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AUSTRALIAN EXPERIENCES

Policy 
Forum on Food 

Regulation  
(ministers) 

FOOD REGULATORY FRAMEWORKFOOD REGULATORY FRAMEWORK

Standards setting
FSANZ 

Enforcement
States and 
territories,

NZ MPI
Dept of Agriculture
(imported foods)

Australian/NZ
Consumer Law
claims must not be 
false or misleading...

Australian/NZ
Consumer Law
claims must not be 
false or misleading...
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CONSULTATION & COMMUNICATION
Standards 

development
Legislative

• Required by 
legislation

• Public request for 
comments

• Written submissions
• Develop response to 

submissions to 
explain decision –
made public

Formal
mechanisms

• Pre standards 
application 
consultation

• Standards 
development 
advisory 
committees

• Information sharing 
committees

• Cross government 
processes, eg
APEC

Informal 
mechanisms

• Bilateral 
discussions & 
consultations

• Conferences, 
workshops and 
other professional 
fora

• Industry specific 
visits

• Ad hoc briefings

EVIDENCE COLLATION

Risk 
assessment

• Use and analytical information
• Market share, patterns of consumption 

Risk 
management

• Impact on industry (eg costs, feasibility, 
impediments)

• Supply chain management



25/08/2015

3

OPPORTUNITIES FOR JOINT ACTION

Issues response eg media, industry action

Emergency response – eg recalls,

Development of non regulatory measures, eg 
collaborative action on allergen management

Dissemination or collation of information, eg
industry views

Development of guidelines, advice for industry

SUCCESSFUL PARTNERSHIP
Management of Allergens

Promote best 
practice 
allergen 

management

• Respond to concerns
• Industry specific initiatives; 

eg food service sector, tools 
re precautionary labelling

• Scientific analysis

Government

Industry

• Established multi 
stakeholder group –
joint action

• Administrative and 
logistical support

• Establish framework
• Provide communication 

tools
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KEY MESSAGES
• Successful partnerships between industry and regulators  -

enhanced outcomes for all
• Government – information/input, evidence, decision 

making
• Industry – cost effective, feasible measures
• Consumers - confidence

• Develop culture of communication and consultation
• Requires consistent engagement & interaction that is timely, 

transparent, trusting, flexible and collaborative


