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Executive Summary 

There were six APEC Sectoral Ministerial Meetings held during the period January to September 2013. They were the following:

· Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Trade, Surabaya, Indonesia,20-21 April 2013;

· 2nd Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Forestry, Cusco, Peru, 14-16 August 2013;

· 8th APEC Transportation Ministerial Meeting, Tokyo, Japan, 5 September 2013;

· 20th Small and Medium Sized Enterprises Ministerial Meeting, Bali, Indonesia, 7 September 2013;

· 1st Joint APEC Ministerial Meeting on Small and Medium Sized Enterprises and Women, Bali, Indonesia, 7 September 2013; and 

· Finance Ministers Meeting, Bali, Indonesia, 20 September 2013. 

In line with the 2013 theme, “Resilient Asia-Pacific, Engine of Global Growth”, Ministers discussed matters related to three priority areas:

· Attaining the Bogor Goals;

· Achieving Sustainable Growth with Equity; and 

· Promoting Connectivity

APEC Trade Ministers considered collective solutions for addressing challenges that could impact the Asia-Pacific’s economic landscape in support of the following specific areas: continuing support for the multilateral trading system; continuing on attaining the Bogor goals; achieving sustainable growth with equity; and promoting connectivity. 
APEC Ministers Responsible for Forestry met to discuss the importance and potential of forest resources in the APEC region; conditions for sustainable forest management; and the main threats and challenges for sustainable forest management.

Taking stock of challenges and opportunities related to the development of quality transport as a driver of growth, APEC Transportation Ministers charted a path forward for strong engagement and cross-fora collaboration to ensure safe, secure, convenient, efficient and sustainable transportation in the APEC region. 

APEC Ministers Responsible for Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs) met to share views and discussed ways to continue to nurture vibrant SMEs in the Asia-Pacific region and enhance SMEs’ global competitiveness. 
The first APEC Joint Ministerial Meeting on Small and Medium Enterprises (SME) and Women met to discuss synergies and concrete efforts across APEC for empowering women SMEs in ways that provide direct and practical benefits and called for coordinated initiatives between the APEC SME Working Group and the Policy Partnership on Women and the Economy. 

APEC Finance Ministers expressed their determination to place member economies on a stronger, more sustainable and more balanced growth path and considered amongst other things, ways to enhance infrastructure development in the region, the importance of financial inclusion to achieving equality and enhancing growth potential, and the impact of the global financial crisis on the availability and cost of trade finance.

Recommendations

It is recommended that AMM takes note of this report.
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19th APEC Ministers’ Responsible for Trade Meeting
Date
:
20-21 April 2013
Venue
:
Surabaya, Indonesia
Main Outcomes
1. Ministers adopted a separate statement on supporting the multilateral trading system and WTO 9th Ministerial Conference to demonstrate their commitments to strengthening the WTO. 
2. Ministers reaffirmed the pledge made by Leaders in 2011 and 2012 against protectionism through a standstill and rollback of protectionist and trade-distorting measures. Ministers recommended that Leaders extend their standstill commitment through the end of 2016. 

3. Ministers reaffirmed their commitments to attain the Bogor Goals of free and open trade and investment towards 2020 and to address remaining issues that will help APEC economies to achieve the Bogor Goals, including the commitment to bridge and to identify the development gap and assist developing economies in this regard. 
4. Ministers reaffirmed the importance of APEC’s meaningful contribution, intellectual inputs and leadership guiding the processes of FTA/RTA development in the Asia-Pacific region and agreed to continue promoting broader integration and to report regularly and share information on developments related to FTA/RTA initiatives. 
5. Ministers reaffirmed and emphasized concrete actions, including capacity building activities to facilitate steady implementation of APEC Leaders’ commitments in 2012 and 2011 to respectively, promote green growth and to seek practical, trade-enhancing solutions to address global environmental challenges; and reduce tariffs on environmental goods to 5 percent or less by the end of 2015.
6. Ministers confirmed the importance of improving the investment climate in the APEC region and instructed officials to intensify efforts to address impediments to increased flows of investment in the region, including those relating to private financing of infrastructure. 
7. Ministers welcomed the Public-Private Dialogue on Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) and encouraged officials to work with the private sector to build and improve upon CSR practices, including transparency.
8. Ministers encouraged officials to further discuss how to strengthen the implementation of Good Regulatory Practices (GRP) beyond 2013, taking into consideration the circumstances of individual economies.
9. Ministers reaffirmed their commitment to promote effective and non-discriminatory innovation policy, including through developing and finalizing implementation practices by October 2013.
10. Ministers reaffirmed the importance of addressing trade investment and regulatory barriers for SMEs, and support efforts to enhance SMEs’ global competitiveness, business ethics, and their participation in Global Value Chains. They instructed officials to continue dedicating efforts and work in these areas. 

11. Ministers welcomed the focus of the Policy Partnership on Food Security (PPFS) in aligning farmers, the private sector and governments in the achievement of global food security through strategic partnership that comprises of constructive involvement of the private sector, farmers and government. They instructed officials and encouraged the private sector to continue pursuing this initiative and to develop a strategic, results-oriented and comprehensive 2020 Road Map to achieve the long-term goal of setting up a food security structure by 2020 to provide lasting food security to economies in the Asia-Pacific region.  
12. Ministers welcomed the establishment of the Food Safety Incident Network (FSIN) which will enhance APEC’s capacity to deal with food safety events in the region. 
13. Ministers welcomed the successful launch of the Policy Partnership on Science, Technology and Innovation (PPSTI) and instructed officials to finalize the institutional building process and identify the structure of PPSTI’s key priority work areas by AMM in October 2013.  Ministers also instructed officials to take concrete steps in the PPSTI to enhance cooperation among key innovation stakeholders – government, academia, and businesses.

14. Ministers welcomed initiatives and activities promoting the mainstreaming of ocean-related issues in APEC in various areas of cooperation, including through existing regional initiatives such as the Coral Triangle Initiative on Coral Reefs, Fisheries and Food Security.   They also encouraged officials to continue working on ways to address challenges to achieving sustainable ocean and marine resources.
15. Ministers instructed Senior Officials to develop a unifying, forward-looking, and ambitious APEC Framework on Connectivity to deepen and broaden the region’s connectivity around and across the Pacific Ocean and within APEC’s archipelagic and continental regions.

16. Ministers tasked officials to develop an overarching framework that outline work streams and key areas of focus and establish practical and concrete ways to overcome current impediments to infrastructure investment and development, recognizing that the work streams that flow from it will complement the important work in this area being undertaken in the G20 and other fora.

17. To improve physical connectivity, Ministers suggested that the Transportation Ministers produce a concrete outcome with a view to promoting more sustainable and resilient transportation related infrastructure at the 8th APEC Transportation Ministers Meeting in Tokyo.

18. Ministers reaffirmed the growing importance of submarine cables to regional and global connectivity, and encouraged increased awareness and continued cooperation within APEC.
19. Ministers expressed support to the continued work on the APEC Supply-Chain Connectivity Framework Action Plans (SCFAP). They welcomed the interim assessment of the SCFAP hat showed some progress has been made in the overall performance of supply chain transactions and requested officials to inject new momentum to their work in addressing existing chokepoints in supply chains, to ensure we are able to fulfill our ambitious APEC-wide 2015 supply chain performance target, in particular to facilitate SMEs participation in global trade.
20. Ministers reaffirmed the importance of enhancing the emergency preparedness and disaster resiliency of APEC economies, communities and businesses and stressed the need for cooperation between crisis management centres within the APEC framework. They welcomed the elaboration of the APEC Emergency Response Travel Facilitation Initiative to explore the opportunities to build a more safe and secure APEC Region.
21. Ministers remained committed to implement the 2012 Leaders' instruction on promoting cross border education cooperation. They instructed officials to advance their work in developing a work plan on promoting cross border education cooperation to enhance the mobility of students, researchers, and education providers in the APEC region on a voluntary basis, while taking into consideration the circumstances of individual economies.

22. In reaffirming Leaders’ commitment to the implementation of Economic and Technical Cooperation (ECOTECH), Ministers instructed officials to evaluate the effectiveness of capacity building activities across APEC and to identify ways to ensure these activities deliver more meaningful, targeted and effective results, particularly for developing APEC economies.

To access the Joint Ministerial Statement, in its entirety, go to: 
http://www.apec.org/Meeting-Papers/Ministerial-Statements/Trade/2013_trade.aspx 
2nd Meeting of APEC Ministers’ Responsible for Forestry 

Date          :    14-16 August 2013
Venue       :    Cusco, Peru
Main Outcomes
Ministers and senior officials reaffirmed the forestry commitment made in the past Leaders’ Declarations and the joint statement of the 2011 First APEC Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Forestry, recognized the establishment of the APEC Expert Group on Illegal Logging and Associated Trade (EGILAT), and expressed their aspirations for sustainable forest management in the Asia-Pacific region, summarized as follows:

1. Maintain and further strengthen support to sustainable forest management, forest conservation and forest rehabilitation.
2. Advance the important contributions of forests to the emerging green economy, including through research, innovation and demonstration in new wood-based and non-timber forest products, services and applications.
3. Strengthen private sector investment in sustainable forest management across the APEC region, along with access to better technology and markets, by promoting enabling policy environments that attract investors, including sound forest-related legislation, effective law enforcement and forest governance framework, market-based instruments such as certification, and social and environmental safeguards.
4. Recognize, where applicable, the key role of indigenous people and local communities in sustainable forest management, promote policies, technologies and investment for their well-beings, encourage local forest industries that generate employment and value added products from sustainable sources, and explore approaches for strengthening their market competitiveness at the domestic and international level.
5. Recognize the importance of integrating concern for forests into the development of other sectors with a view to harmonizing sustainable forest management, maximize benefits from forests and minimize or avoid the negative impact of other sectors on forests.
6. Enhance environmental education and improve access to forest-related information to support policymakers, communities, non-governmental organizations, and the private sector in their efforts to understand, manage, conserve and monitor forests.
7. Promote technical cooperation among APEC economies, and consider establishing mutually agreed policy partnership dialogues consistent with APEC procedures or other arrangements within the APEC framework, as appropriate, to address the implementation of APEC forest objectives.
8. Promote capacity building in sustainable forest management for all levels of government, private sector, civil society and NGOs.
9. Maintain and strengthen the efforts of APEC economies to combat illegal logging and associated trade; and encourage as appropriate the engagement with relevant international and regional organizations, to better assess, monitor and achieve APEC’s forestry goals.
10. Recognise the importance of meetings of Ministers responsible for forestry, and invite member economies to offer to convene such meetings, when necessary.
11. Recognize the contributions of forest goods and ecosystem services to domestic economies and rural and urban communities, and include these contributions in domestic accounting systems, development policies and plans at all levels, as appropriate. 
To access the Joint Ministerial Statement, in its entirety, go to: 
http://www.apec.org/Meeting-Papers/Ministerial-Statements/Forestry/2013_forestry.aspx
8th APEC Transportation Ministerial Meeting 
Theme: Resilient Asia-Pacific: Engine of Global Growth
Date          :    5 September 2013
Venue       :    Tokyo, Japan
Main Outcomes

1. Transportation Ministers instructed the TPTWG to develop a transportation “Connectivity Map” that would visualize APEC’s ideal of physical and institutional integration to be reached by the year 2020, and to report on it at the next Ministerial Meeting.

2. Ministers welcomed the efforts of economies to implement the transport elements of the Supply Chain Connectivity Framework Action Plan and also expressed support on this year’s initiative to establish a unifying, forward-looking, and ambitious APEC Framework on Connectivity.

3. Ministers endorsed the working document of the TPTWG on the international business aviation operations.  

4. The TPTWG was directed to develop a “Quality Transport” vision, encompassing convenience, efficiency, safety, security, and sustainability as priorities, in cooperation with other relevant APEC fora.

5. Ministers instructed the TPTWG to collaborate with international organizations in the transportation sphere where appropriate.

6. Member economies were urged to participate in the harmonization work under agreements administered by the World Forum for Harmonization of Vehicle Standards (WP.29) of the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE).
7. Ministers instructed the TPTWG to build on its progress to develop a framework for collection of data and sharing of resources that would enhance opportunities for women in transportation and enable the measurement of progress over time. Economies were also encouraged to continue voluntary efforts to support this important endeavour.

8. Ministers acknowledged the work of the APEC Port Services Network (APSN) on the Green Port Initiative in encouraging collaboration, communication and capacity building among ports and related maritime sectors in the region; affirming the value of the Green Port Award System (GPAS) to enhance regional environmental awareness; share best practices; improve the overall performance, efficiency and sustainability of APEC ports and promote innovation for green growth.  

9. Ministers further instructed the TPTWG to continue its efforts with respect to the implementation of the objectives set out at the Special Transport Ministers’ Meeting (STMM), TMM7, and previous Ministerial meetings, and to expand further the cooperation with other relevant APEC fora.
10. The Philippines confirmed their intention to host the next TMM in 2015.

To access the Joint Ministerial Declaration in its entirety, go to: 
http://www.apec.org/Meeting-Papers/Ministerial-Statements/Transportation/2013_transport.aspx    

21st APEC Small and Medium Enterprises Ministers Meeting

Theme: Enhancing SME Global Competitiveness
Date          :    7 September 2013
Venue       :    Bali, Indonesia
Main Outcomes

1. Ministers reaffirmed the SME Global Competitiveness priority and its enhancement as key to enabling SMEs in the APEC region to actively participate toward a common goal of integration and development of the economic potential of APEC, and urged special collaborative and systematic efforts among APEC member economies in this regard.

2. Under the first subtheme on Entrepreneurship Development for SMEs, the meeting affirmed the importance of a strong entrepreneurship environment to the growth of APEC economies and the development of micro-enterprises and SMEs, including women entrepreneurs; the promotion of start-ups and young entrepreneurs; and highlighted the provision of legal frameworks, increasing access to Business Development Services and business incubators, fostering innovation through the promotion of intellectual property rights, strengthening networking, and increasing access to financing and access to markets. 
3. Ministers encouraged private-public partnerships to increase the ratio of entrepreneurs to population in the APEC region in order to strengthen economic competitiveness and supported economies’ collaborative efforts with ABAC in hosting capacity building activities. 
4. Under the second subtheme of Increasing Access to Finance for SMEs, Ministers supported collaborative efforts and initiatives with trade financing institutions to address the lack of access to financing; alternative schemes to government and private trade finance programs for SMEs;  financial inclusion to improve the livelihoods of the poor;  increased access to financial sources for Micro Enterprises and SMEs; and to be guided by the SMEWG Strategic Plan on other policies, including financial education and financial facilitation and services.

5. Under the third sub-theme of Empowering SMEs to Expand to International Markets, Ministers welcomed, among others, economies’ capacity building activities and initiatives to address the challenges SMEs face in participating in global supply and production chains; collaborative work among APEC fora, ABAC and the private sector to help SMEs expand into global markets; enhancing cross border trade, creating information repositories, raising business ethic compliance, promoting green business, and improving disaster resilience of SMEs. 
6. Ministers reaffirmed their commitment to assist SMEs in establishing resilient supply chains to facilitate trade and investment.

7. Ministers acknowledged the report and presentation made by ABAC which focused on four key areas namely: a) entrepreneurship and innovation; b) access to finance; c) access to international markets especially using IT; and d) participation of women and young people in business. Ministers further instructed the SMEWG to accommodate the elements contained in ABAC’s report presentation towards enriching the SMEWG Strategic Plan (2013-2016).
To access the Joint Ministerial Statement, in its entirety, go to http://www.apec.org/Meeting-Papers/Ministerial-Statements/Small-and-Medium-Enterprise/2013_sme.aspx  

1st Joint APEC Small and Medium Enterprises and Women Ministerial Meeting
Date          :    7 September 2013
Venue       :    Bali, Indonesia
Main Outcomes

1. Ministers and senior APEC representatives in charge of Small and Medium Enterprise and Women, recognized that women SMEs are of importance to APEC economies given the percentage of women entrepreneurs in APEC economies is approximately 40%.
2. Ministers and senior APEC representatives reaffirmed the importance of SMEs, including those in start-ups, microenterprises and the informal sector and noted that despite the tremendous economic strides among SME women entrepreneurs in generating employment, driving production and innovation, and contributing to local development, further support was nevertheless necessary for women SMEs to achieve their full potential. 

3. The Small and Medium Enterprise Working Group (SMEWG) and the Policy Partnership on Women and the Economy (PPWE) were encouraged to provide coordinated approaches to address commonly cited challenges faced by women SMEs through policies, programs and actions in APEC economies.
4. They further recognized the necessity to enhance cooperation among member economies to further empower women SMEs in the region by having collaborative efforts on targeted policy measures for the inclusive development of Women SMEs in the areas of a) Promotion of Entrepreneurial Culture, and b) Increasing Access to Finance. 
5. Economies were encouraged to consider actions to promote entrepreneurial culture in the following areas:
a) Develop gender-responsive entrepreneurship policies; 
b) Implement business training programs of ICT innovations that is targeted for women entrepreneurs particularly in business management skills; 
c) Increased outreach to women on Business Development Services and Business incubator through public-private partnership, including CSR programs; 
d) Implement measures to foster innovation and, to promote understanding of intellectual property rights among women innovators;  
e) Support the development of networks for women SME owners and operators; and
f) Provide information that meets the needs of women SME owners and operators. 
6. In the area of increasing access to finance, economies were encouraged to: 
a)  
Reduce barriers to commercial loans, including through women’s financial education,  developing an SME credit information system and information-sharing with regards to the profitability of loaning to women-led businesses; 
b)  
Create women-focused microfinance programs that support the scaling up from Micro to SMEs; 
c)  
Create a supportive policy environment for the development of venture capital, angel investment and micro-insurance; 

d)  
Streamline and improve the business formalization process, including the provision of ‘one-stop-shop’ services or clear information on starting a business; and 

e)  
Implement measures to encourage formalization of Women SMEs. 

7. Ministers also agreed that APEC should emphasize its direct and practical work benefiting Women SMEs, by identifying priority issues and setting goals and targets to be implemented in economies. The SMEWG and the PPWE were instructed to take the work forward to incorporate the results of this first joint meeting into their Strategic Plans, and to initiate and collaborate on specific and concrete actions in each priority area prior to the APEC Economic Leaders’ Meeting in 2014.
To access the Joint Ministerial Statement, in its entirety, go to: http://www.apec.org/Meeting-Papers/Ministerial-Statements/Small-and-Medium-Enterprise/2013_sme_women.aspx 
Finance Ministers Meeting
Date          :    20 September 2013

Venue       :    Bali, Indonesia

Main Outcomes

1. Supporting Indonesia’s APEC 2013 theme of Resilient Asia-Pacific, Engine of Global Growth, Finance Ministers discussed key economic and financial issues shaping the region’s future prosperity and determined to place economies on a stronger, more sustainable and balanced growth path.


2. Ministers committed to implement fiscal policies flexibly to support economic growth and jobs, while remaining committed to sustainable public finances.  They resolved to intensify efforts to implement structural reforms that boost investment, address weaknesses, enhance productivity and competitiveness, increase labour force participation and address imbalances.


3. The meeting resolved to resist all forms of protectionism and keep markets open.


4. Recognizing the importance of productivity enhancing infrastructure Finance Ministers took note of the Multi-Year Plan for Infrastructure Development and Investment.  Ministers acknowledged the necessity of greater private sector participation in infrastructure financing and committed to improving the investment climate.


5. In order to attract private financing Ministers noted the need for clear planning, prioritization, preparation and financing of infrastructure projects.  Ministers committed to establish an APEC PPP Experts Advisory Panel, with support from the World Bank, the ADB and the OECD.  Ministers also supported the establishment of a pilot PPP Center in the Indonesian Ministry of Finance.


6. Ministers recognized the importance of financial inclusion to achieving equality and supporting growth and committed to improving the access, eligibility and capacity of poor households and SMEs to interact with financial institutions.


7. Ministers noted the importance of trade finance instruments that help SMEs to trade internationally and importance of financial institutions strengthening trade finance availability throughout the region. 


8. Ministers welcomed the signing of a Statement of Intent by some economies to begin development of the Asia Region Funds Passport.

To access the Joint Ministerial Statement, in its entirety, go to: http://www.apec.org/Meeting-Papers/Ministerial-Statements/Finance/2013_finance.aspx 
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