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The 3rd Meeting of the Experts Group on Illegal Logging and Associated Trade (EGILAT) was held in Jakarta, Indonesia. 29-31 January 2013.  17 APEC member economies attended: Australia, Brunei, Canada, Chile, People’s Republic of China, Indonesia, Japan, Republic of Korea, Malaysia, New Zealand, Papua New Guinea, Peru, Philippines, the Russian Federation, Singapore, Chinese Taipei, and the United States.   
Additionally, representatives of the APEC Business Advisory Council (ABAC), European Commission, and The Nature Conservancy attended.  Mr. Vincent Hudson observed as the Assessor for the SCE Independent Assessment of the EGILAT.

Dato' Dr. Abd. Rahman Bin Abd. Rahim, Director General of Forestry Peninsular Malaysia, chaired the meeting.  Dr. Hadi Daryanto, Secretary General of the Ministry of Forestry, Indonesia, gave opening remarks; and the Alternate SOM Chair, Ambassador Wahid Supriyadi of Indonesia, updated the group on APEC 2013 priorities.

The APEC Secretariat Program Director noted the APEC Secretariat Report on Key Developments in APEC (doc. 2013/SOM1/EGILAT/002) and also remarked that members may wish to view the video, “APEC, Imagine the Possibilities,” found at http://www.apec.org/About-Us/About-APEC.aspx ), and also highlighted the announcement for Project Quality Training Workshop.  (Post meeting note: the materials presented at the Project Quality Training Workshop are now available on the APEC website, under “Resources for Applicants” at: http://www.apec.org/Projects/Forms-and-Resources.aspx )
Mr. Vincent Hudson, the Independent Assessor, attended all sessions of the meeting, and also held individual meetings with EGILAT members on the margins of the EGILAT meeting.  Mr. Hudson gave a presentation on the process and methodology for the SCE Independent Assessment of the EGILAT.  (Post meeting note: Mr. Hudson is currently conducting an online survey of EGILAT members.)
The EGILAT finalized and endorsed its 2013 Work Plan and its Multi-year Strategic Plan. The documents were subsequently submitted to the SCE for consideration. 

Mr. John Bazill of the Directorate General Environment, European Commission, gave a presentation by on “The EU FLEGT Initiative” (Forest Law Enforcement Governance and Trade); Mr. Andrew Ingles of The Nature Conservancy (TNC) gave a presentation on the Responsible Asia Forestry and Trade (RAFT) program; and Mr. David Dodwell, APEC Business Advisory Council (ABAC), made remarks explaining the role of ABAC. 
Indonesia gave a comprehensive presentation, which included reports on “Implementation of Sistem Verifikasi Legalitas Kayu Indonesia (SVLK) – Indonesia’s Timber Legality Assurance System (TLAS),” “Introduction of SVLK,” by the Ministry of Forestry of Indonesia, “Process of Legality Verification,” by Sucofindo, “Study Case: PT. Kayu Lapis Indonesia Readiness for Using V-Legal,” by the Indonesia Wood Panel Association (APKINDO), “SVLK Indonesia Timber Legality Assurance System, What do the NGOs think?” by the Indonesia Independent Forestry Monitoring Network (JPIK), and “Timber Legality Information System,” by the Directorate of Forest Business Management.

Other member economies also shared information on their economies’ governance, regulations, systems, and efforts to combat illegal logging.  These included presentations by Australia, Korea, Papua New Guinea, and Chinese Taipei.

On the topic of capacity building activities, the APEC Secretariat Program Director highlighted the timelines for APEC-funded projects and emphasized that members should consider the Funding Criteria for 2013 when developing Concept Notes.  

In regard to the Concept Note from Malaysia for “Workshop in Promoting Products from Sustainably Managed Forests,” Malaysia will continue to develop the Concept Note taking into consideration members’ feedback.
The EGILAT confirmed for Session 2 the endorsement of two previously endorsed Concept Notes: “Proposal for EGILAT Workshop: Forest Control Systems and Market Chains,” submitted by Peru, and “Regional Workshop on Timber Tracking System Development Experience Exchange,” submitted by Viet Nam.

The United States put forth two proposals for capacity building activities (not requiring APEC funding), that could be held on the margins of the next EGILAT meeting; one for a joint session with the Anti-Corruption and Transparency Working Group on Law Enforcement Cooperation, and another for a Private Sector Dialogue – there were no objections expressed; however, delegates requested more time to consult with other ministries in their economies before giving approval.  
Peru updated members on the Ministers Responsible for Forestry Meeting, and indicated 14-16 August 2013 in Cusco, Peru as the timeframe and location.  Peru also invited EGILAT any members, who are interested in supporting the preparations and agenda for the Ministerial, to join a “virtual group” led by Peru.  The group will communicate by e-mail in the lead up to the Ministerial Meeting.  The Secretariat was asked to circulate a reminder to the EGILAT members about this after the meeting.

Indonesia remarked that the 4th EGILAT meeting will be held in Medan during the course of SOM3 and related meetings, sometime in the timeframe of about June 22-July 6, 2013.

Dr. Agus Sarsito, Director of Regional Forestry Development Coordination, gave closing remarks on behalf of the Director General of Forest Utilization, Ministry of Forestry, Indonesia. 

The EGILAT Chair concluded the plenary meeting. 
