REPORT FROM THE LEAD SHEPHERD ON THE 37TH MEETING OF 
THE APEC TRANSPORTATION WORKING GROUP

APRIL 8–12, 2013

HO CHI MINH CITY, VIET NAM

Overview

1. Viet Nam hosted the 37th meeting of the APEC Transportation Working Group (TPTWG-37) in Ho Chi Minh City, April 8-12, 2013.

2. The meeting was attended by approximately 250 delegates representing 16 APEC member economies.  In attendance were:  Australia; Canada; the People’s Republic of China; Hong Kong, China; Indonesia; Japan; the Republic of Korea; Malaysia;                 New Zealand; the Philippines; the Russian Federation; Singapore; Chinese Taipei; Thailand; the United States; and Vietnam.  Macao, China attended as an official guest economy. Representatives from the APEC Business Advisory Council (ABAC), the International Transport Forum (ITF), the International Maritime Organization (IMO), and the International Business Aviation Council (IBAC) also participated, as well as various private sector and academia representatives from several member economies.  The APEC Secretariat was represented by the TPTWG Program Director, 
Mr. Alexey Sapetko.

3. During TPTWG-37, meetings of the Management Group, Heads of Delegation (HOD-1 and HOD-2), Experts Groups (Aviation [AEG], Land [LEG], Maritime [MEG] and Intermodal and Intelligent Transportation Systems [IIEG]) and their respective Sub-Groups took place, with the exception of the AEG-Security Sub-Group.  The Opening and Closing Plenary Meetings were held on April 9, 2013 and April 12, 2013 respectively.  Both Plenary meetings featured remarks by the Deputy Minister of Transport of Viet Nam, Mr. Nguyen Hong Truong.
4. A management priority for TPTWG-37 was to advance follow-up work in support of both the 7th Transportation Ministerial Meeting (TMM-7) and the Joint Transport and Energy Ministerial Conference (TEMC), held in September 2011 in San Francisco, as well as the Special Transportation Ministerial Conference held in August 2012 in 
St. Petersburg.  Participants also considered the results of the 2012 APEC Leaders’ Summit, and looked ahead to the priorities identified by Indonesia as APEC Chair for 2013, as well as preparations for the 8th Transportation Ministerial Meeting (TMM-8) to be held on September 4-6, 2013 in Tokyo, Japan.  Additionally, several management issues were discussed, including the development of a new TPT-WG Strategic Plan for 2013-2016 and the Independent Assessment of the TPTWG in 2013.

5. The Lead Shepherd and other participants expressed appreciation to Viet Nam for its efforts in the lead up to TPTWG-37 and for the excellent arrangements and warm welcome received in vibrant Ho Chi Minh City.

6. This report should be read in conjunction with the Final Reports of the Experts 
Groups, which were endorsed at the Closing Plenary meeting.  These reports provide greater detail with respect to key outcomes and proposed actions.

Summary of Major Outcomes
Management Group Meeting
7. The focus of the Management Meeting was to ensure that all Experts Groups are actively implementing policy directions stemming from TMM-7 and TEMC held in September 2011 in San Francisco, the Special Transportation Ministerial Conference held in August 2012 in St. Petersburg, as well as relevant Leaders’ directives.  The Lead Shepherd referred to the ongoing need for Expert Group Chairs to update the two charts developed by the TPTWG in order to track progress with respect to the implementation of the 2011 Ministerial directives and to prepare for TMM-8.

8. The Lead Shepherd noted that SCE had decided to conduct an independent assessment (IA) of the TPTWG in 2013, one year ahead of schedule and without notice to the Working Group.  She reported on her meetings with SCE and the APEC Executive Director during SOM-1 in Jakarta in February 2013 where TPTWG’s concerns about the lack of consultation on this process were acknowledged.  She also noted that, after frank discussions, it was agreed that the IA would proceed this year on the understanding that TPTWG would have the opportunity to review and provide comments on the report produced by the consultant, Ms. Daniela Borbolla, at TPTWG-38 in Bali.

9. The APEC Program Director then provided an overview of the process for the IA including proposed timelines for the development of the final report by July 3.  The Lead Shepherd and other Management Group members noted the need for the timelines to be revised to allow sufficient time for TPTWG members to review the draft final report as was agreed in February.  To facilitate this process, a questionnaire developed by the IA consultant would be circulated and completed by Management Group members and Heads of Delegation by April 29, 2013.  The Program Director noted that the IA consultant would be attending the Opening Plenary session of TPTWG-37 and would be speaking to Experts Group Chairs and delegates during the course of the week.
10. Further to discussions held during TPTWG-36 in St. Petersburg and SOM-1 in Jakarta in February 2013, the Lead Shepherd reminded the Management Group of SCE’s directive that Working Groups develop Strategic Plans, to replace the existing medium-term plans, by the Concluding SOM in October 2013.  She thanked those who assisted in the development of the provisional draft of the TPTWG Strategic Plan 2013-2016 that was submitted to SCE for consideration during SOM-2 meetings being held concurrently in Surabaya, Indonesia.

11. The Lead Shepherd encouraged Experts Group Chairs to consider the draft 
TPTWG Strategic Plan 2013-2016 at their sub-group meetings and to provide any additional comments by April 29, 2013.  It was agreed that a revised version would be circulated intersessionally and that the final version would be endorsed by TPTWG members during TPTWG-38 in Bali in July 2013.
12. Japan presented the Draft TMM-8 Ministerial Joint Statement and invited TPTWG Management Group members and Economies to provide comments by 
April 29, 2013.  Based on input received, a decision would be made on the necessity of holding an ad hoc drafting session prior to TPTWG-38.  Singapore graciously offered to host a drafting session on May 28-29, 2013 if deemed necessary.  Several Experts Group Chairs noted possible difficulties in participating in a drafting session due to budgetary constraints and travel schedules, but expressed a willingness to take part in intersessional electronic consultations.  It was agreed that the drafting session option would be discussed during the HOD-1 meeting and throughout the week, and that a decision would be made based on the results of the consultations ending on April 29, 2013.
13. The Lead Shepherd invited the APEC Secretariat to provide a progress report on project funding.  The TPTWG Program Director noted that in 2012, of 215 projects submitted to APEC for consideration during Session 1, only 103 were approved due to limited funding.  As for Session 1 in 2013, of 76 projects submitted, only 39 were approved.  For the TPTWG, 11 of 15 projects proposed in 2012 were approved, and 
3 of 6 projects submitted during Session 1 in 2013 received in-principle approval.  The Program Director noted that monitoring and completion reports for existing projects were received in line with APEC deadlines, and noted that issues with two outstanding TPTWG projects from 2010 have been addressed by the relevant project overseers and would be completed in April 2013.
14. The Program Director noted the shortage of funding available in 2013 under the OA and TILF accounts, and encouraged the TPTWG to develop projects that address capacity-building needs in line with the ASF account.  He highlighted the importance of developing joint projects with other APEC Working Groups to increase the probability that proposals would be funded, and confirmed that any concept notes that were not approved in past funding sessions could be re-submitted in future sessions.  He further noted that, following the TPTWG’s ranking of its concept notes, SCE and BMC rank all projects, and advised TPTWG members to speak to their economy representatives on these APEC committees to promote their projects. 
15. The Program Director presented the timelines for Session 2 for APEC funding, highlighting that concept notes would be due to the Secretariat by May 16, 2013.  He also mentioned that, starting in 2014, consideration is being given to the possibility of having two funding sessions each year rather than three.

16. The Program Director noted that the APEC website has been updated to include all information and tools needed for project preparation, monitoring and implementation, and that the APEC Information Management Portal (AIMP) was being updated to allow for easier electronic access to information on all past APEC projects.

17. Experts Group Chairs provided updates on the status of their respective Groups’ work, with the exception of the AEG-Security Sub-group which was not scheduled to meet during TPTWG-37.  They identified management vacancies, and confirmed that nominations would be considered during the week and outcomes would be reported at HOD-2 and the Closing Plenary.  The Lead Shepherd also invited Economies to consider nominations for the Deputy Lead Shepherd position and offered to meet with any interested parties during the course of TPTWG-37.
18. The Lead Shepherd noted the attendance of the TPTWG website webmaster at TPTWG-37, and requested that Chairs provide updates for the website as required, in order for it to remain a key source of information on the Working Group’s events and activities.

Heads of Delegation-1 (HOD-1) Meeting

19. The Lead Shepherd welcomed all HODs to TPTWG-37, and thanked Viet Nam for its warm welcome and excellent meeting arrangements.

20. She also thanked HODs, Expert Group Chairs and co-Chairs for their continued efforts in translating APEC Leaders’ and Ministers’ vision and directives into action through concrete and specific projects and activities, and providing recommendations to Ministers on areas for future consideration. 
21. Japan provided an update on the draft program for the TMM-8 to be held from September 4-6, 2013 in Tokyo under the theme, “Enhancing Connectivity through ‘High Quality’ Transportation in the APEC Region”.  A Business Forum and a Women in Transportation Forum will be held on September 4, with the Ministerial Meeting scheduled to take place on September 5, and a Technical Tour on 
September 6.  The Ministerial Meeting will be divided into three sessions: Strengthening Connectivity; Enhancing Transportation Infrastructure; and “Quality Transport”.  Japan invited HODs to provide comments on the program by 
April 29, 2013, and to identify in which session their respective Ministers would be interested in delivering remarks.  The Lead Shepherd noted discussions during the Management Group Meeting on the Draft TMM-8 Joint Statement and that consideration was being given to holding an ad hoc drafting session in Singapore on May 28-29, 2013, if deemed necessary following consultations.  
22. The United States (US) provided an update on the Women in Transportation initiative, noting that two very high-level meetings were held in December 2012 and April 2013 in Washington which were attended by the Secretary of Transportation.  The initiative is supported by APEC and by significant US self-funding, and involves the collection of data, expert visits to a select number of APEC member economies, and convening a high-level Women in Transportation Forum during TMM-8.  The Lead Shepherd noted the need to engage the APEC Policy Partnership on Women and the Economy (PPWE) on this initiative, but that the PPWE Chair was not available to attend TPTWG-37 due to scheduling conflicts.
23. Further to discussions during the Management Group Meeting, the Lead Shepherd highlighted the need to develop a new TPTWG Strategic Plan 2013-2016, to replace the existing medium-term plan, and requested Experts Groups to provide input by April 29, 2013.  It was agreed that a final version would be circulated by the 
Lead Shepherd for endorsement by TPTWG members during TPTWG-38 in Bali in July 2013.

24. The Lead Shepherd reported on the SCE-COW meeting during SOM-1 in Jakarta in February 2013, and that SCE endorsed the TPTWG’s Annual Workplan for 2013.  She also attended an SCE policy dialogue session on ocean-related issues.  
25. The Lead Shepherd noted the importance of collaboration between the TPTWG and the Committee on Trade and Investment (CTI), particularly in light of Indonesia’s APEC 2013 priorities which include “Promoting Connectivity”.  She indicated that the self-assessment survey for the TPTWG was submitted to the APEC Policy Support Unit as part of its efforts to track progress on the APEC Supply Chain Connectivity Framework.
26. The Lead Shepherd welcomed Mr. Daizo Koda from the APEC Business Advisory Council (ABAC), who delivered a presentation on the work of its Infrastructure and Sustainable Development Working Group (ABAC-ISDWG) and outlined intersections with the work of the TPTWG.  Greater coordination with ABAC is envisioned, in particular in relation to engaging with the private sector on transportation infrastructure investment issues, which are of mutual interest and a priority for APEC Leaders and Indonesia as APEC Chair in 2013.
27. The Lead Shepherd welcomed Stephen Perkins, Head of Research, International Transport Forum (ITF), who delivered a presentation on the work of the ITF and highlighted participation at the APEC Port Services Network (APSN) meeting held in November 2012 in Hong Kong, China.  He also highlighted possible future collaboration with TPTWG and its Experts Groups on global supply chain connectivity issues, recognizing that ITF and APEC shared 10 common member economies.
28. The APEC Program Director provided an update on the process for the 2013 IA of TPTWG, including proposed timelines for the development of the final report by   July 3.  Further to discussions held during Management Group, the Lead Shepherd noted the need for the timelines to be revised to allow sufficient time for TPTWG members to review the draft final report from the IA, and it was agreed that a questionnaire developed by the IA consultant would be circulated and completed by TPTWG management team members and Heads of Delegation by April 29, 2013.
29. The Lead Shepherd also pointed to her Policy Direction Letter for 2013, and noted the priorities to implement TMM-7 and TEMC commitments; deliver on the TPTWG Annual Workplan for 2013; and finalize a new TPTWG Strategic Plan for 2013-2016.  She reminded Economies of the importance of reporting on completed and planned activities in the TEMC and TMM-7 workplan charts (matrices) and requested input by April 29, 2013 in order for it to serve as a tool to report on progress and to position the TPTWG for the TMM-8 in September 2013.
30. The US provided an update on the APEC Travel Facilitation Initiative (TFI) 
(a multi-year project that seeks to expedite the movement of travellers across the Asia-Pacific region, with the goal of enabling more efficient, more secure, and less stressful travel).  The US noted that their one-year term on the TFI Steering Council was set to expire, and invited nominations from other Economies to represent the TPTWG on the Council. 
31. The AEG-Services Sub-Group Chair provided an update on the business aviation initiative, which seeks to have APEC Economies approve core principles on business aviation.
32. Reporting on proceedings from the Management Group meeting, the Lead Shepherd noted that comments on the draft TPTWG Strategic Plan 2013-2016 were to be provided to her by April 29, 2013.  It was also noted that key vacancies -- the Deputy Lead Shepherd and leadership positions within Experts Groups and their sub-groups, including the Chairs of the Maritime Experts Group and Land Experts Group -- were to be discussed during the week.
33. The Program Director made a presentation on the guidelines for the APEC project funding process, emphasizing the need for project overseers to consult the Guidebook on APEC Projects (8th edition) as the key source for direction on project development, implementation and reporting.  He also noted the significant decrease in available funds within APEC for projects in 2013, and the amounts available under each APEC funding account, and in particular the ASF-Energy Efficiency sub-fund.  He advised members to consult the APEC website for detailed APEC project-related timelines.
34. The Program Director also shared information on the pilot APEC Project Database being led by the APEC Secretariat, which will serve as a registry of all documents related to APEC-funded projects.  The new database will be made available for use by all APEC members by the end of 2013.
35. The Lead Shepherd invited Chairs to provide updates on planning for upcoming meetings.  In addition to Japan’s hosting the TMM-8 in Tokyo in September 2013, HODs endorsed the Philippines’ proposal to host TMM-9 in 2015 during their Chairmanship year of APEC.
36. Indonesia will host TPTWG-38 in Bali the week of July 1, 2013.  New Zealand will host TPTWG-39 in Christchurch in March/April 2014.
37. The Lead Shepherd noted the attendance of the TPTWG website webmaster at TPTWG-37, and requested that HODs provide updates for the TPTWG website as required, in order for it to remain a key source of information on the Working Group’s events and activities.

Opening Plenary Meeting
38. The Deputy Minister of Transport of Viet Nam, Mr. Nguyen Hong Truong, welcomed delegates, and stressed the importance of the TPTWG as a forum to strengthen ties with APEC Economies in order to share best practices on transportation infrastructure initiatives and supply chain connectivity.  Deputy Minister Truong also highlighted Viet Nam’s active role within APEC, including the TPTWG and its modal Experts Groups, having previously hosted a TPTWG meeting in Hanoi in 2006.
39. The Lead Shepherd thanked Viet Nam for hosting delegates in Ho Chi Minh City.  She highlighted the substantive work and busy schedule for the TPTWG in 2013, in delivering on directives from past Transportation Ministers’ Meetings and in developing recommendations for consideration at future meetings, including the upcoming TMM-8.  
40. As the 2013 APEC Chair, Indonesia made a presentation on its priorities for the year: Attaining the Bogor Goals - by resisting protectionism and promoting trade liberalization; Growth with Equity - to minimize the development gap among APEC Economies by promoting capacity building in several areas including health, food security and ocean-related issues; and Promoting Connectivity - through the development of a new APEC Framework on Connectivity that builds on existing work, with a focus on people-to-people, institutional, and physical infrastructure connectivity.  It was noted that the TPTWG could play a significant role in promoting sustainable growth in the region by advancing the Promoting Connectivity priority in particular to achieve concrete outcomes in 2013.
41. The Lead Shepherd welcomed Stephen Perkins, Head of Research, International Transport Forum, who shared his organization’s interests, including reliability indicators, safety, the optimization of infrastructure funding, accident rate improvement, and supply chain efficiency and resilience.  He noted the ITF’s participation at 5th APEC Port Services Network (APSN) Council Meeting and Workshop on Green Shipping and Supply Chains in November 2012 in Hong Kong, China, and plans to attend the APEC-led Workshop on Supply Chain Resilience in Bali in June 2013.  He also noted the ITF’s interests in furthering ties with APEC in other areas of mutual interest, and invited Economies to participate in the ITF’s Annual Summit in Leipzig, Germany in May 2013, under the theme of Funding Transport.  The Lead Shepherd noted the benefits of this collaboration, and invited Experts Groups to reflect on the work of the ITF to identify synergies.

42. Japan delivered a presentation outlining preparations for the upcoming TMM-8 to take place in Tokyo on September 5, 2013, with a Business and Women’s Forum to be held on September 4, and a Technical Tour of transportation infrastructure and facilities on September 6.  Japan noted that the Ministerial Meeting will focus on three themes/sessions: Strengthening Connectivity; Enhancing Transportation Infrastructure; and “Quality Transport”; and invited Economies to consider in which sessions their Ministers would be interested in delivering presentations.  Japan also encouraged economies to provide suggestions on private sector participants for the Business Forum.
43. The Lead Shepherd welcomed Mr. Daizo Koda from the ABAC, who delivered a presentation on the work of its Infrastructure and Sustainable Development Working Group (ISDWG) and outlined intersections with the work of the TPTWG.  He noted ABAC’s letter to APEC Transportation Ministers in 2012, in which they identified synergies in relation to Indonesia’s APEC 2103 priority on physical connectivity.  Having participated at the past two TPTWG meetings, greater coordination with ABAC is envisioned, and the Lead Shepherd encouraged Experts Groups to consider involving ABAC in their work.
44. As an invited guest, Mr. Kurt Edwards, Director General of the International Business Aviation Council (IBAC), delivered a presentation emphasizing the importance of business aviation for economic activity and growth around the world and in the Asia-Pacific region in particular.  The Lead Shepherd encouraged the AEG-Services Sub-Group to work with IBAC in advancing discussions on business aviation in the APEC region.

45. As the representative for the TPTWG on the APEC TFI Steering Council, the US HOD provided an update on ongoing work, noting that a report was being prepared for submission to CTI, to be presented to SOMs by the end of 2013.  The US HOD also noted that the TPTWG had reached out to other organizations to support the TFI including the International Air Transport Association (IATA) to advance work on the three components of the initiative in which the TPTWG plays a role: Airport Partnership Program; Facilitation of Air Passenger Security Screening; and Checked Baggage Facilitation.  He reported that the TPTWG had completed a workshop on 
No-Cost/Low-Cost Aviation Security Screening in March 2013 in New Zealand and a third Aviation Security Canine Screening in May 2013 in Thailand.  The US HOD also noted the need for renewal of positions on the TFI Steering Council as his 
12-month term would expire by the end of 2013, and invited Economies to consider taking the role of leading the initiative on behalf of TPTWG into 2014.
46. The US delivered a presentation on green port initiatives in the APEC region, highlighting the importance of lowering carbon dioxide emissions in the maritime sector and the need to promote a sustainable “blue economy” in the Pacific Ocean through government engagement with the shipping industry and advancing green port development.
47. The US also made a presentation on the role of women in the transportation sector, and provided an update on activities completed and underway to advance the 
Women in Transport initiative, which was identified as a priority in the 
TMM-7 Joint Statement in 2011.  As part of this initiative, a “Women in Transportation Forum” will be held as part of the TMM-8 in Tokyo in September 2013, and a compendium on best practices on women’s participation in the transportation sector in APEC Economies will be developed.  The Lead Shepherd encouraged Economies to support this initiative and encouraged greater engagement with APEC’s PPWE.
48. Indonesia delivered a presentation outlining its interests in advancing a 
“blue economy” initiative in 2013 as APEC Chair.  Indonesia reported on the outcomes from the SCE-COW Dialogue on Mainstreaming Ocean-related Issues during SOM-1 in Jakarta, will develop a template on ocean-related issues within APEC, and will seek input from various APEC working groups intersessionally, with a view to reporting on outcomes during SOM-3 in Medan and for consideration by APEC Leaders’ and Ministers’ in October 2013.
49. An APSN representative from China summarized work being done in the group, including studies currently being undertaken, and provided a summary of the 5th APSN Council meeting and the workshop on Green Shipping and Supply Chains hosted by Hong Kong, China, in November 2012.  It was noted that currently 
18 APEC Economies have designated representatives, which includes the recent engagement of the Russian Federation and New Zealand.  The remaining three APEC Economies were encouraged to join soon.  Economies were also encouraged to actively participate in the upcoming APSN Workshop on Green Ports to be held on November 5, 2013 in Phuket, Thailand.
50. Reporting on the HOD-1 meeting, the Lead Shepherd noted the TPTWG 2013 Annual Workplan and her Policy Direction Letter for 2013, and spoke of the responsibility of each Expert Group to demonstrate progress on commitments from the TMM-7, TEMC and the St. Petersburg Special Ministerial Conference.  Experts Group Chairs outlined the focus of their meetings for the week and highlighted projects for the year.  It was noted that both the AEG-Security Sub-group and the IIEG’s GIT would not be meeting this week, but will be meeting during TPTWG-38 in Bali.
51. On collaboration with other APEC fora, the Lead Shepherd provided an update on the work of the CTI based on their meeting during SOM-1 in Jakarta.  She noted the importance of continuing TPTWG’s collaboration with CTI, particularly in relation to activities outlined under the APEC Supply Chain Connectivity Framework Action Plan and in addressing transportation-specific chokepoints in supply chains through capacity building efforts.  She indicated that TPTWG input provided by Experts Group Chairs was incorporated into the interim assessment delivered by the APEC Policy Support Unit (PSU) during SOM-1.  The report highlighted that APEC had made significant progress in achieving a 10% improvement in supply chain efficiency by 2015, adding that Economies will need to increase efforts in some areas moving forward.
52. The Chair of MEG-Security Sub-group provided a brief summary on the activities of the APEC Counter Terrorism Taskforce (CTTF) based on its recently held CTTF-2 meeting in Surabaya, and highlighted areas of ongoing collaboration with the TPTWG on APEC initiatives and projects.
53. The APEC-selected consultant leading the 2013 IA of TPTWG delivered a presentation on the timelines and deliverables as part of the process, including conducting interviews with TPTWG participants throughout the week.  The consultant noted that a questionnaire would be circulated for completion by TPTWG management team members and Heads of Delegation by April 29, 2013.  The 
Lead Shepherd reiterated the need for TPTWG members to review the draft final report from the IA prior to its submission to SCE.
54. Further to discussions during HOD-1, the Lead Shepherd requested Experts Groups to provide input by April 29, 2013 on the new TPTWG Strategic Plan 2013-2016, to be circulated for endorsement during TPTWG-38 in Bali in July 2013.
55. On future meetings, Indonesia confirmed it would circulate the administrative details for TPTWG-38 in May, which the Lead Shepherd noted will serve as a platform to prepare for the next ministerial meeting.  New Zealand confirmed its plans to host TPTWG-39 in Spring 2014 in Christchurch.  On Ministerial meetings, Japan provided an update on its preparations for TMM-8 in September 2013 in Tokyo, and the Philippines welcomed the endorsement during HOD-1 to host TMM-9 in 2015.  The 
Lead Shepherd thanked Economies for their continued interest in hosting meetings.

56. The Program Director provided a progress report on APEC project funding, noting the shortage of available funds in 2013.  He reported that all monitoring and completion reports for existing projects were received in line with APEC deadlines, and that issues with two outstanding TPTWG projects from 2010 have been addressed and would be completed in April 2013.  He encouraged Chairs to explore the possibility of developing joint projects with other APEC sub-fora in order to improve the chances of them being approved for funding.  He noted that he is available to assist Economies in the preparation of their Session 2 concept notes prior to submission to the APEC Secretariat by May 16, 2013.

Heads of Delegation-2 (HOD-2) Meeting

57. Experts Groups reported on the outcomes of their meetings, and made brief remarks about the prioritization of project proposals and concept notes.  TPTWG agreed to prioritize three concept notes intersessionally that would be seeking APEC funding during Session 2.  The Lead Shepherd noted that she would identify internal TPTWG project-related deadlines in order to meet the Session 2 submission deadline of      May 16, 2013.

58. China observed that most TPTWG projects were being proposed by developed Economies and encouraged all APEC Economies to consider proposing new projects.  The Lead Shepherd committed to collaborate with the APEC Secretariat through the TPTWG Program Director, to encourage all Economies to propose projects, by providing advice, assistance and support at the project development stage.

59. On the draft TPTWG Strategic Plan 2013-2016, the Lead Shepherd thanked HODs and Experts Group Chairs who provided input, encouraged others to provide comments by April 29, 2013 and committed to circulate a revised version intersessionally for discussion and endorsement during TPTWG-38 in Bali in July 2013.  She noted that once submitted to SCE, clarity will be sought on the reporting mechanism on achievements identified in the TPTWG Strategic Plan following 2016.

60. On the TEMC and TMM-7 workplan charts, the Lead Shepherd reminded HODs and Experts Group Chairs to submit their comments to her by April 29, 2013.

61. HODs discussed Singapore’s proposal to host an ad hoc drafting session for the TMM-8 Joint Statement on May 28-29, 2013.  It was agreed that the Lead Shepherd would consult with Japan, other HODs and Experts Group Chairs intersessionally on their availability to attend an ad hoc drafting session, following the completion of the first round of consultations on April 29, 2013.  Furthermore, it was agreed that drafting sessions could also be included in Management Group and HODs meetings during TPTWG-38 in Bali in July 2013.

62. The TPTWG Program Director agreed to circulate electronically and upload to the TPTWG website the survey developed by the IA consultant for HODs to provide their views on whether the TPTWG is meeting APEC Leaders’ and Ministerial priorities as well as their respective Economy’s needs.  The Lead Shepherd noted that while one consolidated response per member economy would be preferred, submissions can be provided by participating TPTWG members separately.  Completed submissions are due to the IA consultant by April 29, 2013.  HODs agreed that the draft IA report prepared by the consultant would be shared with TPTWG members for comment prior to its submission to SCE.

63. Indonesia and New Zealand gave brief remarks on the status of planning for their hosting of future meetings of the TPTWG.

64. Vacancies/nominations:  LEG noted that the Chair position would become vacant following TPTWG-37, and that the Vice-Chair would lead meetings during TPTWG-38.  The Chair of MEG was re-elected, and the AEG-Services sub-group Chair was confirmed.  The Lead Shepherd indicated that the position of Deputy Lead Shepherd remained vacant and will be filled through an election process, inviting Economies to provide her with their nominations.

Closing Plenary Meeting

65. The Lead Shepherd reported that HODs had met earlier in the day with Experts Group Chairs to discuss the week’s major outcomes and developments and to prioritize project proposals and initiatives.  

66. On the TEMC and TMM-7 workplan charts, the Lead Shepherd reminded HODs and Experts Group Chairs to submit their comments to her by April 29, 2013.

67. The Lead Shepherd thanked HODs and Experts Group Chairs who provided input on the draft TPTWG Strategic Plan 2013-2016, and encouraged others to provide comments by April 29, 2013.  A revised version will be shared by the Lead Shepherd intersessionally for final endorsement during TPTWG-38 in Bali in July 2013.

68. On TMM-8, it was agreed that the Lead Shepherd would consult with Japan, other HODs and Experts Group Chairs intersessionally on their availability to attend an 
ad hoc drafting session for the TMM-8 Joint Statement in Singapore on 
May 28-29, 2013, following the completion of the first round of consultations on April 29, 2013.  Drafting sessions would also be incorporated in Management Group and HODs meetings during TPTWG-38 in Bali in July 2013.
69. It was agreed that the APEC Program Director would circulate electronically and upload to the TPTWG website the survey developed by the IA consultant for HODs to provide their views on the TPTWG by April 29, 2013.  Economies can choose to provide one consolidated response or individual responses from delegation members. 

70. Experts Group Chairs provided short summaries of their main achievements, with particular attention on their efforts to deliver on Ministerial priorities and collaboration with other fora.  They also provided their ranking of project concept notes that were to be put forward for Session 2 of APEC project funding.  The Lead Shepherd committed to seek HOD endorsement intersessionally on final project rankings to be sent to the TPTWG Program Director by May 16, 2013.

71. The Final Reports from Experts Groups, which were endorsed during the Closing Plenary meeting, provide greater detail with respect to key outcomes and proposed actions, and will be made available on the TPTWG website. 
72. The Lead Shepherd provided a brief summary of planning for upcoming meetings, noting that Indonesia will host TPTWG-38 in July 2013, Japan will host TMM-8 in September 2013, New Zealand will host the TPTWG-39 in Spring 2014, and that the Philippines will host TMM-9 in 2015.  She thanked these Economies for their commitment to facilitating the work of the TPTWG. 
73. The Lead Shepherd offered her congratulations to the new and re-elected Chairs and 
Vice-Chairs of the TPTWG Experts Groups and their sub-groups, and noted the importance of Economies’ involvement in ensuring that leadership positions are filled to ensure continuity in the work of the TPTWG.  She also noted that the position of Deputy Lead Shepherd remains vacant and will be filled through an election process, inviting interested member economies to speak to her intersessionally.

74. The Lead Shepherd thanked the Vietnamese hosts, particularly the Deputy Minister of Transport, the HOD and organizing team, for the wonderful arrangements and hospitality over the course of the week.
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