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Summary Conclusions
The second SCSC meeting was held on 28-29 June 2013 at the JW Marriot Hotel, Medan, Indonesia.

The meeting was attended by representatives from: Australia; Brunei Darussalam; People’s Republic of China; Chile; Hong Kong China; Indonesia; Japan; Republic of Korea; Papua New Guinea; Peru; Philippines; Russian Federation; Singapore; Chinese Taipei; Thailand; United States; Viet Nam; APEC Secretariat; Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC); and Pacific Accreditation Cooperation (PAC). 
1. Opening
The SCSC Chair welcomed the delegates to the meeting and introduced the SCSC Vice Chair from Russia represented by Prof Dr. Alexander D. Kozlov and Dr. Han Jianping from China who will be The SCSC Chair in 2014. 

The SCSC Chair reminded the participants of The APEC Theme: Resilient Asia Pacific, Engine of Global Growth” consisting of 3 pillars: attaining the Bogor Goals, Achieving Sustainable Growth With Equity, and Promoting Connectivity. The SCSC Chair reported on the 13 projects conducted in Surabaya and Medan in 2013. The SCSC Chair also conveyed deep condolences on the passing of Dr Laurie Besley; the SCSC highly appreciated his leadership in enhancing the metrology system within the APEC region. The SCSC Chair invited all participants to observe a moment of silence in memory of Dr Laurie Besley.
2. Adoption of the Agenda 
SCSC members reviewed the Draft Agenda (2013/SOM3/SCSC/001) and made the following changes:

United States asked to add two topics under item 4.3 GRP, recent discussion with the Chemical Dialogue and report on the update Baseline Study on Good Regulatory Practice, and under Item 6 SCSC project, funding criteria for APEC project in 2013 and the importance of project ranking.
The Chair of SCSC after having approval from SCSC members and CTI to add the presentation from the 7th conference on GRP: update on APEC Regulatory Cooperation Advancement Mechanism (ARCAM) “Advertising Standards-Principles and practices” into agenda 4.3
The agenda was approved with these changes. 
3. Business Arrangements 
The SCSC Chair informed participants on programmatic and administrative arrangements. 
The SCSC Chair invited Indonesia to brief on the arrangements for the SCSC social event and dinner. 

The APEC Secretariat presented a comprehensive report on overall APEC key developments as detailed in 2013/SOM3/SCSC/003. The Secretariat reminded The SCSC on the CN submission deadlines for Session 3 and the approval process for CNs. 
APEC Secretariat on behalf of Chair SCSC requested APEC member economies to provide interventions made during the meeting to be submitted through e-mail for development of the meeting report. 
A consultant undertaking the BMC project briefed APEC Projects monitoring and evaluation result.    The main focus of this project is to evaluate the effectiveness of APEC projects and activities and develop an evaluation framework and methodology for future APEC projects. Pilot evaluation of APEC projects-SCSC reported in the document 2013/SOM 3/SCSC/030.
United States thanked the consultants for their report and suggested that a possible improvement to the APEC project indicators could be for exemplary/model projects to be posted on the project section of the APEC web site.  Project overseers could benefit from seeing samples of projects that have included constructive indicators.  United States also noted that the two SCSC projects called out in the BMC project review were single workshops that were not part of the MYP for food safety (M CTI 03/12A) and were not vetted through the SCSC’s Food Safety Cooperation Forum (FSCF).  FSCF efforts are under way to develop metrics for the food safety work of the committee as well as to assure the sustainability of the food safety work.

In addition, United States noted that the SCSC has had a consistent stream of work in core areas such as toys, food, and green building and so has a base of expertise in project development, but that there are always new delegates to the Committee and the project guidelines change frequently.  This should be taken into account in the evaluation.

Korea suggested APEC project guidebook doesn’t cover all the processes in details, so that the PO who has no experience on APEC project can’t catch up with the process. The Guidebook describes well about the procedures from project proposal to funding approval and project expense, but it doesn’t explain necessary documents and their timelines which should be submitted to Secretariat during the project implementation, especially, regarding holding a workshop. Korea mentioned  PO’s (at the beginning level) difficulty on following up APEC project cycle and recommended to update the APEC guidebook which includes more detailed implementation procedures.
APEC Secretariat suggested Korea to share the suggestions with the Secretariat and also recommended to consult with the BMC representatives to improve the APEC Project Guidebook.
SCSC Work Program for 2013 and Related Issues
(1) Trade Facilitation

Viet Nam reported on the implementation of the SCSC’s Collective Action Plan (CAP) for 2013 in Trade Facilitation and briefly presented the Updated SCSC CAP 2013 as detailed in 2013/SOM3/SCSC/004a.  In particular, SCSC members are invited to make comments, and provide inputs and updates for completing the Updated SCSC CAP 2013 by sending directly to Viet Nam. Two Quarterly-updated versions of the SCSC CAP 2013 will be submitted by Viet Nam to APEC Secretariat by 30 September and 31 December 2013.

Japan reported the WTO-TBT committee meeting held in March 2013 including the Specific Trade Concerns, the Thematic Session and the Future prospects of the TBT Meetings.  (2013/SOM3/SCSC/005) 

· The SCSC Chair reported his participation in the WTO-TBT committee which included the following issues which presented by 4 WTO members i.e. China shared its experience on the implementation of good regulatory practice focusing on liability-rules for the repair, replacement and return of household automotive products. Indonesia shared information on the work of the APEC SCSC in the area of GRP, and conferences and studies which will be continued in 2013.  United States discussed intersections between trade, GRP and implementation of the TBT Agreement, Code of Good Practices. EU presented on the importance of transparency and stakeholder consultation in its regulatory lifecycle as well as the general framework, principles and minimum criteria of public consultation, and its key role in operationalising GRP in the EU.
Indonesia clarified that their participation in the WTO TBT meeting was as chair of the SCSC. 

China thanked Japan for the report and suggested that in the future consider the Minutes or a summary of the key outcomes of the thematic session be included in the report. 
Indonesia updated on the WTO-TBT notifications including technical regulations on Fabric Textiles, White Crystal Sugar, Towel, Zinc Oxide, Sodium Tripolyphosphate, Aluminum Sulphate, Sulfuric Acid and Calcium Carbide.   

China provided a summary report on  the WTO-SPS committee meeting held   21-22  March 2013  in Geneva. Major points discussed included information from members, specific trade concerns, pest or disease status, technical assistance and cooperation, and concern with private and commercial standards. The 57th SPS meeting will be held 27-28 June 2013 in Geneva.  (2013/SOM3/SCSC/028). 

(2) 
Alignment with International Standards
Japan presented the result of the 5th VAP survey 2013 based on submissions from SCSC members.  Japan also proposed two points changes to the 6th VAP:

a) a voting questionnaire to determine the new targeted standards; 
b) a new format for 2014 survey.  
Japan reminded the member to vote by the end of September, 2013. Japan will share the voting questionnaire for 6th VAP with SCSC members by e-mail. Japan apologized forgetting adding the result from Indonesia 2013.(2013/SOM3/SCSC/006)
(3) Good Regulatory Practice
The Australian Advertising Standards Board on behalf of ARCAM presented an information report on the need for the advertisement standards in APEC. (2013/SOM3/SCSC/034)
Indonesia reported on  the 7th Conference on GRP  held  26-27 June 2013 in Medan and attended by 120 representatives from APEC economies.  The conference discussed some important issues such as internal coordination of rulemaking, Regulatory Impact Assessment, and public consultation.  There was significant discussion at the conference on the need for a single website in each economy to disseminate regulatory information to stakeholders. The conference also highlighted the need for capacity building within APEC and ongoing challenge of educating regulators at multiple levels of government.
United States congratulated Indonesia on the successful planning and implementation of the 7th Conference on Good Regulatory Practices.

United States  presented the result preliminary report on self funded study on the Good Regulatory Practices for Conformity Assessment in APEC Economies. The goal of the study is to provide an overview of conformity assessment approaches mandated by government, to highlight practices that support regulatory objectives. The survey result observed that the conformity assessment procedures could facilitate trade when there is confidence to accept the results. APEC members generally recognize and use the international standards for conformity assessment and the voluntary arrangements.  There is a need to further raise the awareness among APEC members with regard to the value of using international approaches to conformity assessment and understanding of TBT principles. The final report of the study will be published in December 2013. (2013/SOM3/SCSC/033)
United States briefed the Chemical Dialogue while in Medan on the SCSC's work on GRP and Green Buildings.  She noted the Chemical Dialogue was very interested in a future collaboration on GRP and Green Buildings with the SCSC, and we could expect a proposal from them in the coming months. 


United States also noted Baseline Study on Good Regulatory Practice is being  updated by Scott Jacobs of Jacobs, Cordova and Associates.  As Members may recall in 2011, the Leader's Statement called for the Strengthening Implementation of Good Regulatory Practice by 2013. A survey was provided to Members through the Committee on Trade and Investment to help APEC update the baseline study, with a due date of June 14. So far, only eight of the 21 economies have responded.  United States encouraged member economies to return the survey to the APEC Secretariat as soon as possible. 
(4) Food and product safety

Indonesia reported the results of the workshop on the Best Practices on Educating Food Safety Standards to SMEs held 10 April 2013 in Surabaya, Indonesia as part of APEC second Senior Officials Meeting (SOM II) (2013/SOM1/SCSC/007).  The workshop was attended by 16 member economies and discussed important areas such as:
· Programs for SME empowerment in applying food safety standards, 
· Regulatory approaches by authorities to encourage and enhance food safety standard compliances by SMEs 

· Appropriate and applicable communication and training strategies to enhance SMEs capacity building. 
  United States commended Indonesia for its leadership in leading a workshop on SME needs in food safety, given that SMEs play a major role in the food supply chain in the Asia Pacific region.

United States reported on the PTIN meeting that took place at APEC SOM 2 in Surabaya, Indonesia.  At that meeting, the PTIN Review of Progress was adopted by the FSCF. The PTIN has delivered more than 32 workshops and associated trainings in 12 economies for 24 Asia Pacific economies since its inception.  PTIN trainings are accessible at the PTIN web site (http://fscf-ptin.apec.org).  It was noted that the PTIN Steering Group noted the need for better marketing and wider distribution of PTIN materials. The World Bank also attended the meeting and reported on the Global Food Safety Partnership (GFSP) and its ongoing coordination with APEC on food safety capacity building.  The GFSP has been delivering PTIN HACCP and aquaculture HACCP training modules in the Asia Pacific region and beyond.  The Steering Group also noted the value of the Multi Year Project for food safety in providing sustainable funding for FSCF PTIN capacity building activities. (2013/SOM1/SCSC/008).  
Australia reported on the 1st Food Safety Incident Network (FSIN) workshop which was held 12 April 2013 in Surabaya. Australia led and implemented the FSIN Workshop meeting with the purpose of developing the FSIN for the APEC region.  The workshop was attended by 90 delegates from 16 member economies as well as participants from a range of government, industry, academic and other organizations. The key recommendations of the workshop were: 

· Building on existing communication networks and processes

· Continuing to strengthen the coordination and implementation of food safety incident management

· Progressing FSIN work priorities  

Australia and China, as co-chairs of the FSCF, reported on the 4th Meeting of the FSCF held 12 April 2013 and on the FSCF Regulatory Cooperation Activities and Roadmaps in the areas of Export Certificates and Pesticides MRLs. The FSCF endorsed an action plan to implement the APEC Regulatory Cooperation Plan, which was recommended by APEC Ministers in 2012. The action plan will focus on two areas: export certificates and Maximum Residue Limits for pesticides.  (2013/SOM1/SCSC/009)
China  added  that since the formation of FSCF and PTIN, food safety has been recognized as high priority for APEC. APEC trade minister and economic leader also reinforced the increasing importance of food safety capacity building activities. China thanked Australia and United States and other economies for the great work delivered and expect more progress next year.
United States reported that laboratory strengthening work under the FSCF PTIN continues in MYP CTI 03/12A (2013/SOM1/SCSC/010)  with a U.S. Department of Agriculture-funded element.  The goal is to develop a roadmap or guide that economies can use to implement a comprehensive food safety laboratory system using a self-assessment/decision tree tool to identify the specific needs of an economy.  The roadmap is currently being piloted in Chile and China with the results to be presented at a regional workshop planned for late 2013. 

United States provided an update on the APEC Toy Safety Initiative (2013/SOM3/SCSC/011). It was noted the project officially ended in 2011, but the project continues to provide toy safety updates to the Committee.  Since the conclusion of the project, economies like Singapore and Malaysia have developed model regulations on toy safety, while other members are developing regulations that may create unnecessary obstacles to trade. There is an interest from the United States to develop Good Regulatory Principles for toy safety in APEC.  To begin the process, United States will be updating the APEC toy safety contact list in July 2013.  A draft set of principles will be put forward for consideration by SCSC members prior to SCSC 1 in 2014.
(5) Pathfinder Initiatives
EEMRA Pathfinder Initiative 
Chile, as JRAC Chair,  reported  the outcomes of the 18th Joint Regulatory Advisory Commitee (JRAC) on Electrical and Electronic Equipment held during SOM2 Surabaya (2013/SOM3/SCSC/032). The meeting was attended by 10 member economies. The objectives of this meeting were to promote and facilitate regulators to regulator dialogue and cooperation, to facilitate the effective functioning of the APEC MRA on conformity assessment of electrical and electronic equipment. Chile presented JRAC’s 2013-2014 work plan which includes industry dialogue, consumer education, development of an APEC risk assessment model and methodologies. 
Presentation by the APEC Business Advisory Council (ABAC) GS1 on Global Data Standards (GDS)
ABAC reported on the progress review of the GS1 supported GDS initiative (2013/SOM 3/SCSC/027).  The ABAC presented the use of Global Product Data Standards (GPDS) to address supply chain connectivity and complexity challenges. GPDS are voluntary consensus driven standard in the public domain and widely used by industry and increasingly by government. It provides a framework that allows product, services and information to move efficiently and securely for the benefit of businesses and government, and the improvement of people’s lives. GS1 and World Custom Organization (WCO) work together since they committed to enabling secure and efficient global supply chain. 
United States questioned the applicability of global data technology and tracking to food safety and the challenges with use of the technology by small and medium enterprises.

ABAC explained that various global data technologies are used to support food safety. ABAC also noted that capacity building activities will assist SMEs to implement the GPDS.  

Korea raised a question on how to gain awareness from stakeholders in using the GPDS.  ABAC clarified that Korean Food Safety Center invested on this technology.

(6) Standards and conformance education

Korea reported the progress on Inspiring Next Generation of Standards Professional Development: phase I, Identifying stakeholder requirements (2013/SOM1/SCSC/012). Korea explained that major activities will consist of collecting views from member representatives and global thought-leaders, organizing a 2 day workshop for a dedicated discussion, and developing a guideline with actionable items for 2015-2020.  The surveys and interviews will be conducted in between September 2013 to February 2014. Korea and Indonesia will be co-host a workshop in early May in Indonesia prior to SCSC II in 2014. Korea thanked Indonesia for their support on this project workshop. 
Indonesia updated the activities on standards and conformance education in Indonesia in 2013. Indonesia informed that 31 MoUs has been established between BSN and universities to develop the graduate and post graduate program for standardization. Indonesia shared the activities have been conducted in 2013 i.e: development of master program on standardization in ITB and university of Trisakti, awareness program for young generation and professional training. Indonesia participated and reported the result of the 2013 ICES conference and WSC academic day held on 12-14 June 2013 in France. (2013/SOM3/SCSC/025)
 United States updated the recent activities on the standard education in 2013. NIST provided education challenge grants to strengthen standards education and training. The first program on education challenge grants was provided to 5 universities (2013/SOM 3/SCSC/026).
(7) Interaction with business

United States reported it had received final approval for the MYP Wine Regulatory Forum: Good Regulatory Practices Action Plan on June 14th.  The project aims at improving regulatory alignment and regulatory practices among APEC members. The first workshop of the project will be held November 4-6 in Washington, DC, and will coincide with the annual meeting of the World Wine Trade Group.  Funding is available for technical experts from each of the travel eligible economies.  The United States also encouraged economies to submit information on their wine regulations to the APEC Compendia of wine regulations and to continue to engage in quarterly regulator calls. (2013/SOM3/SCSC/013)
Australia briefly reported on the recent activities of the World Wine Trade Group (WWTG). (2013/SOM3/SCSC/014).   
4.  SRBs reports

The PAC Secretary updated SCSC members on the recent work of the SRBs, both individually and collectively, since SOM 1 (2013/SOM3/SCSC/031). She also thanked the SCSC Chair, on behalf of APMP, for his kind words on the passing of Dr Laurie Besley.
PAC secretary presented the updated activities: 

a.  APLAC has commenced taking application for MRA for accreditation of proficiency testing provider, the training course have been done during 2012 (2013/SOM 3/SCSC/015).
b. PAC conducted the first joint annual meetings held in May 2013 in conjunction with PASC meeting. Updated activities conducted in 2013 were noted (2013/SOM3/SCSC/016). 
c. APLMF will carry out relevant training in Bandung and Chiang Mai in 2013. APLMF has established the website in June 2013 (2013/SOM3/SCSC/017).
d. PASC   annual meeting conducted on 21-22 May 2013 in Honolulu USA and PASC EC meets 3 times a year. The 37th PASC meeting will be held on 5-9 May 2014 in Kuala Lumpur Malaysia (2013/SOM3/SCSC/018).
e. APMP will have a meeting in 24-28 June 2013 in Colombo Sri Lanka and the APMP general assembly will be held on November 2013.
6. SCSC projects 

Multilateral Recognition Arrangement (MLA) Enhancement Project on Product Certification (ISO IEC 17065:2012)

Indonesia reported on CTI 24/12T MLA enhancement project on Products Certification (ISO/IEC 17065:2012) which was held in April and June 2013.  The output of this project is to improve capacities of certification and accreditation bodies on the product certification which provide confidence and assurance on the quality of the product. The project conducted in a three-day workshop for accreditation body assessors and certification body (CB). The first workshop was conducted on 23-25 April 2013 in Bogor and the second workshop was conducted on 27-29 June in Medan with the trainer from JAS-ANZ Australia and New Zealand and IAS United States. The training covered ISO/IEC 17065:2012, ISO/IEC Guide 67 and FDIS ISO/IEC 17067, ISO/IEC 17007, ISO/IEC Guide 23, ISO/IEC Guide 27, ISO/IEC 17030 and how to conduct assessment for product certification body (2013/SOM3/SCSC/019).
Creation of APEC Guidelines on Standards Infrastructure establishment-Workshop Report.

Korea reported on CTI 15/12A Creation of APEC Guidelines on standards infrastructure establishment (2013/SOM3/SCSC/020).  The workshop was held on 23 June 2013 in Medan, attended by 13 member APEC economies and 35 participants. Korea fully appreciated the member economies support for the workshop. This project aims at developing APEC guidelines on standards infrastructure establishment based on data collection from survey and workshop result.  
Korea summarized that the workshop consisted of presentation on 10 economies perspectives toward their standard infrastructure and 3 groups’ discussion on each standard infrastructure theme such as standardization organization, budget, implementation and dissemination, professional development, and strategy & performance. Under each theme, some useful ideas emerged: 
· Organization: practical tips for stakeholder engagement

· Budget : case studies to demonstrate impacts of standards

· Implementation and dissemination integration with region/province in some economies

· Professional development: standard skill indicator

· Strategy and performance; R&D coordinator system

Korea additionally addressed that this workshop was announced at APEC press release titled “APEC Expert Seek Alignment of Standard to Boost Business” with the member economies strong interest and awareness on the topic.

Multiyear Project-The Role of Standards and Conformity Assessment Measures in Enhancing the Performance and Energy Efficiency of the Commercial Building Sector

United States shared information on the two workshops held in 2013 that are elements of the green building project (M CTI 02/12A.) (2013/SOM3/SCSC/021). Peru hosted a workshop with the United States on green building codes in March 2013 in Lima, Peru where it shared the results of a survey on sharing experiences in the design and implementation of green codes.  More than 150 delegates attended the workshop, including a large contingent of Peruvian government, industry and academic experts.  United States also announced the completion of a study on the use of building codes and green codes in the APEC region, which will be published in July 2013.  A second workshop on How Building Information Modeling (BIM) can facilitate green building practices was organized in Medan.  Leading world experts on BIM discussed how BIM standards support green building and an output of the workshop will be a quick start guide on how BIM can be applied by APEC economies for green building. 
Progress report on the APEC ASEAN harmonization of energy efficiency standard for air conditioners: Phase 1
Japan reported on the project on APEC-ASEAN Harmonization of Energy Efficiency Standards for Air Conditioners Phase 1(2013/SOM3/SCSC/022). Japan pointed out the first phase covered the work for harmonizing standards for testing methods for air conditioners among ASEAN members and developing a roadmap for standard harmonization. Reviewing of the current standard will be discussed at the next TWG/PWG meeting to be held on 2 July 2013 in Jakarta, Indonesia. 
Presentation of New Concept Notes:

APEC Food Safety Cooperation Forum Special Session, high level regulator-Industry dialogue on food safety
China presented concept notes on the APEC Food Safety Cooperation Forum Special Session. The project aims at establishing a platform in 2014 to carry out the Hunter Valley vision. China expects key milestones will be agreed and endorsed by September 1, 2013. China also presented the upcoming high level regulator-Industry dialogue on food safety with objective to enhance mutual understanding of regulatory agencies and industries to improve regulatory systems and regulatory cooperation between member economies (2013/SOM3/SCSC/029).  
Multilateral Recognition Arrangement (MLA) Readiness Project in Energy Management System ISO 50001
The PAC Secretary reported on this item on behalf of Japan.  She advised that PR China had also offered to co-sponsor this project and apologized on behalf of the project proponents for the omission of PR China from the list of co-sponsors.  She then explained the purpose of the project, the workshop content and the expected outcomes. The project aims are to build the capacity to enable APEC economies to participate in the proposed Pacific Accreditation Cooperation (PAC) Multilateral Recognition Arrangement (MLA) for Energy Management System. This program contributes to the enhancement of capability of ISO 50001 organization, certification bodies, and accreditation bodies of APEC economies. The project includes training workshops which will be conducted in Thailand, Indonesia and Japan in 2013 and 2014 (2013/SOM3/SCSC/024).       
United States had heard informally that the 3 SCSC projects for BMC 2 had not been funded, and had been ranked a level 2 priority. The United States added the APEC Secretariat had noted only 9 of the 20 economies which had ranked the projects ranked SCSC projects a level 1 priority, even though projects involving standards and technical regulations qualify for a rank one.  The United States reminded members to communicate the importance of SCSC projects to Committee on Trade and Investment representatives during the ranking process, to consider the ASF fund as a funding source because it has more available funds than the TILF, and to communicate with other members early on about the development of a project.  The United States noted it would be at least putting forward one project on ICT Energy Efficiency, and perhaps another for the BMC 3 project consideration cycle. 


Japan thanked United States for the suggestion of new project and expressed its endorsement.
APEC Secretariat noted that members are recommended to check funding criteria for the CN to be fit in. Funding criteria is available on the APEC website and the APEC Project Guidebook. For example, the CNs applied for ASF Energy Sub-Fund should support capacity building initiatives contributing to the promotion of energy efficiency in the APEC region. However, the project proponent can only choose funds among OA, ASF and TILF, but not sub fund.
China will resubmit its food safety proposal for session 3. 
APEC Secretariat also noted the Project Management Reforms are under the discussion at BMC being held on 28-29 June 2013. One of proposals is about a review of the APEC Project Ranking and Categorization Process. The proposal suggested to remove prioritization step at the originating forum-level but to enable them to rank the concept note as per the Funding Criteria. Members were requested to contact BMC delegates of their own economies for further details.
7. Adoption of the SCSC 1 Summary Conclusions 

The SCSC adopted the summary conclusions of SCSC 2 meeting, 2013.  

8. Next Meeting

China, as a hosting economy welcomed SCSC members to meet in China in 2014.
9. Other Business

10. Meeting Documents

SCSC members endorsed the public release of the meeting documents (2013/SOM3/SCSC/000).
11. Adjournment
SCSC members thanked Mr. Hanafiah and his team for the excellent hosting of the 2013 SCSC meetings.

