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1. Opening Session

    Representatives from 19 of the 21 APEC member economies, including Australia, Brunei, Canada, Chile, China, Indonesia, Japan, Korea, Malaysia, New Zealand, PNG, Peru, Philippines, Russia, Singapore, Chinese Taipei, Thailand  U.S., Viet Nam, met in Surabaya, Indonesia on April 11 and April 12, 2013 for the first Health Working Group (HWG) Meeting of 2013. The meeting was chaired by Dr. Svetlana Axelrod from Russia.    

    On behalf of the host of Indonesia, Mr. M. Wahid Supriyadi - Senior Adviser and Indonesia Alternate APEC Senior Official, delivered welcome remarks.   In his presentation, Mr. Supriyadi briefed on the APEC 2013 theme: “Resilient Asia Pacific, Engine of Global Growth.”  Indonesia’s goal for APEC this year is to make the region a model for the world in terms of sustained growth. The SOM Chair provided an overview of Indonesia’s APEC priorities: 1) Attaining Bogor Goals; 2) Sustainable Growth with equity; and, 3) Promoting connectivity.  The sub-themes for Priority 1: Attaining Bogor Goals, include: a) support for multilateral trading systems (including working leading up to hosting the December Ministerial); b) regional economic integration, including plans to strengthen development cooperation; and c) strengthening regional cooperation, including regulatory cooperation and structural reform.  The sub-themes for Priority 2: Sustainable Growth with equity, include: a) SME competitiveness; b) financial inclusion; c) health; and, d) food security.  The sub-themes for Priority 3: Promoting Connectivity, include: a) infrastructure development; b) institutional cooperation; and c) people to people connectivity. Indonesia also attaches importance to mainstreaming ocean issues. 
2. 2013 HWG priorities and Strategic Planning:

    APEC Secretariat Technical Assistance and Training Facilities (TATF), upon invitation by US, made a presentation on Strategic Planning, noting that the SOM Steering Committee on ECOTECH has requested all sub-fora to develop Strategic Plans. Australia, Canada, New Zealand and U.S. agreed to the suggestions made by TATF that HWG needs to review its work priorities in order to align its work with overall APEC priorities. Australia volunteered to lead a working group with Indonesia, China, Philippines and Peru , to draft a Strategic Plan to better align the work of HWG with APEC priorities.. Australia will make a draft  Strategic Plan and circulate it to the small working group for comment.  The revised Strategic Plan will then be circulated to HWG for comment.  

3. Progress Reports on Approved and on-going HWG Projects:

    Progress reports on the following approved thirteen HWG projects had been made,   spanning three HWG priorities, i.e. PRIORITY 1: Enhancing preparedness for and effective management of emerging and re-emerging infectious diseases, vector-borne diseases, HIV/AIDS, and pandemics;  PRIORITY 2: Building the capacity of prevention of non-communicable diseases including injuries; PRIORITY 3:  Strengthening health systems of economies including health financing, human resources, and health information technologies which would contribute to inclusive and secure growth. 
    Thailand suggested to streamline the presentation format for HWG ongoing or completed projects, with more focus on project outcomes, and policy recommendations. A template for project presentation was drafted by Thailand, setting a limit of 10 slides for each presentation. The approved Template is as follows, incorporating comments by Australia, Philippines, and Chinese Taipei. The endorsed template will be used from the next HWG meeting in Medan in July 2013:

Presentations were received on the following projects:
(1)  Pilot Study to Evaluate Dengue Early Warning through Virus Analysis and  Data Sharing (Singapore)

(2) APEC Workshop on influenza vaccine policies and strategies in post-pandemic era (Chinese Taipei)

(3) APEC Workshop “HIV vaccines as a part of complex approach to  AIDS prevention and control in APEC region” (Russia)

(4) International Seminar on Food Trade Safety to Prevent Avian Influenza (China)

(5) Enhancing Health Security in APEC - International Campaign Program to Control Antimicrobial Resistance in the Asia-Pacific (Korea)

(6) Strengthening health security - APEC symposium on strategies to control and prevent antimicrobial resistance (AMR) (Korea)
(7) APEC Symposium 2012 "Best Medical Practices in Mitigation of Radiation Accidents and Catastrophes (Russia)
(8) Enhancing Cooperation of Medical Rapid Response Teams in Case of International Disaster Response in APEC Economies (Russia)

(9) Training Project on Building Public Health Emergency Response Capacity (China)

(10)Workshop on reducing economic burden of Healthcare-Associated Infections (USA)

(11)APEC Workshop on Cost-Effectiveness of Strategies for Human Security: Strengthening the Performance of Healthcare System (Chinese Taipei)

(12)Strengthening Health Security in APEC through Rural Health Workforce Management, Attraction and Retention Skills Training Project (China)

(13) Workshop: Promoting Human Security in APEC: Development of e-health systems as a tool for management in the health area of APEC’s economies (Russia)
4. New HWG Concept Notes for Session 2, 2013
(1) APEC Symposium on Developing Policy and Strategies of Road Safety among     APEC Economies (Indonesia) 

     Australia stressed the need for HWG synergies with other relevant Working Groups, e.g. Transportation Working Group, on this particular Concept Note. Duplication must be avoided. Canada cited the latest developments in this area in other international arena, including UN and WTO. New Zealand gave advice on how to deliver effective implementation of this project and noted it was a good example of projects which could be jointly done . Chinese Taipei commended the use of helmet by motorist, which contributes to reduce head injuries. The experience of Chinese Taipei in this aspect was shared. 

 (2) A Regional Collaboration for Health Technology Assessment: Developing  Awareness and A Demonstration Project (Singapore)

     Australia commented that Australia supports the regional collaboration and encourages the examination and sharing of experiences and would be happy to be involved in this work. Australia stressed that this project should avoid the “one size fits all” model, considering the different economic and social conditions of APEC Economies, and hence, promoting HTA does not imply harmonized standards or common frameworks. Different conditions for different economies must be considered. New Zealand agreed to the importance of this topic and offered its support to this project. U.S. agreed to the importance of this topic in contributing to strengthening health systems in APEC economies.
 (3)  First Asia - Pacific m-health Summit: “Connecting science, business and policy for better health” (Peru)


Korea linked this project to the E-Health concept that Korea has been actively promoting, and supported the project. Indonesia commented on its importance and offered its support to this project. Canada elaborated opinion that perhaps APEC should consider lessons learned from other economies i.e. Caribbean. New Zealand pointed out the timelines of this project to take into consideration funding sessions so that there is enough time to involve all APEC members and Australia suggested that the commencement of the project be delayed from October 2013 until 2014 to better fit the timeframes of funding cycles. 

 (4) Workshop on enhancing cost effective preventive measures in clinical practice to reduce burden on non-communicable disease in APEC economies (Russia)

         Australia reminded to avoid duplicating the work of WHO. It needs to be put into consideration as to how the project would provide meaningful contribution to broader APEC goals.

 (5) Pilot study for HIV-1 transmitted drug resistance surveillance through sharing of expertise and methods (Singapore)
          Noting that the Project Overseer was not able to come to the meeting, Singapore indicated that questions will be brought back for proper responses. New Zealand commented on the methodology of its implementation. Australia commented that HIV is a priority area during Indonesia’s host year and Australia supports the strengthening of surveillance and facilitation of cross border information exchange to address drug resistance.
HWG members were requested to prioritize the above-mentioned Concept Notes by mid-May.
5.  Cooperation between HWG and Life Sciences Innovation Forum (LSIF):
   (1) NCD Action Plan Implementation :
       The LSIF Industry Co-Chair provided a brief overview of a partnership that Janssen, a pharmaceutical company, has launched in Indonesia on mental health. He noted that the program is truly an example of a tripartite effort to respond to the NCD Action Plan.  Australia and Japan pointed out that the WHO classifies mental health separately from NCDs and that APEC should follow the WHO’s classification.  The Industry Co-Chair proposed that the APEC LSIF and HWG organize a joint policy dialogue on mental health at SOM3 and consider a role for APEC in addressing mental health issues in the region. HWG members agreed.  

The second LSIF presentation on implementation of the APEC NCD Action Plan was given by a representative from Sanofi, a pharmaceutical company. The Sanofi representative provided an overview of a successful diabetes public-private partnership project underway in Indonesia.  

       The Chair HWG welcomed the two examples of industry rising to the challenge of the APEC NCD Action Plan implementation and encouraged others to follow suit.  

    (2)Healthcare-Associated Infections (HAIs):
        The United States nominated a representative from AdvaMed, a medical device industry association, to present on the joint LSIF-HWG workstream on Healthcare-Associated Infections.   

   (3) High Level Meeting (HLM) on Health and the Economy:  The HWG Vice Chair   opened the session with a presentation on the APEC 2013 theme: “Resilient Asia Pacific, Engine of Global Growth.”  Indonesia’s goal for APEC this year is to make the region a model for the world in terms of sustained growth. HWG Chair observed that health is recognized as a critical component of economic and trade development and cooperation in the Asia-Pacific region and that is why it was included as a top priority for 2013.  She noted that APEC Economic Leaders and Ministers have committed to improving the capacity of economies for responses to infectious diseases, control of non-communicable diseases, and strengthening of health systems.  The Vice Chair discussed Indonesia’s goal of issuing a set of policy recommendations at the end of this year on how to get to a sustainable health system, which would serve as the outcome of the High Level Meeting on Health and the Economy in Bali in September. She suggested that the HWG and LSIF collaborate on this matter. 

The Acting Chair LSIF PG provided an overview of the APEC High Level Meeting on Health and the Economy, including the outcomes of the 2011 and 2012 meetings. 

Canada noted that since the HLM will be the first conversation with the finance ministers’ process within APEC, it is important that the case is made for why they should care.  The scene setter should focus on economic growth and health and the returns on investment in health.  Canada also recommended delivery of this message by a thought leader who can clearly state the economic arguments for investing in health and why the discussion needs to be had. 

Australia, Canada, the United States and Japan noted that there were concerns about the length of the current draft agenda.  

New Zealand recommended that the HLM topics should remain broad and high level and focus more than just on healthcare financing. New Zealand also commented that it looked like a very exciting meeting. 

6. Cooperation with other fora:

(1) Emergency Preparedness Working Group (EPWG):  Mr. Ir. Dody Ruswandi,  MSCE, Deputy for Emergency Response, National Agency for Disaster Management from  Indonesia  delivered a presentation on its work scope on behalf of EPWG. Australia, Canada, New Zealand, Chinese Taipei, U.S. all expressed the importance of HWG synergies with other relevant fora on common areas of interests.  
(2) ASEAN Secretariat made a briefing on its work on health. Australia, Philippines, Thailand and New Zealand commented and encouraged cooperation between APEC and ASEAN in health area.
7. Other issues:

(1) Field Visit to Indonesia Dr. Soetomo's Hospital was arranged by the host, with foci on HIV/AIDS.
(2) China provided a briefing on the situation of avian flu (H7N9) outbreak in the eastern provinces of China. HWG members thanked China for the update and information sharing in the future. 

