presentation and agreed to cooperate closely with him electronically. 

counter-terrorism action plans (CTAPs)
The Secretariat shared with members the 2012 CTAP Summary Report. Thirteen member economies submitted updates on their 2012 CTAPs (three less than the previous year). For the process of identifying CTTF’s capacity building priorities the report summarized data in charts showing opportunities and gaps; a summary of needs vs. opportunities (per section); the type of needs and opportunities identified;  and the top ranked preferences of capacity building activities needs. The Secretariat noted that the results showed more capacity building opportunities than gaps. 
To make the CTAP summary a more useful tool, the Secretariat’s recommended that: members provide specific answers referring to sections A, B and C, subsections and the five specific categories for capacity buildings activities; members give their feedback on individual tables by marking preferences of these five categories; members  consider using as a reference the ad-hoc matrix of the CTAP Summary Report to better identify where needs and opportunities exist for CTTF capacity-building activities; and going forward, members provide tentative dates capacity building activities being offered.
The CTTF Chair, Canada, Australia and the United States highlighted the value of the CTAPs process for informing the CTTF’s work, and for identifying areas that need to be strengthened. They strongly supported building up this summary and charts which could be useful for other international counter terrorism stakeholders. The CTTF Chair requested the Program Director to circulate to members his ad-hoc matrix of the CTAP Summary Report as complement to better identify the capacity building needs and opportunities, as well as the economies willing to provide them. 
Some members characterized updating the CTAPs as an intensive effort, which requires coordination of many government departments/agencies involved in counter terrorism-related activities. Indonesia and Russia expressed their concerns about the issue of pending submissions, the need to update CTAPs on a regular basis and to encourage the small number of economies that never have submitted CTAPs to make the effort to do so. Members agreed to give more time to the economies that have not yet submitted their updates to do so by March 1st. Members agreed to submit their updated CTAPS for 2013 to the Secretariat by 1st October 2013. 

THE PROPOSED CTTF ANNUAL WORK PLAN FOR 2013

Members discussed the proposed CTTF Work Plan 2013, recognizing that it was made on a common template designed for all SCE subfora, which differs from the past CTTFs workplans. Australia, Russia and the United States made suggestions on sections such as anticipated activities with the business sector, secure infrastructure, food defence under secure supply chains, and capacity building. The CTTF Chair emphasized that this proposal is a ‘living document’ with the possibility for further revision after consultations with members’ respective capitals. The CTTF Chair requested that members complete such consultations and provide any new inputs within two weeks. Meanwhile the revised version agreed during the discussion will be submitted by the CTTF Chair to the SCE-COW that will meet the following week in Jakarta.

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CTTF Work Plan 2012 AND THE APEC CONSOLIDATED COUNTER-TERRORISM AND SECURE TRADE STRATEGY
Members reviewed a number of planned projects that will take place throughout 2012 and 2013 in support of the CTTF Work Plan and APEC Consolidated CT/ST Strategy.  

Secure Supply Chains

The United States provided updates on the CTTF/TPTWG/SCCP Trade Recovery Project, led by the TPTWG in collaboration with the WCO. The project, which did not receive approval for APEC funding in the BMC session 3 of 2012, was resubmitted this year, and proponents will evaluate other options for funding this initiative. The United States also provided an update on implementation of its national strategy for Global Supply Chain Security. On the latter, the United States offered to share its characterization of the risks to global supply chains with the CTTF at SOM II. 

Secure Travel 
The United States updated members on several projects and initiatives: 

· The Bus Terrorism Workshop, held on July 24-26, 2012 in Manila, was sponsored by the United States, the Philippines and Australia. Results of this workshop included the sharing of best practices and lessons learned in the area of bus antiterrorism and the establishment of capacity building relationships among APEC member economies.

· The 3rd APEC Aviation Security Canine Screening Workshop will be held on March 18-19, 2013 in Auckland New Zealand. The workshop is a joint initiative of the TPTWG- Aviation Security Experts Group and CTTF. Invitations were already sent by the Secretariat.

· The Aviation Security: Low Cost/No Cost Security and Checkpoint Optimization Capabilities Workshop. The workshop led by the United States is co-sponsored by Australia and Thailand and is scheduled for May 14-15, 2013 in Bangkok Thailand. Invitations will come out in the next month.

The United States shared the Progress Report for the month of January, 2013 of APEC Travel Facilitation Initiative (FTI). The FTI Steering Council created in 2012, led by the US, presented a first annual progress report in September 2012 at the CSOM meeting with objectives for 2013. The Council is developing a workplan to deliver those objectives, and it is in the process of knowing sharing among the involved subfora (Transportation Working Group TPTWG, APEC Business Mobility Group BMG, Subcommittee on Customs Procedures SCCP, Tourism Working Group TWG and CTTF) with the view to confirm project deliverables for TFI in 2015 to SOM. The second annual progress report will be presented at CSOM 2013.

During a discussion on travel security activities and measures taken in 2012, the Russian Federation delivered a presentation on the activities of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Russian Federation in combating extremist and terrorist manifestations on transport in Russia.

The United States updated members on two jointly conducted BMG/CTTF/SCCP projects. The first involves the development of trusted traveler characteristics under Trusted Traveler Networks.  The second involves the development of Best Practices on Implementing Advance Passenger Information Systems. The Trusted Traveler Networks and Advance Passenger Information projects, led by BMG, are under the APEC TFI. The first project is expected to deliver the results of a questionnaire and member feedback at SOM3. Under the second project the United States is collecting and revising members’ responses to a questionnaire.  The United States encouraged all members to provide their feedback to the two mentioned surveys. Indonesia expressed its support to the United States for its work in this area.

Secure Finance 
Australia reported on the self-funded project on protecting Designated Non-Financial Businesses and Professions (DNFBPs) from terrorist financing. With reference to the key outcomes of the project's risk assessment workshop that was held in Singapore on 19-20 November 2012, Australia highlighted that: i) participants agreed that there is "no one-size fits all" approach to the regulation of this non-financial sector; ii) that the aim of this work should be to provide broad recommendations or guidelines that would be applicable to all economies, ones that they can work with to regulate their own situation; and iii) that there is a strong desire for more tailor-made and economy-focused capacity building. Australia also noted that two DNFBP workshops will be held in the May-June 2013 period in Indonesia and the Philippines respectively, subject to these economies approving these events."

The Russian Federation delivered a presentation on new financial investigations’ trends in countering the financing of terrorism.

Secure Infrastructure 
Canada updated members on its project proposal for Major Events Security Planning which will be submitted to the Secretariat for APEC funding for BMC session1. Canada proposes to develop a Major Events Security Framework that will provide APEC economies with common practices and standards to successfully plan, execute and close-out major event security. Canadian and experts from other APEC economies, in two workshops, the first in Asia (Malaysia, June 2013) and the second in the Americas (Chile, October/November 2013), will review, pilot and finalize the content. APEC economies will have access to the framework via a secure link to the web portal and a memory stick. Russia, Australia and the United States supported Canada’s concept, and Australia queried on how to avoid the risks associated with exposing sensitive information. Members were asked to endorse this concept within one week, in order for it to be submitted to the Secretariat for APEC funding. 

The United States proposed a non-paper on a Future Policy Dialogue on Critical Infrastructure Protection in the APEC Region. The dialogue is proposed to be held in 2013 in Indonesia during a regularly scheduled CTTF meeting to discuss member economies’ interests related to the protection and resilience of critical infrastructure.  Members were invited to provide comments, ideas, and suggestions for the dialogue. The United States remarked that the policy dialogue could also be used to inform a future Secure Trade in the Asia-Pacific region (STAR) event on the topic of secure infrastructure, in support of ongoing implementation of the APEC CT/ST Strategy. Canada, Australia, Russia and Indonesia expressed their support for the proposal, although Indonesia is still evaluating whether to host a STAR Conference.

Referring to the Future Policy Dialogue on Critical Infrastructure Protection proposed by the United States, Russia suggested the idea that CTTF could initiate other dialogues on the high priority issues identified in the updates to CTAPs, such as transportation and container security, which are most important from Russia’s perspective. The Chair agreed on the importance of these issues and invited members to intersessionally consider it for a future dialogue, maybe under the area of Secure Supply Chains and encouraged members to propose a concept on this issue. Australia and Indonesia suggested seeking inputs from the business community, especially if the CTTF would like to engage the business sector and to be responsive to the issues they face, considering that dialogue can lead to the development of practical solutions.

CAPACITY BUILDING EVALUATION

CTTF members welcomed the update by the APEC Project Management Unit Leader Ms. Nadira Mailewa on the Budget and Management Committee BMC Capacity Building Evaluation Initiative. A draft framework prepared by the consultant will be presented to BMC1 meeting for endorsement. The Secretariat will circulate intersessionally to members the outcomes of the BMC1 upcoming meeting in Jakarta on this issue. 

The Chair invited the Friends of the Chair Group FOTC to update on its inter-sessional work concerning its non-paper with five recommendations developed by the United States to improve the CTTF’s process for monitoring and evaluating capacity building projects. 
Australia presented a draft proposal on Capacity Building Evaluation Form for Activities Implemented by the APEC Counter Terrorism Task Force (CTTF) aimed at developing a feasible tool to assess the effectiveness of the group’s activities.  Several members expressed strong support for this proposed tool. The CTTF Chair and Australia requested the Secretariat to explore with APEC IT Manager the possibility of uploading this project evaluation survey to the CTTF website. Moreover, the APEC Project Management Unit Leader suggested that this tool could be useful to other groups’ evaluation efforts and that it could also be uploaded to APEC’s Project Resources web page. 

Members of the Friends of the Chair Group FOTC (United States, Canada, Indonesia and Russia) shared their support for the valuable contribution from Australia for assessing CTTF capacity buildings initiatives.

ACTIVITIES IN OTHER INTERNATIONAL FORA

CTTF members provided presentations on relevant activities and measures related to counter terrorism in other international fora.

Indonesia and Australia reported on the second meeting of the South East Asia Capacity Building Working Group of the Global Counterterrorism Forum (GCTF) that was held from 28-29 November 2012 in Manila, Philippines. The meeting co-chaired by Indonesia and Australia brought together national counter-terrorism coordinators, policy makers, practitioners and experts from 25 countries and international organisations, to share ideas, expertise and best-practices in addressing the challenge of terrorism. Japan expressed its appreciation for the productive results of this meeting.
The Russian Federation made a presentation on its initiative in the Financial Action Task Force (FATF) to identify illicit financial flows linked to Afghan drug production and trafficking. In relation to the capacity building efforts Russia briefed on the training courses on combating terrorism and extremism, which were organized by the Russian Federation for the ASEAN countries’ experts in 2012 in the framework of ASEAN-Russia Dialogue Partnership. Russia also provided a report on the 11th Meeting of heads of special services and law-enforcement organizations held in Moscow on October 3-4, 2012. The Russian Federation also shared its experiences in countering radical manifestations in the Internet.

Canada briefed on its counter terrorism activities highlighting the release of its first Counter Terrorism Strategy in 2012, Building Resilience Against Terrorism. The Strategy sets out Canada’s approach to tackling this global and domestic threat. It assesses the nature and scale of the threat, and sets out basic principles and elements that underpin the Government’s counter-terrorism activities.  In 2011 Canada announced the Kanishka Project, a $10 million initiative to invest, over five years, in research on questions related to terrorism and counter-terrorism, which first projects started in 2012. Through its Counter-Terrorism Capacity-Building Program (CTCBP) and other programming mechanisms, Canada has continued to provide capacity-building assistance to countries in areas such as border and transportation security; legislative assistance; law enforcement, security, military and intelligence; combating the financing of terrorism; critical infrastructure protection; and countering home-made explosives.  

Japan spoke on its counter-terrorism activities including capacity building programs within the ASEAN-Japan partnership, such as the 7th ASEAN-JAPAN Counter-Terrorism Dialogue in Cebu, Philippines from 24th to 26th July 2012. Relating to ASEAN Regional Forum ARF, Japan announced the Japan and Malaysia co-hosted workshop on Countering Radicalization in Tokyo to be held on February 4 and 5, 2013. Russia supported and expressed great appreciation for Japan’s activities and events in this area.
The United States referred to international cooperation in capacity building activities such as the Global Best Practices in the Prevention of Counter Financing: A Workshop to Share Experience and Expertise on Terror Finance held in Medan, Indonesia (27 January-2 February 2013), and highlighted the United States Department of Justice’s collaboration with the UNODC to offer other additional training activities for prosecutors and judges in the Asia region focused on implementation of Global Counter Terrorism Forum (GCTF) good practices. The first the GCTF-ASEAN training workshop for first responders of terrorism, will take place in Indonesia during 2013. Additionally, the United States reported on some program initiatives related to the Organization of American States (OAS) work on supply security, such as the two-year project to be conducted in the Americas in partnership with the WCO. The United States also referred to its new initiative to counter Improvised Explosive Devices (IEDs) in the Group of Eight, also in collaboration with the WCO, focusing on preventing threat, use and acquisition of chemical precursors used to make IEDs. 

Thailand remarked that although is not creating capacity building initiatives in other international fora, it is participating and sending representatives to attend several workshops.

Mexico spoke on the implementation of the Mega Ports Initiative, in order to equip with Non-Intrusive RPM, four of the major ports, which represents about 90 per cent of maritime containerized cargo of Mexico. In 2012, Mexico continued the implementation of the Maritime Security Program with the support of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE) of the Organization of American States (OAS), in order to develop an evaluation and training process at eight Mexican ports. Mexico also highlighted and welcomed Canada’s capacity building initiatives related to human rights and counter-terrorism. 

Vietnam updated on its recent progress in implementing international commitments, such as the adoption of Convention of Physical Protection of Nuclear Material, and ratification of some amendments of the convention. Vietnam mentioned that its officials also participated actively in capacity building activities in combating terrorism under other international fora. Regarding the ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF), Vietnam will host the 11th ARF Inter-Sessional Meeting on Counter-Terrorism and Transnational Crime (ISM on CTTC) in Hanoi (4-5 March 2013). Vietnam also spoke on hosting the workshop on nuclear forensics organized together with the United States to be held the first quarter of 2013.
OTHER MATTERS, NEXT MEETING AND CLOSING REMARKS
CTTF members agreed to start developing the Strategic Plan in accordance with SOM ECOTECH’s (SCE) recommendation and report on this development at the SCE2 meeting in 2013.

Members agreed to send feedback on Australia’s draft proposal on Capacity Building Evaluation Form for Activities Implemented by February 21st, after which the final survey/tool will be considered approved for upload to the APEC CTTF website.

CTTF Members discussed the issue of the position of CTTF Vice Chair which remains open for economies nomination. The Chair invited members’ views on this opening, but no economy stepped forward. The Chair invited members interested in this position to contact the Secretariat or the Chair.

CTTF members discussed the possibility of transforming the CTTF from an ad-hoc body into a permanent working group. Russia, the United States and Indonesia, asked what this change would mean for the CTTF’s current work. Australia shared its view that the CTTF’s work cannot be defined as a ‘task’, but as a serious and permanent international issue.  Australia added that the CTTF has a medium term working plan to implement and strategies to follow, which could call its ‘task force’ title into question. Members agreed to continue assessing this issue during this year.

The Chair provided member economies with his closing remarks, highlighting members work, active participation and contributions during the meeting that show CTTF commitment to helping create capacity on counter terrorism and secure trade, as well as the importance of creating synergies between APEC sub-fora in support of  a stable regional environment to foster the prosperity of people in the region. The Chair announced that the next CTTF meeting will be held in the margins of SOM II in April 2013.
