SCE Chair’s Report to SOM

The SOM Steering Committee on ECOTECH (SCE) met in Ningbo, China on 26 February 2014.  Key outcomes of the meeting were as follows:

1. SCE reviewed and agreed terms of reference for the next two years


2. SCE will commence a review of the ECOTECH Medium-term Priorities by undertaking a survey of developing economy members with a view to finalising the revised priorities by SCE3


3. Consideration of how to improve capacity building would be considered at SCE2, following preparation of draft APEC capacity building guidelines 


4. SCE heard plans from members covering work presented in ten policy papers or concept notes


5. SCE noted progress on the implementation of the 2014 independent assessments


6. SCE received the APEC Secretariat Executive Director’s report on the Alignment of SCE Fora Work Plans with APEC’s Overall Vision and Objectives


7. SCE amended the annual fora workplan template to include a section covering capacity building activities


8. SCE took note of the planned ministerial meetings for 2014

Recommendations
It is recommended that SOM:

1. Note that SCE is commencing the five-yearly review of ECOTECH Medium-term Priorities with the revised priorities to be agreed at SCE3.

Summary Report - SOM Steering Committee on ECOTECH

26 February 2014

Ningbo, China

The First meeting of the SOM Steering Committee on ECOTECH (SCE) was held in Ningbo, China on 26 February 2014. It was attended by representatives of all 21 APEC economies, including Senior Officials from 19 economies, the APEC Secretariat Executive Director, ABAC, and PECC. 

The meeting was chaired by Ms Laura Del Rosario, Senior Official of The Philippines for APEC. The Vice Chair of the meeting was Mr Tan Jian, the Senior Official of China for APEC.

Agenda Item 1: Welcome by SCE Chair
The SCE Chair welcomed all members to the first meeting of SCE in 2014.  She recalled the discussions the previous day in the SCE-COW meeting about the quality of fora strategic plans and the need for them to be reworked to make their formats more uniform and the proposed activities more coherent with priorities.  SCE would need to follow up to ensure that the desired improvement was achieved.

Agenda Item 2: Adoption of the Agenda  
The SCE Chair noted four new items for discussion under agenda item 5.1: timber legality, youth skills, and health from China and a smart cities initiative from Russia.  The agenda (2014/SOM1/SCE/001) as amended was adopted.

Agenda Item 3: SCE 2014 Planning 

3.1 SCE to consider the 2014 Workplan
The SCE 2014 Workplan (2014/SOM1/SCE/002) was adopted as presented.

3.2 SCE to review the SCE Terms of Reference

The SCE Terms of Reference (2014/SOM1/SCE/003) were adopted as presented.

SCE discussed the supervision of cross-cutting work, particularly whether services needed higher level attention.  The meeting noted that SOM may need to consider how work on services could be strengthened.

Peru indicated that it was preparing a proposal to improve the working arrangements of SCE which would be circulated for consideration when completed.

Agenda Item 4: Economic and Technical Cooperation Planning 

4.1 SCE Chair to introduce a discussion on reviewing the ECOTECH Medium Term Priorities, including on how they may promote better capacity building
The SCE Chair introduced a paper (2014/SOM1/SCE/004) proposing that SCE’s review of the ECOTECH medium-term priorities be assisted by a survey of the developing economy members’ policy area priorities.  The paper also proposed a timeframe for reviewing the priorities that would lead to the new ECOTECH medium-term priorities being agreed at SCE3.  Following Indonesia’s suggestion two additional policy topics were added to the survey: health and gender.

The SCE Chair raised the need for SCE to consider ways to improve capacity building within APEC.  She noted that the Secretariat, in accordance with the Improving ECOTECH in APEC Report agreed at SOM3 2013, was drafting a set of capacity building guidelines.  The guidelines would be available intersessionally and could help inform a discussion on capacity building at SCE2.

4.2 The meeting to consider fora progress on developing strategic plans (if not fully resolved at SCE-COW).
The SCE Chair noted that item had been fully resolved at the SCE-COW meeting on 25 February 2014.

Agenda Item 5.1: Cross-cutting Issues  
· Wildlife trafficking

The United States introduced a paper on wildlife trafficking (2014/SOM1/SCE/006).  Economies expressed support for the paper.  The United States noted that the suite of proposed actions was presented at the SCE as wildlife trafficking cuts across multiple sub-fora and does not fit squarely in any one group.  

· Cross-border Education

The SCE Chair noted that this topic had been covered during the SCE-COW and confirmed that no further discussion was required at the meeting.

· Infrastructure

The SCE Chair noted the Multi-Year Plan for Infrastructure Development and Investment (MYPIDI) (2014/SOM1/SCE/007) and the tasking in paragraph 15 that the SCE would be responsible for coordinating work under the plan on the SOM side of APEC.  She suggested that the SOM FoTC on connectivity on the afternoon of 26 February may provide an opportunity to discuss how to progress activity under the plan.  Later in the meeting the SCE Chair suggested that responsibility for supervising the MYPIDI may sit better with SOM.

· Papers Introduced by China

China introduced eight papers and sought feedback and reaction from members:

· Assessment of Progress Towards the APEC 2020 Forest Cover Objective (2014/SOM1/SCE/008)

· APEC High-Level Roundtable on Green Development (2014/SOM1/SCE/009)

· Developing the Internet Economy Through Enhanced ICT Cooperation (2014/SOM1/SCE/010)

· Toward Innovation-driven Development: Consensus and Action (2014/SOM1/SCE/011)

· Shaping the Future Through Asia-Pacific Partnership for Urbanization and Sustainable City Development (2014/SOM1/SCE/012)

· Establishing a Regional Timber Legality Mechanism (2014/SOM1/SCE/017)

· APEC Youth Skills Development Project (2014/SOM1/SCE/018)

· Healthy Asia-Pacific 2020 (2014/SOM1/SCE/020)

Economies expressed support for the papers and provided comments, with several economies offering to provide further comments intersessionally.  China noted that many different ministries were involved in developing the papers which helped increase their engagement with APEC.  China undertook to consider the comments received, noting that while most of the papers would go through the sub-fora, some of the topics covered by the papers (forest cover, green development, and urbanization) did not fit neatly into the responsibilities of any of the current working groups.  Therefore receiving feedback from SCE was important.

· Smart cities initiative

Russia introduced their concept note (2014/SOM1/SCE/019) on Elaboration of Smart City Indicators System As a Guideline and a Common Framework for Implementation of Smart City Initiatives in the APEC Region.  

The SCE Chair indicated that this concept note and that of the United States on Demand Reduction for Illegally Traded Wildlife would be circulated by the APEC Secretariat the following week for endorsement by economies as part of the usual project management process.

Agenda Item 6: Independent Assessment of SCE Fora
The meeting noted the APEC Secretariat Update on Independent Assessments – February 2014 (2014/SOM1/SCE/013) without comment.

Agenda Item 7: Annual Workplans

7.1 SCE to consider the Report of the APEC Secretariat Executive Director on the Alignment of Fora Work Plans with APEC’s Overall Vision and Objectives

The Executive Director of the APEC Secretariat presented a report on the alignment of fora work plans with APEC’s overall vision and objectives (2014/SOM1/SCE/014). The report noted that three groups, the OFWG, TELWG and MTF had not yet submitted a work plan for 2014.  The OFWG plan was at an advanced stage but there remained a few sticking points.  The TELWG had reported that they would not be able to provide a plan until they had held their first meeting.    The missing plans would be circulated intersessionally once received.

7.2 Consider an amendment to the annual workplan template to include a section on capacity building activities

 The SCE Chair noted the proposed amendment to the annual workplan template (2014/SOM1/SCE/015).  The amendment was to give greater emphasis to capacity building activities in the workplans prepared from 2015 onwards.  SCE endorsed the amended workplan template.

Agenda Item 8: SCE Fora Administration

There were no items of fora administration.

Agenda Item 9: Other Business
9.1 2014 Sectoral Ministerial meetings – China to brief the meeting on Sectoral Ministerial Meetings to be held in 2014.
China provided an update on the sectoral ministerial meetings planned for 2014:

· Ministers Responsible for Trade: 17-18 May - Qingdao 

· Women and the Economy Forum: 21-23 May - Beijing (including the PPWE High-level Dialogue) 

· Ministers Responsible for Mining: 27-28 June - Beijing 

· Ocean-related Ministerial Meeting: 27-28 August - Xiamen

· Tourism Ministerial Meeting: first half of September - Macau 

· Energy Ministerial Meeting: 2-3 September – Beijing

· SME Ministerial Meeting: 5 September – Nanjing

· Food Security Ministerial Meeting: 18-19 September – Beijing

· Finance Ministers Meeting: second half of September - Beijing

Also, the APEC Economic Leaders’ Meeting would be held on 10-11 November in Beijing.

China indicated that high-level meetings covering green development, health, and anti-corruption may also be organised.

Viet Nam indicated that a Human Resource Development Ministerial Meeting would be held on 6 September in Da Nang, with labour ministers expected to attend.

9.2 Document access - Members will be invited to decide on the classification of all documents relating to this meeting.

SCE accepted the document classification list (2014/SOM1/SCE/000) as amended.

