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1. The 12th plenary meeting of the APEC High Level Policy Dialogue on Agricultural Biotechnology (HLPDAB) was held on June 27, in Medan, Indonesia. The meeting was chaired by Dr. Kasdi Subagyono, Executive Secretary of Indonesian Agency for Agricultural Research and Development. 16 Economies attended the meeting. The theme of the meeting was “Food Security and the Role of Small Farmer in the Asia-Pacific Region and the Potential of Biotechnology for Food Security and Sustainability.

2. The HLPDAB reviewed and endorsed HLPDAB Work plan for 2013-2015 to advance the goals of: 1) Regulatory harmonization; and 2 technical approaches to global challenges in the APEC region. Specific objectives of the 2013-2015 Work Plan include;

· To promote transparent and functioning regulatory systems to ensure farmers welfare and to facilitate investment in and the development and application on innovative biotechnologies.

· To build upon the work of international fora, to promote regulatory harmonization among APEC economies and public confidence in those systems.

· To provide opportunities for member economies to do-develop and transfer technologies, sharing of information and experiences in the application of biotechnology with linkages with other APEC foras related to Food Security.

3. Indonesia presented the Concept Paper “Platform for Co-Development and Transfer of Agricultural Biotechnology” which will also include the role of small farmers in food security efforts, in line with APEC 2013 priority on sustainable and inclusive growth. HLPDAB members discussed and agreed on the concept paper and requested Indonesia to develop this Paper into a Concept Note and submit for APEC funding in Session 3, 2013.
4. Presentations and discussions at the meeting focused on the following areas:

· Industry views on Low Level Presence (LLP) in Seed and Grain
· Risk Communication: How member economies responded to inaccurate misleading information (by the Philippines)

· Project on LLP of GMO and Risk Minimization of Agricultural Biotechnology for Agriculture Sustainable Development and Russian Initiative on the Establishment of National Information and Consulting APEC Center for Agricultural Biotechnology
· Food Security in the Asia-Pacific Region and the Potential of Biotechnology to Contribute to Food Security and Sustainability

· Innovative Agricultural Technical Study

5. A joint Session between HLPDAB and ATCWG to identify cross cutting issues that both fora can collaborate was held on 28 June, 2013. The Joint Communique was released by the two groups. (As attached)

JOINT SESSION OF THE HIGH LEVEL POLICY DIALOGUE ON AGRICULTURAL BIOTECHNOLOGY (HLPDAB) AND THE AGRICULTURAL TECHNICAL COOPERATION WORKING GROUP (ATCWG) OF THE ASIA PACIFIC ECONOMIC COOPERATION (APEC)

COMMUNIQUE

1. We, member economies of APEC, met on the 28th of June 2013, in the first joint session of the HLPDAB and the ATCWG fora, at the occasion of the Food Security Week of the third Senior Officials Meeting APEC 2013, held in Medan, Indonesia. 

2. We recognized the importance of agricultural biotechnology in addressing food security in the APEC region and the potential for farmers to benefit from adoption of agricultural biotechnology.

3. The joint session reflected that ATCWG and HLPDAB have taken up the recommendations from the Steering Committee on Economic and Technical Cooperation and also the Individual Action Plan to work together to identify cross cutting areas that will benefit APEC.
4. The joint session presented a way for the HLPDAB and the ATCWG to work together to meet a shared goal. HLPDAB, a policy forum, could benefit from input from technical expertise and ATCWG, a technical cooperation forum, may include agricultural biotechnology in its activities.

5. Recognizing the distinct role and mandate of the ATCWG and the HLPDAB, we, therefore, agreed to strengthen the link between HLPDAB and ATCWG, in order to coordinate the policy and practices on biotechnology to the mutual benefit of both forums and stakeholders.

6. We agreed to jointly initiate projects on biotechnology based on the recognition of what the two fora are doing that embodies the core competences of the two foras, including capacity building and identification of the potential challenges and benefits of agricultural biotechnology to all farmers, including small holder- farmers.
7. We will share knowledge and expertise regarding regulations and policy for innovative technologies and practices to support sustainable agriculture growth in APEC member economies and encourage the sharing of information and knowledge among member economies.
8. The result of this joint session will be reported to the third Senior Officials Meeting of APEC 2013 by the Chair of HLPDAB and the Lead Shepherd of ATCWG.
