2013/SOM1/022


SCE Chair’s Report to SOM
The first meeting of the SOM Steering Committee on ECOTECH (SCE) was held in Jakarta, Indonesia on 5 February 2013.  Key outcomes of the meeting were as follows:
1. SCE agreed to undertake a survey of fora and economies on the effectiveness of the SCE’s work, capacity building and communication.


2. SCE noted the work underway on cross-cutting issues including progress on the Travel Facilitation Initiative and mainstreaming of ocean issues.


3. SCE reviewed fora progress on preparing strategic plans and noted the expected timelines for the submission of draft plans.


4. SCE considered the effectiveness of APEC’s capacity building work and noted that the Secretariat would provide suggestions for SCE’s consideration at SCE2.

5. SCE received the APEC Secretariat Executive Director’s report on the Alignment of SCE Fora Work Plans with APEC’s Overall Vision and Objectives.

6. SCE noted the planned sectoral ministerial meetings for 2013.

Recommendations

It is recommended that SOM:

1. Note that SCE will undertake a survey to assess the effectiveness of the SCE’s work

2. Note the ongoing work to coordinate cross-cutting issues
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The First meeting of the SOM Steering Committee on ECOTECH (SCE) was held in Jakarta, Indonesia on 5 February 2013. It was attended by representatives of all 21 APEC economies, including Senior Officials from 17 economies and the APEC Secretariat Executive Director. 
The meeting was chaired by Mr Tan Jian, Senior Official of China for APEC. The Vice Chair of the meeting was Ambassador Yuri Thamrin, the Senior Official of Indonesia for APEC.
Agenda Item 1: Welcome by SCE Chair
The SCE chair welcomed all members to the first meeting of SCE in 2013.  The SCE Chair thanked Ambassador Thamrin for good work undertaken in SCE in 2012.  The SCE Chair noted that his approach to ECOTECH was to start at the higher level and work down to the details.   He noted that ECOTECH was important due to the diversity of APEC members and it was necessary to have a broad agenda to ensure everyone was on board.  In 2005 leaders underscored the importance of ECOTECH and it was necessary to remember the importance of coordinating on cross-cutting issues to help achieve economic liberalisation.  ECOTECH was not just focused on technical cooperation but also included economic cooperation.  
Agenda Item 2: Adoption of the Agenda
The meeting agenda (2013/SOM1/SCE/001) was adopted as presented.
Agenda Item 3: SCE 2013 Workplan
The SCE 2013 Workplan (2013/SOM1/SCE/002) was adopted as presented.

Agenda Item 4: Strengthening Economic and Technical Cooperation in APEC 
4.1 SCE Chair to introduce a discussion on ways to improve synergy through joint work and interface among sub-fora.
The SCE Chair introduced discussion by noting that synergy was a key component of strengthening ECOTECH and also had the benefit of better outcomes and saving resources.  Members noted the many inter-linkages of work between the fora and consequently the importance of avoiding duplication and encouraging streamlining.  The preparation of strategic plans offered an opportunity to embed cooperation on cross-cutting issues into fora plans.  
The SCE Chair introduced the idea of conducting a survey (2013/SOM1/SCE/009) of SCE fora.  The chair noted that strengthening ECOTECH would require working from the bottom up by collecting views from fora especially as much of the SCE’s activity was top down direction from leaders, ministers and SOMs.  The survey would cover the effectiveness of SCE work, capacity building and communications.  Discussion by members noted the value of APEC’s capacity building work and the many good stories there were to tell.  It was suggested that some criteria defining what was considered effective performance could be included to help guide the responses.

The SCE agreed to undertake the survey including that economies should also be invited to complete the survey to help provide a more objective perspective.  The Chair asked for comments on the contents of the survey by 19 February after which it would be revised.  The aim would be to have a report ready by SCE2 in April.

4.2 SCE to discuss cross-cutting issues in APEC, such as travel facilitation, blue economy, SMEs and urbanization.

The United States provided an update on the Travel Facilitation Initiative (2013/SOM1/SCE/007).  Updates from the Coordinator would be provided to members annually.  The success of the measure would be examined in 2015 with reference to the six indicator areas identified in the Initiative.

Indonesia addressed the mainstreaming of ocean issues and expressed appreciation for the support received from members to make the policy dialogue a success.  Follow up would involve developing a template of ocean related activities in APEC using the mapping exercise.  A workplan would be developed and be distributed intersessionally with the aim of finalising it at SOM3.  As an additional cross-cutting initiative Indonesia noted that they planned to focus on SME integration into the global economy, including joint work between the SMEWG and PPWE.

China suggested there could be two more cross-cutting areas that APEC may wish to focus on.  SME development was an area where more opportunities were possible particularly recognising that SME’s are responsible for ninety per cent of enterprises and sixty per cent of employment within the APEC region.  Another potential cross-cutting issue to focus on was urbanisation which relates to economic restructuring, sustainable development and growth require attention.  Some of the existing work in the fora already focused on these topics.

4.3 The meeting to consider fora progress on developing strategic plans
The SCE Chair noted the importance of fora preparing a strategic plan to ensure their work is aligned well with broader APEC priorities.  He looked forward to the draft plans being received by SCE2 and the revised plans being submitted to SCE by CSOM, with the view of fora presenting their plans at the SCE‑COW in 2014.

Agenda Item 5: Maintaining Focus on ECOTECH

5.1 The meeting to discuss the effectiveness of capacity building work by fora
The SCE chair noted the importance of capacity building especially given the different levels of development among members and as a means of facilitating economic integration.  It was important to deepen community spirit among members and reduce disparities.  Members agreed on the importance of APEC’s capacity building work and the need for effective evaluation of its effectiveness.  Members noted resources available to assist with the development of effective capacity building activities including the availability of the TATF team in the APEC secretariat.  The Chair noted that the Secretariat would report back at SCE2 with some suggestions on this topic.  

5.2 SCE to consider the Report of the APEC Secretariat Executive Director on the Alignment of Fora Work Plans with APEC’s Overall Vision and Objectives
The Executive Director of the APEC Secretariat presented a report on the alignment of fora work plans with APEC’s overall vision and objectives (2013/SOM1/SCE/003). The report noted that three groups, the HRDWG, TWG and PPSTI have not yet submitted a work plan for 2012.  It was noted that the PPSTI was newly formed and was still putting its governance arrangements in place.  Overall, the 2013 work plans show a wide range of activities in many fora spanning the annual APEC priorities for 2013 as well as the ECOTECH medium-term objectives. 

Agenda Item 6: Independent Assessment of SCE Fora
The SCE noted the APEC Secretariat Progress Report on the implementation of the Independent Assessment of the EGILAT, CTTF, TPTWG and EWG (2013 SOM1/SCE/004).  Canada noted that the position of Deputy Lead Shepherd in the TPTWG was vacant and asked economies to consider if they could provide someone to fill the role.
Agenda Item 7: SCE Fora Administration
There were no items of fora administration.

Agenda Item 8: Other Business

8.1 2013 Sectoral Ministerial meetings – Indonesia and Japan to brief the meeting on Sectoral Ministerial Meetings to be held in 2013
The SCE was updated on the planned ministerial meetings for 2013:

1. Ministers’ Responsible for Trade on 20-21 April in Surabaya
2. Forestry Ministers Meeting on 14-16 August in Peru
3. 8th Transportation Ministerial Meeting on 5 September in Tokyo
4. Joint SME and Women ministers’ meeting on 7 September in Bali
5. Finance Ministers’ Meeting on 20 September in Bali
6. A tourism minister’s meeting in September in Indonesia
There would also be a number of high level dialogues:

1. Health in June in Medan
2. Women on 7 September in Bali
3. Disaster management officials in September

8.2 Document access - Members will be invited to decide on the classification of all documents relating to this meeting
The SCE endorsed the document classification list (2013/SOM1/SCE/000) with the amendments of document (2013/SOM1/SCE/002) being designated for public release and (2013/SOM1/SCE/009) being added to the list as restricted.

