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Summary Conclusions
The first SCSC meeting was held on 26-27 January 2013 at the Ritz Carlton Hotel, Jakarta, Indonesia.

The meeting was attended by representatives from: Australia; Brunei Darussalam; People’s Republic of China; Chile; Hong Kong, China; Indonesia; Japan; Republic of Korea; Malaysia; New Zealand; Papua New Guinea; Peru; Philippines; Russian Federation; Singapore; Chinese Taipei; Thailand; United States; Viet Nam; APEC Secretariat; Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC); Pacific Accreditation Cooperation (PAC) and Asia Pacific Metrology Program (APMP), Asia Pacific Legal Metrology Forum (APLMF).
1. Opening
The SCSC Chair welcomed the delegates of the meeting and introduced SCSC vice chair, EC vice chair and the chairman of the National Standardization Agency of Indonesia (BSN). The SCSC Chair also informed the meeting that the CTI Chair will brief the meeting the next day.
The BSN chairman welcomed the delegates to the meeting; he noted that  APEC has made great progress towards regional integration and expand regional trade and investment, a key aim of The Bogor goals endorsed by APEC in 1994. Indonesia has chosen the theme  “Resilient Asia Pacific, and Engine of Global Growth” for APEC meeting in 2013 and will focus on three priorities:  attaining the Bogor goals, achieving sustainable growth with equity, and promoting connectivity. 

The CTI Chair briefed SCSC on the CTI priorities for 2013, highlighting the areas: support for the multilateral trading system; regional economic integration/trade and economic liberalisation; promoting connectivity; GRP and contributions to APEC growth strategy and cross-cutting mandates.
The EC vice chair briefed the SCSC on EC goals and activities and the EC workplan for 2013 noting that the objectives of EC activities is to enhance the APEC economies’ regulation development,  review and enforcement processes and systems. 

2. Adoption of the Agenda 
SCSC members reviewed the Draft Agenda (2013/SOM1/SCSC/001) and proposed the following changes:

Indonesia asked to report on standards education activities under the agenda item 4.6.
The agenda was approved with this change. 

3. Business Arrangements 
The SCSC Chair informed participants of the meeting on program and other administrative arrangements. 
The SCSC Chair invited Indonesia to brief on the arrangements for the SCSC social event and dinner. 
The APEC Secretariat presented a comprehensive report on overall APEC developments as detailed in 2013/SOM1/SCSC/002.  The CN submission deadlines for session 1, session 2, and session 3 and the approval process of CNs were noted. APEC secretariat noted that training sessions on  formulating APEC projects would be offered during SOM1 and invited delegates to participate in these workshops.  

APEC Secretariat communication and public affairs unit reported on APEC’s communications and media programs which support the work of all APEC projects.  This unit uses a variety of media tools to promote APEC activities and communicate the benefits of APEC among members, including publications, websites, Facebook, Twitter, YouTube.
APEC Secretariat requested APEC member economies to provide interventions made during the meeting to be submitted through e-mail for development of the meeting report. 
4. SCSC Work Program for 2012 and Related Issues
(1) Trade Facilitation

Viet Nam reported on the implementation of the SCSC’s Collective Action Plan (CAP) for 2012 in Trade Facilitation and briefly presented the Draft SCSC CAP 2013 as detailed in 2013/SOM1/SCSC/003.  SCSC members are invited to provide comments and provide inputs and updated information for the SCSC CAP 2013; updates should be sent  to Viet Nam by 22 February 2013 as the SCSC CAP 2013 must be submitted to the APEC Secretariat by 28 February 2013.
Japan reported on developments within the WTO TBT Committee, reviewing specific trade concerns raised at the November 2012 TBT meeting and the 6th Triennial review of the TBT Agreement. It was noted that the next TBT meeting will be held March 5-7, 2013 and will include thematic discussions on Good Regulatory Practices and standards.  There will be three TBT formal meetings in 2013 (March, June, and October). (2013/SOM1/SCSC/004) 

Indonesia informed SCSC Meeting that since June 2012 BSN has notified 2 draft and 1 adopted regulations on toys, air conditioner, refrigerator, washing machine, and technical specification for converter kits. 

China suggested that the June 2013 GRP workshop at SCSC II should include a progress report on the  GRP discussions and progress in the WTO-TBT forum. 

United States suggested that the SCSC work be highlighted in the WTO TBT thematic discussions and invited the SCSC Chair to speak during the event.
China reported a summary  of the WTO-SPS committee meeting held in October 2012 in Geneva (2013/SOM1/SCSC/005). Major points discussed included : information from members, specific trade concerns, pest or disease status, technical assistance and cooperation, and concern with private and commercial standards. The next SPS meeting which will take place 21-22 March 2013 in Geneva.  

(2) 
Alignment with International Standards
Japan briefed on the further activity on the 5th VAP Alignment work in 2013 and the proposal on the new VAP alignment work in 2014. Japan highlighted the importance of member economies to update the current status of standards adopted, and provide additional information on the statement “not applicable”.  SCSC members are encouraged to submit complete survey format to Japan by 30 April 2013 for the 6th VAP. (2013/SOM1/SCSC/006).  Japan proposed 36 new target standards for the 6th VAP pointing out that updates on VAP may be available on the APEC website.  
(3) Good Regulatory Practice
Indonesia reported that the 7th Conference on GRP will be held 26-27 June 2013 in Medan, North Sumatera, during APEC SOM III. Five member economies have confirmed to be co-sponsors for the 7th Conference of GRP: United States, Russia, Philippines, Chile, and Malaysia. Malaysia will nominate an expert to be a speaker at the workshop.
Indonesia invited comments on the draft agenda (2013/SOM1/SCSC/007), and comments and inputs from member economies on  speakers, program topics, etc.  
PAC on behalf of the SRBs requested that the SRBs be allocated a speaking role at the 7th Conference on GRP to be held in Medan in June 2013.
United States reported on the status of the self-funded study “Good Regulatory Practices for Conformity Assessment in APEC Economies.” The goal of the study is to provide an overview of conformity assessment approaches, to highlight practices that support regulatory objectives.  United States noted that the  data gathering phase is now ongoing. All economies are urged to complete the survey by 1 February 2013.  The survey result will be presented in June 2013 at the GRP Workshop and at the SCSC2 meetings in Medan.

China asked if there would be an opportunity for comment before the report is presented to the GRP conference and the SCSC. United States noted that the draft of the report will be shared with the SCSC in April. 

(4) Food and product safety

Australia and China reported on the upcoming activities and tasks of the
APEC Food Safety Cooperation Forum (2013/SOM1/SCSC/009). 
United States reported on M CTI 03/12A Multi year project on Building convergence in food safety standards and regulatory system (2013/SOM1/SCSC/010).  United States reported the upcoming activities in 2013 - 2015 and requested member economies to provide inputs on programming as well as encourage member economies’ participation to send experts for the project. 
As a co-sponsoring economy, Korea will host a 2 day workshop under the multi-year project (M CTI/03/12A) in May 2014 in Seoul, Korea. Korea will announce detailed information of the progress related to the workshop in APEC FSCF meeting in April, SOM2.
Australia further outlined the inaugural Food Safety Incident Network workshop to be held in the margins of SOM2 in 2013.
Indonesia reported that  the Workshop on Best Practices in Educating Food Safety Standards to SMEs will be conducted on 10 April 2013 in Surabaya. The workshop will cover three sessions: (1) Empowering SMEs in Applying Food Safety Standards; (2) Regulatory Approach in Enhancing Food Safety Standards Compliance by SMEs; (3) Communication and Training Strategies in Applying Food Safety Standards.
Australia further outlined inaugural food safety incident network to be held in the margins of SOM 2 2013. 
United States reported on the Laboratory Capacity Building Planning under the APEC Food Safety Cooperation Forum Partnership Training Institute Network. Training activities were conducted in Lima, Kuala Lumpur, and Hanoi in 2012.  A Scientific Technical Advisory Group (STAG) has been formed to continue this work in 2013. STAG will implement a functional action plan for the region and will take a holistic approach towards addressing laboratory priorities in given APEC economies. A roadmap to building comprehensive laboratory capacity will guide the process (2013/SOM1/SCSC/011). 

United States reported on the 1st annual meeting of the Global Food Safety Partnership (GFSP) (2013/SOM1/SCSC/012). This partnership is based on a MOU between the World Bank and the APEC FSCF calling for a 5 year collaboration in capacity building. Funding of APEC Multi Year Project CTI/03/12A will support GFSP food safety capacity building and GFSP metrics and evaluation development. 
(5) Pathfinder initiatives
EEMRA Pathfinder Initiative 

Chile as JRAC Chair reported on the status of the JRAC EEMRA. In terms of JRAC leadership, Chile will be Chair of JRAC 2013 with Hong Kong, China as the incoming secretary and Indonesia as the host economy for APEC 2013. The Fuel and Electricity Superintendence is the regulatory authority in these areas and they are committed to come to Indonesia next May, this is why it is necessary to confirm the exact date of the meeting. At the 17th JRAC meeting, the APEC Economies share on their electrical and electronic equipment regulatory regime. Chile raised the procedural issue on how to deal with Certification Bodies from an exporting member economy that fails to meet the requirement of an importing member economy. This aspect will certainly facilitate trade between our economies. It is necessary to update the contact points of the JRAC members to work through email before the 18th meeting. The Fuel and Electricity Superintendence has not received information about other issues that were worked in Singapore. JRAC will build on the commitments of the last meeting for a proposed agenda.
(6) Standards and conformance education
Korea introduced a new Concept Note, Animating Next Generation of Standards Professional Development: phase I, Identifying stakeholder requirements (2013/SOM1/SCSC/013).  Co-sponsors for this project are: Indonesia, Japan, China, Peru, Vietnam, Malaysia, and Singapore.  Other co-sponsors are invited for this project. The goal of this project is to provide a venue to discuss and build common understandings on standards professional needed for current and future workforce in developing and developed economies of the region. 

Indonesia noted that, as a co-sponsor,  it intends to host a workshop related to this project. 

APMP supported the proposal and stated that it would be useful to extend the proposed activities to cover the breadth of standards and conformance – given the SCSC’s mandate. APMP would be very ready to work with Korea in developing any metrology elements. On behalf of  the SRBs, APMP stated that the SRBs can offer expert advice to Korea to ensure that any work in developing definition of standards and conformance professionals is in line with the current international norms. 

Russia reported on standardization education opportunities and programs in university curricula and in professional re-training programmes in Russia as detailed in 2013/SOM1/SCSC/014. 

Indonesia reported on standards and conformance education programs  in Indonesia noting that  during the last two years the number of students participating in standards education has doubled and the total number of participants in professional training on standardization has increased more than 4 times. 

Indonesia also noted that a  proposal to establish a masters degree program on standardization has been developed by Bandung Institute of Technology and a new bottom-up approach to build awareness among young students has been implemented by the Institute for Standardization of Trisakti. 

Peru updated the SCSC members on initiatives implemented in partnership with academia since 2011, which included an international conference and future development of a graduate diploma (in 2013)  focused on quality, innovation and competitiveness. Peru affirmed its intention to actively work with Korea and other SCSC members in activities regarding standards education. 
Malaysia reported updates on standards education in Malaysia. Malaysia continues to educate its future workforce on standardisation through development of education program for Institutes of Higher Learning (IHL), Primary and Secondary Schools. Education about standardisation is one of the strategies outlined in their Strategic Plan 2011-2015.
Malaysia has  taken several initiatives to introduce education about standardization to Institutes of Higher Learning, Primary and Secondary school. In 2012, Malaysia had several activities as follows:

i) Institutes of Higher Learning

· Consultation with relevant stakeholders i.e. Ministry of Higher Learning, Ministry of Education, Industry representatives, consumer associations and Universities on the action plan.

· Collaboration with private universities in introducing education about standardisation. Standards and conformity assessment was agreed as the topics to be integrated in the current Quality Management Course. The officers from STANDARDS MALAYSIA were invited to give lectures on:

a) Conformity Assessment Infrastructure 

b) Standardisation at national Level 

c) Standardisation at international Level

d) Standard and Consumer 

· A topic on standards and consumerism has been integrated in a Consumerism Learning Module for vocational colleges
ii) Primary and Secondary Schools

· A discussion on the proposal to incorporate topics on education about standardisation in relevant current subject syllabus for primary and secondary schools was held with the Curriculum Development Division, Ministry of Education Malaysia 
· A 'SPEAK UP' competition was held yearly to promote the application of standards as tools to provide solutions for selected community problems such as energy efficiency, food safety, product safety and social responsibility. This project is an effective means to promote community leadership at school level. It encourages project participants to actively search for information related to standards and use this information amongst others to implement solutions to overcome problems faced by the community. These youth that took part in such activities were awarded at their National Standards & Accreditation Ceremony.
· One-day “Programme Standards and Students” was organised in November to raise awareness on the importance of standards amongst secondary school students. At this programme, a few papers were presented and quizzes were given in every paper to gauge the understanding of the students on the basic knowledge about standards. The students were also tasked with a problem solving assignment where they needed to find a solution based on standards. This programme was attended by 50 students.
Chinese Taipei reported on the progress of its standards education activities, i.e. supported 6 proposals made by the industries for human resource training related to standardization issues by 2012. Regarding supply standardization digital course: they completed 4 courses by 2012. Regarding seed teacher training workshop: Chinese Taipei has trained 76 seed teachers by August 2012.
(7) Interaction with business

Australia presented an updated report of the World Wine Trade Group (2013/SOM1/SCSC/015). 
New Zealand reported on the 2012 Wine Regulatory Forum event (CTI/06/12T) and the 2012 Auckland recommendations (2013/SOM1/SCSC/016).  The recommendations seek to address technical barriers to the regional trade in wine and to give effect to the direction from Leaders and Ministers to facilitate trade in this sector.  Some of these recommendations can be implemented immediately while others require a longer timeframe.  To this end, the SCSC endorsed the 2012 Auckland recommendations and agreed to report to the Food Safety Cooperation Forum; establish contact points; and consider an action plan to give effect to the recommendations that require a longer timeframe.

PAC offered its expertise to this project in relation to certification requirements and asked that the Forum consider utilizing the newly launched PAC MLA for FSMS to assist in consolidating and reducing certification requirements among APEC member economies. 
United States  supported the endorsement of the Auckland recommendations. 
United States reported on the MYP CNs that supported two WRF conducted in 2011 and 2012 to exchange best practices regarding wine regulations (2013/SOM1/SCSC/017).  It was noted that there is a new MYP to assist developing countries to implement specific, measurable GRP for wine.  The project is sponsored by the United States and co-sponsored by Australia, Chile, Canada, Mexico, Indonesia, Peru, Papua New Guinea, New Zealand, Russia and Korea.   

New Zealand and Chile expressed their support for the MYP. 
5.  SRBs reports

PAC, on behalf of the 2013 SRB Forum Chair, presented a report on the Forum's meeting on 26 January and associated outcomes. The SRBs have circulated the "2013 Work Program of the SRBs" (2013/SOM1/SCSC/034) to SCSC for comment by March 31, 2013.  The SRBs reiterated their request to SCSC members that project proposers contact the SRBs during the development of proposals in which their involvement is sought or anticipated in order to enhance SRB contributions to SCSC activities.
Indonesia highlighted that they had benefited from SRBs related activities. 
APLAC 

APLAC reported on the ongoing training initiatives to educate accreditation bodies on changes to accreditation standards in the area of ISO 15189 (medical testing) and Reference Material Producers (RMP), enhance provision of Proficiency Testing within the APEC region, progress on the  development of Mutual Recognition Agreement for Proficiency Testing Providers accreditation, and interactions with the other SRBs (2013/SOM1/SCSC/018).
China asked if the APLAC and PAC joint meeting would be a recurring event or just this year. APLAC replied that the joint meeting is still under discussion.
PAC

PAC reported (2013/SOM1/SCSC/019) on the launch of 2 (two) new PAC MLAs (GHG and FSMS) following successful delivery of APEC funded training courses in 2011 and 2012.  A further two MLA programs for Accreditation of Persons and Information Security Management Systems (ISMS) will be launched during 2013.  PAC also advised of two new membership categories targeting government, regulators, business groups and associations, to extend PAC’s coverage of accreditation and certification issues throughout the region.
China expressed its thanks for the report and requested clarification on the scope of certification for persons. The PAC Secretary clarified that the scope is still under development.

The Indonesia-sponsored CN for MLA training for person certification was highlighted. 
APLMF

APLMF reviewed its 2013 work programme;  member economies are invited to participate in these activities.  

APMP 

APMP reported the update on their progress since SCSC 1, 2012, i.e. update on the personnel (new chair and secretary), highlights of APMP GA 2012, key issues and work programme 2013  (2013/SOM1/SCSC/021). 
PASC

Representatives from PASC did not attend the meeting, SCSC Chair invited member economies to review the document 2013/SOM1/SCSC/020.  PAC on behalf of the 2013 SRB Forum Chair, advised that the Workplan had been distributed to the meeting as document 2013/SOM1/SCSC/034.  SCSC members were requested to provide any comments on the Workplan to the PASC Secretariat by 31 March, 2013.
6.  SCSC projects 

Indonesia reported on CTI 24/12T MLA enhancement project on products certification (ISO/IEC 17065:2012) to be held on April and June 2013. This project will build the capacity of APEC economies which will enable them to participate in the PAC-MLA for product certification.  The output of this project will be improved capacities of certification and accreditation bodies on the product certification which provide confidence and assurance on the quality of the product. There will two wokshops conducted, i.e 

(1) A three-day workshop for certification body (CB) management staff ( April 2013), and

(2) A three-day workshop for Accreditation Body assessors  (June 2013)

Korea reported on CTI 15/12A Creation of APEC Guideline on standards infrastructure establishment.  A workshop will be held on the margin of SOM3 in June 2013 in Medan.  This project will develop APEC guidelines on standards infrastructure establishment through surveys, collection of data, information sharing through workshop, and creating the guidelines.  Surveys will be sent to Malaysia, Vietnam, United States, Peru, Japan, Singapore, Indonesia, and China. Member economies are asked to provide contact points and recommend experts as members of the project forum by February 2013. 

Indonesia expressed their willingness to contribute to this project.
China would like to join the project as the co-sponsor.  

Malaysia reported on the 2nd workshop of APEC Product Safety Incidents Information Sharing System held on 8-9 August 2012 in Kuala Lumpur. Malaysia noted that the database is now available. 2013/SOM1/SCSC/033.  

Chile expressed its willingness to participate in this project.  
Russia  stated that product safety incidents information sharing system and the OECD global recall portal are related and suggested that coordination be explored.  
United States supported Russia’s view. 
Peru will bring the issue to their relevant contact point and coordinate on the next steps of the project with Malaysia. 
United States reported on implementation of M CTI 02/12A MYP, the Role of standards and conformity assessment measures in enhancing the performance and energy efficiency of the commercial building sector. United States reported that the 2013-2015 workplan includes four workshops on various aspects of green building, a study and a metrics assessment in 2015. APEC and ASEAN coordination in green building activities will facilitate regional trade.  United States will circulate agenda and materials for workshop 1 (Building codes and green codes) to member economies by January 2013.  Member countries were requested to provide input to the agenda and nominate speakesrs for the upcoming workshop to be held in Lima, Peru, 5-7 March 2013.
Peru presented an overview of the Workshop "Sharing Experiences in the Design and Implementation of Green Building Codes", to be held in Lima, on March 5 -7, 2013. Peru gave information about the survey that was circulated in December, of which results will be presented at the workshop; also, called for speaker nominations and comments on the agenda.

Chinese Taipei thanked United States and other co-sponsoring member economies for making this project possible and thanked Peru and United States for organizing the workshop “Sharing Experiences in the Design and Implementation of Green Building Codes.” Since 2011, green buildings have been one of the focus topics discussed in APEC. Chinese Taipei has identified its importance and will keep participating in the various events. Chinese Taipei would like to recommend a speaker to the workshop to make some contribution. 
United States reported on the succesful outcomes of CTI 04/12T Workshop on aligning ICT energy efficiency regulations for ICT products held on July 18, 2012 in Seoul, Korea.  The SCSC endorsed the workshop recommendations. 
China requested clarification on the specific tasks of the working group referenced in the report.  United States confirmed that the working group is a vehicle for engaging regulators early in this standardization process and is viewed as a collaborative group. United States further confirmed that the IEC conformity assessment program e.g. E3 will also be covered by the working group. 
Japan reported on progress of EGEE&C’s APEC-ASEAN Harmonization of energy eficiency standards for Air Conditioners phase I (2013/SOM1/SCSC/025). 

United States thanked Japan for the presentation and support the next steps of the project by EGEE&C. 
The Russian Federation reported on the Conference on Equivalence of Technical Regulations and standards which was aimed to significantly contribute to promoting regional economic integration through providing member economies with a common methodology and framework for mapping technical regulations and standards and assessing the level of harmonization or equivalence (2013/SOM1/SCSC/026). The conference was held in Moscow in December 2012 and attended by 150 participants. Furthermore Russian Federation reported the analytical framework form examining TBT provisions in RTAs.  A first version of APEC dictionary based on ISO 22745 and ISO 8000 standards is presented in excel format and includes about 100,000 terms in English and Russian.

Indonesia thanked The Russian Federation for the opportunity to attend the conference. The conference was useful to exchange information on developing prospects on cooperation among APEC member economies. The conference also gave insight about the importance of the implementation of GRP in the development of adoption and implementation strategies of technical regulations within the territory of APEC member economies.
Presentation of New Concept Notes:

Indonesia presented the re-submission of the concept note on MLA readiness project in personnel certification in order to get BMC’s approval (2013/SOM1/SCSC/027). The activities of the project will consist of two training workshops on ISO IEC 17024. They are:

1. A three-day workshop for certification body (CB) management staff, 

2. A three-day workshop for Accreditation Body assessors 

The project will be implemented in the form of workshop which is planned to take place on July 2013 - August 2013.

Malaysia thanked Indonesia for proposing this concept note and as a co-sponsor, Malaysia supports this project.  This project is a good platform for member economies to gain experience and share knowledge from SCSC members that are already established in the personnel accreditation program. It is also a good opportunity for Malaysia to better understand the interpretation of the new standard, ISO/IEC 17024:2012 in preparation for participation in the PAC-MLA on personnel. 
China presented on the new CN – Seminar on GS1 Global data Standards implementation in EC region 2013/SOM1/SCSC/028) and thanked Indonesia and The Russian Federation for co-sponsoring of this project. China also thanked United States and Korea for expressing interest in this project.  Through this project, there will a 3-day seminar conducted around April-October 2013 in China for sharing best practices and benefits of each economy, discussing approaches to implementing GS1, and researching implementation and interoperability.  

United States thanked China for the presentation and noted that United States is considering the co-sponsorship of the CN.  

China presented the CN on Research on promotion approach for services standards among APEC member economies (2013/SOM1/SCSC/029).  China noted that the project is aimed to effectively boost the service standards adoption, eliminate barriers of trade and accelerate the process of APEC service trade, promote the prosperity and development of services trade and investments.  China invited APEC member economies to give inputs on the CN. 
Japan asked on which service sectors the project overseers intend to focus. China clarified that the sectors of service in the project may possibly be education and financial services. 
United States stated that the project presented is too broad, and not within the scope of the SCSC work. 
United States suggested that China redraft the proposal and submit the CN to Group on Services. 
United States presented CN on Solar technology and smart grid integration workshop and case study. United States informed the SCSC that the project is seeking other co-sponsors.  

Japan noted its support for the United States project as co-sponsor.
Indonesia expressed its support for the project noting that Indonesia has concerns in the development of solar technology and smart grid integration, although the implementation of this technology in Indonesia is still very limited. 

7. Adoption of the SCSC 1 Summary Conclusions 

The SCSC adopted the summary conclusions of SCSC1 meeting, 2013.  

8. Next Meeting
 Indonesia, as a hosting economy informed about the arrangements for the SCSC 2 and related meetings tentatively to be held in Medan, 24-29 June 2013. 
9. Other Business

10. Meeting Documents
SCSC members endorsed the public release of the meeting documents (2013/SOM1/SCSC/000).
11. Adjournment
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