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KEYNOTE SPEECH

Mr. Ichita Yamamoto, Minister in Charge of 
Ocean Policy, JAPAN

The 4th APEC Ocean-related Ministerial Meeting, 28 August 
2014, Xiamen, China

Agenda item 4.1

Coastal and Marine Ecosystem 
Conservation and Disaster Resilience

JAPAN

• An island state and an ocean nation;

• A country located in natural-disaster-
prone region;

• Having frequent hazards, such as 
earthquake, volcano, typhoon, and heavy 
rain and snow.
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Five Year Plan of Ocean Policy (2013)

• to promote its advanced disaster 
prevention technology internationally;

• to endeavor to resolve global issues such 
as climate change;

• to strengthen international ties within the 
Asia-Pacific region, on ocean issues

• APEC economies are facing multiple 
challenges of climate change vulnerability.

• Fishery and aquaculture vitally contribute 
to the food security and economic growth 
in APEC economies.
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Impact of Climate Change

• threatens the ocean and its derived 
benefits;

• causes irreversible environmental shifts, 
such as ocean warming, sea level rise, 
ocean acidification and Arctic sea-ice 
melting;

• brings further increasing uncertainty in 
sustainable use of the sea.

PROGRAM: see Brochure overleaf
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• The Workshop strengthens and evolves 
comprehensive preparedness on 
sustainable growth of ocean-related 
economic activities.

The Workshop

• contributes the policy development of this 
year’s “priority area”, Blue Economy;

• enhances the “area of commitment” of the 
Para Declaration, adopted at the AOMM3 
in 2010;

• “follows-up” from AOMM2, Bali Plan of 
Actin in 2005.
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IPCC Report (March 2014)

• “The striking feature of observed impacts 
of climate change is occurring the tropics 
to poles, from small islands to large 
continents.”

• As an ocean nation, Japan has been 
determined to play a leading role in 
enhancing the international cooperation of 
ocean issues.
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• We need a close cooperation on oceans 
issues.

• “Strengthening of the regional community”
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PROGRAM: see Brochure overleaf
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• Today is Kick-Off day.

• Goal will be achievable next year by your 
support, assistance, and cooperation.

Workshop

• All economies are invited and welcomed.

• hoping your economies sending as many 
experts as possible, 

• taking into consideration the virtue which 
will help ensure future generations 
against the climate change,

• It’ in your hands.


