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Summary Conclusions
The first SCSC meeting was held on 18-19 February 2014 at the Sheraton Hotel, Ningbo, China.

The meeting was attended by representatives from: Australia; Brunei Darussalam; Canada; Chile; People’s Republic of China; Hong Kong China; Indonesia; Japan; Mexico; New Zealand; Papua New Guinea; Peru; Philippines; Republic of Korea; Russian Federation; Singapore; Chinese Taipei; United States; Viet Nam; APEC Secretariat; Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC); Asia Pacific Legal Metrology Forum (APLMF); Asia Pacific Metrology Programme (APMP); Pacific Accreditation Cooperation (PAC); and Pacific Area Standards Congress (PASC). 

1. Opening
The SCSC Chair welcomed the delegates to the meeting and introduced Mr. Kukuh S. Achmad, the SCSC Vice Chair from Indonesia and Mr Gerardo P. Maglalang from Philipines who will be the SCSC Chair in 2015. 
The SCSC Chair thanked Indonesia for a successful year in 2013 and expected further progress in 2014. The SCSC Chair reminded that 2014 marked the 25th anniversary of APEC. He introduced the theme for 2014, ‘shaping the future through Asia Pacific partnership’ and pointed out that the theme was future oriented and aimed to achieve win-win cooperation through partnership. He also outlined 3 priorities of the year: advancing regional economic integration; promoting innovative development, economic reform and growth; strengthening comprehensive connectivity and Infrastructure development. The SCSC Chair also reviewed the accomplishments achieved by SCSC.
The CTI Chair briefed SCSC on the CTI priorities for 2014, highlighting the areas: support for the multilateral trading system/WTO; advancing regional economic integration; strengthening connectivity and infrastructure development; regulatory cooperation; contributions of CTI and sub-fora to APEC growth strategy and cross-cutting mandates; and review of efficiency and effectiveness of CTI sub-fora.
United States noted it will make a proposal at the SOM on strengthening APEC initiatives on public consultations in the Internet era, which recommends Leaders sets forth a proposed action plan and goals for 2020.  The proposal identifies the Subcommittee on Standards and Conformance and the Economic Committee as key coordination committees on public consultations.  The proposal includes the development of capacity building for the development of internet and information technology tools which will enhance public consultations on the internet, to increase the frequency of the APEC GRP Conference to an annual basis, and to conduct a study on APEC members current experience on public consultation and to conduct a conference on the margins of SOM 3 to discuss those Member economy experiences at SOM 3. If the SOM accepts the proposal, the SCSC Chair will provide information on further SCSC engagement. 
The Economic Committee (EC) Representative briefed the SCSC on the EC’s publication ‘APEC Economic Policy Report (AEPR) 2014’ and its focus on GRP. EC agreed on GRP as the focus of the 2014 APEC Economic Policy Report (AEPR) in Jakarta last year.  The development of the 2014 AEPR will be co-led by China, Japan and the United States. These economies have jointly prepared a draft outline of the 2014 AEPR.  The report will consist of four sections: Principles of Good Regulatory Practices; Key Elements of Good Regulatory Practices; Summary of Individual Economy Reports on Good Regulatory Practices; Annex: Individual Economy Reports describing key policy developments concerning the use of good regulatory practices.  Such developments could include building or strengthening institutional and procedural frameworks to oversee and support good regulatory practices, and taking steps to improve the implementation of good regulatory practices.  Economies should also describe the challenges that they currently face, and their priorities for reform in the future. 

United States tabled its proposal for the APEC Regulatory Cooperation Advancement Mechanism (ARCAM) Dialogue on Electric Vehicle Standards, and noted comments would be accepted to inform the CTI discussion by February 21. China and Indonesia expressed initial interest in the proposal, and noted co-sponsorship will be confirmed in the CTI. (2014/SOM1/SCSC/049)
China expressed its interest in this ARCAM proposal and would like to be kept informed when developing agenda of the proposed workshop on electric vehicle. 
2. Adoption of the Agenda 
SCSC members reviewed the Draft Agenda (2014/SOM1/SCSC/001) and approved the agenda.
3. Business Arrangements 

The SCSC Chair informed the participants of program and other administrative arrangements. 
The SCSC Chair invited China to brief on the arrangements for the SCSC social event.
The APEC Secretariat, on behalf of Chair SCSC, requested APEC member economies to provide interventions made during the meeting to be submitted through e-mail for development of the meeting report. 
The APEC Secretariat presented a comprehensive report on overall APEC key developments as detailed in 2014/SOM1/SCSC/003. 
The APEC Secretariat also provided the updates of project management including, among others, an overview of projects funded in 2013, the pilot of two funding sessions and estimates of funding available for 2014. The Secretariat emphasized that internal project selection and prioritization is important to make sure the highest quality and most relevant projects in terms of the group’s strategic focus get funded. (2014/SOM1/SCSC/004) 
The Communications and Public Affairs Unit provided a briefing on how it can help with satellite website development, publications, and media and communications outreach to support SCSC’s work and how this fits in with the APEC Secretariat’s broader communications strategy. (2014/SOM1/SCSC/005)
The SCSC Chair talked about the Funding Criteria for 2014 (2014/SOM1/SCSC/002), noticing issues related to SCSC such as standards and conformance remained in Rank 1 though there were some changes of the Funding Criteria for Rank 1. 

4. SCSC Work Program for 2014 and Related Issues

(1) Trade Facilitation

Viet Nam reported on the implementation of the SCSC’s Collective Action Plan (CAP) for 2013 in Trade Facilitation and briefly presented the Draft SCSC CAP 2014 as detailed in 2014/SOM1/SCSC/006. In particular, SCSC members are invited to make comments, and provide inputs and updates for completing the Updated SCSC CAP 2014 by sending directly to Viet Nam. Two updated versions of the SCSC CAP 2014 will be submitted by Viet Nam to APEC Secretariat prior to SCSC 2 meeting and by 31 December 2014. 

Japan reported the WTO-TBT committee meeting held in October 2013 including the Specific Trade Concerns, the Thematic Session and the Future prospects of the TBT Meetings. (2014/SOM1/SCSC/008)
Indonesia updated the information on the WTO TBT notification, the draft and adopted technical regulation on LPG steel tube on high pressure regulator for LPG tube, requirements for quality and marketing of organic food system, telecommunication equipment, and aluminum coated flat-glass mirror, the inclusion of sugar, salt and fat content information and health messages for process food and fast food. Indonesia also has notified 14 addenda which covers adopted of new measures including technical substance of the previous regulation.

China provided a summary report on  the WTO-SPS committee meeting held  on 16-17 October  2013  in Geneva. Major points introduced included information from members, specific trade concerns, pest or disease status, technical assistance and cooperation, and review of the operation and implementation of the SPS Agreement. The 59th SPS meeting will be held 25-26 March 2014 in Geneva. 
(2014/SOM1/SCSC/044)
(2) 
Alignment with International Standards
Japan presented the 6th VAP survey focusing on the following points (2014/SOM1/SCSC/009). The target standards have been selected based on the answers to the questionnaire from the SCSC member economies and the target standards include 23 IEC standards and 1 ISO standard. The format for the 6th VAP has been changed as it was explained at SCSC2 in 2013 and Japan showed the instructions to fill it out. The time frame for the 6th VAP was indicated and each member economy is expected to submit the completed survey format to Japan by 15th May, 2014.


Korea suggested to Japan to take into account alignment between international standards and national standards.

China thanked Japan for the contribution to the alignment of International Standards. China also indicated that when the priority international standards are directly adopted as the Technical Regulations (TRs), the corresponding National Standards (NSs) will not exist. Considering the situation, China suggested both TRs and NSs which adopted the priority international standards should be counted when calculating the rate of alignment degree of member economies.
Japan asked them to send their comments by email to Japan.

(3) Good Regulatory Practice
United States presented on the self-funded study on ‘Good Regulatory Practices for Conformity Assessment in APEC economies’ completed in 2013, which was aimed to provide an overview of conformity assessment approaches mandated by governments in the 21 APEC economies and identify conformity assessment practices that fulfill regulatory objectives and facilitate trade. The final report is available on the APEC website (2014/SOM1/SCSC/010). 
Korea noted it shared the study with the conformity assessment experts in Korea and they found the study useful. 
Korea inquired the Chair and the APEC Secretariat when and how the title of agenda item 4.3 changed from 'Technical Infrastructure' to 'Good Regulatory Practice'. Korea noted that the agenda item 4.x are from SCSC Terms of Reference, and reflected in the SCSC CAP. Therefore, it should be aligned with SCSC ToR and CAP. Korea asked the Chair and the APEC Secretariat to further investigate and decide which title is more appropriate for agenda item 4.3.


The Chair inquired the Secretariat to clarify the agenda.

(4) Food and product safety

China updated the latest development of APEC Food Safety Cooperation Forum, outlined the FSCF activities scheduled for 2014, and particularly reported on the progress of Project  CTI 33/13A Towards A Better Regulatory Environment: APEC Food Safety Cooperation Forum Special Session and APEC High-Level Regulator-Industry Food Safety Dialogue. Under this project, there are two activities, scheduled on September 11-12 in Beijing. The APEC FSCF Special Session will  be participated by member economies with the objective to provide an opportunity for economies to transfer skills, knowledge and technical expertise and best practice between officials on the regulatory issues of food safety in the two pilot areas, export certificates and pesticide maximum residue limits, highlighted in the APEC FSCF Action Plan.  APEC High-Level Regulator-Industry Food Safety Dialogue is aimed to be participated by senior officers of food safety agencies, heads of industry associations, and CEOs representing both large, medium and small companies and industry leaders, so as to engage both government industry stakeholders in an open dialogue, raise the awareness of alignment of standards and conformity assessment, and to improve regulatory cooperation. (2014/SOM1/SCSC/040).

United States, with regard to CTI 33/13A, noted that the food safety activities planned for September in Beijing are intended to attract senior-level food safety regulators and food company representatives from all APEC economies.  SCSC members were encouraged to highlight the September events to their food safety officials and food companies. 
China reported the progress of M CTI 02/12A Veterinary Drug Multi-residues in Chicken Proficiency Testing Program. This project is an inter-laboratory proficiency testing (PT) program, to determine veterinary drug multi-residues in animal origin products, which is important to develop laboratory capabilities within APEC economies, to improve the acceptability of test results so as to facilitate animal origin products trade among APEC economies. 30 labs from 14 economies had participated in the program. The workshop on the PT program will be held on 9-10 September, 2014 in Beijing, on which, the PT report will be shared and the proposal on improving PT performance is expected. (2014/SOM1/SCSC/041).
United States reported on the laboratory capacity activity which is an element of M CTI 03/12A, Building Convergence in Food Safety Standards and Regulatory Systems. This work comprises a decision tree/roadmap tool that economies can use to assess their specific laboratory needs.  Guidance is provided by a Scientific and Technical Advisory Group that includes government, industry and academic representatives. Two pilot projects (with Chile and China) were implemented to test the roadmap.  The Chile pilot focused on national level laboratory needs, while the China pilot focused on local level needs.  Additionally, a needs prioritization workshop was held in December 2013 in Maryland, USA to offer additions to the roadmap and identify priority areas for future work. (2014/SOM1/SCSC/011) 
Chile thanked the United States for the valuable work done in this laboratory capacity building, where Chile was selected as a pilot economy. Outstanding results brought this initiative to the Chilean Integrated System of Food Laboratories (SILA), which is currently coordinated by the Food Safety Agency of Chile (ACHIPIA). This capacity building made possible to Chilean laboratories to share experiences and knowledge with their US counterparts in a very detail technical discussion, where a list of priorities were developed in interested areas. After a long work period, it was possible to create different working groups between industry, academy and government institutions. Additionally, it was possible to promote an inter-ministerial work, considering the needs of the industry and existing academy capabilities, in order to harmonize technical criteria for verification, validation and analytical methodologies. 

China thanked the United States for its efforts in developing capacity building activities and looked forward to close cooperation with the United States and all interested economies to deliver more capacity building activities which are essential to fulfill FSCF goals. 
Korea reported on APEC FSCF PTIN Workshop on Improved Food Inspection Capacity Building Based on Risk Analysis (An Element of M CTI 03/12A, Building Convergence in Food Safety Standards and Regulatory Systems). The workshop will be held on May 21-23, 2014 at Hotel Plaza in Seoul, Korea. The purpose of the two and a half day workshop is to enhance the knowledge and skills of food safety of Member economies in conducting risk based inspection (RBI). The draft agenda will be circulated in early March with updated details of program and speakers. Active participation and suggestions to improve the workshop from Member economies would be welcome. (2014/SOM1/SCSC/012)
Canada reported to the SCSC that the planning for the food allergen management workshop, to be held May 5-8, 2014 in Vancouver BC, is in the advanced stages, is on schedule and within its budget target according to the approved work plan. Canada thanked the co-sponsoring economies and the APEC Secretariat for allocating APEC funding to the project which will allow for the participation of funding-eligible APEC economies and expert speakers from across APEC. Canada noted that it would welcome comments and input from APEC economies, including on the draft program. Draft program elements include: Introduction to Food Allergens; APEC Perspectives on Food Allergen Regulations; Scientific basis for Prioritization of Allergenic Foods; Preventative Controls. A detailed tentative program is available via the APEC Secretariat. (2014/SOM1/SCSC/013) 
United States thanked Canada, Korea and China for their presentations and noted the dynamic engagement of a number of APEC economies in food safety activities of the SCSC.

APMP made a comment to the report on project CTI 34/13A that APMP is keen to continue to support the work programs of the Food Safety Cooperation Forum’s Partnership Training Institute Network (PTIN). 
China commended that the on-going multiple year food project is a successful demonstration of close collaboration among APEC member economies. China thanked all engaged economies for delivering this project and the U.S. for its leading efforts in coordinating all the sub-projects led by different economies. China also suggested joint efforts in developing new multiple year food project.
(5) Pathfinder Initiatives
EEMRA Pathfinder Initiative 
Indonesia as JRAC Chair reported the progress of the Joint Regulatory Advisory Committee (JRAC) on Electrical and Electronic Equipment taken from result of 18th JRAC meeting in 2013. The number of economies participating in Part I is eighteen (18), in Part II is five (5), and in Part III is four (4). Member economies which are participating in APEC EE MRA Part I, was encouraged to consider to improve their participation in Part II and III. Papua New Guinea considered to participate in Part II and III. At the next JRAC meeting in Harbin in conjunction with SOM III, there were some agenda proposed to be presented are as follows:

1. Conformity Assessment Regimes and Certification System in ASEAN

2. Regulatory risk assessment tool and certification procedure

3. Increase industry dialogue with JRAC

4. Sharing information between economies on Consumer Education.

(2014/SOM1/SCSC/014) 
(6) Standards and conformance education

Korea updated the ongoing project, ‘Inspiring Next Generation of Standards Professional Development (CTI 07/13T)’. First, the update includes draft definition and classification of standards professionals - who are standards professionals and how their tasks can be classified. Second, a project survey has been circulated which is targeting for two different groups -- standards-specialty organizations (including national standards bodies, national metrology institutes, accreditation/certification bodies, testing and inspection laboratories) and private companies. Also, a written survey is inviting comments from global thought leaders of standards and conformance. Members are invited to provide inputs to the survey. Third, Korea proposed to organize one day workshop on standards professional in line with the second SCSC meeting in August 2014 in Harbin, China. Members are invited to provide responses to the project survey before 31 March 2014.  (2014/SOM1/SCSC/015)
APMP made a comment that APMP would like to contribute to the project to ensuring its effectiveness and usefulness, and looks forward to receiving more details on what the expected deliverables are and how they are expected to be applied by economies and/or the SRBs. 
APMP and PAC expressed their willingness to provide inputs in the survey. Korea welcomed potential contribution of SRBs for the project. 
Indonesia noted that the project survey is very interesting, and plans to provide responses to the survey in the given timeline. 

China noted the proposed one day workshop, and will consider it in preparing the SCSC 2 meeting. 

Brunei Darussalam welcomed the definition and classification of standards professional, and noted that the definition will assist member economies to develop standards professionals. 

Russia briefed on the Training Program of Advanced Vocational Training in the Field of Standardization for Specialists in Russia. Russia informed that Professional Re-training Program, aimed to meet educational needs of people and supporting their professional development, under which, standardization is a dynamic and rapidly developing area. The Academy for Standardization, Metrology and Certification (ASMC) ran professional re-training courses and practical projects in standardization, metrology and certification. For most standardization related training programmes in Russia, ISO standards form a core. 
(2014/SOM1/SCSC/016)

The Chair inquired if the training program is open to all APEC members.

Russia confirmed the program is open and the language is Russian, but it can be translated to other languages.

United States updated the recent activities in standards education. United States informed the SCSC that NIST administered a Curriculum Development Grant Program and reviewed the education grants in 2012 and 2013. United States also shared the information that ICES 2014 would be held on August 14 in Ottawa, Canada. (2014/SOM1/SCSC/017) 


The U.S explained the different roles of NIST and ANSI in response to the Chair’s inquiry.
China updated the activities on standardization education in 2013. China informed that under the 12th Five-year Plan for Standardization of China, standardization education was a priority. Standard education programs took a variety of forms, including multi-level personnel training, high-level standardized teacher training, enterprise training, and standardization programs in universities. China also shared the activities that have been conducted in 2013 as detailed in 2014/SOM1/SCSC/046.
Indonesia updated the SCSC member on standards and conformance education program in Indonesia. In that program Indonesia has target for higher education, secondary education and professional education also regional and international cooperation. Indonesia noted that for seven (7) years the number of lecturers have increased from 2 to 24, for students from 17 to 546. Since years of 2008 Indonesia has been conducting professionals training on standardization with the participants come from governments, industries, academicians and consumers. The most favored topics are: SNI ISO/IEC 17025 (Testing and Calibration Laboratory), SNI ISO/IEC 17020 (Inspection Body), SNI ISO/IEC 17065 (Product Certification), SNI ISO9001 (Quality Management System) and SNI ISO 15189 (Medical Laboratories). 
Chinese Taipei shared its progress on standardization education activities. In 2012, Chinese Taipei delivered two 14-hour courses on standardization education training, each of which contained introduction to the logistics of standardization conferences, negotiation & consensus building in standards-development activities, and simulation of standardization workshops. In 2013, Chinese Taipei delivered two 7-hour courses, which focused on standards related intellectual property issues, and introduction to compilation principles and guidelines of international standards.

(7) Interaction with business

United States updated on M CTI 01 13A Wine Regulatory Forum; Good Regulatory Practices Action Plan.  The results of the November 2013 Technical Workshop were reviewed, and plans for the upcoming plans to hold meetings on the margins of the Food Safety/Food Security Summit in September 2014 in Beijing, China. (2014/SOM1/SCSC/018) 

Australia updated on the activities of the World Wine Trade Group (WWTG). (2014/SOM1/SCSC/019)
5.  SRBs reports

The SRB Forum Chair presented a report on the Forum's meeting on 17 February 2014 and associated outcomes. The SRBs have circulated the ‘2014 Work Program of the SRBs’ (2014/SOM1/SCSC/020) to SCSC.  The SRBs reiterated their request to SCSC members that project proposers contact the SRBs during the development of proposals in which their involvement is sought or anticipated in order to enhance SRB contributions to SCSC activities.

The 2014 SRB Forum Chair advised that the Work Plan has been distributed to the meeting as document 2014/SOM1/SCSC/020.  SCSC members were requested to provide any comments on the Work Plan to the PASC Secretariat by 31 March, 2014.

APLAC reported on the on-going training initiatives to educate accreditation bodies in the areas of ISO 15189 and ISO/IEC 17011. Training of evaluators for assisting with the implementation of the Mutual Recognition Agreement for Proficiency Testing Providers, APLAC Strategic Initiatives for strengthening stakeholder engagement, and interactions with the other SRBs. (2014/SOM1/SCSC/021)
APLMF reported it will carry out relevant trainings and seminar, and developing guidelines in 2014. The 21st APLMF Forum Meeting will be held on 11-14 November, 2014 in Wellington, New Zealand.

(2014/SOM1/SCSC/022). 

Indonesia understands that Metrology is an essential element of Standards and conformance, therefore, Indonesia would like to support the activities proposed by APLMF and intend to be a co-sponsor for the proposed program. 
APMP updated on their progress since SCSC 1, 2013, including personnel (new chair and new EC members) and membership change, outcomes of APMP GA 2013 and related meetings, key activities in 2013, work programme and important events for 2014. 
 (2014/SOM1/SCSC/023)
PAC reported on its revised strategic plan and current work program targeting APEC objectives, including its expectation that the PAC MLAs in FSMS and GHG will become fully operational in 2014. PAC also advised that it had recently launched a MLA for Accreditation of Persons, and expected to receive applications from members following the completion of CTI 04/13 during the year. (2014/SOM1/SCSC/025)
PASC provided an update on the new leadership and the work program priorities for 2014. The next PASC meeting will be held in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia in May 2014. The focus of the meeting will be on the five year strategic plan and standards and education. (2014/SOM1/SCSC/048) 

6. SCSC projects 

Creation of APEC Guidelines on Standards Infrastructure establishment-Workshop Report.

Korea reported on the progress of CTI 15/12A Creation of APEC Guidelines on standards infrastructure establishment (2013/SOM3/SCSC/020). The project was proposed by Korea and co-sponsored by eight economies. It aims to provide a source of reference on standardization activities among the APEC economies, and ultimately contribute to ‘promoting physical, institutional and people-to-people connectivity’ within the APEC. ‘Standards Infrastructure (SI)’ is defined as ‘systems, facilities, environments, information and human resources to support and facilitate standardization activities’. The report addresses SI in terms of the following domains: organization of national standards bodies, budget issues, implementation/dissemination, HR and strategy. The data was collected by a survey and group discussions held in Medan in June 2013. The draft was circulated among those in charge in each economy. Some comments were gathered and are being integrated in the final report. (2014/SOM1/SCSC/028) 

New Zealand mentioned the project report is useful and expressed its willingness to add their recent information if project timeline allows. 
Peru informed SCSC that it participated actively in this project, as co-sponsor, speaker and also collaborating with comments to the final proposal. Peru congratulated Korea for this initiative, as it allows establishing a guide for better practices for the Standards Organisms of member economies. Particularly, in Peru, the result of this project allows to support the strengthening process of quality infrastructure in the field of standardization.

Multiyear Project-The Role of Standards and Conformity Assessment Measures in Enhancing the Performance and Energy Efficiency of the Commercial Building Sector
United States reported on M CTI 02/12A, the Role of Standards and Conformity Assessment in Enhancing the Performance and Energy Efficiency of the Commercial Building Sector.  Work began in 2013 with two workshops on green building codes and building information modeling (BIM) respectively, a survey, and a study on building codes and green codes in the APEC region.  In 2014, two additional workshops will be held to further explore green building codes and BIM. Draft agendas for the two planned workshops were shared with SCSC members.  In addition, a BIM Start Up Guide was published on February 14, 2014.  It is expected that a continued focus on green codes and BIM should result in stronger project outcomes. (2014/SOM1/SCSC/029). 

Peru acknowledged the project, since Peru is currently working in technical standards in energy efficiency of buildings.

Multilateral Recognition Arrangement (MLA) Readiness Project in Person Certification
Indonesia reported on CTI 04/13 T Multilateral Recognition Arrangement (MLA) Readiness Project in Person Certification (ISO/IEC 17024) which will be held in April and June 2014. The output of this projects to increase the capacities  of accreditation bodies, and person certification bodies in the operation of person certification programs, harmonization of accreditation and certification practices in APEC member economies , and increased confidence in the outcomes of person certification in APEC member economies. The project conducted in a three-day workshop. The first workshop for person certification body management staff or auditors providing the opportunity for practice case study as well as training courses in ISO/IEC 17024: 2012, location in Indonesia. The second workshop for accreditation body assessors providing the opportunity to increase competence when conduct assessment to person certification body based on standard ISO/IEC 17024: 2012.This project was developed in coordination with Pacific Accreditation Cooperation (PAC). (2014/SOM1/SCSC/030)

Multilateral Recognition Arrangement (MLA) Readiness Project in Energy Management System, ISO 50001

Japan presented the project ‘Multilateral Recognition Arrangement (MLA) Readiness Project in Energy Management System, ISO 50001’, including introduction of ISO 50001 standard and its benefit. In this project, there are four workshops and each workshop has special purpose. Japan showed the contents of these workshops and asked the SCSC member economies to contact Japan if the member economies are interested in any workshop. (2014/SOM1/SCSC/031)
Aligning Energy Efficiency Regulations for ICT Products – Implementing A Strategic Approach
United States reported on plans for its new project on CTI 27/13A Aligning Energy Efficiency Regulations for ICT Products – Implementing A Strategic Approach. Plans are underway to survey APEC member use of IEC 62623 and the IEC E3 scheme, economies are encouraged to nominate their energy efficiency regulator to the working group, and ICT Energy Efficiency experts will participate in the APEC Conference on Standards and Conformance of Green Technologies, with a specific track for ICT energy efficiency (2014/SOM1/SCSC/032).  


China provided additional information of the progress. The project will cover two main parts, pilot testing for verifying IEC 62623 and workshop.
Presentation of New Concept Notes:
The Symposium on the Mechanism of Multilateral Recognition of Agricultural Products Standards among APEC Economies.
China briefed on the new concept note on the symposium on the mechanism of multilateral recognition of agricultural products standards among APEC Economies. The project proposal aims to discuss the feasibility of the mechanism of multilateral recognition of agricultural products standards among APEC economies. China suggested that the standards of novel foods derived from agricultural resources can be a pilot area to showcase the possiblity of the multilateral recognition. China also indicated that identifying potential standards and suggesting them to relative international standard bodies will facilitate the establishment of related international standards. China also thanked United States and Australia for their comments on revising the concept note. (2014/SOM1/SCSC/045) 
United States thanked China for revising its concept note and suggested that SCSC members have additional time, until February 25, to provide comments. 
PAC thanked China for its work on this concept note and advised that PAC is currently undertaking work on a MLA for the voluntary sector on Good Agricultural Practice, and would appreciate the opportunity to contribute to this project, should it proceed. 
China thanked PAC for its interest and expected PAC’s inputs.
The Chair indicated that agricultural products are major trading products across Asia-Pacific region. It is important for trading partners to have a good understanding on relevant standards of their counterparts. In the case of developing this concept note, the Chair recommended that information sharing among economies should come before developing a mechanism for multilateral recognition.
Harmonizing Standards and Enhancing Technical Capacity in Measurement and Verification of Energy Savings. 
China briefed on the new concept note on the APEC Harmonizing Standards and Enhancing Technical Capacity in Measurement and Verification of Energy Savings. The project proposal aims to initiate an exchange on best practices of standards for M&V of energy savings and improve the technical capacity of standardization bodies, evaluators, certification bodies in member economies to apply these standards. The outcomes of the project were expected to promote the trade of energy saving products and services in APEC regions. China thanked Viet Nam for cosponsoring this proposal and asked more interested economies for their sponsorship. (2014/SOM1/SCSC/033). 
APLMF showed interest and will pay attention to this project. 
Creation APEC Guideline on Ionizing Radiation Metrology Application in Medicine to Support Public Health Systems
China briefed on the new concept note Creation APEC Guideline on Ionizing Radiation Metrology Application in Medicine to Support Public Health System. The project proposal aims to create an APEC Guideline for metrology institutions, hospitals, radiation equipment manufacturers, to reduce the incidence rate of ionizing radiation hazards to minimum extent and protect human health and safety under legal metrological system, thus  to strengthening public health systems. The project mainly includes three-day workshop to discuss the demand and the recent new progress of ionizing radiation metrology in medicine, and finally to create the guide. This workshop is tentatively planned to be held in 2014 in August. (2014/SOM1/SCSC/034)

Chinese Taipei expressed its support to this concept note and indicated that medical devices with ionizing radiation are extensively used in hospitals for treatment or diagnosis. Medical devices that fail to provide accurate data may cause fatal accidents. Chinese Taipei hope that this project could create an application guide for ionizing radiation metrology in medicine to strengthen public health systems. 
United States expressed initial interest in China’s proposal and will get feedback regarding co-sponsorship before deadline.

China thanked United States and Chinese Taipei for their supports.

Medical External Quality Assurance (EQA) Capacity Building Programme
The Chair noted that Malaysia submitted the concept note for ‘Medical External Quality Assurance (EQA) Capacity Building Programme’. (2014/SOM1/SCSC/036) 
APLAC thanked Malaysia for its work on developing this concept note, and advised that APLAC would appreciate the opportunity to contribute to this project, should it proceed. 

Facilitate Trade in Flavorings through Education on Accepted International Standards
United States briefed on the concept note for ‘Facilitate Trade in Flavorings through Education on Accepted International Standards’ and indicated that it was resubmitting a concept note for work on international standards for flavorings during the current project funding cycle. The work aims to strengthen regulator competency in the area of flavor safety, encourage harmonization across APEC economies on the regulation of flavorings, and lessen concerns regarding trade-secret protection. If approved, the workshop would be held in 2015 on the margins of the Food Safety Cooperation Forum. (2014/SOM1/SCSC/038) 
New Concept Notes from Peru

Peru informed that the National Agrarian Health Service of Peru (SENASA) is currently working on 2 concept notes to be presented as soon as possible before the next SCSC meeting. Both projects meet the goals of the APEC Action Plan on Food Security and contribute to strengthening food safety management concerning import and export of food among member economies. The first project aims to educate APEC economies about crop pests’ diagnostic techniques through a workshop. The second project seeks to exchange experiences among APEC economies about better practices for animal husbandry for efficient milk production based on pastures. The potential result of this project will be a guideline. Any comment or suggestion or interest in co-sponsoring any or both future projects will be truly appreciated. (2014/SOM1/SCSC/042)
United States reminded that the deadline for submitting CNs is February 28 and hope to see the full CNs soon. Peru will continue the work on CNs and may submit the CNs in the next round.

7. Streamlining of CTI Sub-fora 

SCSC reviewed the Draft Review Paper on the Streamlining CTI sub-fora and discuss how the SCSC’s efficiency and effectiveness could be improved. (2014/SOM1/SCSC/039)
The Chair reviewed the CTI streamlining report and highlighted that SCSC have good performance among CTI sub-fora. SCSC built long term dialogue and conducted productive projects.

United States, in response to the Chair's question about how the SCSC could be more effective, noted the long-term work streams in the SCSC were more effective than the short term, one off projects.  In addition, the United States noted the CTI is interested in understanding concrete outcomes arising from the projects or ongoing regulatory dialogues in the SCSC, particularly as they relate to the alignment of international standards or regulations. Developing metrics for projects may be a way to better track these outcomes.

United States, with respect to prioritizing SCSC work, noted the SCSC does rank its projects, but that ranking does not have a heavy influence on how the CTI ultimately provides its ranking of projects.

China, in principle, supported this streamlining efforts by CTI to make the sub-fora more efficient, effective and relevant. In the case of SCSC, as the Chair mentioned, SCSC has developed quite a number of initiative or mechanism in support of CTI priorities or in response to ministers’ and economic leaders’ instructions. The scope of issues on SCSC agenda is wide. Some are long-standing issues, some are emerging issues. All of them are important, but as SCSC evolve and the priorities change over years, it is advisable to review it and identify the SCSC priority areas in light of the changing situation, so as to keep SCSC activities most relevant to leaders’ and ministers’ goals. But regarding specific recommendations, China suggested it should allow for flexibility. For example, video conference is good way to do things inter-sessionally, but it should be done on the basis of needs and should consider the practicability. Brain storming session and review of agenda is good but should be kept flexible and done in line with each sub-fora’s needs.

8. Adoption of the SCSC 1 Summary Conclusions 

The SCSC adopted the summary conclusions of SCSC 1 meeting, 2014.  

9. Next Meeting

China, as the host economy informed about the arrangements for the SCSC 2 and related meetings scheduled at the margins of SOM3 (4-19 August, 2014) in Harbin.
10. Other Business

11. Meeting Documents

SCSC members endorsed the public release of the meeting documents (2014/SOM1/SCSC/000).
12. Adjournment
