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Executive Summary

The 4th APEC Emergency Preparedness Working Group Meeting EPWG was held in Jakarta, Indonesia, on 2 to 3 February. Co-Chairs were Ph.D. Li, Wei-Sen (Chinese Taipei) and Dr. Nguyen Huu Phuc (Viet Nam),

The two days meeting was attended by 16 of the 21 APEC member economies (all except Brunei Darussalam, P.R. China, Hong Kong China, Malaysia and New Zealand) as well as representatives from the UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR) and UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UNOCHA). 
APEC Communications & Public Affairs Unit briefed on the value of communications work to APEC, APEC’s 2013 operational plan for communications and outreach and APEC Project Manager Unit (PMU) briefed on BMC-led projects evaluations initiative.
Key outcomes of the 4th APEC EPWG Meeting include:

1. SOM Chair Ambassador Yuri Octavian presented the Indonesian Priorities for 2013. 

2. Co-Chair Dr Li Wei-Sen reported on expected Cross-Fora collaborations during 2013, such as with SMEWG, HRDWG, TPTWG, BMG, and SCCP, as well as with international organizations like UNISDR and UNOCHA. He also reported on the conclusions of the 2nd Steering Committee Meeting held in Taipei, in July 2012.

3. Members welcomed reports by the Philippines, Australia and the United States on completed Projects during 2012.  

4. Russian Federation reported on final outcomes of the 6th APEC Senior Disaster Management Officials Forum SDMOF, held in October 2012 in Vladivostok. The main outcome from this forum was Russian proposal to build a Crisis Manager Centers network in APEC region with collaboration of UNOCHA. 

5. Members discussed on key 2012 statements made by Leaders and APEC Ministers applicable to the EPWG work, as well as the statement by the Minister Responsible of Trade.

6. Indonesia presented the outcomes of the Policy Dialogue on Emergency Response Travel Facilitation (ERTF), held on 1 February in Jakarta, which involves three APEC Fora: EPWG, BMG and SCCP.  Indonesia invited EPWG members to impulse the initiative and encouraged members to develop a work plan for 2013. Members welcomed the initiative and agreed to work intersessionally on some tasks posed by the initiative. 
7. Under new initiatives members received updates on the Chinese Taipei and China proposal on Evacuation planning and Sheltering Management; the Thailand proposed Seminar on Enhancing Regional Supply Chain Resilience to Disasters in APEC; as well as the Viet Nam concept on ‘Enhancing Apec Cooperation on Community- Based Disaster Risk Management’. 

8. Co-Chair Dr Li Wei-Sen briefed on the APEC strategic planning initiative by the Steering Committee on ECOTECH (SCE). He will circulate intersessionally to members an EPWG strategic plan draft for members review.

9. Members also received updates on upcoming events during 2013 from ongoing projects such as Australia’s on ‘Developing Governments’ Capacity to Promote and Facilitate the Effective Use of Business Continuity Planning for Organizational Resilience’. Russia updated on ‘Application of Satellite Technologies for Emergencies Preparedness, Management and Response in Asia-Pacific Region’ to be held in August, back to back to the 7th SDMOF (TBC). 
10. Viet Nam updated on its workshop on ‘Search and Rescue at Sea’, which will hold 5-7 June, 2013 in Nha Trang, central Vietnam. Indonesia updated members on the Seventh APEC Senior Disaster Management Officials 7th SDMOF Forum, which is planned to be held on 21-22 August 2013 in Makassar, South Sulawesi, Indonesia (TBC). The United States updated on its proposed Workshop on Global Supply Chain Resilience that will hold back to back to SOM 3 (end of June 2013, TBC).
11. Under regional activities and recent disasters, Indonesia reported on the Fifth Asian Ministerial Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction; The United States shared its report on Hurricane Sandy and flood insurance; and the Philippines reported on the Typhoon Bopha.

12. Under Collaboration & Communications, members received updates on collaboration with other APEC fora on cross cutting issues, such as with SMEWG, and HRDWG. Members received UNISDR presentation on Building Resilient Economies in Asia Pacific: and a collaboration proposal by the Asia Pacific Federation of Project Management apfpm to work with EPWG around disasters. Members will consider five collaboration possibilities listed by apfpm.

13. APEC Project Management Unit updated on progress made to date on the BMC-led projects evaluations initiative. EPWG will step forward to be a pilot group for this evaluation initiative. 

14. APEC Communications & Public Affairs Unit presented the value of communications work to APEC, APEC’s 2013 operational plan for communications and outreach, and some of the tools available to promote EPWG’s initiatives. 

15. Members endorsed the EPWG Work Plan for 2013.

16. Next EPWG meeting will hold in Medan, Indonesia at SOM 3 (22 June - 6 July, 2013).
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OPENING REMARKS BY SOM CHAIR INDONESIA AND EPWG CO-CHAIRS
Co-Chair, Dr Li Wei-Sen welcomed EPWG members and invited SOM Chair, Ambassador Yuri Octavian, Director General for Asia Pacific and Africa, MOFA Indonesia to share his opening remarks. Ambassador Yuri Octavian briefed on the Indonesian Priorities for 2013. Co-Chair Dr Nguyen Phuc remarked Indonesia’s priorities related to EPWG such as the ERTF initiative.

ADOPTION OF THE FINAL ANNOTATED AGENDA 
Members reviewed and adopted the final annotated agenda.

REVIEW OF INTERSESSIONAL WORK AND OUTCOMES OF THE 2012 EPWG WORK PLAN

· Inter-sessional Work
Co-Chair Dr Li Wei-Sen briefed on the EPWG activities carried out during 2012 including his personal participation in several forums, meetings and workshops. He also reported on expected APEC Cross-Fora collaborations during 2013. The EPWG will collaborate with SMEWG, HRDWG, TPTWG, BMG, and SCCP, as well as with international organizations like UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR) and UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UNOCHA), the Pacific Disaster Center, and Work Bank.
Dr Li Wei-Sen shared a report on activities, conclusions and suggestions of the 2nd Steering Committee Meeting held in Taipei, in July 2012, which includes to establish the ad hoc sub-committee on need-based basis instead of permanent ones for assisting co-chairs on specific issues.

· Completed Projects in 2012
The Philippines represented by Dr Li Wei-Sen shared its report on the outcomes of the APEC Training Course on Quantitative Precipitation Estimation/Forecasting (QPE/QPF) held in Manila, in March 2012.

The Russian Federation reported on final outcomes of the 6th APEC Senior Disaster Management Officials Forum 6TH SDMOF, held in October 2012 in Vladivostok. The main outcome from the forum was the Russian proposal to build a Crisis Manager Centers Network in APEC region, with the close collaboration from the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UNOCHA). 
On this regard the representative of UNOCHA Mr Markus Werne shared a presentation expressing his support to the proposal on building a Network CNC in the APEC region, and reaffirmed the possible collaboration with EPWG, which includes information sharing, workshops and assistance to make progress towards this initiative.

The United States welcomed Russia’s initiative and UNOCHA presentation. The U.S. celebrated that APEC is engaging other international organizations to explore collaboration possibilities, and it is very supportive to use existing mechanism of the region to promote information exchange in APEC. The U.S. also welcomed the report of Australia and presented the completed report on new approaches on public private partnerships for disaster resilience, compiled in a 72 pages brochure.

Australia reported on the outcomes of the APEC Business Continuity Planning Workshop, held on 22-23 November in Singapore. The follow up workshop will be hold in Viet Nam, in May 2013 (TBC).
2012 LEADERS’ AND MINISTERS’ STATEMENTS & PRIORITIES IN 2013
Co-Chair Dr Nguyen Huu Phuc briefed on the key 2012 statements made by Leaders and APEC Ministers applicable to the EPWG work.

Members discussed key statements made by Leaders in 2012 applicable to the work of the EPWG, such as ‘Enhancing preventative measures, emergency preparedness, and disaster resiliency and fostering of scientific and technical cooperation among APEC economies, communities and businesses’. Leaders also support the idea of promoting and facilitating business continuity and resiliency planning especially among small and medium-sized enterprises. 
Members took note that APEC Leaders also “support fostering public-private partnerships, establishing common standards for emergency early warning systems in cross-border transportation, furthering the development of an operational trade recovery communications mechanism based on the APEC Trade Recovery Program and developing cooperation for emergency management and disaster response preparedness among Crisis Management Centers (CMCs) in APEC economies, including with other regional CMCs such as the ASEAN Coordinating Centre for Humanitarian Assistance on Disaster Management, based in Jakarta, Indonesia.”

Members also reviewed the 2012 statement of APEC Ministers. Especially members noted that Ministers ‘reaffirm the importance of enhancing emergency preparedness and disaster resiliency, including through cooperation aimed at easing search and rescue and the mobility of relief assistance in the aftermath of disasters’. Ministers “noted the efforts and encourage further work on promoting business continuity plans to enhance the reliability of supply chains”. 
Russia, reminded the Minister Responsible of Trade statement which encourage EPWG to focus on Public-Private Partnership PPP business continuity and supply chain resilience.

· Priorities In 2013
Indonesia briefed on the host economy views of APEC work for this year Translating Common Priorities into Workable Cooperation for 21 Economies of the Asia-Pacific, highlighting the three main priorities for 2013 (1: Attaining the Bogor Goals; 2: Sustainable Growth with Equity; and Promoting Connectivity). Under the third main priority Indonesia extended on the initiative of Promoting People-to-People Connectivity: Travel Facilitation for Emergency Responders. 
Indonesia presented the outcomes of the Policy Dialogue on Emergency Response Travel Facilitation (ERTF), held on 1 February in Jakarta, which involves three APEC Fora: EPWG, BMG and SCCP.  Indonesia invited EPWG members to impulse the proposed initiative, which includes a network for emergency information exchange, and encouraged members to develop a work plan for 2013 on a holistic Emergency Response Travel Facilitation for emergency responders. Indonesia invited the economies to fill in a survey form which explains each economy the current scheme of facilitation for emergency personnel, equipment and goods, and recommended to explore possible practical cooperation such as “Emergency Response Travel Card (ERTC)”. 
Indonesia highlighted the expected outcomes of the initiative as presented during the Dialogue:  1.
Economies to agree on a work plan for 2013 to discuss a holistic Emergency Response Travel Facilitation; 2.
Economies to agree to fill in a survey form which explains each economies current scheme of facilitation for emergency personnel and equipment/goods, prior to SOM2; 3.
Economies to agree to explore possible practical cooperation such as “Emergency Response Travel Card (ERTC)”.

Members welcomed the initiative and endorsed Co-Chair’s proposal of having an additional EPWG meeting during SOM3 to address the proposed tasks and to help deliver the ERTF discussion paper. He asked the support of Indonesia and the help from members for preparing the discussion paper and work on the survey with the view to submit them to Conclusive SOM. Members agreed on working together intersessionally to implement the survey and circulate it for review. 

Co-Chair Dr Li Wei-Sen also suggested to have a further meeting of the Steering Committee including Indonesia for preparing the documents and asked for the help to prepare documents such as the survey to be submitted to Conclusive SOM.

Mexico highlighted the importance of the “Emergency Response Travel Card (ERTC)” initiative and suggested members to learn experiences from the Red Cross initiatives and helping assistance. The United States congratulated Indonesia for hosting the ERTF dialogue, which will give a great opportunity for information sharing among economies, and regarding the survey remarked that it would be very important that economies identify legal barriers for the implementation of this initiative.
Australia thanked Indonesia for running the dialogue debate and would be happy to support the work on the survey. Canada and Viet Nam also expressed their support and willingness to contribute to the work in drafting the survey. Members endorsed the idea of work together in drafting the survey and circulate it to members intersessionally for their review.

2013 WORKPLAN I (Agenda item 7)
· New Initiatives

Members discussed the proposed EPWG Work Plan 2013 in Response to Leaders/Ministers/SOM/SCE Priorities and Decisions, and to ABAC recommendations. The proposed plan includes among other subjects the EPWG priorities, a list of activities, workshops, expected cross-cutting collaborations and expected outcomes and deliverables for 2013.
Co-Chair Dr Li Wei-Sen presented aspects of the APEC strategic planning initiative launched by the Steering Committee on ECOTECH (SCE) in 2012. He will circulate to members an EPWG strategic plan draft and members agreed to work intersessionally on the draft.  Members were invited to comment and openly discuss direction of strategic plan and relevant portions of the statements with the aim of exchanging views on how EPWG can effectively respond to recent calls by leaders and ministers to better prepare the region for disasters. These guidelines and priorities will need to be reflected on the EPWG Strategic Plan as well as the proposed body of work for 2013.
Regarding ERTF initiative members endorsed the Co-Chair’s proposal to hold a second EPWG meeting in 2013, during SOM 3 to help the group to deliver the ERTF discussion paper.

Co-Chair Dr Li Wei-Sen briefed on new initiatives such as the Project proposal on Evacuation Planning and Sheltering Management (led by Chinese Taipei and China), which will need the group endorsement for seeking APEC funding.  Thailand briefed on the proposed Seminar on Enhancing Regional Supply Chain Resilience to Disasters in APEC, which was endorsed by the group prior the meeting and submitted to BMC session1.  Australia and Canada remarked and gave suggestions on how to improve the desirable outcomes of the project.

Viet Nam briefed on its new concept on ‘Enhancing APEC Cooperation on Community- Based Disaster Risk Management’, co-sponsored by Australia. Singapore, Indonesia, Canada and the United States expressed their support to this project and Australia gave some suggestion for improving the effectiveness of the project targets and objectives. Related to this proposal Co-Chair Dr Li Wei-Sen suggested considering to emulate the practice of the UAID brochure ‘New Approaches on Public-Private-Partnerships for Disaster Resilience’, taking it as a model or like a ‘best practices story-book’ to allow inspiring emergency responders of different communities. Chinese Taipei also gave its support to Viet Nam concept. The group endorsed the concept and encouraged it’s soon submission to the Secretariat for seeking APEC funding.

2013 WORKPLAN II (Agenda item 8)
· Upcoming events during 2013
 Australia updated members on the self-funded project ‘Developing Governments’ Capacity to Promote and Facilitate the Effective Use of Business Continuity Planning (BCPs) for Organizational Resilience’ to be held in Hanoi, Viet Nam in May 2013 (TBC). Australia reminded upcoming events such as the success evaluation among the workshop participants. Next step will be a public symposium in Hanoi and eventually the release of a handbook, downloadable from EPWG website to promote BCPs.
Russia updated members on the APEC funded project Application of Satellite Technologies for Emergencies Preparedness, Management and Response in Asia-Pacific Region. Co-sponsored economies are Chinese Taipei and Indonesia. Russia asked members for suggestions to nominate suitable speakers and feedback to finalize the agenda. Indonesia proposed alternatives for the workshop’s venue (Makassar, or Bali, Indonesia). The workshop will hold in August-September back to back with the 7th SDMOF (dates TBD). Mexico welcomed the project. Australia also supported the project and offered feedback to develop the agenda.
Viet Nam updated members on APEC capacity building workshop on Search and Rescue at Sea. The workshop will held this June 5th-7th, 2013 in Nha Trang, central Vietnam (TBC). Vietnam informed that Invitations are expected to be sent out in April and asked all colleagues to participate actively in the workshop. Co-Chair Dr Li Wei-Sen suggested that members back in their capitals identify the best possible participants for this workshop.
Indonesia updated members on the preparations of the Seventh APEC Senior Disaster Management Officials Forum 7th SDMOF expected to be held on 21-22 August 2013 in Makassar, South Sulawesi, Indonesia (To be confirmed). 
The United States updated on its proposed Workshop on Global Supply Chain Resilience that will hold 22-26 June 2013 back to back to SOM3 (place and date to be informed later). The report underlined that the workshop will advance the policy direction given recently by groups such as the APEC Supply Chain Connectivity Framework; the APEC Ministers Responsible for Trade; APEC High Level Policy Dialogue on Disaster Resilience, and the APEC Business Advisory Council (ABAC). 
REPORTS ON REGIONAL ACTIVITIES AND RECENT DISASTERS 
Indonesia reported on outcomes of the Fifth Asian Ministerial Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction, held on 22nd to 25th of October 2012 in Yogyakarta, Indonesia. The conference hosted by Indonesia, in collaboration with UNISDR and support from regional and international development partners was attended by more than 2,000 participants from 72 countries. 
The United States shared a report on the Hurricane Sandy and domestic flood insurance and showed two videos on this disaster from the National Flood Insurance Program of the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). The Philippines briefed on Typhoon Bopha.
COLLABORATION & COMMUNICATIONS
Members discussed strategies to improve cross-for a collaboration and cooperation with regional organizations
Chinese Taipei presented a report on SME Serial Meetings on Improving Natural Disaster Resilience of SMEs to Facilitate Trade and Investment.
On behalf of APEC HRDWG, Co-Chair Dr Li presented the concept note ‘Edutainment Network for Innovative Growth’. The project is a creative writing and art contest inviting youth from APEC member economies to address  APEC fora’s (EC, EPWG, CTI, SMEWG, EWG, TWG and others)  priorities, cross cutting issues and to develop solutions to the challenges.
APEC Project Manager Unit (PMU) Leader Ms Nadira Mailewa updated on progress made to date on the BMC-led evaluations exercise. EPWG will step forward to be a pilor group for this evaluation initiative. Australia strongly supported the work done by BMC and encourages all economies to follow evaluation of projects. Program Director was asked to circulate upsated material from PMU on this regard.
APEC Communications & Public Affairs Unit Mr David Hendrickson gave a presentation on the value of communications work to APEC, APEC’s 2013 operational plan for communications and outreach, and some of the tools that are available to help promote EPWG’s initiatives. 
Representative of UNISDR Ms Regina Rahadi gave a presentation on ‘Building Resilient Economies in Asia Pacific: Shaping a New Global Framework on Disaster Risk Reduction’.
On behalf of the Asia Pacific Federation of Project Management (apfpm) Co-Chair Dr Li Wei-Sen presented a proposal of collaboration between apfpm and EPWG around disasters. Members were asked to consider in the future the 5 collaboration possibilities listed by apfpm.
Members endorsed the EPWG Work Plan 2013
Next EPWG meeting will be held in Medan, Sumatera (SOM 3, from 22 June to 6 July 2013). 
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